
THU
slowly but surely advancing from parish
to parish and the elders are being able
to break down the bars of prejudice that
are stumbling blocks to many people
there are at present ten pairs of elders
clothed upon with the holy priesthood
systematically canvassing from house to
house spreading the glad tidings of
truth and the everlasting gospel in its
purity elder S L swensonof plea-
sant grove utah is our conference
president he is well equipped with the
principle of faith in his character for
the great labor ot life resting upon him
he is cheering in his words and disposi-
tion and is a source of great strength
to the elders of the conference in his
visits among them

after the conference in pike countybounty
mississippi elder joseph P sharp of
vernon utah and myself were assign-
ed to labor in this parish after a
journey of several days we reached our
field of labor september nth 1896
according to our instructions after fast
inings prayer and dedicating our work
aand the people of the parish to the
lord we began our canvassing and
holding meetings whenever an 0oppor-
tunity

apppor
afforded from two meetings inin

mr week we gradually grew to eight then
fifteen this being the highest number aass
yet in any one week our ambition is
not yet reached however and as presi-
dent kimball says stick your pick
higher and then climb for it isis

i our
watchword and we are still ambitious to
bring our conference up with the other
states in the work of the lord we
have held sixty six meetings up to date
and are proud to say we have many
friends and a few who are investigating
the principles of the everlasting gospel
our work thus tarfar has been highly en-
joyedjo ed our health is excellent and we
think the same can safely be said of all
the elders in the state we have just
received a visit from our conference
president he expressed his pleasure
at our good work and left us feeling
well in body andinand in spirits

JOSEPHs PH P SHARP
JOSEPHosyph A CORNWALL

conference IN CHICAGO

CHICAGO october aist 1896
A conference of members of the

church of jesus 4christ of latter day
Stisaintsints was held here the and
of the month this part of the northern
states mission with chicago included
is called the north illinois conference
presidedprresided over by elder john N davis
we were favored with the presence of
elder samuel G spencer president of
the northern states missmissionioD and about
twelve utah elders laboring in this
conference besides we had the pleasure
otof having elder B H roberts of the
first council of seventies meet with us
the meetings were held in park
hall north ave sox chicago at xoro a
m and a2 and 6 p m six regular meet-
ings wace held and were well attended
by saints and strangers elder roberts
delivered five lectures during the con
ference treating upon the restoration of
the gospel in the last days with the
gifts and blessings bebelongingloDging thereunto
including the authority otof the holy
priesthood to officiate in the ordinances
thereof and many other points which
were so well presentedpresente underdunder the in-
spiration otof the spirit of god that he
kept the congregation spellbound be
sides these lectures elder roberts also

imparted valuable instructions to the
elders at special meetings which were
received with pleasure and satisfaction
by them and with a full determination
on their part to carry out the same

at the sunday morning meeting the
elder roberts desired that the

general and local authorities of the
church should be presented in this con-
ference and made some instructive re-
marks upon this important matter
older samuel G spencer then presented
the general authorities in zion also the
missionmission anandd conference authorities who
were sustained by a united vote of the
saints it was further agreed upon that
all the elders laboring among the
scandinavians and germans in this city
work under the direction of the presi-
dent of the north illinois conference he
being under the direction of the presi-
dent of the northern states mission
the reason for combining the so called
scandinavian and german mission is
that we cannot afford to hire more than
one hall for public meetings and the
english language isis or must be spoken
there it is hoped that in the near
future the work will spread among the
scandinavians and germans so as to
justify them in renting halls where they
can use the language best understood
by them

all the elders had the privilege of
speaking during conference and ex-
pressedpre ssed their eagerness to go forward
and perform their mission in a credit-
able manner before god and man A
good spirit prevailed and a desire to
work in unison with one another was
manifest

the branch in chicago is in a very
good condition and many people came
to our memeetingsbetings and are investigating
the gospel principles A thousand hand
bills were distributed before conference
to announce our meetings and we feel
very much pleased that we have ob
bained such a good and comfortable
hall but occasionally ohe can only
have it every sunday from ix
until i p m and in the evening from
six to eight other meetings are held
in private houses generally thursday
evenings and then one must speak in
the scandinavian or german language
elder C D fjeldstedfieldsted came to chicago
the of may 1896 in company with
elders hH M pearson charles L
monch and your humble servant and
when we arrived there were a few
saints who hadbad been mostly gathered
by the labors of elders dahle from
spanish fork and who had done his
best to advertise his presence in the
city but there was no organized
branch before president fjeldsted
assisted by elders clark spencer and
the brethren before mentioned on the
ath of junijune 1896 organized the chicago
branch of the church also a sabbath
school both departments with athe
necessary officers since then there
has been additional strength added so
that at present the branch numbers
over fifty members while it can be
said that in a city like chicago there is
much wickedness and sin and many
bad people there is one thing sure and
that is that there are many good and
honorable people the elders have

1

been treated with kindness and respect
by all classes ever since we came even
in the latter part of the summer when
we held open air meetings vwithoutt t the
least molestation I1 will say that much
of the people so far

we have been visited by a good
many of our friends from utah also
missionaries on their way to the coast
through the summer and at present
there are several of our utah boys or
young men who are taking various
studies and they are very attentive to
our meetings and bring their friends
with them

following are names and addresses of
the elders john N davis and T F
durfee tolman avenue chicago

H M pearson rockwell street
john F F darius W division

street third floor
charles L monch gustavus A s

olson lewis H kelesh and john bul
liger 1469 milwaukee avenue chiago

will J harrison lewis mccarreyMcCorrey
county illinois

joseph G charles jensen
ottawa P 0 la salle illinois

JOHN N DAVIS
president of conference

J F F DORMSDORIUS clerk

AT THE ANTIPODES

GOULBURN new south wales australia
october ath 1896

hoping a few lines from this part of
the world will be ofof interest we cheer-
fully comply with the suggestion made
through your valuable paper which
comes to hand regularly aldisaand is a valu-
able helper in spreading the gospel

I1 left my home in richfield utah
march ath 1895 for a mission to
australasianalasia on my arrival at auck-
land new zealand I1 was appointed to
labor in sydney australia and have
been there the past seventeen months
during which time near thirty intelligent
honest hearted souls have been added
to the church of christ special men-
tion should be made of the efficient
labors of elders jedediah goff of west
jordon W G mill creek salt
lake county also D A nelson of
bloomington idaho and A J ridges
returned home who have labored dili-
gently and humbly for the establish-
ment of righteousness upon the earth

myself and companion elder park
were lately appointed by president
Richard sto take a trip into the country
accordingly after bidding saints and
friends at sydney goodbyegood bye and re-
ceiving their best wishes and blessings
we started on our journey we booitook
train at sydney saturday september
aith 1896 the ride in the train was
pleasant passing through a
green wooded country here and there
a small village the quiet and peaceful
look of which reminded us olof the small
country towns at home and as spring
has come wild flowers and blooming
orchards could be seen on either side

we arrived at goulburn a quiet city
of a few thousand inhabitants the same
day we left sydney and were met at
the depot by a sister griffin and one of
her estimable daughters who kindly
took us to their home and made us very
welcome we spent the evening in the
parlor and enjoyed the sweet singing
with piano accompaniment furnished
by members of the jamilyfamily the family
album was opened and there were
pointed out to us some of their loved
ones who had gone home to zion many
years ago some of whom have since
died and others are still living and are
anxiously waiting for their relatives in
this land to gather home As sister
griffin had not rootedooin at her home for us


