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Retrodpective Review of the Providences of
God {n relation to the Saints—The wrath
and sohemes of men turned 1o 1he ddvac-
tage of God's people—Tho Order of God's
Church perfect—The wioked dlsturbed by
judgments while the rightecus enjoy peaco
—The adminlstration of the law of God in
relatlon to offenses—8hould be resigned to
tho will of God fn all things.

THE Lord be thanked and prateed
for granting us anocther eo favorable
opporfunity of meeting together to
contemplate the interests of His
Kingdom, and our sonl’s sa]vation
st this Conference. “Day unto day
uttereth speech,” said the ancient
man of God, “and night vnto night
showeth knowledge.” Wae can sy
that week after week, and month
atter month, since our lzst Confer-
ence we have had renewed cceasion
for thanksgiving and praise to Him
for the many blessings which He
has voncheafed unto His people.

If we take & reirospective view
of His providences to us as & people,
especlally during tho psriod of our
sojourn in these mountaing, weshall
find that cironmistznces have oc-
curred st very short intervals which
have kept the pecple contlpoally
swasened toa sense of their liber-
tles and to a watch care for them,
nieasuring aud weighing and notfe.
ing the efforts that hzve been made
from time to time to take away onr
privileges and liberties, snd each
plessings a3 were thoughp eould be
taken from us which we hiid entered
into the enjoy ment of eince our loca-
tion in tbese mountain fasineeses,
Btep by step every such instance
hasz been attended, if mot with ali
that gift and abundancs of {avor
and mercy which we might have
deeired, and which mizght not have
been best for us, yet with sufficlent
blessing to manifest the Eind care of
our Heavenly Father continually
and vncesringly OVer us.

When we came hera and flrab
mede car laws, realizing that we
were far away from the mass of the
people of the States, both east and
west of us, we found it was with
great difficully that we could avail
oureelves of the few bleasings which
government seemed to fender to us.
We could not even obtain the pres-
wucs of federal offleirls in our midst
regalarly as was designed by gov-
eroment, and as was needed by the
people.  Consequently our isolation
reqaired our Legizlature {o coufer
unusnal powers upon our local
courts; but it was noi long hefore
the eftort was made, and tinal suc-
oses was had In taking from oor lo-
cal courts the civil and criminal jar- |
1sdiction. Time will not ellow me
to enter into minwte detalls, There-
fore, suffice it to say, thal mission

J udges have come here fully deter-
mined to convert us from the error
of out ways, as it appeared to them,
to the “purity, refinement and civi-
lization® of the world! After Jahor-
ing and tolling eome years in_eur
midst, fnding their decisions
frequently overthrown by the de-
eimione of the Buperior Court
at Washington, our P.t_'ophet,
who hed been ufegally imprisoned,
released {rom his oonfinement,
and one thing atter another upessy
their pians and devices; 8o thati the
greatchanges which had been hoped
to be bronght sbout smong us to
make us Jike the people of the world,
signally feiled, and the end of that
effurt was that the poor, miserable
wan who uadertook the job was car-
ried home in s

£ must notice one or two other
importent facts which have stood
out very prominently bsfore us, and
they were, thnt thils people wheo
ware not of the world, and had no
fellowship or love with the world,
musb be restricted in thelr ecivii
rights snd military daties for fear
thzt they shonld de some milachief on
n holiday, therefore they were forbid-
dsu by Guobernatorial Proclamation
to order ont a company of infantry
or cavalry to belp to celebrate the
Fourih of July a3 they &nd their
fathers were wont to do from time
immemorial. . =

Oae sfier another these and simi-
]ar efforts have been made Lo take
our liberties and privilegzes away
from us that we might be brought
into somesort of pomiemptiole sub-

tary duty as a people, or protect our-
eelves even from the sorrounding
savages? [mmediately-when thla oc-
corred it secmed a3 if the very hea-
vens were moved in onr bebalf, sll
the tribes aroond ns became divest-
ed, seemingly, of what hoetllity they
had posgesred, and ever since that
occorred we have had the most sub-
stantiz] peace and gojet all around
us among the natives, How kind of
Providence if was to so completely
remove the enmity of the natives
when this ciroamstance transpired.
We are relieved from the unplens-
ant tax of military duty and even
our adversaries are made to be at
peace with ue. 'What a logle of fact
for a contentions world to read.

Daring the past year the great ef-
forts that bave been made have
seemed to prove abortive; epscial ef-
fortg and measurea have appeared to
miscarry; and we have had a law
right from the Capital that
wsoned &8 if it must tell on the
“Mormone.” A class of our people
hsve been temporslly diveated of
the right of suflrage; men and wo-
men, who may have violated some
law, and many who havenevar vio-
lated 2oy Jaw of Congress,have been
deprived of their ypolitical rights.
But with all this we stil]l seem to
live and thrive and prospar {aster
than we have ever done before.
The very step itzelf wiil prove a
great blessing to this geopls by sep~
arating a portion of those who have
not the highest respect and venera-
tion for all the Laws of Gad, snd
enable those who hava, to bs the
wiser counselors and more efficient
aids in advzrcing the Interests of
the Kingdom in the hands of those
who may be mers acoeptable in the
eyes of government to wield admin-
iztration hers locally.

Baot it is a singular fact, a singn-
lar elrcamstance, that a man
shonld come here from the heart of
the nation—clothed, as was sap-
posed, wiih every guaitfieation to be
a Governor of Utab,—should act &3
he hsg scted. He had been through
the army in the Jate rebeilion. He
was 8 man capable, as was sapposed,
of understandibg what was wizht
and proper a3 belween Yhwe nalion
and any other part of the country
that might zeem to feel in apy wise
opprested or Himited,and who would
administer constitotional righte and
executive powers with ability and
with skill. He came here clothed
with the supreme beanly of the
Btate from whence he came. This
man by his excessive propenszity for
figures, as we all know, made some
very strange calculatione) and theu
when one thing ¢idn’t work another
seamed to, until our representative
in Congress was removed. Bat.by
and by we are blessed with another
nein Congress to represent o
there, And in ashort time we found
that, with the sepecial effort that was
belng made in Washington in our
behalf, such 2 shadow of doubt wag
cast over a certain portion of the
law, entitled the Hoar amendment,
when it was thought advienble by
the Governor to execnte pome three
hundred comm!ssions, mote or less,
to msn whom he appointed to flll
snppoged vacancles in this Territory,
which if carrled oot would have
furned over the locs! sunthorify of
the Territory into the hsuds of the
avowed enemies of this people, bat
the supposed vicanies did not exist
and the offices continned In the
hands of the incumbents, After al}
the election held during the past
8sascn when these offices were fillod
by the people’s candidates. Thus
wo have occasion agaln to rejolce
that notwithstandlng another des-
perste effort has been made to take
away the rale from the handa of the
people and pot it into the hands of
their enemies, and make zs an out-
gide Territory, sukject o their op-
pressions, subject to sll manner of
taxation thai they might please to
impose npon us—we find toat the
voles and Vote of the people are atill
triomphanty™that their candidates
bhave gone iuto office and ure com-
miesioned, the saleotions having
been made from among those whoae
rights and privilegea have been
maiontained nnto them.

It is n singular featare in this mat.
ter that the Governor has taken it
into his head tv leave the Territory
Justat the time when it waswsup.
dosed he would be requlred to eze-
cutethere commicalons. But with-
oui golng into particalare, persons
of ordinary discernment observe
that the conrse he has taken ls sech
that he cannot himselt cheek it to
remaiu sad issue the commissions g

fary be acting.governor., When
men come here full of determina-
tion to show thelr bravery, thelr
abllity, smartness and cimpetenoy
heyonc[ thelr predecessore, to capture
Ctah and torn her over to the hands
of the ungodly; it appears that
every one who hes made such sn at-
tempt has et with very signal de-
feat. When a man defeats himself
88 perfectly as thia lIast ove bas,
I think the Latter-day Sainta have
occaslon to thank God and take cou-
rage; we have reason to rejoice and
praiee the Lord in all there matters,
for whatever cur enemies do He
ms3kea it return that, like s boonier-
ang that iz thrown out, it comes
back and strites the person that
huorled it,

Well, then, my brethren and sis-
ters, eeeing that this is the way that
thece matters all move, the way
they all operate, thogl it notin-
spirein us the moet profound grati-
tude toward God for these maniies-

tations of bis mercy, goodness and
blessing unto us, .&e has made onr
flelds to abound with plenty. He
has favored us with blessings innn-
merable and Incomprebensifle. We
have s peace, a joy and a satisfac.
tion at heart which those men who
make theso desperate lawa casnot
contemplste. We rejoice In the
blestings that heaven ia bestowing
apon us. Is it not, then, our bonnd.
en doty to testily to God, the an-
gels, and thoere thatattend upon the
covenant people of God, that we are
determined tolove Him mare aund
serve Him better? I was plessed to
hear the remak meade by sre of
my brethren yesterday, thet ho felt
on returning here, after ay shsance
of five or six yesrs, that There was
sn_improvement in the spmitand
feelings of the people. This is very
manifest to those who observe and
notice it. Bat we thimk there
should be & very mach greaber im-
provement. Many of us have been
very careless of some of tho com-
mandments; words of wisdom
which the Lavd has ssuen fit to give
tous. We have ot osed that care,
that caution, and that scund discre-

tion In our dally lives bsfore Him
that it ia hecoming we should do, I
propcae, brethren and risters, in
view of this matier tha! we take
these things to heart, and ese if we
can and ought to draw neszrar to
God while He i3 willlng to draw
nesrer tone, and thus more fully
sense His blessinge, His mercies,
and His loving kindness unte us,

This Iuatitution,—~which Preal-
dent Taylor so besutifully reviewed
Yyesterday morning in the Assembly
Hall, notleing the varied auothori-
\tlea of the Oharoh acd thelr malti-
farious dutiec—sete forth to every
discerning mind that the order of
God’s government presuppcses and
contemplates the strongest possible
form of governmant that has ever
been kpnown on the earth. Wen
heve come here in years past, and
in speaking of President Yoong
they have sald that he had a strong
government here in Utab; and Iater
on, in speaking of President Taylor,
that be had a stroug governmant ia
Utah, and also that men coming
here from abroad to govern ihe peo-
ple, simply goverved the put-iders,
snd that the President of the
Church governed the Latter-day
Baints, This is the way the ungodly
speak about it. Latter-dsy Hzints
know that the orderjof God’aChurch
is the perfect order. They know
that it ia the one Intended to give a
peaple strength in the carth, snd
that strength ig in their righ:eous-
heew, in their virtue, in their puri-
iy, snd in thseir nnicn and fallow.
Ehip with the Hpirit, with each
other, and with the heavens.

‘These principlea are very dear snd
very glorious, and we coght to re-
Joice above all men in the earth,
We may lock to the east, to the
wesfy to the north and to the sonth,
snd we see sll governments, nll
peoples, all nations, all kindreds and
tongues ctirred up with an activity,
a apirit of strite and ambition tosu-
periority, and we fes thet thers is
oonfMual commotion smong them
in thelr political affatrs aud in their
olvil reiations. There sre a gregt
mugy dietorbances continaally go-
ing on, and many of the nations are
really on the verge of bankrnpioy
through the wvsst debts creatag to
maintain  theit nunwrons zrmies
even in the time of peace; whils
hete among this people, though our
Hberlles are menaced and threaten.
ed, and our peace would be scme-
times disturbed if we would ailow

Ity yet, by the bleising of God we

us, end while dark clond2 aund the
thonderings and lightnioga roll over
the ,political horizon, yet in the
bearts, In the homee and in the
hebitationa of the just there 1s
peace, euch a3 the wicked know not
of, end it bespeaks the tratb of the
revelation which eays that not long
henee the people of Zion shall be
the only people that wiil not be at
war among themeselver, ind that the
day will be when thsy who will not
tak® up the sword sgainiyt their
neighbor will have to flee to Zion,
of which ihis is the emlrryo,

fALook abroad and s:e what the
Lord iadoing in the way of judg-
menta. There has scarcely been a
¥Year {or many years past when they
bave seemed to be reo terrible as
they bave beeun doring this present
year &o far., Think of one portion
of the worid where ialands of the
gea have been sunk and 100 000 peo-
ple reported destroyed by eatih-
guake and voleanic eruptlons. And
apother where it iz paid some 15,000
or 20,000 were likewiza destroyed.
Think of i{] And yet the Lord has
precerved us in these mountains—
o this vegion of country that
might scientifically Le cailed one of
the most wolcanic poriions of (ke
whole esrth, The very /ace of the
earth tells ws fta character by ite
extinet volcanoes, its silent crmlers
and nomerous hot eprings, Look
&t the stratn of the earth’s crustin
these canyons nnd see iis Nature.
Also the Lord bas manifeated Hie
judgments by eyclones, ete. The
words of the Prophet Joeeph have
been and are being verified, thoee
words he utlered before he went
Carthage, 8gid he: I ¢all for th
four winds of heaven, the thauder-
ings, lightnlags, earthquakes,whlrl-
.winds, the hailstorms;, pestilence
and the raging reas to coms forth
et of their hiding places and best
testimony o©of the truth of thoze
things which I have taught to the
inhebitants of the earth =e is pro-
mised In the revelations that havs

besn given.” The.e were &éome of
his last words emong the peepla.
And whst have we seen? Scarcely
& week lasi summer without =
cyclone or burricane happening
somewnere in the Miates; destroy-

thercof.

We llve in times that If we only
coneldered the metter and looked
upon it as we ehould do, that should
©ansd us to Yraw pear unto the Lord
and to liveup to every word that
proceedsth from His mou:h.

I wish to bear testimony that this
Gospel and this order of govern-
ment which I have been alluding
to 15 thst which bLricgs down the
bleesings of Heavenjupon this pao—
ple. Buwides pgaco snd good ocder
it brings the gifta and biesslogs of
the Gospel, the gift of bealing te
those who are affl loted and wounded
acd who are walking opon the bor.
ders of the grave; sueh are restored
and hesled by ite divine power ex-
ercised in the prayers znd faith of
the Baints.

The fast of the matter ir, those
things which are held out ns men-
aces to us are the things that pre.
serve ns from the hands of ihe
wicked end keep os froms forgetting
God in the time of prosperity. Itls
one of the greatest blessinga to us
that we are kept oontinnzlly on the
aleri, diligently seeking safler Him,
putting our trust in Him, and then
lo find how successfully and per-
fectly He leads us to trinmph over
oor suemies, and msakes the mie-
chief they would bring upon us re.
coil upon their own heads. Balnts
find it good to trast in Him.

The great work that is now apon
wi—1i0 buiid temples and to labor in
them caliggapon us to performi our
duiies faithfully; calla ugmu Presi-
dents of Btakes and Blehopa of
Warda that they luok well smong
their peoples aud seo if they are not
taking npon themaselves the respon-
sibilitiez of other peopldaing. Fre-
sidents, High Copncilorasnd Bish.
ops should reek diligently the 8phrit
of the Lord to know how fo deal
with and decide between the righ-
tecus and the wicked; to kuow how
to pall up the tares withont pulling
up & grest nomber of the rools of
the wheat. When 8 man has given
himself up to ve a drunkard, to dis-
honor the canse of Gol, aud to be
plcked up in thastrests, and to be-
come a reproach, ontl] people say,
sithat 1a one of your Mormons,” it is
timye the Rishops or Elders, or who
soever’s duty it 1s, werelooking after
him to eea that thisevil is put away,

and to eeg that Lis wife, who may

|

whent also. It requires the skill anﬁ
wisdom of the Holy Bpi:it In sl of
thess things to know bow to desl i1
the right way, to Fave those that eyt
be saved, while thotre who will nof
work righteonsness, may be knowf
as transgressors, and ihat we mey
60 longer carry them mpon onr fait by
and besome partakers of their sine
In the late ‘organization of 1877, &
score of Riakes were organized, s
great many more Wards were inst]
tuted, mary wien were called art
ordained to be Blshops in the Churc)
who had never given their attention
to consider carefnlly the duties of
the bizhoprio. In view of the re
sponsibilitirs of this calling—it may
not be thought strange $hat somi
brethren holding this high and ho™ §
Office are 8o afraid that they woumly
do wrong that they even dorst not
do righll Now, this ia trne whethe
you beliove it or not. A great many
men hold these important offices
who are 80 timid and so fearful lest
they shoald do wrong that they nra
tlow and backward in dolng thds
thing which ia right, Now, what i
it that makes a man nseful ara
sirong in hiz calling apd labor? If
it not his constaut Iabor, and thi
Ailligent, notual performance of hil
dotiee? What is it that makes thi|
blacksmith’s right srm Rlron gz ||
than any other man’s? It is becsus &
he i all the time using it, andis
thig way his arm acquires that prao
tice whick gives 1t the greatest at
tainable strength, If the brethrer
standing in theee responeible placell
—whether they be Presidents
Blakes or Bishops of Waurds, s«
anything wrong in their Ward
I Is thelr duty to get afte
It, And it is notably the daty of ai
tescher to be conversant with the
people, and to sea that there 1s b«
iniguity in the Chnrch, Instead o
hardoess ¢f feeling or division ol
sentiment, or mischief of any kinc
belng allowed to exiat in your Btaksi
until it produces party atrife, azdi
people take sldes with one and sideows
with another, it is far betler to gelf
after the mischief at once, find ori
where it1s,root it ogt,and set mattel s
Hght before the pescs of famities, o
uelghborbood+, and perhaps the
ward is disturoed. X wish the breth-

ing towps and villsges or parts|ren in authority would heed thls

mztter and wake up to their doties:
and nol Aot merely as Bgnrebeada,
but more like men of God clothed:
with authority and power. Wher
men standing ju sosh responsible

2gitions are 50 backward in theis

utles they don’t know the power o
God nox the epirit of their caliing:.
bt the moment they step forward
and take hold with a prayerful
heart, coming from their clocets
clothed with the Bpirit of God, they
find they have the power to make
peace snd restere union, fellowehiy
and love in the midst of the pecpler
and the pecple would love and bless
them in return. Blessed are e
peacemakers,for they shall be egikil
the children of God,

We need a great deal of misisn-
ary service at home. We need =
deal of Jabor in all the spheresas
Iife—in the families, in the wards
and lu the Stakes of Zion, which are
organized and are being bailt upic
the Church in thess latter times
The work 1y conetantly spreadioy
Btakes are belng organizsd in differ
ent parts of ths country, snd thc
work of God is prospering. Ow
enemies f‘can do nothing egaine
the trath, but rather for the truth;
for God will sanetify their evil de
glgns end their wicked and nogodl;
purposes, to bring to pass His ends
and lo mugnify His name &nd iz
hepor Him in tbe earth.

B3 Let us humb'eonrselves before the
Lord, let us keep Hils commenst
menta and feach our ghiMdren si0
do. det us tesch them t\he prind
ples of purity snd righteousness,
that they may go ¢o the house ol
the Lord pure ma ihey were borrn,
free from “sin, and whelly there tc
enter into covenants with God that
shall abide and stand and endur:
while tims shs)l Jast and eternity
endure; that they may live, grc
and incrense, us Abraham grew ar
inoreased, become as the stars ul
heaven, and as the sand whicl: &
upon the sea shote for multitude
For the ble:sings of Abrahiam, lsas:
and Jacob, bave cone down npon us
And they that are the children ai
Abraham will do the works of Abin
ham, Letusnot forget it; that they
that would inberit the blecsings ofl
Abrebsm must do the works o
Abrabam to entitle them to thes
blessinga.

Lot ua draw near to the Lord wil



