named Helgi and Finnbogi, and several
more, went to Vinland, which trip was
one both disastrous and disgraceful.
Freydis was a brawlsome ahd violent
character, like unto her father. Having
killed and caused to be killed all the
leading men and women of the com-
pany, she returned in disgrace to Green-
land the next yeat.

From this on the travels to Vinland
became less frequent, yet such trips are
several times mentioned in the old
vellums. Eyrbygga Saga says that in
about 1027, Gudleif, the son of Gudlaug
the Rich, of Straumfirth, had been
driven by a gale to some unknown land,
far to the south-west from Iceland, which
is thought to have been somewhere in
the southern part of North America.

It is recorded in ancient annals that
in the year t121, Eirik Upsi, a bishop in
Greenland, had gone in search of Vin-
land, but was never heard fr m again,
which appears to have put a check to
the going to Vinland for some time.
However, it is recorded in the annals
that in 1285, two priests, Adalbrand and
‘Thorvald, the sons of Helgi, had come
to a land far west from Iceland, which
is called in the annals, sometimes
Dunisles, and sometinies Newland. It
is said that is 128g, Eirik the Priesthater,
king of Norway, had sent a man named
Hrolf, also known as Landa-Hrolf, to,
search for Newland, and he was in 1290
in Iceland trying to get ships and men
for that purpose. He died is 1295
Some think that this Newland may pos-
sibly be the same as Newfoundland. It
it certain at least that the before men-
joned Helgasons got into the wild part
of Greenland. The last mentioned of
Vinland in the Icelandic vellums is that
in r347, a_ship from Greenland came
to Siraumfirth in Iceland which, having
gone to Markland, on her return to
Greenland she was caught in a gale and
was driven to Iceland. '

Explunnatory Noten,
{BY JOHN THORGEIRSON.]

1. Ari the Wise is the first on record
to write a historical composition in the
vernacular. Most of his works are,how-
ever, lost. Some authorities claim him
to be the author of the greater part of
that famous vellum, Codex Flatoensis.
He wrote fslendingabok, *“The Book of
the lcelanders,” a brief history of Ice-
Jand from,its discovery and clown to
his time. He died in the year A. D,
148

2. The ancient Northmen used the
north-star for a guide and called it
Leidarsifarna, “‘the leading or guide
star.” Taking it as a base, they divided
the sky into eight divisions, which they
called “‘eykt” and each division point
they called “dagsmark’ or days-mark.
In the east was “Midurmorgun’’, middle
morning; southeast, “‘Dagmal’, day-
meal; south, 'Hadegi"”, high-day; south-
west “Non”, noon; west, “Midaftan”,
middle evening; northwest, *‘Nattmal’’,
night-meal; north, ‘“Lagnzett”, low-
night; northeast, “Otta”, which appears
to signify, the eighith. In reckoning the
time they called five days a “‘Fimt”, a
fifth, and five fimts one month. They
knew that in the evening of about the
twenty-fourth day of “Slagtamanud,”
slanghter-month, which corresponds to
Nov. gth, the Seven Brothers were di-
rectly opposite from the sun and gained
a certain distance every week. For the
day time they had some sort of a
sundial. ;
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3. Some authorities claim that Leif
had a priest with him on his trip. But
whether or not, it is an undoubted fact
that he had full charge of the mission
work, and hence must have had some
kind of ecclesiastical consecration,
which bardly would have been the case
had he been an illiterate man. In the
Icelandic sagas it is freguently mention-
ed that many of the Icelanders who
emigrated from Norway tothat coun-
try, could both read and write. Oddny,
the sister of Thorkell, of Krossavik,
was both deaf and dumb, but communi-
cated with others by writing on a roll,
When the famous Icelandic poet and
warrior, Egill Skallagrimson, composed
the funeral poem, ‘Sonartorrek’ at the
death his son, Bodvar, his daughter,
Thorgerd, wrote it on a roll as tast as he
composed it. Hence it is almost certain
that Leif Erikson was not an illiterate
man. And as the Sagas of Erik the Red
and also of Thnorfinn Karlsefni, who
was Leif’s friend and companion and
married Leifl’s brother’s widow, and
went to Vinland, together with a com-
plete history of the discovery of Vin-
land by the Icelanders, are to be found
in three of the oldest Icelandic velinms,
but nowhere is a separate saga of Leifl
himself, 1am inclined to believe that
he wrote those Sagas, and that they
were preserved by the famous historian,
Ari the Wise, who was a priest and a
relative of Leif's,

4. Meesur is most likely a maple, it
being called in old High German
“imasar”, middle H. G. maser, and in
early English maser.

5. This place is thought by some to
be Fall river in the present state of
Massachusetts.

CHILDREN AND MATCHES.
The Millard county Blade of Marca
1ot sBye:

On Monduy afterncon two little girls
belonging respectively to James H.
Maceand D. M, Paimer, golinto the
Jatter’s covered wagon, in which were
several sacks of grain and a ‘‘grub’?
box contiaining watches. Toere was
also sume struw ip the wagon.

The little tote took the suatches and
began t» build a small fire. L & mo-
ment the 1oterior was a mass of flame.
The Pamer child escaped by way oi
the front. Theother wus not so {ortun-
ale, being penned jn the hack, but she
manages to get through & smail open-
ing in the resr end of the gover, abd
with burped feoce aund einged hair
leaped to the ground, badly scared but
nol serigualy injured.

There being no waler convenlent,
willlng hands rap the warzon Across the
atreet, and tne lames were soon extin-
gutshed trom Petty’s Howing well,

SAN JUAN STAKE CONFERENCE.

The gquarterly couference of the Ban
Juan Btake of Zion was belu at Biufl
on Baturdny and Sunday, Feb. 17 and
18.

There were in atlendance Kider
F. A, Hammond, preeldect of Lhe
Stake, several members of lbe
High Council, the Bishope of Bluff
aud Monlecello warda, and representa-
tives fromm ali of the wards 1n the Bluke
except Moab. Owing to Lue inclem-
eney of tbe weather the stteodance)

from distant parie of the SBtake was
smaller than usnal,

The usual business of sustalning the
Gepetal and Biake =asuthoritles was
attended to. The reporte from the
various Waljs and hranches showed
that the Baints generally were
striving to live their religion. A good
flow of the 8pirit of God accompanied
thoee who spoke durlbg the conofer-
ence, and much valuable and timely
\patruction was given.

On the eveniog of the 17th the Y,
M. M. [. A., held their semi-annual
Binke conference and vn Bunday even-
ing » meeting was held in the interest
of the Y. L. M. I. A. Relief Boclely
and Primary conferences were held on
Mondaay, the 19th,

All uf the meetings were well
attended and all telt avundantly paid
ior coming. PETER ALLAN,

Asslstant Stake Clerk,

—_—

NEWS FROM PROVIDENCE.

——

ProvibENct, Feb. 26, 1884 —]
thought a few lines from here would
uot!be put of place. I can eay the peo-
ple Be & rule are feeltng well in bhealth
and epirites, We had a fine time last
Saturday night. The choir gol up a
surprise on Brother John Schedss,as he
lenves o go on o misijon to Gurmany,
He hue heen a good worker ln the
choir for many years, and wus 8live to
all the dutivs be was cajlea to p‘yrform.
The choir juvited the hishopric aud
presidentk and coungeiors of ail guorume
and organizitione te join then, and
wben Brother Scbeise came to practice
for the last time lor awhile, he tound
the lables spread with loads of provis-
june walting for bim to come and
help eat them.

Atfter supper we had sonegs, recita-
tions, speeches, dancing, gamee, and
all in good epirits, Brother Bchejes
bad & little means given him to buy
buoke necesenry for his missjon work.

1 would say we have a plan in thise
ward which I think conid be worked
to by other wards, it wae started here
twenly ¥yesrs ago by Brother M. D.
Hammond woen he was Bishop here,
and it bas never Leen allowed Lo cense.
ftisthis: When an Eiljder is called to
£o on a misslon, the Bishop senda out
collectors and 1 von’t believe auy one
of thove Elders have ever had to fur-
nish & uollar to take them Lo their
fleld of labor., We have [furnish.-
ed n greal many nmuesioparies jn
twenly years, hut the people ook upon
it a8 a pleasure a8 well as a duly, to aid
them in going to earry the Gospel to
the nations who sit jo Jdarkness.

Protessor Richmoud will be here to-
nlght to lecture on fruit cuiture, and
how to care for the pests thal destroy
fruit. It is expected tbe meeoting house
will be ¢rowded,ns the people arealive
to this tndustry, sod it will oot be
Jong before we nave a canning facloty
here, thue sdding to the wenlth of the
tawn.

Meetingsare well attended, and our
Sabbath echools and sesocliation meet-
ing are doing well, We nleo have &
brass band started here and the boys
ure dolng exoeedingly well for the
time they have bwen started,

We have Iots of snow but we woa’l
near the cty of the poor thie winter &s
they ate being well cared tfor during
the cold weather, TRAMP,




