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THE DESERET WEEEKLY:

THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

CRIMES AND THE PREESS.

It may ha antéthe volceof one ckyiog
fn the wilderness” Lo speak sboul the
terribie increase of crime among the
nutions of the earth, nnd the osubees

that are responoeible for Ihle conditior
otill i1he voice le more and more dle-
tinctly henrd and It iz also commeand-
ing pome attention,

A Froeich journal recemntly gave
‘som=s tartling figures (o prove how
crime gradually laye bold of the
young. From 1828 tu 1880, while in
Fraoce the numhbher of crimes wNODE
ed ite bed iucreased i1bree-told, the
enminnlity of youth between sixteeu
and twenly guadrupled, In the peried
1880-1893 the sbowlpg fe still worse.
Cuollu-criminale inoraared in Dumber
twepnty-five per cent, asdult crimliosls
but eleven rerceot. More than nalf the
parrects 1n Parle are of offenders undet
twenty-one. These Frenoh figures are
shown by Mr. W. Douglas Morrison to
be typreal fur England end alsu tor the
Unblied Btates.

Mir, Gerry, president of the eoolety
for the Prevention ol Cruelty to Chilu-
red, oharges the publle press with

mwuch ol the responeiblity for the in-
crease of crime smong lhe Yould iu
New York City. Qo this subject he
Ba¥s Jn his anpunl addree::

The first conrre of their training in
vice is what muy well be called vicions
journalism., Turid stories of corime,
illustraled hy vivid piclores represent-
ing criminals in daring apnd attraciive
attitudes; descriptions of crimlnals ar-
resied for gross immoralilies, with tho
like pictorial illusiratious; parra'ives of
these und especially ol children charged
with crime, where nll the details are
elaborated with Lhe greatest care, with
their pictures often of a salacions char-
acter, make 8 deep-seated and deep-
rooted impression. ADy onc conversing
with chiidren held for crime msy soon
leard whence Lhe. sugpestions of crime
arc derived. They are obly tuo ready to
talk on the sabjecy and [reqoenlly to
comparsihelr exploits with those chron-
icled in these newspapers.

Mir. Gerry thluke thal as for the

eflects of this kind of Jourcallsm
the ecujtors might jumat s well go
out llke 80 many Fagloe aund

tesch the obildren lo ptok pockets, fire
houses and poisen lood,

M. Fouille, a French wrlter on the
same subject, Lakes a similar view. He
heliever that the very recltal of orime,
fta vescription 1o diegusting detsils,
exerts upon bhadiy-balanced minds a
woral pressure wnich s practieally
frreeistible, Bo clear is (his relation ol
description of crime to the commlselon
of corime, that cougresees of oriminol-
ogista end philspthropiste snd sssocia-
tlops againet immorsl ilterature have
agaip and againasked for laws making
it » penal ufiecee to publish a delslieu
sccount of corimes snd evXeocutions, or
even lo publisb the piclure of a notort-
ous crimi’ al.

The influence of the press over the
public miod is well illustraied iothe
reporte from Carson Oy, Novads,
where at the present, nocordlng to the
accounl, a veritahie prize figh' lever
has suized the entire ccmmuuity, pmal
hoye, leglslatore, frequenlers of ssloons

apd tenants of the prison. Whal
offect wiil thle have upon the small
boy and hissieter in years to come?
W nat space.atlone will they be drawn
107 What ditectlon will it give
their minde, thelr hearte, Wwhich
peturally heve a tendency (o evl) frow
the varly period of life? Bucb gques
lior s Daturally arlse, and parents and
educsators cannool but oaloulate the
aDwwer wilh feeiings of sadpess and
misgivinges.

Lt ie custornary Lo shift the respoosi-
ity Jor the discemination of crime-
breeding litersture on the general
public, hut this can be admitied oniy
mm part. Tue history of the preer
proves that when sepeatione first were
resorted to as part of jourpslleio, thelr
sppearsnoe was 8 shock lo the publie.
The papere were regarded ss pulCupie
vot to he mentioned 1n polite suclely.
They were, however, read all tbe
sumt, just hegause every ose was
curlous lo sve just to what depihe

of depravity su  editor would dare
to descend In publio. Liegal
proeepuatione nesisted the pile

of the papers, and the busiuess Was
proeperous. Finslly, what to ocm-
mebDce with was regarded as litersary
filth wa-umed the statve it Dow hese of
legitimate enterprise. It bre come
about by a gradus) process of familiar-
Iz"ng the public wita it.

Ip o fur, then, an the responsibility
rexts with the public, L) the public an
ny ) @3} mast be made tor lbe remedy.
W.li the lime ever come when true
Cuoristian meu and women will refuse
10 Bupport the papers that bring moral
pulsnn to the children? Wiil busizees
m o Gnsily refuse tu keep papers sllve,
that tbelr moral eenee conuemr? 11
w0, the press will quickly andertske
the reform® =ai) sdmit are the need
vl the hour,

ARCHE JLOGICAL DISCOVERIES.

RS

A correspopdeut of a Btockbolm
journsl eaye two fmportant argbsellog-
198] disCoveries have heen mads lately

in Jerusalem. [u the book of Ne-
neminh, chapter 3: 15 it is staled:

Bult the Gate of the Fonntain repaired
Shsiun the son of Col-hoze, the ruler of
part of Mizpah; he bujlt it sud covored
it, and set up the doors there2l, the locks
thereof and the bars thereof, and the
wall of the pool of Siloah by the king's
garden, and unto the staira that go down
from the clty of-David,

Part of these historlos! atalrs thal
led from the oity of David to the
king's palace and the Tewmple have
vow, it i8 confldently beiloved, heen
tound. Dr. Blies, Who ocouduocts
the excavations, bhwes discovered
thirty-four Jarge, unusually wlide
ateps  leading to the pool ol
Bilosh, Wwhere lormerly inter-
eslipg djscoveries have been made.
He it convinoed that these ateps &Bre
part of lhe staira menticned hy Ne-
beaiah. It i» probebly these Blalre
that sre mentioned jio the sccount ol
the visit of tne}guoen of Bheba to
King B.lomon, T Kinge, 10: 5:

And when the queen of Sheba had
mpoen all Solomon’s wisdom, and the

—

honse that he had bullt, and the meat of
his table, and the gilting ot his servants
and the attendance of his ministers, and
their apparel, and his cupboarers, and
his ascent by which he wont unilo the
houee of the Loord; there wasy no more
spirit In her.

The ctber discovery fr the rulne of
an apcient chuarch. In the history nf
the Acloninu, the martyr, written !n
the eixth cenlury, the author men-
tions Lhe descent to the poot of Biloah
apd 8 church eituated there. This
church, or rather what thero {s left of
It, has atso been found close by the
ateirs. Et 18 remarkable hecause the
waler onoe was Jed by B pcanal under
the altsr and down iDto the pool, per-
baps to be a reminder to the WoB-
shipere of the ‘‘pures river of Jife,
olear a8 oryslal, proceeding out of the
throoe of God apd the Lamb,*

GOSPEL OF DESPAIR.

The Chlcigo Times-Herald of Tues-
dey has an editorial op the ¢*Goapsl

of Despair” which recites some points
tbat degerve contémpiation by persobns
who may besliate helween doulht aud
belief regarding tbe fnndamental prin-
ciples of Christisnily apd the existence
){ God. The artlcle 1s called forth by
a set of displey headinge in that paper,
the general effect of the captlops being
laudatory of & Bunday speech by
Robert G, Ingersoll, in which Lhe
Iatter retafls mapy of hils aheard
apnd untrue aepertiens conoerning religs
fon; and the Times-Herald expresses
regret at the headiogs as an affront to
the peoplea wh)r cherleh the gonsnla-
ticos of the Christian religion as iD=
diepens «ble regulsites of a weli-ordered
1ife, and Bays that it bhas po excuss
save the excoee thatie often made for
thuee who maeke a study of writing
attractive newapaper cantions to caloh
the public eye. And il adds that hap-
pily the voluble agmostlc who abhan=
Jonod an honoreble profession (O
attaok Chrlstiapity tor pecunlary profit
18 no longer taken eeriously hy the
people who represenlt the eolid, pro-
qressive and lntelligeot slemeuts of
citizemy hip,

Qur .- esleemed colempnrary Lhen
recalls that there are many people who
Dave not Yet passed the *Sjoubling
slage’ that Is somelimes regardeid a8 &
concomltant of, true intellectual de-
velopment, yet whko think they flud
mental entertainment in Mr. Inger-
soll’s puerile attempts to pull down
whet centuries of the most profound
soholsrahip have falled to destroy; aad
L adde:

There la s period in the intellectual ex=
periences of many men where the shility
to “doubt’ everything is foolishly re-
garded aer the highest evidence of great
mental Erumndny. The young man at
college han his little spoll of agnosticism,
when he thrashes over the dry siraw of
unbelief onder the impression that the
process ia au_infallible sign of excesaive
smuriness. Bul the newer generatlons
Jearn as they gruw older and grapple
with the problems of life that the men
who really believe something and are
anchored immevably te a fixed faith
are the opes who bhave acoomplirhed
most for oivilization and humauity.
The reason Mr. kogersoll’a gospel of
despair makes so little headway is
because it is destruciive, oegntive and
pessimistic, Unbelief 1y a poor mental
pabulum to feed bumaa Dature that is



