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greater Importance than those of the
United States. To say that the Monaroe
doctrine prevents us from looking
to our commercial interests in
any part of the globe, Wwhere such
interests exist de facto,
to defeat a doctrine
with the manifest intention of declar-
Ing to the world the right of the Unit-
ed States to defend herself against ug-
gression. The essence of that doctrine
is that no European power shall forclb-
ly possess itself of American soil o
control the political fortunes of it8 peo-
ple, and that Amerlea will reelprocate
with regard to Europe. The Phillppine
islands are not covered by the Mohroe
doctrine from the moment their popu-
lation renounces loyniity to Spain ana
Spain is unable to enforee her rule.
Whether it would be wige for the Unit-
ed States to acquire these isiands Is a
question to be consldered later. And
it will be dlscussed with due regard to
the heat interests of this nation, not
with regard to the dicta of other pow-
ers.

TESTIMONY OF EX-S8ENATOR DUBOIS.

What is evidently a somewhat care-
fully prepared interview with Hon.
Fred T. Dubois, ex-United States sena-
tor from Idaho, appears in the Tribune
this morning. 1In it that gentleman
digcusgses with some degree of both
frankness and thoroughness the vexed
Question of ecelesiastical Interference
in political matters by the authorities
of the Mormon Church, and in elfect
bears his testimony upon the matter,
Mr. Dubols’s candldacy for re-election
to the United States Senate was the
suhject of a prolonged and bitter con-
test in whiech each side resorted to
every permlasible method for adding to
its strength. The Mormon element In
the state of Idaho cut an lmportant
flgure tn the struggle, and Mr. Du-
bois was in An admlirable position to
judge of the degree to which ecclesiast-
ieal influence, properly so ealled, was
exerted. His téstimony acquitting the
Mormon leaders of the charge of exer.
cising illegitimmate controt (n politiea
1s therefore of peculiar foree and value.
Here in the ipterview entire:

“The charnge from the old condition
of Chur¢h rsolidarity was not instan-
taneous, nor colld It be expected by
any other process than that of evolu.
tion—slow at tlmes, and at times al-
moat seeming to pause, or even to ret-
rograde; but In the lapse of years
showing 2 steady movement toward
the end of perfect political liberty for
all the men and women who glve thely
alleglance to the Church. Looking
back over the campalgns of recent

years, the mark of Individual actlon is|¢rqm that political doetrine whose ef-

plainly manifested upon every import-
ant event in the states where Mor-
mons exist in sufficient numbers te
make
I wIill not guestion that strong men
in the Mormon Church, of more or less
prominence, asaert thejr views in such
a way as to make an overshadowing
influenee upon the minds of some of
their followers. In some cases this
may even be a matter 0f preconcert-
ment and ealoulation among the lead-
ing men; and in many other cases it
may be hut the result of enthusiasm
In & politieal eontroversy whieh, as It
grows warmer and warmer toward its
ciose, makes greater and greater ex-
actions upon the intense spirits on both
sides.

“But, in the main, the leading men
of the Mormon Churech, g0 far as my
obeervation goes, have abgtalned from
Invoking eceleslastical authority in
the guldance of political eventa, and
have heen content to either remaln
guiescent, or even silent.
or, at most, to asgsert themselves metre-
1¥ as Individuals.

cases where a charge of church Inter-
ference would justly lie, if at all, it is
a. matter of congratulation that the
people have expressed their own in-
dividual! opinlona in thelr party coun-
cils and at the ballot-hoxes, and have
nefther sought nor heeded the attempt-
ed control of political matters by eec-
clesiastical power. My own observa-
tion Is that minor ehurch officlals are
more likely to attempt the use of this
influence than are the Presidency or
Apostles. I call to mind two or three
instances where men holding loeal au-
thority in the Church attempted to
sway thelr local elections by invoking
the names of the leaders of the Church,
and when confronted by a demand for
positive proof, were compelled to ac-
knowledge that they had no such In-
sgtructions from Chitreh headquarters
at Sait Lake, In my own fight In
Idaho for re-election to the Senate, it
was A notorious facet that some loecal
Church aMMeinls in that state, and even
some of the leaders of the Chureh in
Salt Lake, degired to defeat me. The
remembrance of that desire and the
urgent and somewhat extraordinary
action whieh it prompted, I8 not so
1asting with me ag the remembrance of
the magnifieent way {n which the
young Mormons In Idaho, in many in-
stanced, rallled to my support and
worked boldly and manfully for the
vindieation of, not only the prineciple
which they thought I represented in
natlional affairs, but for the mainten-
ance of political freedom within the
commonwealth. My own impression l1s
that the Church, having renounced the
purpose of dictating to lts memhers in
political affairs, does not, as & Church,
now seek such dictation. And that the
fight for Church control, and the fight
against Church control, as it was for-
merly waged, are alike forever: ended
fn Utah and Idaho. A ground for such
faith is found In the known wisdom
of the Mormon leaders and in the
superb Individual strength of a ma-
jority of its followers.

«3f all the people in the world, the
Mormone should feel a devoted alle-
glanee to certain politteal principles
now under vital conslderation In this
country. The enfranchisement of man-
%ind is dependent upon a reversal of
that decree which has gone forth in all
the lands of civiljzation in behalf of
the gold standard: and In an essential
sense the Intermountaln states nare
particularly dependent for their pro-
gread upon a restoration of the unllm-
ited right of silver to free mintage on
termms of equality withi gold. A com-
munity whose entire teachings and
experiences have tended to show that
general poverty is an unnecessary con-
dition will not now be weaned away

| fects when earrted Into law will he the

thelr political action noticeable. |

| mon
in polities, | mountaln states

amelioration of the cbndition of toll.
the giving of work to workers and the
naurance of proper réwards therefor.
While I was in the East I heard a
great deal of talk concerning Utah
and the surrounding states where
the Mormon people are particularly
strong. There Beems 'to be an impres-
sion among some of the gold atandard
advoecates and some Republican politi-
¢ians that the leaders of the Church
will earry Utah and Idaho particular-
Iy. and perhaps other states, over Into
the Republican column either this year
or in I500. 1 have Invariably expressed
the helef that the leaders of the Church
wiit make no such attempt—that they
will not seek to eoerce their followers;
and that the follolvers will possess, and
will determinedly exert their individual
freedom to earrv out thelr views—and
that' under these cireumstanees it s
an assured faet that so far as the Mor-
people are concerned the inter-
will remain in the

jranks of himetalism, "It Is tmpoartant
And even in those that they should thus remain, because

when the falth shall flee from us. I
doubt if it w{ll ind any ablding place
In the civilized world. The enemies of
the American people will make every
posalble effort to subjugate some one
or more of the intermountain states in
the hope to use it as a horrible exam-
ple for the states of the mlddle west
and South. The Republican politiclans
are counting upon the destruetion of the
present silver lefAders in Coneress, and
they will hend every energy to that
end. But it [s with ahsolute faith that
I look forward to the jssue, belleving
In the will of the men and *women of
the intermountain region and knowing
that Mormon and Gentile allke will as-
sert their Individual cholee at the hal-
lot-box, and will carry their elections
for human llherty, both economie and
politieal.”

NEUTRALITY OF DENMARK.

By the courtesy of .Peter Hansen
Esq., Danish consul, of this eity, the
“News” has heen furnished with a copy
of a state paper Issued by the Danish
government, which declares the neu-
trality of that government in the pres-
ent war between the United States and
Spain, conveys instruetions to Danish
trade and shipplng in relation to the
war, and warns Danish subjects not to
extend ald to either belligerent power,

Partly for the purpose of acgualnt-
ing our readers with the contents of the
paper, many of whom being na-
tives of Denmark will be interested
in it, and partiy as a sample royal
proclamatjon, the most important por-
tion of the document is here repro-
duced, verbatim:

Translation.
PROVISIONAL LAW
proehibiting Danish subjects to support
belllgerent powers.

WE CHRISTIAN IX, by the Grace
of God, King to Denmark ete., eotc.,
make hereby known: As it 18 of import-
ance in the present eircumstances, that
nothing be done by Danish subjects en-
dangering the neutrality of this Coun-
try or giving foreign powers legitimate
reason to complain of the Btate of
Denmark as a neutral power, We
have deemed it of urgent necessity. ae-
cording to section 62 of the Constitu-
tion, by provislonal law to“give the au-
thority wanted to prchibit and In case
of transgresslon to punish sueh actionsa
within the Kingdom and the Danish
West-Indies.

Therefore We order and command as
follows:

i1

In case of the outhreak of a war In
which the Danish State I1s neutral, the
sukjects are prohibited:

1.. In any gquality whatever to take
service In the army of the belliger-
ent powers or on hoard their Gov-
ernment ships, furthermore to pilot
their war-ships or transports out of
Danish wvilot-waters, or except In
case of stress to glve them any help
to the navigation;

to buifld or to alter, to sell or
otherwise to transfer. directly or
indirectly. to any of the helligerent
powers ships whieh are known or
are supposed to be destined for war-
purposes, as well as, in any way,
on or from Danish territory to con-
tribute to the equipment or outfit
of such ships to war operations;

on or from Danish territory to ald
apy of the belligerent powers in
thelr operations, as for Instance by
providing their ships with things
to be reckoned among contraband
of war; or on account of any of the
helligerent powers to do work in-
tended to inerease the armament of
thelr ships or otherwise to augment
thefr strength or mobility for war
purposes;

4. to ecarry contraband of war on ac-



