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THE STATE OF UTAH

the state of utah began its career
with mostly untried men in the posts
of responsibility just two months ago
this laIs hardly sent time within
which to either figure up results asae
to what hasbaa gone before or cast the
horoscope of the future but enough to
give us all an idea of the gerigeneraleral drift
of our craft tolo the open sea of political
independence sobo forfar we have en-
countered no breakers reesreefs or
derelicts but it has not been alto
gethergeaber smooth sailing by any means
and will probably be somewhat rough
erasr as time wears onoc in this respectct
however we will not be at all unique
therehere belnebeing no monopoly of a

thing attaching to the early or even
the later career of anyaay common-
wealth

governor wells whobo never before
field a high executive office
and tois not a lowlaw graduate
who Is young IDininyeardyears and unripe ioin
statecraft isie holding well t hishie
promise to give the people a business
administration it hasbaa so far been quite
free from partisanship or apapparentlarent bias
hishie suggestions to the legislature are
rankfrank plain and sensible while hiebit

vetoes are notdot only basedbudged upon
such grounds as the majority of the
people will approve of butbul are not
withheld because of the fourfear of fre-
quency diminishing their potency and
hg banbaa not been overridden yet we can
altall democrats and republicansrepublican alike
aree upon the proposition that hebe toie
doing very well indeed and premises
t make a record of which UDYany OXex

might be proud
with the exceptionexcept too of the judges

the other state officials have baubaa
nodo suchbuch prominence before
theabe public placed upon them
but each seems to be con-
ducting his department in10 ac-
cordancecor dance with the jaw and the
spirit which obtains at headquarters
speaking of the judges reminds us that
the nownew dispensation ofcf things ju licia
by each county looks after antano
disposes of its own affairs and all
offenses arising within its borders was
brathera rather trying one to place upon some
of them where experience toID that linehoe
was wholly wanting but no far asan cancall
be16 learned they have all become ac-
customedcuecUs tomed to it with a readiness and
facility which bespeak high intelli-
gence and an excellent public spirit on
the part of thehe people those of the
judges who have never before sateat on
the bench meaning all of them but
twoiwo or abreethreeareare showing remarkable
aptitude and giving theabe bentbefit of fatle
factionfact lon sodand as they are nearly all
young men this evinces on their part
ootnot only learning in the law but a
studioustudious disposition which alojze CUDcan
keep the jurist abreast of hisbis work

the outlook asan a whole Isin
most encouraging not only lcis theabe
political mechanism working with but
few jurajars but constant additions to our
vantmaterialerial resources are promising
abundantly to mostmeet all the added ex-
pense which outour new estate has placed
apon us and considerably more than
batabal at the somesame time itif the jaw

makers would but occasionally permit
heir minds to rest upon the fact thatthai
he ninety days kimn granted them by

the constitutionco waswaa intended meremerelyly
499 a limitation notoatI1 at all anae the cleflai
lion of the term it would be much
afire satisfactory especially in view
iff the important fact that two thirds of
the period isie nonegone

MAYORS VS COUNCILS

Asae there isie now
diSCUSSdiscussionIOD am ing legislators re-
garding the relative powers that
should be held by mayors city coun-
cils and commissioners to administer

in different municipal depart-
ment it might nut be amiss t quate
what a high authority OH political
science and social george

editor of gunton s magazine
hasban to bayany otof a proposition in theibe state
of nownew yorkfork to enact a law authauthorizeoriz
ing the mayors of to appoint and
remove the headsbeads ofat executive depart-
ments and have direct supervisory
awers over the police it
ia19 specially noted hy mr gunt-
on that the law
joes notdot go to the extreme of
maltingmaking mayors members otorf city coun-
cils or presidingpres idIDa officerseffictro thereofbeof but
excludes them yet of the
other01 her proposition be saye

the chief intent of this portion of the
proposed law seems to be to beliLbelittlebeliitletle and
emasculate the common council and to
make olof each mayor a petty autocrat
responsible to no one a policy it may be
remarked exactly opposite to that of all
english city governments and which
seems to imply that in america a city
council mustmu st of necessity be a nuis-
ance

the discussion of the subject is con-
tinued at length with a
series 0of questions of which the follow
ing bave particular interest because of
their application to the subject gen-
erally throughout the country

there are some who would like to
know whether there is any girlue in the

so prevalent in englandedgland of cre-
ating the heads of departments by elec-
tion out of members of the city council
somewhat as committees of congress
arere chosen can manchester
hambam glasgow bradford all have their
city legislatures while cities here must
choose between being governed in some
mattersmaters bybyanan elective czar andin all
others by appointed satraps are we
incapable of having a ci y legislature in
which all the executive chiefschiefa otol the
citycity government shall sit as members so
that each can explain in advance of its
adop tonion how any legislation proposed
by the others will affect hisbis department

Is the modern american system of
converting the city council into a
dummy without power or utility
or honor and governing the city
bby a bureaucratic system like thatofof germany or russia divorced from
any responsibility to a deliberative body
a supremely perfect thing does it work
well as illustrated in the costliness and
corruption of american city govern-
ments sinceal nee it has come into vogue

Is it a true rescue from the evils of city
government to erect the mayor into a

czar while allowing the council to colci
lapse into a putrid reminiscence

yet the state house of represent
tiveslives passed a bill wednesday makmakingems i
the mayor in firstbret class cities a menmem orcr T

of theibe council and officerV

thereof with the power of voting antn

ind of visionusing the veto ia
aaddition to powers already possessed by
that official J

v

SALARIES OF COUcountyIY OFFICIALS

I1 he question of salaries of aouncounty
officers tois causing considerable 41

sion among members of the T
turelure with no immediate prospect t s
a seitsettlementlement will be reached on present
lines and within constitutional zere

in its efforts to
to be paid to bunty employeeemp loyes taci
committee classified the counties orl
which there are twenty seven I1in the
statestale totointo fifteen classes which wwoul L

seem to be sufficient for all purposespurpose
hat ciula be reached idyby such a sysystemsteta

yet this aid not prove satisfactory da
it waswaa claimed that by this plan bomsome
counties anich by the classification
rule whether on population or prop-
erty valna tiou were placed in A stated
class would not hebe able to pay the
galary which would be proper toID saaa
other county anthoin the same rankranis As to
the various claims on this point the
NEWS does not propose to questloatom

their accuracy believing as we dinhdo
that the issuesidues are well taken in mostmolt
cases at least but we feel that a sugsag

on the subject may be of use lain
indicating a way out of the dilemma

the constitution provides that
officers referred to shall be paid fixed
and definite salaries it does riotnot indi-
cate whether the amounts shall be
fixed by the legislature or by any
board county commissioners or other-
wise that the legislature may pro
vide it tois left to the legislative body
otof the state to determineterminele what the
procedure shall hebe but its effect is
definitely stated under this provisionprevision
the lawmakers may authorize county
commissioners to name the amounamountstow

provided these are not placed on
a sliding scale which would elim-
inate the feature A pantplan
giving the county commissioners eubuob
power would have to restrict them soao
salaries auld not be changed except
within certain limits

for the legislature however to fix
the salaries inID certain counties indand not
in others would be a manifestly unfair
discrimination toin exercising legisla-
tive control aaasaa matter of govern

principle the county cowcorn
of selsaltit lalakeke have soas Mbuobch

claim to the privilege of fix-
ing salarieslariesaa of county officers
as have those of garfield and the lawnlaw
ahoshoulduld make no distie action in this re-
gard unless llit is an absolute necessityneceasity
which does not appeappearar to be the sawease
toin this Ininstance

we do not forget that the proposed
salary measure provides that the state
shall pay one half the salaries of cer-
tain c anty officers andaid that thebe state
legislature campot feel that it Is the
proper thing for county commissionerscommissioner
to regulate the expenditure of statesate
funds with thisthin feature eliminated
the subject might be left to the
ounbountiesties but certainly not otherwise
its retention however seems to


