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washington D C september 22
1897 the session of the supreme
court which begins next week will
probably be the last in which justice
stephen J field will sit upon the
bench judge field will be eighty one
yearsyear old on the ath of november
his health has been very poor for
several years he is exceedingly
nervous and he now seldom goes
about without a servant mentally
however he appears to be as strong
asam ever but he feels that the work of
the court is telling upon him and
that he ought to retire I1 called by
appointment upon him one morning
during the last days of president
Clevelands administration and had a
chat with him about himself in regard
to an interview he received me at
9 in the morning he had
risen at 6 30 and he was still pegging
away at his work he was clad in
dressing gown and slippers the gown
having been put on over his pajamas
during my call he furnished me with
a large amount of material about
himself and his career among other
things I1 loaning me a volume he had
eltten concerning his early life
which lais intended entirely torfor private
circulation and which has never been
sold in book stores he told me that
he intended to retire very soon but
gave me to understand that he did not
propose to allow president cleveland
to have the pleasure of appointing his
successor if he could help it every
one knows that judge field has been
one of toethe most noted democrats of
the united states he has been sev-
eral times spoken of as a possible can-
didate torfor the presidency and the
statement that he did not want a
democratic president to tillfill his place
by appointment will seem strange it
is not strange to those who understand
the inside history of matters connect-
ed with the supreme court the truth
is that justice field was very badly
treattreatedd by president cleveland when
chiefcalit justice waltewaite died petitions
came in from the lawyers from all
parts of the country asking that
judge field be made WaltesWaites successor
many of the legal organizations
passed resolutions to this effect but
president cleveland stepped aside and
chose melville NX fuller a chicago
lawyer who has as yet hardly
achieved a national reputation this
was a very bitter pill to justice fields
friends and you can easily see why he
was not anxious to oblige the presi-
dent during my call upon judge
field I1 asked him why he thought
cleveland had chosen fuller he re-
plied that he had no personal knowl-
edge of the presidents mind on thi
matter but that he had understood
from a number of reliable sources that
cleveland at that time was very
anxious for a second nomination in
order to secure this he had to build up
his strength in the northwest and in
the region about chicago A new
chief justice was to be appointed and
the appointment was used to this end
vilas who was then inir the cabinet
advised cleveland that fuller had
many friends and that he could be of
great service to the administration
odd judge field was told that it was
for this reason chiefly that the ap-
pointment was made

another reason why judge field has
not retired Is his desire to bethebe the old-
est justice the Supsupremeremd court of ththee
united states has ever had in point of

service by the end of november he
will have been thirty four years and
six months on the bench and will have
sat there longer than any other su-
preme justice since the organization
of the court he told me his term
had already exceeded that of justice
story who was supreme judge thirty
three years and five months and that
he might probably retire after having
passed the term of justice marshall
who served thirty four years and five
months Accord nig to law a supreme
judge having served ten years has the
right to retire at the age of seventy
and his salary tois continued for the re-
mainder of his life justice field
would have received his a year
during the past eleven years had he
done no work and another judge would
have ben appointed who would have
received an equal amount he has in
reality given uncle sam during this
time a present of in work
after he leaves the court he will prob-
ably devote himself totd putting to-
gether his recollections of the supreme
bench he has wanted to do this torfor
years and has collected a vast
amount of material with this view
he thinks it will take him about three
years to complete the book and al-
thoughthoughh he is past four score I1 doubt
not that he will attempt it

this book of judge fields when it
is completed will read like a romance
that which he has already written for
private circulation which he gave me
to look over is as full of adventure as
one of the books henty writes torfor
boys it covers the world beginning
in massachusetts then jumping to
turkey and drifting around cape horn
to the exciting scenes of early califor-
nia when justice field was only
thirteen he went to smyrna to visit
his sister the mother of justice brew-
er he visited athens and studied
there the modern greek and learned to
speak it fluently he had a lot of ex-
periencesperien ces during cholera times in asia
minor and then bamecame back to new
york to study law with his brother
david dudley fieldsfield next he went to
paris and while there read the news
that gold had been discovered in cali-
fornia he struck a bee line torfor amer-
ica and took a ship torfor the golden
gate

he landed in san francisco with 10
in his pockets and had to pay out
seven of these to have his trunks
taken up from the wharf he slept
on the floor that night in a room for
which he was to pay 3635 a week rent
and his breakfast the next morning
the cheapest he could find cost him 2

the result was that his first day in
california was begun with 1 in his
pocket he was then thirty three
years old and he says that notwith-
standing his lack of funds he felt
happy and hopeful he had however
only 1 left and he needed money at
once his first earnings came from a
lot of old newspapers which he had
brought along to read on the voyage
he had sixty four of these and gave
them to a man to sell with the under-
standing that he was to divide the
profits new york papers were then
worth 1 apiece in san francisco and
the man peddled them out getting 64
for the lot he gave the future su-
preme court justice half and when
young field found that jurymenjuryman got

8 a day and that the average work-
man was often paid as much as 16 a
day the prospects seemed brighter
his next step was to collect a note of

which belonged to david dudley
i field he saw the sign datheof the maker
of the note and learned that the man
hadbad grown rich in california he

called upon him and began to taftabout the country without
anything about the note ah sautaftathe man you will like it out hereheftthis toIs a glorious country I1 havehare al-ready made

Is that so said mr field 1I11 ammvery glad to hear it for I1 have a nownote
of my brothers david dudley fieldfiekhere against you and he thereupon
showed him the note the mans faaface
fell but he had been blowing to suchan extent about making money thatthaihe could not refuse to pay he looked
the note over and tbthenn at last in 41asharp tone said my signa-
ture and he thereupon paid the fufall
amount with interest

somes of the most interesting stories
in judge fields recollections will reterelate
to these early california i days fwforyears he was in danger of his life hehad many enemies and he waa a
fighter from the beginningbegnning at one
time a man named judge turner
swore he would drive field into theyuba river field was advised to bay
a shotgun and kill turner on sight
he replied however that he wouldwourlnot do that and that he could only abet
in self defense he bought however
a couple of revolvers and practiced
firing at a mark by shooting through
his clothes holding the pistol tnin Way
pocket he says that he soon acquired
considerable skill and was able to
hit a small object across the street
he thinks he could have hit a mean
easily and could have killed atevery shot he then sent a warning toturner saying that he would not adf
him nor would he seek any colltoftewith him but that itif he dared to ata 1

tack him or came near him in aa
threatening manner he would kuliiii iwajudge turner upon learning of ufa
fields skinskill with a revolver did amno
seek to carry out his threats he bluijustice of the court however and hebe
disbarreddisbarred field from practice shortlyafter this justice field was elebelectedelectiatiato the legislature here he was indanger that chehadhe had to have his platoalways at hand in the drawer of hkdesk in the legislative hallball he aloo
practiced in courts where every layer carried a pistol or a bowle kaj
and was once challenged by a judge tofight a duel he accepted the challenger
and as he had the choice of weaponjB
stated that the fight should be ham
in a room twenty feet square eanman to have a colts revolver andaad A
bowle knife the two principals waweeto use the revolvers first and then ae
bowle knives these terms the jwjdigs
lengst party would notbot consent hadthe duel was offon I1 could give a dobaj
more stories of a similar kind cccoers
ering judge fields career up until
1863 when president lincoln
pointed him to his place on the 8
preme bench

it Is generally thought that tunajustice
fields successor has already beeva
chosen and that the future judge watt
probably be the present attorney gexgem
eral joseph mckenna and presidentmamckinley have been intimate torfor 7they served together in the housee 1

Representativesand it waa stated at tbttime of mckennas acceptance of jjtaattorney general that the prealbrealy
dent meant to promote him to the su-preme bench in case a vacancy aoc-
curred during the next four yearayear
attorney general mckenna has tbthe
right situation geographically in re
sped to the appointment he cameocome
from california and in a legal waryvr
he is wewellI1 qualified for the position nobeatyis now fifty four years of agoage andeed a
in his physical and intellectual V
he isin a very dignifiedt manrnan a
would look well in a4 supreme awtagawngown he stands as straight aanal
of the big trees ofmariroseMari pose aalt h

dresses so correctlycorre etly that he hakea
think of pitt crawley tnin vanity


