
THE DESERET
WAGNER AT HOME

what shakespeare isia to the drama
sincebince we can never speak of the great
dramatist in a past tense is wagner
to opera there are germans who ad-
mit that their great unique master of
music was influenced by shakespeare
his induinfluenceence like all good influences
in art is increasing sanctuaries to art
to wagnerianagu erian opera are being
erected all over the german world
and magnerswagnersWagners operas are getting a
hearing and consequent favor even in
hardheartedhard hearted prejudiced paris if
music is the divinessdivinest art germans
must be the divinessdiv inest people if as some
say music measures a mans a na-
tion

da-
tion civilization then are the ger-
mans highly civilized paris is
prancefrance france has one opera housebouse
italy one la sealascala germany that is
the german speaking race twenty
five of these from an architectural
standpoint are almost as great as the
one in paris with vienna dresden
bayreuth buda pesta frankfort on
the vainmain munich mannheim berlin
and hamburg as great from an artistic
standpoint

bayreuth Isia to Wagne rites what
stratford on avon Jsis to the worshipers
of shakespeare nowhere can wagner
be better seen than at bayreuth
here a fitting temple to the music otor
wagner has beaubeen erected especially to
that muse wild mad weird if you
will but divine and glorious RSas ildyany of
the ancient nine that inspired this the
latest greatest of the german masters
of song like shakespeare wagner
left his instructions to singers
actors and builders the new
theatre is almost as much
a creation of his as is kreingoldKhItheingold

lohengrin or the Wal kure 10 to
wagner Bu eckwald the Uesigner
owed hiahi designs but even here the
samegame extravagance grau dur and lav-
ishness oleueen in IBbis musical creations
were required this even the muni-
ficence of the late king ludwiludwig 11II
and theshe offerings of his million almiradmir-
ers could not cover Outwardoutwardlylv his
temple at bayreuth is an
monument the stage liashas a depth of
77 feet and a width of 90 feet
behind this stage is another with a
depth of 41 feet and a width of 39 feet
from the stage to the top lines for
raising the scenery is 9390 feet with a
depth below the stage of 35 feet to
londonersLon doners used to irvings magnificent
efforts in mbiking great successes with
scenery and stage effects this may not
appear so unusual but a comparison of
the figures with Ruyanythingthing in london
will show what facilities this model
opera house possesses

the bayreuth opera house is to
buildings of its kiad what st pauls
without the gate is to italian church-
es no opera house on earth has such
perfect fittings costumes and machin-
ery complex and yet simple inall its
workings the machinery like that of
some wonderful german clock is a
mechanicalmechanic

i al triumph the mostmoat subtle
and eluding forces have been conquer-
ed and overcome the mighty spaces
above below behind and on theabe sides
are brought into requisition the light
used would suffice for a city of
inhabitants like the interior of some
ancient arensareneatheare nathethe seats rise in terraces
prompters box that hateful I1novationinnovationn
of continental stages and the glaring

footlightsfoot lights are invisible no curtain
rings up or downdowd but opensopeus noiselessly
audand rapidly to the right and left A
large arched concave sounding board
shuts in and completely bides the or-
chestra from the audience this runs
uptip in terraced seats from a point far
below the great stage I1inn the ippei
tier of seats are the violinists 1 on the
next the violoncellosviolon cellos contrabassescontratrabasses
harps and kindred instrumentsinstrument anaand
below the trumpets horns drums
cymbals etc etc the last named loglos-
ing their harshness in regions below the
stage the orchestral space is as large
as that occupied by some theatheatersteis

the result of such an orchestral ar-
rangementran gement eancan be better imagined
than described weird as is wag
ners music its weird ness and mystery
is intensified and its effect Jsis magical
the acoustic results are such as one
finds nowhere else in the world above
the thunder of the orchestra and its
shrillshrillestest notes may be heard the voice
of the dinjersinger even in its finest phras-
ing sweswellI1 itsita notes as the orchestra
will it must ever accompany and
never cover the singers voicevoce thus
finding its proper a secondary place
in wagnerian opera

the theatre seats 1700 people
the acoustic results whether due to
accident or known laws areambetter than
in any other theatre the lighting tois
so arranged that eyes are never dis-
turbed by gleam or glare the ante
rooms have every possible comfort and
the means of egressegres are sufficient to
meet every emergency whatever
time may say of magnerswagnersWag neraners music his
genius is the ruling one not only in

but in germany and illshis
theatre stands on the mount olympus
of titshis race kvex
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saturday evening elders
frank hl AAnd ereon of salt lake
and Jullusjulius keller of the mantua ward
of this place returned from a mission
in the indian territory brother
rarankfrank is hale and hearty and in good
spirits while brother keller waswaa re-
leased on account of sickness he hav-
ing suffered upwards of six weeks

he labored diligently during the
early part of bisbig mission but the
changeabange of climate and surroundings
caused an early return of an old com-
plaint from which he had hufft red at
limes while at home after the first
attack he improved considerably and
strong hopes were entertained that he
would soon join bisbig companicompanionsuns in the
labors of his mission but sad to relate
a relapse overtook him and hebe was at
once released to return homeborne having
been gone a little over livefive months

we were gratified yesterday in lis-
teningbening to remarks in our sunday
schootschool and tabernacle meeting by
brother F M anderson who pleasing-
lyI1 related some of hisbig experiences andzethe healthy condition of that mission
notwithstanding the many discourage
ment reet with he has been gone a
little over two years and has not been
sick at all lie was the presiding elder
for several months and filled a good
mission

we have been blessed with lots of
snow this winter and troubled with

considerable sickness and many deaths
such as liaahas never beenbeau known in our
fair city before

respectfully
A
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IS LIFE WORTH LIVING
BY HUGH C

laIs life worth living why surelyaurely that de
I1

upon such circumstances as muy shade its
ends

can squalid poverty by upright honest tolltoil
and earnest thought its sorrows elereer beguile
can brilliant witgrub on and on I1 wonder
and smile to seesec its own particular thunder
held up as sample of othersan power
by gain of creed and yet survive the hour

and wish to live

11Is life worth living with a gnawing carecan
turn where you will un een before youyon there
can good survive in brains besotted blank
can broken hearts again with old ones rank
can weary labor overwroughtover wrought with toil
with gladness spring andaad offer up the spoil
to grasping vipers whose only end and aim
Is to pile up their ill begotten gain

and wish to live

Is life worth living when joys have flown
wrecked and distorted stranded and alone
can justice smile in hovels filled with woe
can roses bloom where burrs alone can grow
can virtue dwell in dens as deep as hell
yet joyfully arise and gayly tell
how much indebted it must surely be
for all those blessings it linehas power to see

and wish to live

surely but one reply can elereer be found
to these my queries and have the answer

sound
charity sweetly throws her mantles grace
and pity weeping gently hides her face
while quietly whispering it tois better sono

here all are equals whether high or low

andaad memory softly and with loving care
shows but the graces which recordedrewordedded were

tere better to be dead

Is life worth living were my next picture
truerue

it surely should be at least I1 thua construe
wherere honest effort recompense has gained
where thoughtful earnestness the goals at-

tained
where brilliant wt is clothed in garb of truth
and held a beacon high to enlighten youth
where praise is jusus ly earned by generous giv-

ing
then we m truly say life tois worth liliar
at in spite of dread

Is life worth living with losses grief and
care

it may be that each day can not be fair
when sorrow cornea from causes that are

right
where sadness clouds the eyes that once were

bright
where pain olar takes the breaker of the laws
A lessonsles given a hint to bid us pause
sorrow to alleviate our lesser woesboes is given
so eleneen with these light tileills life is worth living

As now we see
Is life worth living that you see depends

on what its aims may bobe and where it trends
where good is more than weight for weight

with bad
where simple justice ever to be had
where kindly sympathy and honest praise
Is freely given a help to smooth our ways
there is no reason that the mind can give
to show it might not then be sweet to live

sogo let it be
mawma


