RELIGIOUS,

Sunday Services.

Rellgious services were held at the
Taberpacle; Balt Lnke City, SBunday,
November 1, 1801, commencing at £
p. m., President Augus M. Cannon
preriding. E

The cholr and cougregation sang the
hymn commenclog:

q i k, my God, my King,
%‘;;f.h,‘:;lﬁl;v&me.’&iw 'Lil&nyks ugd sing.

Prayer was offered by Bishop Eilas

M";‘rp:-::choir pext savg the by mn:
Jesus, once of humble birth,
Now in glory comes to earlh.

The Priesthood of ihe Fifth wurd

officiated in the sdministration of the

I.ord’s Buppel.
APOSTLE ABRAHAM H. CANNON
espeaker. Heeald be realized
3;':: ms e{iorts to instruct the SBaints
that afteruoon would be in vain uniless
he was guided and prompted by the
Spirit of God. Thewords of an Elder
might be pleasing to the ear and his
idens brilhant, but unlesa nccompanied
by that Spirit those words would fail to
touch the hearts of the people. Whlle
they might give comfort and perhaps
struct, they would not curry with
ﬁem that conviction which the sim-
plest words presented by the humblest
spesker would if insplred of God.

A mong otber thiugs they praved that
the Lord wouldl open the way
whereby those of their faith
who were still ecattered among the na-
tions of the earth might be gathered to
these mountain valieys and become
with them & tnited people, Other
sects did not presch the gathering of
their converts to any special locality,
being eatisfied to couvert people to
their particular doctrioe and Jeave
them in the plice where tpey found
them, surrounded by their friends, en-
gaging 1o the same pursuits which
they followed when the word of God,
an it was called, was preached to them,
In this, however, av In many other
things, the Latter-day Salnts differed
from the rest of the worli. They be-
Jleved that God would in the latter
days gather Hls chosen pevple from
all the natlons of the earth, Those
who recelved the truth would need no
argumeut to convince them of the ne-
cepgity for this gathering; for with the
reception of the Goapei the splrlt of
gathering would take porsession of
them, and however distaut they might
be (rom the land which, they knpew
God had appointed as the dwelllng-
piace of His people, they would still be
anxjous to forsnke their uative home
and come to Zion.

The Goepel brought to the ¢hildren
of men not only epiritual salvation-——
that salvatiou which Lelonged to the
other side of the vell—bitit would
also help them temporally; an' they
belleved that this gatheriog was de-
signed by QGod a8 & means of preserving
them—of protectlpg them —from the
scourges, from the judgmeuts of varlous
kings which were to be poured out
upon the earth in great measure.

How necessary it wasthal manklod,
wherever they were, should make
themeaelves familinr with the plan. of
anlvation which God had establlshed
upon the earth. The Latter-day Baints
who Jived iu these mountain valleys
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cluimed that God bad glveu uuto them
the trutb; they clalined that Jozeph
Bmith was the humble instroment in
the hands of God in restoring this
Gospel to the children of men,and that
it would yetbe preached in every land
—that all should hear it and
have the privilege of accepl-
Ing or rejecting i, as seeme]
best unto them, Thure who received it
would have the knowledge of lta dlvin-
Ity; the truth would be made plain to
them, and the Splrit of God woulid bear
testimony to them that that which
they had received was indeed the Gos-
pel of life and salvation, What was
the Gospel? That which Jeaus Him-
pelf taught while on the eartn. It was
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, fuith
that Jesus died for thesinsof the world,
faith that throughHis death atonement
was made f(or the original 8in, nnd that
through that atonement all men were
relieved from the effects of the fall of
Adam. Through His death and resur-
rection life had been restored to the
chlldren of men. Those who had
lived righteous lives and kept the com-
mandments of God would live never
again to die, while those who had re-
jected the truth, the sons of fmrdition,
would recelve the sentence of a second
death.

Having spoken of those having the
authority to adminlister in God’a holy
ordinances, A postle Cannon remarked
that iIf we were baptized a thousand
times by men possessing mno such
authortty from God, who had received
no calllpg except that which came
from within, all would be in vain, aud
their work woulld be unncceftable in
the sight of the Lord. We must have
a constant testimouy of the Splrit
within us to enable us to withstand the
trials and tribulations to whbich we
were subjected here in the flesh, or in
the day we looked not for It temptation
would overcome us and we would fall
agaln into darkness and unbeltef, The
only way In which weocould retaiu
the spirit of the Gospel aud the teatl.
mony of its divinity was by dolng the
work which Christ commanded His
disclples to do when on earth.

A most important work devolving
upon the Latter-day Saiuts was the
bullding of temples, tor the salvation of
those who had died without the truth,
They believed that unless they per-

formed " a certalu work within
those temyles, they with theilr
deal would be rejected of God.
The living must work for

the salvation of those who had passed
away; the Iatter must work for thelr
own redemption. They in the apirit
world could hear the truth, theirspirits
could repent; but they could not be
baptized for the remizelon of thelrown
sins. Their bodies Jay In motherearth;
they bad mouldered and turped to
dusi; but their offepring, the children
whom God gave them, were expected
to remember thelr parents. The hearts
of those who lived tedny should be in-
clined toward those who had passed
away by thelr seeking out the gene-
alogy of tl e deadl as far as possible,
nnd within those sacred bulldings
dedicated to God, and which He by
H s presence and favor had accepted at
thelr bands, they must perform the
work of salvation for those who had
dled without a knowledge of the truth.

This, then, wsas the work which
greatly devolved upon the people in
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theee lutter days—none more lmpos.
tant for the Saints to conslder and
carry out, Was this a new doctrine er
theory? WNo; it wasthe Gospel which:
had existed from the begluning o

time, #nd which would save every =on
ahd daughter of Adam, whether they
Lind beurd the truth in the flesh or not.
Fiven the heathen would come withia
the pale of the (Guspel which had bcen
restored in the latter days. Every
sowl would hear this truth either in
this lite ovin the spirlt world. 1t waa
the most glorious doctrine, and show-
ed to us, as far as our feeble miuda
could grasp the idea, the justuess upd
mercy of our Fuiher in heaveu. He
teld us through the revelations whicii
He had given us in the latter duays
that ‘‘as man is God once was, aud aa
Hels man may be.”? His promlses
haud been sealed upon our heads, and if
they falled it would ouly be becauss
we had (ailed on our part,

Bhould we, then, be dishearteued
when troublee came upon us, and
when it seemed thut we were about to
be overwheimeu? No; rather should
our hearts rejoice in tribulatlou, when
that tribuiation was not the result of
our own follies, but because of our viz-
tues, good intentions and diligeuce in
the work of God.

We helieved that God had a hand in
this work for the dead ip these last

days. It was a thlog furmerly un-
known, Why should men desire to
learn of their ancestry? From a

worldly standpolnt It would be ths
gratification of a curlous feeliug. But
thete had heen a a]plrlt resting upon
them that they could not aceount for,
urging them ou in thls work, and
they had not rested until they bad ex-
hausted all portions of the dominion
where thelr relations lived and dled
years and yesrs ago.

In view of ali that (God had promissid
to the Latter-day Sainte, If they re-
maipned true and ateadfaet to their
covenants they could afford to suffer
oppression aud Indignity, to live and
die in boudage If uecessary; they coukd
afford, if needs be, to let their blood be
shed so that the truth might be estab
lished, in view of all that was in store
for the faithiul; though they might be
called to undergo persecution, yet would
they know that (lod’s work would go
on, and future generations would praise
the people who had had the furtitude
to go forth among the nations and en-
dure persecution and death 1n the cause
of the Gospel.

The Latter-day Saluls were not ua-
derstood toduy. Thelr motives wers
misunderstood, their actions were mis-
judged; but God would bring all things
to pass In His own good time and
cause their trials to cease. Their fuults
were magnified by the world—and they
had encough already without that.
They knew they were siuful and
corrupt, full of weakness aud iz
firmity, but they were, nevertheless,
seeking with the help of God to. over-
come alj avil, They were striving o
put themselves under subjection unte
the Liord, recking to establish His pu=
poses—not Lhat they might rule among
men,or act iu opposition toany human
government, but seeking to proclaim
goodwill towards all men, They did
not seek for power excepl to preach the
Giospe) and admninister the blessings of
life and aalvalion to the children of
men. They bad wno desire to exclude



