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that laud. For, mark you, the land of

Misgouri 8 not alone the land of Z on;
but wherever the people of God ate
gathered together and they sanotily
the iand through obedience to the
commandmeuts of God, that land wil)
hecome -2 land of Zjon unto them.
This, therefore, is the land ol Zion
unto ns. Men may ridicale the use o!
the word *“Zion” as applied to this
land 1o connection with this peopl:;
men may look upon its use with con-
jempt aod may despise it in their
hearts; but if youare the people “'(hlch
you profese to be, nnd you are Jiving
acoording to your covenants, and are
observing 1he commandments apd
statutes whiob Guod has glven to you,
then you are the people of the L.ord.
Perh aps you are not all the people that
the Lord bhas in the world. \_Ve will
not be so egotietioal, or so vain, ur eo
narfow tn our hearts as to suppose that
the Liord has no other people upon the
prond (nce of the esrth than
this people; but we will codeede
that in every nalion, among every
tonzue and every people the Lord has
men and women who honor Him in
their bearts, who love Him, and who
are geeking to keep His command-
ments according to the knowledge
which they possess and the under-
standing which they have, All honor
he to them! Ve do not despisethem,
peither will we reject them nur cast
them out. 1t is thia class of people
that the Elders of the Qburch of Jesus
Christ of Lntter-day Baints are sent
forth to huntup and to gather out from
the nations of the earth; and wherever
they are found and the Bpirit of God
hus power to reach them, when they
heaf the voice of the Good Bhepherd
they know it, sod they are willing to
render obedience to that voice and to
the commaudmenta of God. I verlly
believe that there are thousauds and
tens of thousauds, and perchauce
millicn, of the children of men today
who know notbing about the truth of
the mieslon of the Prophet Josepb
8mith, and who have perbapascarcely
beatd of the Book of Mormon, orof the
Doctrine and Covenants, or of Lthe
Church of Jesus Chriat of Latter-day
Saints, wbo are loday, so far as thuy
bhave knowledge, the children of Guy,
apd are blessed of Him, and are ac-
knowledged and owned of Himas His
children, ‘e most oheerfully uc-
knowledge this great truth—fer it is u
truth, It it were not, we would ceuse
to send our Elders to bunt them out
from the nallolim of the earth, Why,

ju scatcely 4 mMAan or o womun
itget.l:e Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day Saints who has not been
gathered out from the natlons of the
earth, or who has not descended Irem
those who have been gathered; and our
kindred are still among the patione of
the earth, and perhaps as honest as
muny of us are. Many of them uever

had  the opportuuities which we
have had. They have not
been favored a8 we have been

with opportunities of becomlng_ ac-
quainted with the principies of the
Gospe! and of recelving the witness of
the Holy Spirit ln thelr bearts. But
the Liord knows these people, and He
will feel after them, and the day wlil
come when they will ke gathered into
the fold of Christ; when
bave the privilege of listening to the
truth, to the jmepiration of the Bplrlt,
to the voice of the true Bhepherd, und

they shull |

of becoming agquainted with the way
of life and ralvation.

But there Is a difference—und I do
not hesjtate for one moment to deolare
it to this cobgregatio , ner wonid [
besitate to declare it anywhere In the
world, for it is true—betweeu those
who are bopest in heart in the midst
of the world and those people who
have received the Gospel and who
have besn gathered into one commu-
nity, baving come out from Babylon
that they might not partake of bersins
nor receive of her plsgues. Whlle
there are thousands and millivns of the
children of God who are ecattered
among the pations of the earth aud
areetill in darkness in relation to the
principles of life and ealvatlon, you
have recelved light, you have besn
endowed with wisdom from on high;
or If{ you have not, then there is some-
thing the matter with you. Certainly
it was your privilege to be endowed
with wisdom from on high. [t was
your privilege to receive Intelligence
and kuowledge from God which no
people on earth cau possibly reosive
except they repent of their sind, are
haptized for the remission of their sine
and receive the Holy Ghost by the
laying on of hande, a8 you have done.

Therefore, if we are pot the puople
of Go 1, aud i this land i3 not the land
of Zion, tell me, if you can, wbers [
may go upon the face of the earth to
find the people of God und the land of
Zion; for it ‘s the people of
God that [ aw Jooking for, and it ia the
land of Zion that I have desired to
aearoh out. And it fe for theae ob-
lects that you have gathered to the:e
valloeys in the midst of these mouu.
tains, We bave come here (o serve
the Lord, and the Lard has sald:

Bebold, blessed are they who have
come up unto this land with an eye sin-
gle Lo my glory, according to my com-
maodments;

For them that llve sball inberit the
ocarth, apd them that die shall rost from
all thelr labors, and their work shall
follow them, and they sball receive a
crown In the mansious of my Father,
which I have prepared for them,;

Yen, blessed are_they whose fest a'and
upon the land of Zion, who have oheyed
my Gospel, for they shall receive fot their
reward the good things of the earth; and
it shall bring forth in its strength,! S5l

Need I ask the Latter-day Saints if
they have recelved the goud things of
the earth since they cmm3 Lo these
valleye? Need [ ask them il the
earth has ylelded in fits strength to
them? s there u Lnatter-day Salut
anywhere who wlll say that the earth
has refused to yieid in her strength to
this people, or that this pesple have
not rerelved the blessinga of the earth?
[ remembyer very distinctly wben [
firet came to this valley how it ap-
peared to ma. [f there wan a barren
place anywhere on the earth, surely it
was here. The very grass was dry and
apparently dead, and there were no
grean trees and noshrubbery to give joy
tothe eye orgladness to the heart; there
was DO Appearance to this land cajou-
lated to make it a place to be desired,
The soil was dry and apparentiy bar-
ren. 'The earth was bare, Whatever
had growsn upon its aurface had
withered or lwen destroyed by the
vast hordes of criskvls s-d crasas.
hopjers which Infested the vailey
n' that time, an!d everything was< tu-
vidding, I remember o large fleld

which was plowed and planted about
six 11les from thle place, on the bench
between Mill creek gud Canyon creek,
It had beeu plowed by a comblination
of jabor Io order that the soll might be
tested, and that they might get as near
as possible to the waters which flowed
from the cunyone, that none of it
should waate before it could be brooght
upon the soil. Wheat was planted
npon that soll, and it wae irrigated ac-
curding to tlie hest knowledge that was
hed at that timoe by the people. But
nfter the season’s toll of plowing,
planting and {rrigating, it was found
that the labor was thrown away. Not
aspear of wheat grew above six inalies
high, The wheat sprouted wherever
there was sufficlent moisture in the
sotl to cause it to apring up; but because
of the drouth and the barrenness of the
soll, it withered and died. Not a grain
of wheat was harvested from that great
field, What now? Why, uny of you
that want to see the change that has
been wrought in this vulley, zo now
upon that very same woll. L[t was
abandoced then as worthless, value-
less. It was thought that nothing
could be preduced upoen it, any we
went more toward the lower pa tof
the valley and began to cuitivate the
soil there. For years this land that [
speak of produced nothing but sun-
flowers and weeds, which seemed to
flourieh very well. But after a while
wo becams a little mere numerous, and
we hegan to mpread out. This land
wa? Lthen re-occupled little by little,
and the people began io cultivate It
aguln, Now goaund see It for ycur-
sulves, There are hundreds of pros-
perous, bsppy homes, an1 hundreds of
happy peoplv living upon that once
barren soil and deriviog their support
from ft @

[ can remember that for years the
land lring between heroc and
Bougtifui and that in Bouutiful,
particulariy the south end of lt, no
one attempted to cultivate, because
it was conaidersd worthlegr, and & man
was thought to be throwing away his
time to bave auythiug to «io wlith It.
The choleer little spotsof ground lower
down in the valley, where there was a
little malsturs, ware thonght :0 be the
most valuable in the valley, and there
the people sought to obtain their in-
heritances. What is the reault? [fhas
bsen proven berond any douht that
those lands that were once so barren
and forbildding have hsgoms todey the
most valuable, the most frultful, and
the strongest and beat roll of all the
lands of our valley, and tbhe men that
now oocu py these bench lands possess
mote wealth to the acre than those
w ho ocoupy the lower grounds, when
it comes io,prod ucingcierealsior food for
animals. [ remember ziso at Kaysville,
where now You see comfortable homes
aud prosperuus people, that you could
not get atraw of wheat, of barley, uor
of oats sufficlant to feed n team ss you
passed through the country; aud the
people that ovoupled thut barron bench
were under the neovasily of husband-
ing their cbafl and every spear of
straw tnat they thrashed out in order
t0 keep thelr teams from starvation
through the winter., (Go there today
anid ivok ab it, and what do you see?
Why, {f you want to res great rioks of
huy. K0 tbere; i/ you want to sed
futd feae Jo mbundunes fur all kinde ot
aulmale. go there; If you want e find
a prople who have bectome weallthy



