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Sunday morning, (Annual Con.
Jerence) Axril 8, 1883,

BEPOETED BY GIBBS AKD IRVINE.

The testimonies which have been
borne in our hearibg durlng tbls
Conference have been such that in
listening to them my heart has, it
has seemed at times, almost melted
within me,and 1 have had difficulty
in controling my feellngs, There
is an infinence and a apirit accom-
panying the testimonles of the ger-
vanta of God which carries convic.
tion into the hearts of all those who
are willing to receive them in the
truth and in the apirit in which
they are given. The Lord has gra-
ciously pouared out Hls Holy Bpirit
upon the people, and He has poured
it out in power upon Hlis servants.
Their test'monies will llve, Man-
kind will yet be judged by
them. Every Latter-day Baint
who has beard the tostimony this
morning of the servant of God who
has apoken unto uwe, and every Lat-
ter-day Baint who bas at any time
during these days of Conference—or
during our meetinge or any meet-
ings that have Leen held—heard
these testimonies, who has heard
the word of the Lord proclaimed in
the power and in the demonstration
of the Holy Ghoat—I say every Lat-
ter-day Baini who hae thus hesrd
wili at pome time or other be judged
by these words and these testlmo-
nles, and these words will stand be-
fore the judgment seat of Christ
ageinst them, aud their condemna-
sion will be sccording to their disre.
gard of these words. And in view
of this we ought to tremble, we
ought to be filled with that feeling
which Brother Joseph F.Bmith says
he has experienced and which he
doea expetience—our nothingness,
our unworthinesn, our sinfuiness in
the pressnce of a great and boly Be-
ing like our Ged.

God has made plain from the
beginning of thls work, unte
those who would listen to Him,
His law. He has taught us
with exceeding great plainaess,
There has been no lack of teaching,
of coumsel,orof exhortation,for there
has been & consiant stream of revel-
ation and imstruction and counsel
from the commencement of this
work until this day. The leaders of
this Church, the Apostles of the
Lamb, have aritcen early acd bave
labored late, pleading with this peos
ple, pleading with them with ail
the earnestness of their souls, with
all the strength that God has given
unto them, 1o turn from their eine
to righteoueness, and to live go thal
they will be counted worthy to en-
ter into the celestial kingdom of our
God; sud not only bave they pleaded,
but God has pleaded through His
Holy 8pirlt; God hasvisited thiz peo-

e and by the manifestations of the

oly Ghost. He has touched their
hearte, He has sroused thelr con-
scienoes, He has entreated them by
night and by day—when they would
listen te His voice—in the same
manner to put away their sine, to be
purs, to be holy, to be worthy,of the
great blessings and endowments
that He has had ready to pour out
upon them, and which He has in
fact pestowed upon themw., How can
we stand before the judgment seat
of our God and plead ignorance for
sina that we may have commifted?
How can the adolterer in this
church, shefornicator, and the man
who commits other sins, staud be-
forethe Judgmentseat of our God and
plead fgnoiance? We have been
tapght from the beginaing concern-
Ing these crimes. We have bLeen
taught how sinfal it {5 to commlit
murder, to shed blood, and the
hearts of those who have been thus
tanght shrink with horror from the
bare contemplation of shedding their
fellow cieature’s hloed. Hss there
been & eimilar feeling respectin,
adultery and lasciviousme:s? If
there has, then blessed ate the })eo-
ple wbo hiave had that eame feeling
of horror at the thought of com-

mitting themselves in lasocivicus.|]

ness that they do have when they
think about shedding blood,'for there
1s only a difterence of degree in the
crimes, The adulterer commiis the
greatest sin next to murder that can
be committed by a human being, ac-
cording to the word of the {Lord te
gr. The man who commits sin
with his neighbor’s wife, the man
who seduces the innecent, who
takes advantage of the uaweary,who

@God, commits the next greatest
crime in the catalogue of crimein
the sight of God, to the shedding of
jonocent blood. And God has 'pro:
claimed this from the beginning un- |
to this people, and He has put us
under the most solemn obligations
concerning theee great erimes, and
in the judgment day of God Al
mighty we shall be held account-
‘able for our transgression of these.
lawe; we shall have to pay the pen.
alty of these gina if we are guiltym‘
them. Now, the servants of (3od
bhave plead with this peoplefrom the
beginning npon these matlers.- It
is not a new doctrine that Is being
taught to-day. Itfa as old as the
gospel itself. Its existence was
contemporaneous with the gospel,
for it isoneé ¢f the eternal laws of
the gospel of the Bon of God. God
will have & pure people; God will
have a chaste people; Lrod will have

every kind, for God is a God of mer-
oy. But who caun outlive the conee-.
quence of ain; who can blot out the
fact of having committed sunch sin?
Butter far to be ffve from it, and not
to even lock upon-a woman to lust
after her; for Giod has eaid, he that
does it shall deny the falth unless he

repents, Let us be warned, my
brethren. Fast if it be necessary.
Fast and pray until yon obtain

r
Eower to su%due your Easslons and
riug them into subjeotion to the
Jaw 0f God, that holiness may be
wrltten upon us and dwell within
ue, 1 wish that all our people could
realizs these thinge, could see thém
a4 they are, I am sure If they could
on)y understand the ferrible conse-
quence of committing aein of this
character they wonld 1stber go to
their deatt than be gullty of it.
And then agalu 1o reference to the
bablt of getting drunk. I have

& virtuous people; that is the kind ot
people that He is choosing. It is
the great crime to-day of our age—
this crime to which I am now al-
laging. It is the great and
crying sin of this generation. The
ery ascends from the earth tothe
heavens. Woman is being trampled
nponywomsn, ia vicitmized; womesn i
being defiled and destroyed by man,
znd her cry,though it may be stifled
in the ears of man, yet it ascends in
Eiteous appeals untc the God of
eaven; Iin pitenus appeals from

knowhn men who have fallen intothe
commission of this orime to whidh I
refer through ylelding to drunken-
nesa, They become filled with:
tue spirit of liquor, get drunk-
and wunder tue influence of
that, do thtngs that they
have sorrowed for during the re-
mainder of their lives,
you,” as a servant of God, tha{ no
man who Is an habitual deankard
can have the Bpirit of God dwelling
with bim. The spirit of Intoxiea-
tion and the 8pirit of God will not

every land under the sun does the
cry of those down-trodden and de-
flled alsters ascend nnto God against
this generation. And they will be
henard, tco, and visited with venge-
ance Jn the due time of the Lord
upon those who have caused those
cries thus to ascend. And God hss

world for tbhe parpose of eav-
ing the world. e has chos.
en you as the saalf of the

eartb, He has chosen yon to save
mankind, to stand at the head as
the paviors of woman. That is pars
of our migsion, to be ithe aslt, as I
have eald, of the earth, But if the
salt ioges it eavor,wherewithai shal]
it ke salfed? It is good for nothing
bat to ke tbrown out and trodden
under fool of man. That is allitis
good for if it loser ils zavor.

We have reeson to be thankfual to
out Father and Gsd, that He haa
in His abundant mereies and good-
ness revealed unteo us His law con.
cerning these matters. We should
teach these laws to our children, to
our boys, that when. in their youth
and In the strength of their passiona
they shall not yield to temptation

and commit acts that will have a
damning effect upon them through-
out the remainder of their carcers.
We should watch them in their ten-
der youth. We should instil into
them lessons of purity. We shonld
care for them with sll the wisdom
that God bhas given ms; and our
daughters likewire, and have our
daughtera feel that rather than part
with their virtue they will part
with thelr life; that thelr virtue is
more precious than life,

God has done everything for us
that He can do. He has said to us
through His servents, “Go to and
maryy my daughters; you can take
them In wediock; you go to mnd
raige up a righteous posterity,-an
honorable seed fn the earth; I give
you this privilege,” He opens the
door In that direction, and epy man
who has entered in at that door,
who has tuken wives, is held guilt-
less before God. They are the men
whom God has blessed; they are the
men whom God has honored; they
are the Prophets, they are the Apos-
ties, they are the High Priests and
BSeventies; they are full of the Holy
Ghost according to their faithfulnees
in keeping His commandmente; but
the men who seduce, the men who
commit adultery, the men who de-
filoe women, God damns them, He

withdraws His spirit from them;
His power ia taken from ther. You
see the line of distinctiony it Is
drawn, and it ls drawn clearly. A
man may be spparently close to the
lins, and if he keeps within it he is
eafe; but let him overstep that line
and he becornes = subject of con-
deronation through transgressingthe
aw,

Now let us be warned iu f{ime.
You young men-and there are
hundreds in this ¢ongregation—be
warned in time, and bring not sin
apon your fouls and damnation upon
your heada by transgreesing this law
of God. You young ladies, keep
Yourselves pure as angels, and value
your purity as you would If you
were angels of God, and fo live that
the Holy Ghost may descend upon

chosen you, my brethren, out of the

co-exial in therame bosom. [ do
not meantto say thas there are mot
times when alcchol may be used
with proflt as a medicine. I have
never taken that ground. But the
habitual wuse of alcoholle drinks 1s

Now I tell

der why this is, and how long 1t will
continae to be.

“[gs it possible that we are golng to
be overpowered by the wicked? Are
they going to take possession of onr
place? Are they going to control us,
and will we be compelled to live in
this condition always? When- we
left Babylon to come here, we pup-
poeed it would be Zion indeed.”?
These are serloos guectiona that
present themselver doubtless to
many mindej and people wonder
how these thinge can be. Let me
say to you that God, our Eternal
Father, 16 watching over this people.
There ia nothing that s taking place
here; there i nothing connected
with the condition of soclety in our
city, noz in all our Territory, that is
not known to our God, snd that He

8chools, Young Men and ¥y
-Women’s Mutual Improvemen,, *
sociations, and the gquorums 28,
Priesthood—1 am  looking forgoute
for auch an increase of wisdon,#:"
power that the developmeut,f;,f.
training of our children will jwe
matter almost of perfect miy, &ﬂ:
the midst of all these hostile iy,
ences. Btill we have to cogyebe
against these wicked thinge, i »"
eratare of the sge and all tney :ﬂ:
that abound—we have to pot
agalnet theee, and to teach ourg Y,
dreu to shun them, -
Well, now, what about Zigg u:
Zion prospering? Yes, iy 4
golng forward, falfling the je o
that God has predicted concey cros
it, and every fatthful man ang
man who remalos gobnectely o

does not control, and tnat He does
uot permult for a8 wise purpote in
Him.

We are in ths world, and in one
senee it may besaid & part of the
world. Iknow that the idea pre-
valled in early days that we sbou'd
be eecluded from the world, and that
we ehould grow to power, and march
forth from our seclusion into the
fall light of day, as the dominant
power. Many did not foresee such
a condition of things as now sur-
rounde us. They did not expect
tbie. They thought when we came
to thees mountalna we should be
eecluded until the great promiscss
concerning the faoll glory of Zion
esbould be falfijled. But bere we are
surrounded by theze adverre influ-
ences, And what are the effects to
follow this ptate of aflairs, and what

this cburch—and all falibfy y are
and women will remaiu cune)
with 1t—will : hare in the glomy o).
triumph of Zion. There & Go
some gnflering 1o endore. s
that? We have to waih ommlgg
white in the blood of the Lamb rck
have to come up tbroogh mygh: ¢
bulation. We have (0 epd égf,,
in order to re elve the ¢pbic
of glory that awmts us, jtb
if we oling to.Zim, it we eligp
the glurious principies that Gad By
revealed for our salvation, ourg *
tation and that of our post -
nesured vs. And I can prediy o
the people who are here gy "
today, who are faithful, Wiee "
want a man, possessed of (i
Priesthood, to etand before thely
from this time forward, so huy
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contrary to the law of (Jod, and to
the law of the church. | do not
speak for all npon this mater, but L
cannot, a9 one, fellowship in my
feelings an hebYaal drunkard. I
know that the Bpirk of God will not
dwell with bhim, and socoe: of Jater
he will" be led sstmy, agd dp things
that will carry him oat the
churech if he should MHve lung
enough.

We musi be a pare shd haly pre-
ple. God requises thi of us.
Whether yor reo 14 or not It ia plain
to me, that God 1s requiring of as a
higher standard of purity than here-
tofore. Fifty-three years have now
pacsed pince this church was or-
ganized; and it fa certainly right
and proper that we should be a bet-
ter people than we were Afty-three
years ago; that we should now reach
a higher standard of excellence than
we did at that time. To me this is
8o plain that it seem# wonecessary
to state it. Qod ie operating with
us, and He is )i:tening to our
prayers to an extent that, it geems
t0 me, He never did before. This
people are advancing; that e, a cer-
tain portion of them are; and ‘hat

rtion are goiug on in the path that
aood has marked out; they are striv-
ing to attain to the celestinl glgry,
and God ia bleseing them to a won-

derful extent, and He will continue
to do ro,

We must, as Elders of Isrsel,
Iabor to nplift the whole mass of the
people; and this 8 a great, yeta
glorious work, to ral=e to a higher
standard of excellence, a whole peo-
ple such as we are, with our weak-
nesses and follies. Yet this is the
labor God requires of us; and this ia
the labor that devolves upon us.
This is alse a work of individaal ef-
fort. The leading men of the church
cannot lift the peogl:l; they cannot
take hold of them ily and com-
pel them to obey the laws of God;
they can only ase their moral infln.
ence through example and precept
to this end, and thia is what each
man snd woman can do; and thisis
what al) muat do to be completely
saccessinl.

We are on the eve of great
changes. God ls about to work a
%reat work through ue,and in doing
t he wlll bring us to the front. You
will see the mighty
displayed in our behalf to an extent
that you never have seen, This
work 18 going forward with a rapld-
ity that meany of us cannot concelve
of. God is working with us and
through os, and through his Elders
who are abroad and among the na-y
tions. The predictlons made by the
pervants of God during thia confer-
ence, and thls morning by Brother
Joseph F. Smith, re;f)ect!hg this
work, will allba faifilled. It will go
forward, there is no power that can
arrest i{ts onward progresse on the
earth, i
The question frequently arlses
with the Bainte, how is it that we

Ft:wer of God

are sc mixzed up a8 we sxre ai the
preeent time with evil? Bali Lake

‘Dur; own weakness,

is the design of God In permitting

glve us a better understending of
alzo of our
own atrength. We must etruggle
with theee evile; we must aoguire
power sufficient to contend success-
fully with them fn thiz limited
arena like Salt Lake City, and lke
the Territory of Utah. We have
to contest every inch of the ground,
test our strength, test our ability,
test our wisdom, and bring every
power of our minds Inte full play,
right here In this pmall arens, unttl,
oonecious of cur strength, im fail
poseesion of our powers, and con-
vinced that we have sirepgtn thai
others do not have, we ehall enlarge
the arena, cope with more extended
and more pofent infuences, and
gradually enlarge and spread, un-
til the kingdom of our God, instead
of belog confined to this Territory
of Utah, shali inclore the continent,
Thus, through the power that God
will give unto us, we shall enlarge
the ecircle of our Iinfinence, spread
abroad, and this people make them«
selves felt in every ramifica-
tion and- fn every department.
That is the labor that devolves upon
ue now. We have to contend for our
rights in the counrts; we have to con-
tend for them in Congress; We have
to contend for them everywhere;
and in the contest our powers will be
developed; and we will prove to the
world that we have the power that
God has sald He woukl give unto ue,
and that we claim: as His servante,
We do not Intend, therefore, to
shrink from this contest.” 1f there
are syatems which will not endore
contact with such evils as exist in
Salt Lake City, omie is mot Inocluded
among them. Qurs will endure; as
to that we have nothing to fear. 1f
we be true to ocurselves and our
principlea we will conqner, aud wiil
succeed, and spread abroad and
nothing can prevent us.

[t ieiliquor sbops to-day, gamb-
ling saloons to-day, houses of tl-
fame to-day. There are the evils
which confront us, and which fur-
nish allorements for vice to our
children. Bat we will overcome
them, and will cope with greater
evils, and will overcome them; aud
we will sbhow the worid that we
have principles that can stand the
teet of time, and can withatand all
the eovll inflaences that can Le
brought against them. If we must
rear our children in the midst of
these, then let them rise superior to
them. We cannot enclose our chil-
dren in glass houses, We cannot
exempt our children, az Brother

Carrington sald yesterday, from the
tempfations of the world, They
have to meet them as we have met
them; they have fo resist
them as we have reslated them;
they have to rlse above them, as 1
trust we have risen above or shall
rise above them. We are learning

how to do this,—how to iraiy out

this? The effocts are, and the de- | women whose posterlty shall pee
aign is, to test the people of (od; to [the earth and be rulers amonpg
prove them; to eliminate from them | children ¢f men Iin sges to o

that which !a not of God; and to|throughout the

time ehall Jast. Here ale me
this congregation to day, bere Il:l‘.
L}
E

gleat mil?unh’n'
upon which we are now epiem O
Your eeed, if you are faithfa), y 9*
have this giory; and I promise tt
to you in the name of fke Lon &'
Jesus Christ. No fuithfol my ©
among you will ever Iackama: "
rejrerent him before the Largfr ©
this time forward. In everypux &
ation your seed will be foundss ©°
ing upin the full iight of han t‘:l
before the Great Eternal, posa.
of the Holy Priesthood, 83 miuk: E;
of our God and as mighty & |
the kingdom of God. Let mh, "
therefore, for this great bi'
Let ue prove ourselves worlhjlh
that our names may sk Ex
among the names of the holy ac
the sanctified and the p ;
that in the morning of the
tion we may come forward 6l o
wlth glory, immo:lality andeg o
lives; with Jesus, with Joeeph,' .
Hyrum, with Brigham, and¥ .
the host of the holy ones wholi
fought the good fight valianilfs o,
the end; whioh may God g

-]

the name of Jesus, Amen, :;
e ¥t
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AN OPEN LEITER, :;'
Addressed to  President  Jo

Smith, Jr., of the Re-orga® h;
Church of Jesus Christ of Latt In
day Saints, and others congpiosd |
at the Conference recentyded iry
the Temple at Kirtand 0hio.
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GENTLEMEN ; — Accounts OF
reached Utah of your Confers ,
held in the Temple at Kutll 4
Ohlo, commenwing Apri 6, 186
¥

geems but & few months sinal
writer eaw, In your pery

True Laller-day Saints' Ho®
glowing accounts of a contemp
convention of your leading 1
Independence, Jackeon (o
Missouri, You then held ontl
tering inducements by makin

place your grand center of 1okt
The writer gave some atten

gee how you would carry ol
programme. For eome csued
scenes were shifted and the i
of your offered attractions ¥

gignated to be gt Kirtland. P

it was thought to be an eass)
to patch up and repalr the.ok¥
ple than to build a new o

then, actual occupanoy and

outlay in repairs, might be
something ir taw favorable wy
organfzation as to the ownenbt
the building. At all eventh
conference convened there, mid
ing its exerclse the leading
thereof made certaip falee

tions calculated to decetve the
ag {0 some of the doctrinssant§
tioes of the martyred Prophei ¥
Beer, Joseph Bmith, Jr., the fﬂ“‘:'
undesr heavenly guldance, p
Church of Jesua hrist of I
dly Salnta, i o
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