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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

THE STATE OF CTAH.

The Btate of Utab began ité career
with mostly untried men in lhe posts
of reaponeibllity, just two months ago-
Thle is bardly suffl slent time within
wbich to elther figure up reenlts ue
to whal bas gope before or oas! the
boroecope of the future, but enoughb to
glve us all an 1des of the geveral drift
©o! our craft io the open sea of political

todependeoce. Bo frr, we have en-
countered no breakers, reefs 0O
derelioctr, hut it bar pot been alto-

gether sruooth sailing by any means,
and will probably be semew hat rough-
er as lime wears op; in this respect,
bowever;, we wlll not be at ail unigue,
tbere belng no monopoly of such @
thipg attaching to the early or even

the later career of asy comwon-
weslth,

Qovernor Welle, Who never before
beld a bigh exeoutive cffice
and e not B Ilsw graduste,
who i# young in “¥yeals and untlpe in
sgtutecraft, i» boldiog well t. his

promise to give the people a buslnecs
admioistration. It bue so far been quite
free from partieansbip of apjarent blar;
bie sauggentions 10 the Legislature sre
frank, piain sand repsible, while bis
vetoee are pot opnly besed upov
fuoh grounds as the majority of the
people will approve of, but are not
witbbeld becaure of the fenr of (re-
quenoy dimipjelilng tbeir potehoy,and
h9 bas not been overridden yet. Wecan
ull, Demoorats and Republicans alike,
azree upon the proposition that be i
volng very well indeed and premires
t» make a record of which sny ex-
ecutlive migbt be proud.

With the exceplion of the judger,

the olber Blale officlals bave bau
no suoh prominence belore
tbe public placed uvpon them,
but  enocb PEEIS to be can-
ductlpng his department to sc-
cordapre  with the Jaw and the

epirit wbich obtains at beadguurters.
Hpeakiog of the judges reminds us that
the new diepensation ol thinga ju 1igial,
by whiob each conoty looks sfter anu
diapoees of itse own oflaire apd ali
offenses arieing witbhin lte borders, wae
a rather trylng vne to place upon some
of tbem where experlence lu that line
wad wholly wanting; bat o far as oan
be learned tbhey bave all beocowe ac-
cuptomed Lo it with a readiness and
facliity whblich bespeak blgh inteili-
gence spnd an excellent public spirit on
the part of the people. Thore of the
judges wbo have never before sat on
the bench—meaning all of tbem buol
two or tbree—are .sbowing remsrkable
aptitude and giving tbe bent of eatle
faction; and as they are nearly all
Yuvung men this evinces on their part
not only learnipg in the law bul s
studlous disposition whbich alope can
keep tbe jurlst abreast of bis work.
The outioock as a whole is
most epcouraging. Not oniy le the
political mecbanism worklog with but
few jars, but constunt additlons to our
materis] resources are promising
abundantiy to meet aji the sdded ex-
penee which our new estate bas placed
upon ue, and considerably more tbuo
tbat. At tbe ssme time 1If the law-

makers would but oocneionally permit
ihelr minds te reet upon the faot Lbat
the ninely daye tim» granted them by
the Constitution was intended merely
18 & limitstion, ngt at al) ans the defioi-
tlon of the term, it weculd be much
mre satisfactory, eepeclaily in view
»f the important fsct that two-thirds of
the period is gone.

MsYORS ¥5. CITY COUNCILS,

——n

Ap tbhere Ir pnow copslderable
Jdircuerlon smng legislators re-
garding the relative powers that

+tould be beld by mayore, ciiy coun-

olle and commipsioners to adminisler
aftairs Iin difterent munlelpal depart-
mente, it might not be wmise L guule
what s bigh wuthornty ox ponhtieal
acience and eoolal economjcer—QQeorpe
Uuntou, editor of Quaotun’s Mugszine—
has toeny ofa proporition In toe etate
of New York to enact a jaw suthoriz
ing tbe moayors of citles to nppoint and
remove tbhe beads v{ exegulive depafpt.
mevts, and bave direct Fupervisory
p:wers over  Lhe polige, It
is  apeclally noted hy Mr. QGua-
ton that the prup«sed law
joea not go to ftbe extreme of
muaklpg moyors memhers of city coun-
cila or presidiug officers thereof, but
exciudes them Lperetrom, yet ol Lbe
other proposition be sayu:

The ohief intent of tbis portion of tbe
proposed law weems to Lbe (o bellitle and
emasculaie the common conncil, and to
make 0! each mayor a petly autocrat,
responsible to no one—a policy it may ba
remarked exaolly opposite to 1bat of all
Epglish oity goveruments, and whicb
neems (0 imply that in America aciry
councll must, of necessity, be a nule-
ance.

The diagusslon of the subject is con-
tinoed at leavib, aud olucea With a
geries of guestious, ol whbioh the follow-
Ipg have partiocular Interest because of
their application to the subjeet gen-
erally througnout the counlry:

There are rome who would like to
know whetber (bere is any viriue in tbe
aye'enl 80 prevalent in Edgland of cre-
ating the beads of departments by elec-
tion out of members of tbe ecity conncil,
somewhat as committess of Congress
are chosen. Can Manchester, Bhhming-
bam, Glasgow, Bradiord, all have their
ciry logisiatures, while citles here must
choowa between being governed In some
maticre by ap elootive czar and-m all
otbers by appointed satraps? Are we
incapable of baving a ¢l y legi«letore in
wbicb all the executive obiefs ot tbe
oily governmenlt shall sit as members, ro
tbat gach can explain, in advance of jts
ndop lon, bow any legislniion propused
by tue otbers will aftect bis department?

In the modsrn American system of
converiing the cliy conneil into a
dummy, witbout power, or utility,
or bonor, and governing the city
by a bufenugratic sysliem like that
of Germany or Raossia, divorced from
any responsibtiily to a deliberative bedy,
a supremely perfent 1bing? Does it work
well, as illnsirated in the costliness and
corroption of American ecity govern-
ments asines it bas come inte vogue?

Ia it & truo rescne from the eviis of ity
governmient to erect the mayor into a

czar, while alinwing tbe conneil to col-
lapse into a putrid reminiscence?

Yet the Btate House of Representa-
tives passed a bill Wedpepgday, making
the mayor in first clase citles a memner
of tbe counoil and presldiog officer
tbereolf, witb the power of voling and
ind of afterwirds using the veto, in
sddition to puwers already poeseesed by
that ot glal,

—.

NSALARSES OF COUN1Y OFFICIALS.

The question of ealaries of county
officers is couslng conslderable discus-
picn among membere of the Legisla-

ture, with no immediate prospeot that
a settlement will be reached op presect
lines and within Qoustitutional re-
strictions. I ite ¢fforte to fix a mounts
to be paid o orun!y employes tbe
commiltee plasaifiea the countiss, of
which there are twenty.seveo in the
Btate, into tifteen olaseer, whigh would
seetn to be eufficlent for all purposes
hat could be reached ny such asystem.
Yot tbis uid pot prove salisfaclory, a8
it waa claimed that by tbis plap eomae
conuties wnich by tbe olassification
rule, whether on population or prop-
erty valuation, were placed {n a etated
olase would vot be able to pay Lhe
walary whkicb would be proper In 40~ .
other gounty in the same rapk, As!to
the various olaims on this point, the
NEWS doer nolL prupose to guestigo
their accuracy, believing, as we dos
that the jeeues are well taken, 10 most
cases at lenat; bul we feel that a eug-
geslion on the eubject may be of use in
jodigationg a way out of the dilemma.

The Constitution provides that the
officera refrrred to shall be paid Aixed
apd definite salaniee. It does wot isdl-
cale whetber the amounts shall be
tixed by tbe Legislature, or by any
boatd, county commisstoners or other-
wise, thalt Lbhe Legislature may pro-
vide, Itls left 1o tbe leginlative body
ot the Biate to determine what the,
procedure eball be; but its effect 18
definitely stated, Under this previrion,
the lJawmakers may authofize county
commissioners t0 name the smounts,
pfovided lbees ure not pisged on
a sllding scaje which would elim-
inate the cefinite festore, A plan
Ziving the county commisrioners suoll
power wiuld bave to restrict them so
salaries co>uld not be Cbanged sxcept
within certain limits,

For 'be Legislaiure, bowever, to fix
the salerles in ceriain counifes and not
in otbere would be 4 mapifestly unfair
diserimination in exercising legilala-
tive contro). Asa malter of govern-
mentsa) principle, the counly com-
miestoners of Balt Liake have as much
cisim to the privilege ol fx-
ing palaries  of counly cofficers
ae bave those of QGarfleld; and tbe law
should make no disti+ ctlon jn thls re-
gard tinless Iu Ie un absolute pecessity,
which does not asppear to be the ease
in thie inatas ce.

We dio not forget that the proposed
ealary measure provides that the State
abell pay one-baif the salaries of cer-
tain crupty otHeere, snd tbat the Biate
Leglslature cannot feel that it ls the
proper thing for cs;unly commissionera
t0 regulate Ltbhe expenditure of Biate
funde. With thle feature eliminated,
the eubject might be left to Lbe
counties, but oertalnly not otberwise.
Its  Tetentlon, bowever, seems to




