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PAPANAMAS BIG DITCH

1898 by prankbyank G car
penter

a march 7 1898 for the past
men have been

working here on the panama canal
at work here toyc aree negroes

fuldand a remarkable amount of cut
r hedgingft edging and building up of earth

k has been accomplished I1 have
over the route of the canal and
taken a number of photographs

work as it is in march 1898

p jinyearningorning I1 went on the cars out
itee culebra cut and watched

workingng there and was told that
weree re 2200 employed within three

t where I1 stood the culebra is
iffaaw the highest point on the
1 iwate the scene was a busy

long trains of iron cars loaded
jyockjackack and clay moved over jhb
tracks carrying the excavated

9 and dumping them on the
i immense steel dredges each
1 gw jla two story house and ten
as big as the largest thrashing

ne gouged out rocks and gravel
batchpatchinging up loads of this heavy

artalI1 iahi big iron bbuckets fastened totb
f egg chains carried them high
alie air and poured them out into
ahre thirty jamaica negroes were
tae holes in the rock for immense
ea of dynamite and from away
aberee at the right came the boom

HL boomM of the explosions of an
a milerolle away at the station

Bie rador a Kfew miles further on01

enormous dredges were scooping
k and raising it in buckets each
ehh would hold more than a big

connectedamne ted with each dredge
lines upon which the load

locketeketo were carried in the air off
fe points were the rock waswaa needed
e werehere other trains of iron cars
adawnn rapidly along by screech

motives and a thousand n-
er were digging down rock loading

f oad drilling for the blasting I1
letters from the chief officials of

here at panama directing
grything was to be shown nibmb

T waswaa able through these to get
idea of the condition of affairs

there laIs no doubt but that the
now being done is honest eco

ial and effective and also that if
ebentt company had enough money

r coulduld complete the canal As toZhoww much they need I1 have not
able to ascertain I1 asked the

of construction today what
it hebe thought was necessary he
fes his shoulders and raised his
and his eyebrows as he replied
idtfitsumbum A great sum
before I1 further describe the

that toie being done bowlet me give
he story of the canal in a nut
tb isthmus of is18 much
e neck of an hour glass of which
america and south america are
o globes it is a wonderfully
aedokd aann exceedingly tough piece

jtit toin about an long asaa the
between washington CRYcity
mn via new york and range

in width from one hundred and eight
een miles to about thirty miles low
mountains run irregularly through it
it has plateaus and plainsand near the
coast swamps and morasses where
the canal tois being cut the distance from
one coast to the other as the crow flies
is probably not more than forty miles
but the railroad line is forty seven
miles long and the route baidaid out
for the panama canal is still shorter
Ssomeome of the mountains of the isthmus
are over 1500 feet high along the
line of the canal the highest elevation
is at the culebra ridge the point that
1I visited today
the canal begins at the port of colon

or as you may call it aspinwall
though colon tois the name used here
colon isia not far from the mouth of the
chagreschagares river on the little island of
manzanillo and at the terminus of the
panama railroad starting here the
line of the canal runs through the
valley of the chagreschagaresCh agres cutting the
stream in many places until at about
fourtefourteenep miles or more the ground rises
irregularly until it reaches the top at
culebra there is all told about
twelve miles of deep cutting to be done
and thence to the sea the excavation
is comparatively easy there is much
worse rock on any of our railroad
lines than that of the culebra one
difficulty is in taking care of the waters
of the chagreschagares river this is now
about three hundred feet wide and two
feet deep it looked little more than a
creek when I1 passed it yesterday but
in the wet season it sometimes rises
thirty feet in a night and bears along
everything in its floods this river and
the big excavation are the engineer-
ing problems of the canal de les-
seps idea was to hold back the chagareschagres
by a big dam and let it out gradually
the chicago engineers who made
chicago drainage canal and who are
now in nicaragua said while here the
other day that the chagreschagares could be
easily controlled and also after looking
over the entire route otof the canal ven-
tured the statement that the building
of a sea level or a lock canal here was
feasibleevery one has heard of the panama
canal scandals the truth lain worse
than anything that has been published
I1 will further on give some stories
which I1 have heard here of the ex
travagances and frauds of the first
companies when champagne flowed
like water and gold was almost as
plenty as copper tois in some parts of
montana within less than ten years
they spent more than and
millions of this were almost openly
stolen by the contractors at the
same time the work that was done re-
mains and if the canal tois sold to other
parties or completed by the french it
will not have to he doneane again about
twenty miles of the canal is practically
completed the fourteen miles at the

I1 eastern end have been somewhat filled
up the chagreschagares river but a slight
dredging would make this dart of the
work dearclear I1 visited it last week andana

I1 saw that nothing had been done for
I1 years then there is about six or eight
miles finished at the pacific end of the

canal and the dredges are now at workworic
there deepening the baroor this toin
new work and is of new interestthe present company have just com-
pleted a wharf a thousand feet long at
this point and it is stated by them
that within a comparatively short timetim
ships will be able to sail up this wharf
and transfer their freight direct to thepanama railroad cars this new wharf
is really a very fine structure it isin
made of steel with a steel roof whichis supported by steel posts traveling
cranes run by engines move along ikfttrack on the edge of the wharf and the
heaviest of articles can be lifted bybk
them out of the steamers and swung

own to the doors of the cars behindat present all ships have to anchor far
out in panama bay and goods and pas-
sengers are brought in by lighters I1 irIamaim told that when this new harbor IsIII
dredged out reduced rates for through
freight will be charged on the railroad
and that all attempts will be made to
get ships to land here instead of sailinggalling
about cape horn or through the straitsstrait
of magellan

the french chief of construction who
showed me over the culebra cutting
today told me he considered the canal
more than half done this is probably
a rosy view of the work and I1 arnam told
by others that one third would be near-
er the proper figure the old company
worked eight years and during much
of this time had an average of
men in their employ they spent a i

quarter of a billion dollars and exca-
vated about sixty five million cubic
yards of earth and rock then
the bubble burst and this
new company was formed they have
spent I1 am told only about
and have made a big cut in the work
for the money at culebra the cuttings
at the deepest point tois now about
feet and seventy five feet of this waaw
done by this company the top of the
ditch looks higher as you stand in the
cut than a twenty story new york flaticat
and the ravine shows the immensity
of the work the new company are
now very nearly out of money they
are preparing for a canal comnoscommissionsion
from paris which will probably be
here before this letter torIs published
everything toIs being painted up for the
occasion aas the future of the canal
langly depends upon the report of the
commissioners itif it should be favor-
able it is said by the french here tntthat
enough money will be raised to com-
plete the work but if not it winwill prob-
ably be given up or sold the estimates
of amount required to complete the
work range all the way from
upward and it is probable that

tois somewhere near the proper
figfiS lirenire

promfrom what I1 gather here from a VW
lety of inside sources I1 believe that
the french are tired arldand sick of the job
and that within a short time
either drop it or what toIs moremom
take in some other nation or
outside of prance to help thernthem the
directors thta charge I1 am told I1ipe

catl said that if the Pfrenchveneh 0haw
to give it up he had parties in VX T
and chicagochica who were ready to put


