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to have a claim in the fields by the right
of discovery. Now, you know, and the
public know, as well as I do, whether
any such a claim wculd hold., I can
only say that I have put the claim in the
hands of the atlorneys, Brown & Wells
of Wall street, and that they have writ-
ten the governor cf Alaska to look after
our interests.?

“Suppese you could establish such a
claim,” said I, “what would it zmount
to?’’

“It would be worth several hundred
millions of dollars. lis value
would, in fact, be ibcalculable, for it
covers the best of the Klondike ter
ritory.”!

“As for me, Mr. Arkell" said I, ©'I
would not give you a penny for ul”’

‘It is mot fcr sale,” was i1he reply,
*-but I can tell you that there aze thous-
ands of men who would like to getin
on it. Since 1he statement has been
published that [ have the claim, I have
received telegrams and letters from all
parts of the United Siates, asking to be
allow ed 10 invest money with me in it.
Nearly every letter of the Lundreds of
this kind which I have received is ac
companied by a money offer. The sums
run jrom a few dollars to as high as
$10,000, and up to date they agpregate
atout §250,coo. T, of courze, do not
want partners in this case, and I am
answering all who send stamps for re-

ly, that I cannct accept their offers.”

*asﬁed, “Are the letiers from Lusi-
ness menp?’

‘“Yes, many of them,” replied Mr.
Arkell *Some are from professional
men. I got letiers today from two den-
tists, who wanted to join the expedition,
which we expect to sexd in the spring,
under the leadeiship of my brother, Mr.
Bartlelt Arkell. This expedition will be
to get matter for Frank Leslie, as wels
as to work in the gold fields. Among
the apphicants for places in the expedi-
tion are over two hundred women, who
wish to go to the Klondyke, 1 am get-
ting leiters in my mail every day Ircm
women as 10 lhe matter. ’?hey write
from all parts of the counitry, and most
of them seem to be nice women, Scme
say that they think they can wash gold
as well as the woman who has been
publisked as having a claim in the Klon-
dike fields, They al:o say that their
presence will kave a good moral eflect
on 1the men.

*“‘lhe different schemes proposed in
the letters are curious,’”” Mr. Arkell
went ¢n. "Some ol ithem show how
great Lhe gold craze is which is sweeping
over the country, and kow unscrupu-
lously it will be taken adventage of by
speculators. Omne big liquor dealer, for
instance, came to me the other day and
proposed to send out with our expedi-
ticn five thousand barrels of whisky,
with which we were 10 establish fity
saloons all alung the line over the route
across the mountains from Juneau to the
Klondike. He said that the whisky
wculd cost only one dollar a gallon, and
we could sell it fcr five dollars a quart,
and that the miners, as they returned
fiom the gold fields, would trade nug-
gets and dust jor drinks. He raid 1hey
would get drurck, apd in tkeir cups
would give away the recrets of the best
gold finds, 50 that the fifly saloons would
be a great inmlormation bureau for our
syndicate, by means of which we could
monopolize 1he fields so discovered.
The worst of it was,” continued Mr.
Arkell, “the man was thoroughly in

earnest. He could not see why I would
not go in with him, and went away, tell-
ing me that I was driving a fortune out
of my door.

“Apother man,’” Mr. Arkell went on,
‘offered me 100,000 cash for an interest
in the Glave ¢laim, intending 1o make it
the basis of a big capitalization and sell
'he stock. He would have advertised
the purchase of the claim at this price,
and have asked for sutscribers. Of
course, I could not accept any such
proposition; but, had I done so, I have
no doubt but 1hat he would have had
thousands of :ub:cribers, and a bhalf
million or so within a short time. I tell
you the people are crazy for anything
1hat bears the name of Klonkike gold.”’

“How about yourself, Mr, Arkell?
Will you go to Alaska?”

*No. The Bowery and Filth avenue
are good enough for me. I am satisfied
with New York. My brother, Bartlet:
Arkell, will go back with Mr. Ladue,
the man who owns Dawson city, when
he returns in February. There will be
some others in the party.”

“Do you not think the stories of the
amount of gold in the Klonkike exag-
gerated?'’

“No,I do not. I am now prepared
for anything, for I believe that Glave
knew what he was talking of when he
came back, and he was wild over the
amount of gold there. I have just re-
ceived a letter from the editor of ene of
the Seattle papers, stating that he has
received advices that the next steamer
from Alsska, which is expected on
August 22nd, will bring $17,000,000
worth of gold in her, If this should
turp out 1o be true there will be such a
gold craze here as has never been known
anywhere in the world. The present
excitement is based om reports of an
output of £3,0c0,000. What will it be if
the figures for the year are §20,009,000
instead of £3,000,000!"

‘Do you .uok for much sufering
aty obg the miners this winter?"?

‘Judging from the experience of my
party there will te thoussnds who wiil
die of starvation and cold. In our party
of ten Indians and ten white men, cne
white man and three Indians died, or
four out of twenty, Il the same propor-
tion ol the so,000 die, there will be
10,000 white men buried under the
Alaskan snows before :piing. My men
had plenty of money; they had the
whole country to forage over, and no
one to contend with for supplies They
were picked men, too, and had plenty
of servants, dogs and provisions. The
men who are going now are trusting
largely to the resources of the country;
ihe ships carnot carry enough goods for
them, and already a vast quantity of the
provisions which should go there is
stalled on the way, No, | look for a
terrible tale of starvation, riot and dis-
ease to ccme back with the fust supplies
of gold in the spring,”’

“%-low about the business outlook,
Mr. Arkell??

“Itis improving. Thereis a decided
change and times are everywhere getting
better. We can see it in our business,
and nearly every one is feeling it."’

“Is It due tothe 1ariff or to the Klon-
dike prospects?’’

“To neither,” was the reply. “'Itis
due to the Almighty. He has blessed
cur farmers with gocd crops, and has
cursed the people of some of our com-
peling countries with poor ones. The
result is the farmers are making money.
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They are the basis of good or bad
limes. They are 1o a large extent the
real creators of prosperity, for every-
thing comés out of the ground, and a
great percenla%e of our wealth is in
agriculture. 1 look for good times for
the next three years at least ™

I met Mr. Henry Clews, the veteran
broker, on Wall streer, and asked him
what he thought of the Klondike gold
fields and their eflect upon the times.
He replied: “They will make times
better. We will have a big lot of new
pold from Alaska, and the output from
the other regicons of the world will stead-
ily increase. More than one thousand
millions of gold will be added 1o the

old supply of the world within the pnext
?our years. We will have two hundred
and fifiy millions of a product this year
and this we should have had without
Alaska. Now Alaska promises to come
in with somewhere between ten and filty
millions a year, and there is no telling
when the golden flood will stop. It has
already practically driven the sjlver
question out of the market, and it may
bring the 1wo metals to a parity.'?

“Is it aflecting the business of the
country.’”

“I don’t know that the Klondike gold
is making the prosperity which already
seems to be upon us, but I do know that
good times are coming. [ see it; [ feel
it; I know it. Why, I have four thousand
correspondents covering all parts of this
country. I get hundreds of letters daily
and there is a hopelul cast inall of them,
Many of my informants are tarmers. The
tarmers are now making money, I got
a letter today from a Kansas faimer
who told me he had now paid off all of
his morigages and had $20,000 to jnvest,
In his letter he said: 'l am now g
capitalist and not a populist. My feel-
ings are now altogether with the capital-
ists I believe that they have been
abused and wronged for political pur-
poses, and now that we have good times
again I have lelt the Populist camps for-
ever; and I want to say ihat there are
many others like me in Kansas,’

“This letter,” continued Mr. Clews,
“shows you how the good times wil}
affect public sentiment. AsSoon as men
get money in their pockets, as soon as
wages rise, and times becctne pood, the
populistic elements must d:e. They can
only grow fat on misery and want.
Every man who can get out ¢f debt, or
who has money to burn is a patriot, and
it will always be so.”

"“But very few of the farmers are in
that condition, Mr. Clews,’? said 1.

*You are mistaken jn thar,” replied
the Wall street broker, ‘“Bolh Nebraska
and Kapgas are now paying ofl millions
of doilars worth of their farm mort-
gages. It is estimated that MNebraska
has lately reduced such debts as much
a8 §28 000,000 These two states were
thoze in which the populistic sentimnet
was most deeply seated; and, as [ have
said, it cannot long survive such condi-
tions,”’

“*How is speculationin Wall street?"

"It is, if anything, hetter now than for
years. | have had more orders to buy
within the past ten daysihan at any time
since 1892 I expect an -increase right
along from now on.”

*Who are the great speculators of to-
day, Mr. Clews; are they old men or
young men?”’ | asked.

“They are mosily young men,” was
the reply. *'Itis the young men who do
the business of Wall sireet. The old



