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ffeelings 1 whichb I1 c was manmanifestedif ested not only by all
the saints but by the whole congregation of
citizens that attended good order prevailed
through the whole conference attention kind-
ness and civility was manifested bybr all

GEO A SMITH president
asa manchester clerk 2

at the close of the conference elders C 0
rich david fullmer henry jacobs and moses
smith arrived direct from nauvoo on their
way to michigan

we have appointed a political meeting in
newark this evening and one at juliet to-
morrowmorrowvv evening where we expect to present to
the citizens generalbeneral smiths viewviews of the
powerspowersandand policy of the government and dis-
cuss the subject of politics

AV WOODRUFF
GEO A SMITH

DISCOURSE
by elder johnsohn taylor bowery angaug 23 1857

nEPORTEDreported BY G D WATT

in listeningto the remaricsremarks made by president
Muneun iball thisthis morning11 I1 felt mymyselfelfeif very much ed-
ified very much instructed and very much blbles-
sed

ies
in fact where the spirit of the lord is

endand the oracles of god dwell there must of ne-
cessity be truth intelligence and certaincertaintyty
many of those things as hohe justly remarked that
seemseena liliht and trivial and dof little importance to
many are pregnant with meaning ammaft full of in-
terest and are of tilethe utmost importance to the
saints that dwell in these valleys and to the
world of mankind if they only pay atten-
tion to and be governed by teemthem

are more or less fond of
nalia show pomp and parade but the kingdom
of god does not always come with observation
as the scripture says tilethe great anda nd precious
principles of eternal truth like pearls and pre-
ciousciousclous gems are often hidbid from the view of the
humanbuman familyfamil

what is the reason that the world of mankind
do0 o not appreciate the principles that are so plain
and so manifest to usu how is it that all of our
friends relatives and association and the neigh-
borhoodsbo where we have resided have not fallen
in with the gospel of jesus christ why isa it

3 that all these things have not been received and
I1 appreciated by the millions of the human family

who have hadbad precisely the same opportunitiesites
that we have had it is because they do nott ap-
preciateprepreciclateate them becausebeca iselse they can not see and un-
derstandderstand the hhahtt shone in darknessdarknesskneas anaitand it
comprehended it not but to those who received
it it was lifelifa and salvation

why isis it that a swine cannot discern the value
of pearls and tramples them under its feet be-
cause it does not understand it has not the intel-
ligence and does not comprehend the difference
between the filthfifth that surrounds it and precious
gemapema yon highl cast a precpreciousionslons jewel at a hog
andirand it would turn and rend you but throw that

to a man of understanding0 and intelligencet and he
would ask for more

that is the difference god has so ordained
that straight shall be the gate and narrow the
way that leads to life1 and but few there be that
findigfind it

itif the ingenf thebe world if the princes and po-
tentatesI1 ten tates of the earth if the statesmen and great
men amamongon the nations could comprehend things
as we comprehend them could understandunder tilethe
gospel as it has been revealed lo10 us if they could
know anything of our high callings glorious hope
and of the principles that animate our bosoms
they would many of them lay down their hon-
ors and their thrones andaud come down and asksk
fortor admission into this kingdom

but heythey have got lo10 receive thehe kingdomkin dom of
god like a little child just the same as you and
I1 or they cannot enter it they have got to entedtenterer
byy the door into thedthetheo sheepleep fold and hence there
isama test for every mailman to try him by and hence
the difference between us and them and therefore
a difference in regard to our views and position
which necessarily produce a alffiediffiedifferencerence inin our
beelinfeeling11 s

i theyThy think differently they speak differently
i thetheyy lookk upon things in a different point of view

than we do they look upon usits as being enthu-
siasticsia foolish wild and visionary and among
the rest as being polluted and they would for-

i sooth sympathize with us some of them and
think we are in the most dreadful position of any
people under the face of the heavens that we
farefire degraded and fallen

but they know not the spirit that animates our
bosoms ttheyey know notnat the hope that god has
inspired iiiin our hearts they know not the thinobilings
peipelpertainingining to0 o the kingdom og0 god they are as
ignorant of them and of their own destiny as the
brute beast which is made to be taken and de-

stroyedrst 1

it was a very correct figure that the apostle
made use of formerformerlyy when liehe spoke of men
beisig as ignorant as brute beasts which were
made to bibe taken and destroyed man holding
a relationship withwilh things that have beenlicen with
things that are and with things that are to come
being an eternal being having existed before ex-
istingastin now and destined to exist while endless
ages shall endure when he understands his re-
lationshiplation ship to god how hebe is associated with his

Fprogenitorsogernagern ors the position in which he stands to
i thethabhe church and kingdom of god on thehe earth

the blessing he is able to seal on his posterity
worlds without end and the great things hhee isis

I1 destined to enjoy if faithful there is as much ddif-
ference

f
between his views and the world ofor man-

kind in general as there is between midnight
darkness and the light of the sun in its meridian

I1 gloglory
I1i men that are in darkness do not understand

0 why it is that we think as we do that we act as
Wwe do that we endure as we do that men can be
united as we are that people will leave their
homes and traverse seas oceans deserts moun

bains plains and sterile wastewastes in orderodder to meet
with a people so much despised by a great ma-
jority of mankind

they do not know why itil1 is because they do
not understand the counsels of god how is it
in relation to them they have no revelation
no knowledge of god and hence they are like
the brute beasts and know nothing but what they
know naturally as beasts obtain their know-
ledge ac

they know nothing of their own position or of
theirheir relationship to god they know nothingnotting

about their pi of their own destiny I1in
thaiha future of what isis within their reach whilele
here on the earthparth nor how to secure blessings on
their posterity in fact they are ignorant of all
the great and vital principles which have a ten-
dency to animate enliven and give vitality and
power to aitalt thehe acts of the bongsons of god and
hence they are illlillikeke the brute beasts

you can taetake an ox or a hog and put it into a
stable and feed it and it will get fit there what
for for thethi knife if you could only give it a
littlelitt e revelationreve lalion if youyon could only make that ox
or lioiiohog anderstunderstandind that it was being prepared to
be killed and ealen I1 wonder how fat you could
make it

it ajust solowithwith the world they are ignorant
of theirheir position and they glory in their own
shamshame just as much as a hog does in wallowing
in tilethe mire and they arewe just as ignorant of their
destiny

this is the position of the world and that is
the reason why you see things as they are why
there is BOso much darkness andnd I1 only wonder
there is so much light among them as there is

you wonder why men act so much like fools
I1 wonder they have as much intelligence as they
have and the only reason why they have so
much is that thehe spirit of god is not entirely
withdrawn from them

regard to principles of science mechanism
etc theythe possess a great deal of informationinform lonion but
they do not knowli ow that every good and perfect
gift proceeds from god and theyth ey wont acknow-
ledge it nor him and hence ttheh e little lilihtlit they
enjoy relativenetonatoto rehrebreligioussious matters inin relation to

indand
etereternityter pityrity to their prepredentpresentent real position and destiny
and to the things which god has communicated
to usa

Is it to be wondered at then that men acting
inin that way should feel strange and act strangely 9
you cannot expect the conduct ofaoraof a gentleman to
proceed from a brute beast youcu cannot expect
ananythingthing but a gruntrunt from a hoghop it isis their naturenat lreire
daniidild1 it isis the nature of the wicked to act as they
havehae done and as they are doing and if you see
animosity hatred evilviivil strife viciousvicious feelings
bad practices ness corruption of0 every
cradegrade and every kind of abomination prevailingprevail incinzna
ilit isis because of their nature oaeone of thosethop little
byrons composed by watts for children describes
it rightri ht

latlet dodogsq ddelightligat to barkbarb and bite for god hasbas
them so

let bears and growl and Itisit la their nature too

not desirous to retain god in their knowledge
they have given themselves up to every kind of
evil and are led captive bbyy the devil and
scriptures say his servants ye are whom ye
to obey

now wwhathat is it that ealicenlightenslefens our minds we
were like them precisely IsJs there any man here
who knew anything about god until it was reveal-
ed to himhimo Is there a man or woman here
understood even the first principles of the abs
pel of christ until they were revealed to thern

I1 have traveled a great deal and been in differ-
ent nations and I1 have never yet met with a man
that did to what are we indebted for that
knowledge to the administration of an angel
wbwhicheh made manifest the order of god to joseph
smith and he revealed it unto others to that we
are indebted for the first principles of the gospel

callcan you find anybody anywhere in any partparl
of thetile earth who professes to teach religion that
willv illlii tell the people to repent of their sins be bap-
tized in the name of jesus christ for the remis-
sion of them and receive the imposition of handsbands
for tiethetle gift of hethe holy ghost and who dare
promise them that they shall receive it in its pow-
er as the apostles did formerly I1 cannot 1I have
not met with such a people nor vouyouyou have not

I1 wawas well verseversed in titthee scriptures myself
glienvilenwhen this gospel came alonz but I1 wagwas as igno-
rant as a batebiti about these things and so isis every
body else I1 have not comacome in contact with a
man who understood correct principles in relation
to the principles of the gospel or who knew tilethe
way to enter into thathe kingdom of god who
could know it without Godiegod revealing it and it is
to that revelation that we aeate indebtedeI for tilethe
intelligence we have acce ived concerning these
matters and to the spirit of prophecy and reteia
tion that has been communicated with it

br kimball said hebe did not profess to beabe a prophet
of god I1 bear testimony that he is a prophetpro
0ofkr Ggodgojod anand wilywhy do I1 do that becatbecausese I1 have
known inmanyay thinthinsthingss that I1 could relate here that
1 heardd himaim prophecypr0checy years5 ears acoago have been
fulfilled to the very letter and I1 bear testimony
of it on another ground any man that has thefhe
testimony of jesus has the spirit of prophecy for
thehs testimony of jesus is the spirit of prophecy

sso0 says the oldoid bible andaud consequently such a
Mmanln is13 a prophet

concerning the first principles of the gospel at
first they camecams bbyy revelation they were com-
municatedted to a young man who iidildliddid not possess
what is termed worldly wisdom education or in-
telligencetelligence but he came and told it out just as god
told it to lihnhim

was there anybody that could controvert it
no it was not because it was in the bible that
iletie taught it but because god had communicated
it to him and he went and told the things which
heae had received did you ever meet wawith r man
anywhere that could controvert the principles
joseph smith taught did you ever find a theo-
logian or priest of any description that could con-
tradicttradict these things successfully did I1 I1 never
liddid I1 have nevernevennevneyer met with a manlean under the

heavens that could successfully contradict one
principle of it never NO NEVERneven and I1 do not ex-
pect ever to be able to

why is it thathat people cannot contradict it
because it is the eternal truth of heavenand emi
bated from the great eloheimoEloeioheimoheiro and is one of those
eternal principles of truth which god has com-
municatedmunica ted to the human family and truth like
god is unchangeable and cannot be controverted
darkness flees before it and error hides its head
wherever it appears

it was so in regard to the first principles of the
gospel and it hasha been so in regard to principles
that have been revealed and communicated from
time to time both by joseph smi la bybv president
youngyounyond by br kimball and by aallaliif ththee authorities
ofor this church who have been inspired by the
iioiloholyy ghost

in relation to the position we now occupy the
thinthibthings that were spoken this morning are as cor-
rect as true anduni as as any thinthingthins9that could be adduced by any man I1 do not care
where liehe comes from nor what may be his intel-
ligenceligence I1 GOco not care whether liehe is kin prespreb i-
dent potentate or statesman of any description
or what his intellectual qualifications it matters
not

TtheI1e principles that were spoken here are in
and of themselvesemze ives correct and I1 want to speak a
little in relation to some of these thingthins in order
that men who have not examined them may un-
derstandderstand them dioremore minutely you believe the
principles because you heard themthern of course and
so do I1I1 so do we all and every truth recom-
mends itself to the minds of tilethe human family
yet at ahe same time we are not all of us at aallali1

times prepared to judge of the correctness of allaila I1 I1

tilethe things we have heard thishis morning mightmi
sound to samesome croakers and ignoramusi se who
have never examined the subject and do not un-
derstandder tandstand principle like treasonreason aas though we
were inill open rebellion against the united states
andard opposed to the government we are associated
with as though we were going to trample down
all law rule andand order no such thinthing

weweareare the only people in these united statestates
at the present time who are sustaining them I1
can prove this and that it is others who are
trampling themtheia undertinder foot and not us whilst
they araree committing acts themselves that are
treasonable in their nature and pursuing a course
opposed to thehe constitution and tilethe very genius
of the institutions of the united states they
want to layjay the sin at our doors that they them-
selves are guilty of

would I1 as a citizen of the united states
come out in iciebellion against the united states
and act contrary to myroy verily no
would br young verily no would br kim-
ball or br wellweli no

not true patriotspipitriots true americansAmeric
do they not feel the fire of 76 burning in their
bosombosoms assuredly they do would they do a
thidthing thaithat is wrong no and they will alsoalio see
that others do not do it that is the feeling the
spirit and principle that actuate them

1

there are thousands of youyou who are ameri-
canscans who have been born in this land whose
fathersathers foufought

11
lit for the liberties we used to enjoy

butut have not enjoyed forsom eyears past anere
are thousands of such men here who feel the
same spirit that used to burn in their fathers bo-
son

ho-
son

bo-
somssouson s thehe spirit of liberty and equal nightsrights the
spirit11 irit of according to every manmail that which be
10angs1 s to dimandhim nd of robbing no man of his rightsyour fathers and grandfathers have met the
tyrant when liehe sought to put a yoke on your
necks as men and true patriots theytiley came fofor-
ward and fought for their rights and in defence
of that liberty which wg thelt childrenchildrer ought to
enenjoy you feel the same spirit that inspired
titthemez the same blood bathatthat coursed in their veins
foysfoya in yours youyon feel true patriotism and a
strong attachment to the constitution and insti-
tutions bought by the blood of your fathers and be-
queathedthed to you by them isas your richest patri-
mony

there are others of you that have taken the i

oath of allegiance to the united states and some
of ollyouoil not understanding correct principles mamay
perhaps feel qualms 0of conscience and think
probably that if we undertake to resist thetile pow-
ers thathat are seekingI1 to make aggression upon us
we are doing wrong no such thinghung you let
your conscience sleep at ease let it be quiet it
isis not us who are doindoirdoing

11 wion it is others who
are committingI1 a wrong upon us

what was the case infu missouri let meroe draw
your attention briefly to some of the circumstan-
ces that have transpired in our history as a peo-
ple who did we interfere with in the state hfbf
missouri did we rebel aagainstainest tilethe united
state or against the stateslate inin

r
which we lived

verily no and 1I am at the defiance of that state
and concongress1 ressresa with all tilethe world at their backs
tto prove that we did rebel in one iota did they
evei unto rsus the protection of american ccitizensiiilii zens
they did not and theyibey perjured themselves in hotnot
doi ngit they perjured themselves before god
and ail honest menlaen f

who did we rebel against in illinois
let me mention one circumstance in the

state of missouri how mitch land did we
purchase there from the united states and pay
for which they promised to warrant and de-
fend uaus in the pospossessionsession of did they protect
us in the rightt theyth y guaranteed unto usits no
tiltheyvz allowed ugus to be robbed and plundered
with impunity and how many summeredsufferedstiffiered death
in consequence of their recklessness careless-
ness and barefacedbare faced iniquity thousands I1
have seen their condition when many thousands
were driven from their landslanda and homes were
persecuted harrbarrharrassassedcd and driven like felons
without redress robbed plundered imprisoned
and put to death and thousands of men
women and children wandered houseless and
homeless exiles in the irown land and fugaugfugitivesstives
flying from the rage of a lawless rabble in-
furiatedfuriated and bloodthirsty miscreants
and maurmurderersderera I1 saw then a whole people

robberobbedd and disfranchised and ihilthia 68 in thetho
middle of winter did the state aauthorities
yield us any redress no they were fore-
most ioin the mob did the united states
no

many of my brethren around me also wit-
nessed these things and know the misery des-
titutiontitution and death caused by those blood-
hounds when they first fled to nauvoo resting
where the mud was knee deep the only position
they could get with three or four little sticks
put up and a counterpane thrown over them
and there left to die

br wells was in nauvoo at the time af-ter the excitement waswag over there was not
enoughI1 of well folks to wait on the sick

I1 was off on a mission to england at this
time and all my family were side and my son
george who hashag been away and returned with
meipe being quite a little boy not able to draw
water and nobody in the house able to get it
hadbad to go and wait at the well with a little
bucket for somebody to come and draw him a
little water to carrcarryy home to the alcksick to
the parching tongue and allay the raging fever
occasioned by these missouri demons

br brighamambrbr kimball geo A smith and
the twelvedwelye here and everybody almost was
down sick and in this condition feeble faint
and half dead they started off on a mission
because we were commanded to go we went
to fulfillfulfil the word of the lord did the united
states step forward and yield us any redressno but they stood there and were willimwilling0 to
see us impoimposedsed upon and robbed of ouourr proper-
ty and rightsrighta and wowe have obtained no re-
dress for it to thetiie present day

are transgressors are we mar-
tin van buren the then president of the unit-
ed states acknowledged0 the iinjusticeRiustice done to
usits when he said youryour cause isis just but we
can do nothing for you and we endured itwe staid in illinois lived there as peaceable
citizens and had a city charter and under itsita
protection improved ourofir city and had in a
shortabort time by our energy industry and enter
prize built one of the best cities in the west-
ern country and hadbad one of the most peace-
able societies that existed anywhere without
exception

the first thing they did to aggravate us waswaa
to rob us of our city charter and this very
judge douglas of whom we have hheardheirdard so
much as being our friend waswai one of the first
movers for its repeal the first time I1leverever
met with him was in a hotel in springfield illi-
nois the time they were trying joseph smith
before judge pope he told me then that
they had a right to do it and thatthattiethatthethe judges
had decided so I1 said I1 did not know

about the iudenudes
I1 did not know who liehe was at the time and

it would not have made much difference if I1
hadhat I1 told him it is no matter to me what the
judges decided about charters the legislature
had given us our charter for perpetual succes-
sion and for them to take away a charter with
these provisions proved them either to bobe
knaves or fools

they were knaves if they did it knowingly
to give what they knew they hadbad not power

1

to
do and itif they did not know it theil were
fools for giving us a thing they had not power
to give

did theado it yes and that state rob-
bed us of the rights of freemen and the only
chance we had then when they sent their
scamps and rogues amongI1 us was to have a
whittling society and whittle them out we
could not get them out according to law andalid
we had to do it according to justice and there
was no law against wbwhittlingiRling BOso we whittled
the scoundrels out

I1 remember that one of the legislators who
had annulled our charter named dr charles
went to president younyoungI1 and says hahe crinmr
young I1 am very much imposed uponn by the
people around here there is a lot of boys03 a fol-
lowing me with longiongionlon knives and they are whit-
tling after me wherever I1 go my life is in dadan-
ger l

I1 1

br young repliedreplied 111 I am very sorry youyon are
imposedlattolatroin sed upon by the people we used to havehavo
laws here but you have taken them away
from usits we have no lamlav to protect you younYOUR
CAUSE IS JUST BUT WE CAN DO NOTHING FORFOK
YOU 2 boys dont frightenfrish ten him dont

they deprived us of0 the rights of law to
protect ourselves and in doidoldoingngitit they deprived
us of the power of protecting them 1 and we
clotildcould not helpheip them when they wantwantedd help

voice we still have whittlingwhitt linz societies Jyes we still have
M societies as br

kimball says
why did we leave nauvoo hadhaa wawe killedkind

anybody had we broken any law had wswe
trampled upon the rights of aanyny people had
we done anything that the lawsa rs of the united
states or of that state could interfere with us
for if we had they would pretty soon havehavo
dragged us up

the people wanted us to leaveleave and because
lbthee people were dissatisfied because there was
a lot of religious enthusiasts political aspir-
ants black legsL and scoundrels who wanted
to possess our property all bound togethertogether to
rob us of our rights we must go away

g
of

course
judge douglas gen hardin major war-

ren and aomesome of the prominent men from spring-
field met together ininnyinaytnyiny house in nauvoo and
these men could go to work and talk deliber-
ately and there was no lesslesa than two united
states senators ammomamong them at the time about
removing thousands of people and letting them
be disetdisfranchisedfranchiseddis ranchi sed and despoiled as 0coollyo

L
0llyliy an

they would cut up a leg of mutton
voice candand you told them of ityes I1 did

now then who did weave injure what law
did we break whose rights did we trample

continued on pagepase


