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LONDON June 4 1893 DurlnR the
somewhat extended period In which I
actually lived the dIlly life of a cotter
monger In London many Interesting
observations andexpcrlcncc ude front

those connected with the Immediate
concerns of buying and hawking vcgcta
hies fish flesh and fowlI were naturally
resultant from my association with

Slumpsy Jem the roster and his wile

Ilecky evil what may be regarded as
the aristocratic coster society to which-

our signal financial success speedily
gave us admittance

It may not have been nn original dis-

covery on m lull but I was soon con

vlnced of the correctness of n curious
tennis of surmises growing out of much
previous obseivotlun and study of the
habits manners and speech of Iondon
folk In general a conclusion which
seems worthy of extended discussion by
others more able to main exact and
authoritative comparison This was In

brief that tire generic things we cull

cockneylsms In speech and manner
really base their origin chiefly among
London costermongen

It Is exceedingly difficult to make this
clear to those who have not lived In

London and also In large cities of other
countries long enough to havo caught
that exceedingly winsome feature of alll
great old unit compact communities
which fur a better name may be called

local color Observation will nearly
always disclose It to largely consist of
the reflexive Influence upon higher
classes Irom unique or outlandish lower
classes that cenlil itiiblttie nd humor-
ous or tragic realism of tIre lowly
almost Instantly transformed Into the
wit humor repartee and slang of
those above them until In degree
habit of speech form of the commoner
colloquialI expressions and even dislinc
lye mannerisms become fixed undi
characteristic with and upon that grade
of folk closest In mind feeling unit vocv
tlon to the characterful lowly people
whom they have consciously or uncon-
sciously Imitated

Thus I hove heard In noted Paris
laloitt the common jibes of the canaille
and the bonlcvarUleres front lips quite
unconscious of their origin Jn American
clubs ant drawing rooms countless
ant and patter expressions already long
previously lIscarded In New Yorks
llowcry slums where tire first took
form In the finest Edinburgh homes the
wise curt suit droll sayings of New
haven fish wive unit the ilcnlzcuipf I

Cowgnle unit Orussmarkct anil from
London concert halls up throuzh Lon
dun club past lnsllsh emtlrr end
noblemens city homes to tire floor of
parliament tacit the latest epithet and
utwut catch phrase o Loiuluu caUc-
rmoneentrolned bymy costfflHmrls W-

S ilt oLiaiU3aciJo5plraUBaal-
uci JniukiiiKTooni concerts at pennv-
Kaffir or In vallum liMtk Hlliift butt

lies with Covent Garden porters and
the glib tongued mobbera or fish

carriers ol ancient and odorous lilt
Inltsgate

As to cockney London talk high
amid low1 clear end distinctl tines mav be
drawn The colter Is tire typical Indeed
the genuine cockney Mis vernacularI

which Is to outlandish that one Im to
have long acquaintance with It to under-
stand It at alt is not slang because it
Is his original and unilleued mode of
expression IIlls swagger his oaths
his terrible objurgations his Impulsive
generosity hrs recklessI gimbllng his
londness for pets his moving ways wilt
In the gieat city his grotesque apparel
his aversion to a fixed habitation his
suspicion gC anything savoring of relig-
ion Iris unconquerable Agnosticism
his self reliance his fatalism Iris fond-
ness for his kind end kin and yet his
seeming brutality In all domestic rela-
tions his hardness and his tenderness
and his almost stern and Spartan loyalty
to his friends his race and his tradition
are all Inexplicable and tantalizing to
one studying his character little orion
hut they are absolutely Inviolably
his own hero Is not an lots of pre
tense hjpouisy or allectatlon about
him Ilecause of this ml1 ins of lon-
don lowly next him In tc oclal scale
hive In toni 400 tu 500 j eats time bent
unconscious mi tators lit much of IIIis
speech some of his manners a good
deal of his swacger and bluster and
not a little of his hirdness and brutality
All these latter folk are often generically
regarded as cocknevs Hut their
cockncylsm Is assumed copied hnmrt
Consequently It Is as ollciislva to Ihe
Intelligent Englishman who often errs
Inmlstiklng It for the genuine article
exclusively possessed by thin costermon
gets is It sl to theI wondering American
who knows nothing whatever about Its
origin

fhcie Is another class of folk In Lon-
don and throughout IEngland Immeasur-
ably less In number and real Importance
but Inexpressibly more omnipresent
and offensive who masquerade as

cockneys and who more than all
others tiring the lIon gutter cockney
iota permanent disrepute They area
tort of cliromo cockneys when the
genuine Turncresque reds and solemn
Mllletgrasof theI true cockney cosIne
ate brought Into analvtlc comparison
They comprise a mlxccl aunt murralned
multitude of London menaboul
answering somewhat to the dude Cholly
Vobbjcn ol America oung noblemen

nnd other choice aristocrats wIno go In
lor a tong and a strong pull y kncuw
Tu these are addedl a few flash journal
isIs say fellows who are
on thin lkrrtoo even the Ilowest of
omloii Uohrmlas not many actors fur
London odors are almost InvariablyIIxjndon gentlemen some hangerson of
clubs oil pugllUis sprinters horsemen
jockeymnd prolcssionil storming ores
generally thounnds of music hall per-
Iurnera and thin other thousind

EI iI Jil g

o t1f eU itWn rJhr
timid inioiuiii it time corner of yolk

and Waterloo roads aunt tens of thou
sands moro of London clerks and
apprentices vacuous and vainglorious

Simon Tappertilsfilled with fine

Irenty and mock heroics that they may
ever Incur tIne to them true British

stamp of the cocksure cockneys and
benny ruffians of the hour

All of these chrorno cockneys never
open their mouths without effort to out-

do their moral und mental superiors
the costermongcrs They occasionally
break loose Irons their London environ-

ment and travel In Ireland In Scotland-

on the continent and In America
A shilling with them Is n bob a

sovereign IIs n quid a donkey Is a
make a cabhorse Is cats meatt to

drink limior islo lake a wet a glass-

of ale lIs a tankard o bitter cviry one
accosted is guver nor and n woman
is a donih or a cow Tills sort of

tiring may possess a certain foclooglcal
and literary Interest when confined to
the characterful class from which It

emanates but every one of these pre-

tentious cockneys whether met In lon-
don

I

or on their rtilfunly travels about
the world should ba set lawn for pre
clsely w hat theyl ore They are no mure
representativei Ingllshmen than a NeW-

ark iludr catr lng the manner
epithets and clothing ol llowcry boy

hlahabout thinl world a tvpical
American I hey ore simply cads a
disgrace to Iintelligent Ingllsli pecplo
and an Insulting human parody upon the
Ignorant though sturdy and genuine
coslermongeis they sadly mimic puss
esslnz more than all Ihclr view and
totally Ilacking Ihe Ileast of Ihelr humble
virtues

The longer one studies these curious
lowly hulk of lorilon the greater Is Ihe
wonder that they have not proven a
more frultlul subject lor Ihe novelist or
at least fur such masters of character
painting as Thackeray Iloide and
ulckcns They have olwas Ibeen
uiillted as time butt of quips and nuirks-
by hire pennyaihner the wits of niitcA
the newspaper paragraphcts und In a
low sure ol way In nlsq the loudest
guffaws at the myriad music halls of
ondon Hut not until quite recently
I
hiss their character been serlojsly studi-
ed bye man of real genius or thiel
weaknesses virtues and traits appealing
to unlversil human recognition been
portrayed by a man of subtle perception
nnd ardent sympathies

That man Is Albert Chevalier Of
rench Wellll andI irish extraction he
was destined by his parents Ian the
priesthood Hut Instead he became a
successful actor of tine legitimate com-
edy under tIne IlincroftsI the Kcmlits
sod later at tire Court thcitre under
manager Hare In time he lound him-
self a popular leading comedian without-
an engagement Offers conIc to him
for encasements in burlesque as sec nd
comedian This was going backward
something a Iondon actor c mnot afford

to do Some of his work In comedy
had brought him among the costermon-
cers for chnaracletttudy and he remem-
bered that any song he had sung hi his
various characters beaiinz on these
droll foul had been received with
peculiar fjvor He suddenly resolvld
to turn music lull slinger a resolution
tthlcliormd out In Iondcm ordinarily
meins complete social ostracism Hut
Irom this time this determination was
itathul Cbcialicturmui lie cutuiJcjcJ l
In the light of port composer and singer
lie continued Cotter studies with a
positive genius a splendid education
oiiil aiflcoasfrlEhtcivtertlperceplIurt-
of w hat is necessary as with tlmepamn-
tnr8fl8tflhtVeTiluy1rrnnreoI1snr1 but

to reie ol in tIme sulkier prutcc nftuggts

tlon behind them and tIne result was
that since his first singing of The
Cosine Serenade at the London
Iavlhon In february 1891 he his held
the extraordinary position of being tIne
only performer upon any stage so
unique In his line of rendition and so
masterful In his urli tic skill as to pc
vent tine slightest attempt at rivalry

lieI Is but thirty ears ol age et his
Income from his nightly performances at
four leading London muilc halts and
from loyalties on his songs li from 5taus
to f 1000 per weeknearly equaling the
salary ol tIme Iresulcnt of the Unitedl
tallIes and all this from merely dis-
covering the costermongers of ondon
end revealing then to the people ol
London It tim been done In a way
to reach their ire irIs as welt as their
sense of humor lastingly as Is shown In
thinI fact tint his resent engagements
ore permanent furs pcriodof floe years
lie is a quiet studious fellow and while
his Incomparable success has opened to
him ho doors of lire great and
noble houses In London where his
genuine scholar hi and Icfiiiemcnl-
would render lion a social acquisition
without tine ulimutirof success lie leads
a modest life In his own pretty home
alongside the Thames almost under the
shidow of WIIdsor Castle where his
books hits punt and fishing rod ore his
chief companions

This much regarding Ihe mans pcrso
ahity 1o convey tu others who nro
unacquainted with coslerniongcrs IlsoOl
elves the peculiar conditions of London
tile and society which make it possible
fur n man to derive princely Income
Irom creating ami1A Interpreting
Chevalier Is more than a mere singer
upon the stagetwo or three coster
songs crci year Is a diflicult task
ondon Is utmost a great woilil In Itself
Its costers distinctive InI ti actcr
vocation speech Hails habi and
customs had previously tern rued an
almost unknown people in whit may-
be regarded as Intellectuali I London If
Juries Dickens were living unit had
wiillcn n great womb ol fiction In which
coster lift and love had been delineated
so powerfully that alt London stood
amaied at Its own Ignorance of Its own
lowly the cotter m in ant woman could
not Inane been nioie firmly set upon lIme

pedestals otl sentiment thins Chevalier
Ihas placed them through hIs strong
Ibli lights and bold broad orrolrsoI
delineation Inch trader representation
and song He has brought to almost
unlversil attention the mirthful and
serious aides of coster character lie
has shown that there Are coster comedy
and tragedy like that possible to your
lute and mine lnoncaftcr another
his marvelous song impersonations like

riie Costers Serenade The Coolers
Courtship The future Mrs Awbim-

Wet Cher fine Nasty Way TI Sons
iItand Our little Nipper he hao
brought the very heart throbbings ol
this uncouth class often through
p ithetlc tenderness tu close to those of
hUI hearers that the great London rub
tIc from prentice boy to prince
nwakined to the fact that costers Ire
actually human creatures Ipossessing at
lenjt slmc of tine common attributes of
humankind rti-

Chev iliertound that there coders really
mane rove to each other that they were
rude Kimcos and Juliets among liens
aunt such I mints as these are given of the
pCnllc passion oetween pearl buttunesl
J odef nnd their donah-

sou olaiI forgotten rrt that nlghl In Mir
Y

a jFo tl11lt

Oioemeaedol npemham l IrusyWn
You prods me enily wllli the winkle I-

neosssW appr n could b< thai day
Dona al tin WtUh Arm with U InJon-

w y

tmiqotCheni Is an Inimitable delinea-
tion of lIne coster In his roysterlnr
hilarious mood The Nasty Way III
Set It which has been pirated and put
to Ignoble use In America though told
In the uncouth coder way of n sneering
fault finding pal Is a mOlt wonderful
satire on that omnipresent class of
croakers who descend like harpies upon
all well earned comfort end content
11 Is latest creation Our IlhltleI Nipper
discloses Ihe coster parental love for
and pride in the coster boy who IIs
assiduously taught by his radiant
father

tool la books of count loT them e cant
abide

Bum In lUful Illllt Iker s Itills says
As mates mba people lsnue era we stirs
Chevaliers influence has linen health-

ful and good While as In London par-
lance roster stock Is looking up there
Is decidedly less of imitated cockney
lsm and costar slang among tiie lowly
unit less everyday buffoonery among
tIne cockney cads of London Defining
and revelling costers as n class have
brouht them into line for social and
literary contemplation This of Itself
gndually lends to confine Imitators to
very low class of minds whose Influence
upon manners and speich Is wlthont
weight and delineators tiinvcry high
order of Intellect as with Chevalier
wllh painters and with novelists who
will do the cosier no harm and wino
will mist tine publics eye or touch the
publics heart In a w ty that alwajs
makes It better for a thrill of mirth or
sadness

Chevaliers coder dialect Is admirably
clean lou clean to be Ihe real thing but
lie uses enough of their original expres
shuns to place the real coster before his
great audiences Irom having lived
and toiled among them my notet books
are full of their curious forms ol ipechi
They cannot be reproduced In print
wing tu their terrible profanity and
awful commingling obscenity while It
must be remembered tint the coster Is
absolutely iirxonsclou of either and
would Instantly put up his fivers to
any one who would seilously Intimate
that he was not rcrupulotisly respectful

h
ouch polite TInnyl are all men and

wonderful whistlers and they
veAnri odd sort of call unit answer a

monotone acccntuilcd thus
U tijlta fc taj
Talalaf la Alli

In their greetings they urn most effusive
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we have Goods on hand tha were bought for sale and for the remainder of theI season we wil1II

Discount for Cash all ices made by any Bankrupt Closing Out Overstocked or other
pretentious dealers

We say to our Friends and Patrons who understand us that we make these Specially Low Prices on
our entire

0lDRY > GOODS + DEPARTMENTS1 t

WHICH INCLUDES I

DRESS GOODS SILKS HOSIERY UNDERWEAR CORSETS DOMESTICS MILLINERY LADIES

SUITS IN ALL STYLES and all our

SPRING aic SUMMER CAPES aId JACKETS I

titi These are all New Clean Attractive Goods bought with judgment and discrimination and no excuse

Ui

I for selling is needed although we do want room for our FALL STOCK which will soon arrive
Ui

T G WEBBER Superintendent I

I
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