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to have a claim in the fields by the right
of discovery now youU know and the
public know as beiraswell as I1 do whether
any such a claim would hold I1 cartcab
only sayeay that I1 have put the claim in the
handsbands of the attorneys brown wells
of wall street and that they have writ-
ten the governor cf alaska to look after
our interests 1

suppose you could establish such a
claim said 1I what would it amount
tcpto

it would be worth several hundred
millions of dollars its value
would in fact be incalculable for it
covers the best of the klondike ter

IMAs forW me mr arkell said IsI1 1 I
would not give you a penny for it

fitit is notcot for sale was the reply
but I1 can tell you that there are thous-

ands of men who would like to get in
on it since the statement has been
published that I1 have the claim I1 have
received telegrams and letters from all
parts of the united states asking to be
allowed to invest money with me in it
nearly every letter of the hundreds of
this kind which I1 have received is ac-
companiedcomcompaniescompaniedcompa niedd by a money ciffofferer the sums
run from a few dollars to as high as

xo and up to date they aggregate
about I1 of course do not
want partners in this case and I1 am
answering all who send stamps for re-
ply that I1 cannot accept their offersboners

I1 asked are the letters from busi-
ness men

yes many of them replied mr
arkellark ell some are from professional
men I1 got letters today from two den-
tists who wanted to join the expedition
which we expect to sendseed in the spring
under the leadership of my brother mr
bartheltBartl elt arkell this expedition will be
to get matter for frank leslie as wellweli
as to work in the gold fields among
the applicants for places in the expedi-
tion are over two hundred wewc men who
wish to go to the klondyke I1 am get-
ting letters in my mail everydayevery day in m
women as to the matter they write
from all parts of the country and most
of them seem to be nice women scsememe
say that they think they can wash gold
as well as the woman who has been
published as having a claim in the klon-
dike fields they aho say that their
pres neence will have a good moral teffectelect
on the men

OMane different schemes proposed in
the letters are curious mr arkell
went encn some of them show how
great the gold craze is which is sixsweepingbeeping
overever the country and kow unscrupu-
lously it will be taken advantage of by
speculators one big liquor dealer for
instance came tto0 me the other day and
proposed to send out with our eppedi
tion finfive thousand barrels otof whisky
with which we were to establish fifty
saloonsloonsa all along the line over the route
across the mountains from juneau to the
klondike he said that the whisky
would cost only one dollar a gallon and
we could sell it five dollars a quart
and that the miners as they returned
hornfrom the gold fields would trade rrugug
gets and dust lorfor drinks he saidfaid they
would get drunk and in their cups
would give away ahetheecrets of the bist
gold finds so tbthatat the fifty saloons would
be a great information bureau for our
syndicate by means of which wevie could
monopolize the fields so discovered
the worst of it was continued mr
ackell the man was thorthoroughly in

earnest he could not see why I1 would
not go in with him and went away tell-
ing me that I1 was driving a fortune out
olof my door

another man mr arkellarkel went on
offered me iooooo cash for an interest

in the glave claim intending to make it
the basis of a big capitalization and sell
the stock hebe would have advertised
the purchase ofcf the claim at this pricesprice
and have asked for subscribers of
course I1 could not accept any such
proposition but had I1 done so I1 have
no doubt but that he would have had
thousands of subscribers and a halthalf
million or so within a short time I1 tell
you the people are crazy for anything
that bears the name of klondikeKlon kike gold

how about yourself mr arkell
will you go to alaska

no the bowery and fifth avenue
are good enough for me I1 am satisfied
with new york my brother bartlett
arkell willill go back with mr ladue
the man who owns dawson city when
he returns in february there will be
some others in the party lf

do sou3 ou not think the stories of the
amount of gold in the klondikeKlonkike exag-
gerated

no I1 do not I1 am now prepared
for anything for I1 believe that glave
knew what he was talking of when hebe
came back and he was wild over the
amount of gold there I1 have just re

a letter from the editor of one of
the seattle papers stating that he has
received addictsadvices that the next steamer
from alaska which is expected on
auaugusts t will bring
worthh of gold in her if this should
turn out to be true there will be such a
gold craze here as has never been known
anywhere in the world the present
excitement is based on reports of an
output of boc what will it be if
the figuresfiguras foror the I1yearear are
instead of

do TOUyou look lorfor much sufferingering
airaifongong the miners this winter

judging from the experience of my
party there will tele thousands who will
die of starvation and cold in our party
of ten indians and ten white men one
white man and three indians died or
four out of twenty if the same propor-
tion of the die there will be
10loccocoo white men buried under theafshanalaskan snows before spring my men
had plenty of money they hadbad the
whole country to forage over andancl no
one to contend with for supplies they
were pickedpickad men too and had plentypanty
of servants dogs and provisions the
men who are going now are trusting
largely to the resources of the country
the ships cannot carry enough goods for
them and already avasta vast quantity of the
provisionsons which should go0 there is
stalled on the way notno 1 look for a
terrible tale of starvation riot and dis-
ease to acme back with the first supplies
of goldid11 inin the springiuaI1howw about the business outlook
mr ArarceilArkkeildl

it is improving there is a decided
change andana times are everywhere getting
better we can see it in our business
and nearly every one is feeling it

Is it due to the tariff or to the klon-
dike prospects

to neither was the replyre IF it isis
due to the almighty he aashas blessedblessed
cur farmers with goad crops and has
cursed the people of some oiof our com-
peting countries with poor ones the
result is the farmers are making money

they are the basis of good or bad
times they are to a large extent the
real creators of prosperity for every-
thing comascomes out of the ground and a
great peTpercentagepercentacenta looke of our wealth is in
agriculture I1 look for good times ffororr
the next three years at least

I1 met mr henry clews the veteran
broker on wall street anand asked him
what hebe thought of the klondike gold
fields and their effect upon the tinestimes
he replied they will make times
better we will have a bg lot of new
gold from alaska and the output from
the other regions of the mot id will stead-
ily increase more than one thousand
millions ol01of1 gold will be added to the
gold0III supply of the world within the nextFOfourur years we will have two hundred
and fifty millions of a product this yearsyear
and this weme should have hadbad without
alaska now alaska promises to come
in with somewhere between tetenn aandn d afiffiftyty
millions a year and there is no telling
when the golden flood will stop it has
already practically driven the silver
question out of the market and it may
bring the two metals to a parity

Is it affecting the business of thecountry
1I dont know that the klondike gold

is making the prosperity which already
seems to be upon us but I1 do know that
good times are coming I1 see it I1 feetfeel
it I1 know it why I1 have four thousand
correspondents covering all parts of this
country I1 get hundreds of letters daily
and there is a hopeful cast in all of themhem
many of my informants are farmers thefarmers are now making money I1 got
a letter today from a kansas farmer
who told me hebe had now paid oftoff all ofot
his mortgages and had to invest
in his letter he said 1 I am now a
capitalist and not a populist my feel-
ings are now altogether with the capital-
ists I1 believe that they have beerabeen
abused and wronged for political pur-
poses and now that we have good times
again I1 have left the populist camps for-
ever and I1 want to say that there are
many others like me in kansas

this letter continued mr clews
shows you how the good times willwilk

affect public sentiment As soon as men
get money in their pockets as soon as
wages rise and times become good the

elements must de they can
only grow fat on misery and wantevery man who can get out cf debt or
who has money to burn is a patriot and
it will always be so

but very few of the farmers are inID
that condition mr clews said I1

you are mistaken in that replied
the wall street broker both debraskakenebraskabraska
and kansas are now paying off millions
of dollars worth of their farm mort

gagesages it is estimated that nebraska6hasas lately reduced such debts as much
as these two states werewem
those in which the
was most deeply seated and as I1 have
said it cannot long sarvsurviveive such condi-
tions

how is speculation in wall street
it is itif anything better now than for

years I1 have had more orders to buy
within the past ten day s than at any time
since 1892 1I expect an increase right
along from now on

who are the great speculators of to-
day mr clews are they old men or
young men I1 asked

I thoythey are mostly young men was
thethe reply it is the young men who do
the business of wall street the old


