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I1 will read a portion of the irth chap-
ter of pauls first epistle to the corin-
thians

now concerning spiritual gifts brethren I1

would not have you ignorant
ye know that ye were gentiles carried away

unto these dumb idols even as ye were led

wherefore I1 give you to understand that no
man speaking by the spirit of god calleta
jesusesus accursed and that no man can say that
ijesusesus is the lord but by the holy ghost

now there are diversities of gifts but the
same spirit

and there are differences of administrations
but the same lord

and there are diversities of operations but
it is the same god which all in al-

but the manifestation of the spirit is given to
every man to profit withal

for to one is given by the spirit the word of

wisdom to another the word of knowledge by
the same spirit

to another faith by the same spirit to
another the gifts of healing by the same spirit

to another the working of miracles to
another prophecy to another discerning of
spirits6ts to another divers kinds of tongues to
Zanotherther the interpretation of tongues

but all these that one and the self-
same spirit dividing to every man severallylly as
cewillhe will

for as the body is one and hath many mem-

bers and all the members of that one body
being many are one body so also is christ

for by cieone spirit are we all baptized into one
body whether we be jews or gentiles whether
we be bond or free and have been altaft made to
drink into one spirit

itin standing up to address you this
aftafternoonmoon I1 earnestly solicit an interest
in your0ur faith and prayers that I1 waymay bewtled to0 say the very things that should be
said lorfor your edification however
lawi liar I1 may be with public speaking
I1 neverever arise without feeling my insuffi-
ciencycy and my inability to instruct the

le I1 know that no man can do
properly without the aid of our

eternalanal father through his holy
spirit

since I1 came inin here my mind has
testedrestad upon this irth chapter of cor

andnd upon similar instructions in
other books that we hold sacred these
were the instructions that paul gave to
W Corincorinthianthiap church in the day in

ch be lived concerning spiritual gifts
is writingstinge are full of exhortations to

fei demplele whom hebe was the instrument
er bandsds of god of bringing to the

knowledgege of thedie gospel concerning

the importance of exercising faith in
god in order to receive the blessings
that were peculiar to those who obeyed
the gospel of jesus the savior him-
self as well as all his apostles of whose
labors we have an account endeavored
to impress the people with the import-
ance of their relationship to the al-
mighty through their obedience to the
gospel of the son of god miraculous
powers were promised and gifts of the
most precious character these were
to be enjoyed by those who bowed in
submission to the requirements of the
gospel the followers of the lord were
distinguished among the people with
whom they labored for the possession of
these powers they were peculiapeculiarlypeculiarsrly
blest and while they did not work
signs and perform miracles in order to
convince people that they were the ser-
vants of god nevertheless they possess-
ed the power and they exercised it on
many occasions they exhorted asarpaul does in that which I1 have read to

those who became members of the
church of christ to seek earnestly for
these different gifts impressing upon
them to the extent of their ability that
these were within the reach of every
faithful man and woman who embraced
the gospel the savior promised hisdisciples that these signs shall follow
them that believe he did not confine
the promise to his immediate followers
it was extended to all who should be-
lieve all who should espouse the plan
of saisalvation which he taught hence
we find that wherever the apostles
labored they taught the people that
these gifts and blessings and peculiar
heavenly favors were to be obtained by
them through the exercise of faith thewhole tenor of their writings was to this
effect not only to the corinthians but
to all those who had espoused the gos-
pel under their teachings

in our day for nearly sixty four years
the elders of the church of jesus christCh rist
of latter day saints have testified thatgod has restored the everlasting gospel
to the earth that with it ifehe has re-
stored the authority that had been taken
from the earth by means of which men
can administer the ordinances of life and
salvation and that through this restora-tion the gifts the blessingsblessingrs and the
powers that had been bestobestowediWed upon be-
lievers in ancient days were again en-
joyed by the children of men theburden of the teachings of the aldeis of
this church has been to awaken man-
kind to these solemn and important truths
and to arouse in their breasts the oldfaith that had died out from among
men causing these gifts and blessings
to be withdrawn and no longer enjoyed
by those who professed to be the fol-
lowers olof the son of god there have
been no stronger testimonies borne no

stronger appeals made upon any sub
eject by thoseth ose who have gone forth
preaching the gospel as restored to the
earth than upon this important point
the constant efforteffort of the elders who
have gone out to preach the gospel has
been to convince the people that these
gifts were within their reach by obeying
the gospel which the lord had re
healed

the contention has been persistent on
the part of those who have opposed
them that these gifts were abolished
that the powers through which they
were obtained in ancient days had been
withdrawn and that it was the work of
imposture to attempt to revive the idea
that they were to be enjoyed any more
it has been declared time and time
againa ain by those who held this opinion
tthatE t the only reason for the bestowal of
these miraculous powers was that they
were necessary to convince the world
at the time when the apostles were
laboring to found the church that it was
the church of christ having accom-
plished that end and the church havinhaving
beeneen established it has been contendercontendedconten deg
that there was no longer any necessity
for them and therefore they were with-drawn iromfrom among men

it is not necessary for me at this time
neither is it my purpose to enter intoany argument upon this point suffice
it to say that if these gifts were neces-
sary in order to convince the world thatjesus was the christ and that his gos-
pel was the plan of salvation in the days
ofat the apostles certainlycertaicertainlynly the necessity
has not ceased to exist but is still in asgreat force as it ever was for we have
as many heathen as many unbelievers
and almost as many determined to deny
that jesus is the christ today probably
as there was in those days ifit we con-
sider how narrow were the bounds ofthe known earth at that time if it were
necessary that these gifts should be be-stowed to convince men then as long
as unbelief reigned as long as there
were large bodies of men to be con-vinced they would be required

but there are other reasons for the
withdrawal of these gifts to illustrate
the views of the latter day saints upon
this subject I1 will take the liberty ofreading from another sacred record one
that we hold as equally sacred and bind-
ing as the bible I1 will read from the
loth chapter of moroni contained in thebook of mormon

and ye may know that he is by the power ofthe holy ghost wherefore I1 would exhort you
that ye deny not the power of god for heby power according to the faith of thechildren of men the same today and tomorrowand for ever

and spinagain I1 exhort you raymy brethren that yedeny not the gifts of god for they are many
and they come from the samesam e god and thereare different ways that ththese gifts are admire
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