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that land for mark YOU the land of
missouriMi is not alone the land of Z on

but wherever the people of god are
gatheredfathered together and they sanctify

obedience to thethelie land through
commandments of god that land will
become a landarn of zionlon unto them
thinthib therefore laIs the land of zion
unto usug men may ridicule theche use of

the word st Zion as applied to this
t

land in connectionn with this
k menmel may looklok upon its use with con-

temptlem pt indand may despise it in their
hearts butiabut if you are the people which
you profess

9
to baandh and you are living

according to your covenants and are
observing the commandments and
ststatutes which god hasbaa given to you
thenthat youvou are the people of the lord
perhaps you are not all the people that
the lord has in the world we will
not be so0 o egotistical or so vain or soBO

narrow in our hearts as to suppose that
the lord has no other people upon the
broad face of the earth than
this people but we will concede
that in every nation among every
monicue and every people the lord has
megm and women who honor him in
their hearts who love him and who
iareare seeking to keep his command
ments according to the knowledge
which they possess and the under-
standing which they have all honor
be to them we do not despise them
neither will we reject them nr cast
them out it isi this class of people
that the elders of the church of jesus
christ of latte rd saints presentare sent
alorth to bunt up and to gather out from
the nationsnation of the earth and wherever
theytheir are foundfouad and the spirit of god
has power to reach them when they
heathear the voice of the good shepherd
theytheir know it and they are willing to
render obedience to that volevoice and to
the commandments of god I1 verily
believe that there are thousands and
tonaltea otof thousands and perchanceace
mumillionamuliolio of the children of menma today
who know nothing about the truth of

the missionminion of the prophet joseph
smith and who have perhaps scarcelyoly
heard of the book of mormon or of the
doctrine and covenants or of the
church of jesus christ of latter day
saints itoho are today so far as they
have knowledge the children of god
andaad are blessed of him and are ac-
knowledged

0
and owned of him as athi

children we most cheerfully ac-
knowledge this great truth for it is a
truth it it were not we would cease
to sendbond our elders to hunt themhem out
from the nations of the earth why
there lais scarcely a man or a woman
in the church of jesus christ of lat
ter day saints who has not been

1 ggatheredthbored4 out from the of the
eeartha rth or who has not descended from
those who have been gathered and our
kindred aroare still among the nations of
the earth and perhaps as honest as
many of us are many of them never
had the opportunities which we
have had they have not
been favored as we have been
with opportunities of becoming ac-
quaintedquain ted with the principles of the
gospel and of receiving the witness of
the holy spirit in their hearts but
the lord knows these people and he
will feel after them and the day will
came when they will be gathered into
the fold of christ when they shall
have the privilege of listening to the
truthruth to the inspiration of the spirit

to the voice of the true shepherd and

L

of becoming acquainted with the way
of life and salvation

but there laIs a difference and I1 do
not hesitate for one moment to declare
it to this congregationcongre gatio nor would I1
hesitate to declare it anywhere in the
world for it isin true between those
who are honest in hoart in the midst
of the world and those people who
have received the gospel and who
have been gathered into one commu-
nity having come out from babylon
that they might not partake of heroineher bins
nor receive of her plagues while
there are thousands and millions of the
children of god who are scattered
among the nations of the earth and
are still in darkness in relation to the
principles of life and salvation you
have received light you have bee
endowed with wisdom from on high
or if you have not then there is some-
thing the matter with you certainly
it was your privilege to be endowed
with wisdom from on high it was
your privilege to receive intelligence
and knowledge from god which no
people on earth can possibly receive
except they repent 0of their sini are
baptized for the remission of their sinssine
and receive the holy ghost by the
laying on of hands as you have done

therefore if we are not the people
of go J1 and if this land is not the land
of zion tell nieme if you can where I1
may go upon the face of the earth to
find the people of god and the land of
zion for it asis the people of
god that I1 am looking for andaad it toIs the
land of zion that I1 have desired to
search out and it is for thesetheme ob
lats that you have gathered to thee
valleysvalley in the midst of these moun-
tains we have come here to serve
the lord and the lord has said

behold blessed are they who have
COMOcome up unto this land with an eye sin-
gle to my glory according to my com-
mandmentsmandments

forthamfor them that live shall inherit the
earth and them that die shall rest from
all their labors and their work shall
follow them and they shall receive a
crown in the mansions of my father
which I1 have prepared for themyea blessed are they whose feet standsand
upon the land of zion who have chekedobeyed
my Gospel for they shall receive for ttheirir
reward the good things of the earth and
it shall bring forth in its strength AM

need I1 askaak the luterlitter day it11

they have rooireceived the good things of
the earth since they camscame to these
valleys need I1 ask them if the
earth has yielded in its strength to
them Is there a latter day saintbalat
anywhere who will sayany that the earth
has refused to yield toin her strength to
this people or that this people have
not reasreceivedived the bles slugs of the earth
I1 remember very distinctly when I1
first came to this valley how it ap-
peared to m if there was a barren
place anywhere on the earth surely it
was here the very gragrasograsso was dry and
apparently dead and there were no
green trees and shrubberyno to giva joy
to theeye or gladnessglad ness to the heart there
was no appearance to this laudland calcu-
lated to make it a place to be desired
the soil was dry and apparently bar-
renren the earth was bare whatever
had grown upon its surface halhaj
withered or been destroyed by the
vast hordes orof cricketscriskets a d cri
hoppers which infested tho valley
at anat timelime suitand everything wa lot
bidding I1 remember a large field

which was plowed and planted about
six i tieslies from this place on the bonebenchit
between mill creek aud canyon creek
it had been plowed by a combination
of labor iaI1 a order that the soil might be
tested and that they might gotget as near
an8 possible to the waters which flowed
from the canyons that none of it
should waste before it could be brought
upon the soilbull wheat was planted
upon that soil and it was irrigated ac-
cording to the bestbeat knowledge that was
had at that time bythaby the people but
after the seasonsseasuns tolltoil of plowing
planting and irrigating it was found
that the labor was thrown away not
a spear of wheat grew above six inches
high the wheat sprouted wherever
there was sufficient moisture in the
soil to cause it to spring up but because
of the drouth and the barrenness of the
soil it withered and died not a grain
of wheat was harvested from that great
field what now why anyalny of you
that want to see the change that has
been wrought in this valley nogo now
upon that very same soil it was
abandoned then asan worthless value
less it was thought that nothing
could be produced upon it and wew
went more toward the lower pa t of
the valley and began to cultivate the
soil there for years this land that I1
speake sk of produced nothing but sunzoflowerswera and weeds which seemed to
flourish very well but after a while
we became a little more numerous and
we began to spread out this land
was then re occupied little by little
and the people began to cultivate it
again now go and see it for your-
selves there are hundreds of pros-
perous happy homes anaalI1 hundreds of
happy people living upon that once
barren soil and deriving their support
from it

I1 can remember that for years the
land lying between here and
bountiful and that in bountiful
particularly the south end of it no
one attempted to cultivate because
it was considered worthless and a man
wswas thought to be throwing away hisbis
time to have anything to todo with it
the choicer little spots of ground lower
down in the valley where there was a
little moisture were thought 0 be the
moistmoat valuable in the valley and there
the people sought to obtain their in-
heritancesheri what latheis the result athasit has
beenbea proven beyond any doubt that
those lands that were once so barren
and forbidding have become today the
most valuable the most fruitful and
the strongest and best soil of all the
lands of our valley andaad the men that
now occupy thosethese bench lands possesspossen
more wealth to the acre than those
who occupy the lower grounds when
it comes food for
animals I1 remember alsoalo at kaysvilleKaysKay villeeville
where now you see comfortable homes
and prosperousemus people that you could
not get straw of wheat of barley nor
of oats sufficient to feed a team as you
pawedpassed through the country and the
people that occupied that barren bench
were under the necomily of husband
ing their chaff and every spear of
straw that they thrasheJ out in order
to0 o keep their teams from starvation
through the winter go there today
and look at it and what do you see
why if you want to see great ricks of
hay go there if you watwant to see
fod ler IQin Wn for all kinds ofat
suirnalls goK eners if you 010o fludfind
a people who have become wealthy


