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NOTES AND QUERIES.

Wwhy a Pin Floats.

“Inguisitor?? writes: I see that
you puwrpose answering questions;
nnd, a8 o poser was propounded to
me by my sons, aged seven and
eleven years, ro
it to you: V\;hy does a common pin,
when perfectly dry, flont on water?
Acre there some chemical propertjcs
which hold it up?»

The property of matter, or force,
called cohesion, tends to hold to-
gether the moleeules of water, and
most other substances in nature.
Hence thess molecules resist dis-
piacement, and this resistance is
sufficicnt to sustaid light articles,
even of metal,upon a #*mooth sutince
of water; provided such articles have
the proper shape and a highly pol-

ished surface, and are perfectly dry [P

when Inid upon the water. If a pin
have a rough surface. or he irregular
in shape, or wet, it wlll not font,
Irrogularity of shape will destroy
the equilibrium neeeasm"y to n flont?
ing position; and the eapillary nttrne-
tisn, consequent upon a rough or
wet stuface, will nttract the water to
all parts of that surface, and thus
make the pin sink. Space ndmits of
only a brief and incomplete cx-
planation of this matter here; but in
almost nny school book or otﬁer ele-
mentary work on natural! philoso-
phy, it is fully explained,

Back Numbers.

A subscriber at Springdale,evinces
his apprecintion of the DESERET
WEHEKLY, in the following mannecr:

T write In co uence of o misa-
ing number of the WeErKLY. No, 1
came all right, but No. 2 I have
never sevn. Now, what um [ to do
in this cnse? I am well pleased with
the change that has been made in
the WeerRLY, and wish to preserve
all the numbers, in order to get
them bound in a book; for it bids
falr to be the best magnzine that has
ever been printed. How am I fo
obtain the missing number? Tlense
answer.??

We can furnish ali subsecribers
with back numbers of the DESERET
WEEKLY, if they wish to have them.

Rock Salt.

B. L. Thomas, of Malnd, asks
where rock salt can be had, nnd the
price per ton. Almost any whole-
sale grocer in this city, or Ogden,
will furnish it. The price i3 about
210 per ton, loose, or $i1 sacked. J.
W. Snell & a leading salt man of
this city, nnd will fill orders at these
figures. A car load would cost less.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Cases of Heallng.

Under date of January 8, Brother
John M. Paxton, of ll'{anosh, fur-
nishes the following:

A few weoks ago my wife was
horrified to learn that she had a
cancer in her throat and on the

alate; and when we thought of

resident Grant, the Kmperor of
Germany, and others, afflieted in

gpectively, I submit

| like manner, wo were assured that
|the sklll of the physician ia in-
sufficient in such cases. God, the
hoad Ph]?’rsicinn, moved upon His
servant, Brother Blackbuin, to come
over to Knnosl. Sister Watts being
sick, had written for him, and in
answering her that he could not
cone, he found, in looking over hias
lettor, that he had promised to
come. He obeys the whisperings
of the still small voice; nnd when he
arrives he does not rest in peace, but
anxiously awaits to perform the mis-
sion nmigned him. Hence his re-
marks when he saw my wife: “Sister,
my whole soul has been drawn out
towards you, cven before I had seen
you; now I know why I had tocome
to Iinnoeh, and I feel that you are
about to receive a great blessing;
and when you do so, give God the
glory, but remember me in your

r’x}yers.”
hrough his administration, the
united effort of my family, and the
faith and prayers of many good
ple, my wife Is healed.

Bister Watts also received help;
and the wlfe of Charles Watis had a
| enncer healed.

Homes In Idaho.

A, W. Beach writes as follows
from Liagle Rock, Binghnm County,
Idnho, under date of Janunry 23rd:

I am in receipt of letters of in-

uiry from James Allen, Sandy,
t Lake County, and others, con-
cerning the possibility of securing
homes in [daho. In answer, I may
say that in this portion of the valley
there is some vacant land walting
for those secking n home. The soil,
bulng heavy loam, 18 eapable of pro-
ducing all kinds of grain. There is
an endless quantity of water, and
all that ia now necded are Inbor and
the means to obtain it. Water can
b had from the Eaxle Rock and
Willow Creek Water Cortupany at
the rate of $5 per inch, on nine years’
time, under a 4-inch pressure, Sev-
enty-five or 100 inches will supply
all the water required for 180 acres
of land, and this can be supplied
continuously from the time & per-
son commences irrigating until he is
through, This may seem expensive;
but it is good perty. To the
greater portion of mankind bread is
the *stafl’ of life.’? The Irishman
says whisky is¢life itself.>> Bo it is,
with water. Water ia life itself to the
land. Teo thosc whe would rather
buy homes [ would say that there
ire some good farms for sale ranging
from $304 to  $4,000, with ,gO'xlb im-
provenments,

It is the opinion of many that
some kinds of fruit will do well
here, such as apples, hardy plums,

- | pooseberries, currants, grapes and

steawberrics. Tomatoes, sugnr enne,
melons and white flint corn Im;; B8
well as all sorts of vegetables, ‘im-
ber is plentiful 25 or 30 miles away,
and when rafted on the river it
comes very reasonable, Buildipg is
lkewise plentiful;” and brick clay
and lime rock are in abundance,
The winfers, a8 n rule, are mild.
For stock wintering out there is a
zood and extensive rangyre.

After what I have stated, I ask
your readers to reflect back for a
moment to the time of the arrival of
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our parents in Utah, with the then
scarcity of water, and themselves
one thousand miles beyond the re-
glon of civillzation—poer, wenry,
and footsore. Then compnre the nd-
vantages offered today in Idaho
with the disadvantages agninst
which they formerly had to contend,
and I am sure we shall all come to
the conclusion to see for ourselves
and mnke n home here, though it
will require some hard knocks, to be
sure.

We have our meetings, Sabbath
schools, mutunls, ete., in good work-
ing order; so that with warm hearts,
whnt if the storms do oecaslonally
rage?

Wilford, Idaho.

“J. R. M.” sends us the following
from Wilford, Bingham County,
Idaho, under date January 15th:

On Bunday and Monday last dis-
triet meetings were held at Wilford.
There were present Presidents
Ricks, Rigby and Gunnell, Bishops
Davis, Donaldson and Parker; Ia-
trinrchs Bmith and Hinckley, a few
influentinl visitors from Utni], and
many citizens from the neighborlng
settlement. The spenkers addressc
the mectings with animation, and to
the point, and were attentively lis-
tencd to.  The subiects treatcd ug)n
were the buflding up of the country,
the duties we owe to God and to
one another, the maintaining of con-
fidence, union of effort, and the ne-
ceasity of becoming self-sustaining.

We have large farms here, and it
tequires union to fence themn and to
construet irrignting canals, and to
build mectinghouses. We were nlso
reminded of the necessity of caring
for the poor and assisting the dis-
tressed.  We should remember our
devotions, nttend fast meetings and
bring in our offerings on those days,
ussist the relief societies, and, as the
bullding of temples and public enter-
Friseu requires means, it is necessary

hnt we pay cur tithes nnd offerings,
seeing that we have no contribution
boxes in our houses of worship.

Our Presidents and Bishops visited
the Mutual Improvement Aassocia-
tions on Bunday evening and gave
some useful instruction. President
Ricks considers it heneficinl to have
district meetings in the different
settlements occasionally, and in 8
few weeks a similar one is to be held
in Parker Ward. three miles north
of here. At the close of our confer-
ence (for such it really was) the
Teton brass band discoursed some
(blrond music while the assembly was

fspersing.

\{:":sr have an nbundant mnge for
shesp nnd other stock. Wherever
one gous, for miles nnd miles
there extends & vast praivie of grass
of the finest quallty. Wlilford pro-
duce excellent corn without water
last pummer, and some wheat, We
also ralsed & number of squashes,
each of whigh weighed over 100
pounds, nnd there were melons in
great guantities which lasted until
ahout the 1st of November,

We are to have n new meeting
houss, 80x88. This building wlil be
shortly commenced, and teams will
he hauling rock to buiid the walls In
o few days. We also expectto fence
in n couple of big flelds next spring-




