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REPORTED BY ARTHUR WINTER

ELDER ORSON F WHITNEY
the speaker read the and 3rdard

athath ath ath and loth verses of thithe third
chapter and the ast and ath esth and
ath verses of the fourth chapter of
malachi theythey read as follows

behold I1 will send my messenger and he
shall prepare the way before me anand the lord
whom ye seek shall suddenly ccomee to his

tertemple even the messenger of the covenant
thomyewhom ye delight in behold he shall come

oththoaith the lord of hosts
I1

but who may abide the day of his coming

and who shaushall stand when he appeareth for he

is like a refiners fire and like fuller s soap

and he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver landand he shall purify the sons of levi and
purge them as gold and silver that they may

offeraffer unto the lord an offering inin righteousness

then shall the offering of judah and jeru-
salem be pleasant unto the lord as inin the days

of old and as in former years
will a man rob god yet ye have robbed

agne but ye say wherein have we robbed
abe in tithes and offerings

ye are cursed with a curse for ye have tobrob

ted me even this whole nation
bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse

that there may be meat inin mine house and
prove me now herewith saith the lord of
hosts if I1 will not open you the windows of

tieaven and pour you out a blessingbleming that there
shall not be room enough to receive itit

for behold the day cometh that shall burnbum
as an oven and all the proud yea and all that
jpdp wickedly shall be stubble and the daythanday that
cometh shall burn them up saith the lord 01

hosts that it shall leave them neither root nor
branch

but unto you that fear my name shall the sun

of righteousness arise with healing inin his wings

and ye shall go forth and grow up as calves

the stall
remember ye the law of moses my servant

4 which I1 commanded unto him in horebhareb for all
israel with the statutes and judgments

f behold I1 will send you elijah the
before the coming of the great and dreadful day

of the lord
and he shall turn the heart of the fathers

the children and the heart of the children
their fathers lest I1 come and smite the
with a curse

these words were uttered by a pro
phet of god about four hundred

before the coming of the lord jesus
christ in the flesh they were spoken
to the jews by malachi the last of the
old testament prophets after whose
time the voice of prophecy was hushedbushed
and remained still until the advent otof
john the baptist heralding the cacomingming
of one mightier even the lord our
savior I1 presume that many christian
scholars perhaps most of them would
take the ground that these predictions
have been fulfilled that they were ful-
filled when christ came that that was
the rising of the sun of righteousness
of which the prophet speaks but the
latter day saints have been taught to
believe and we hold that these pre-
dictions are applicable to our own day
and that they have not yet been fulfilled
to the uttermost in some particulars
doubtless they have been but the great
fulfillment is yet to come

it will perhaps be well for us to in-
quire a little into the circumstances un-
der which these words were spoken
six hundred years before the birthbinh of
our savior there came various prophets
speaking to the inhabitants of jerusalem
telling them that that great city was
about to be destroyed jeremiah the
prophet spoke thus he told his coun-
trymen that because of their transgress-
ions because of the profaning of the
sabbath and the neglect by the people
of the law of moses god would des-
troy the city of jerusalem and carry
away captive its inhabitants that he had
raised up a great man named
chadnezzar the king of babylon into
whose hands liehe had committed all the
nations of the earth jeremiah counsel-
ed his people to bend their necks to the
yoke of and promised
them that if they did so it should be
well with them he told them that if
they trusted in the power of for
there was an egyptian party in jerusa-
lem who thought it more addanadvantageoustla boup
that the jews should form an allianceamance

I1

with that nation they would lean upon
a broken reed and that it would be
better for them to submit to

he predicted that they would
serve him for seventy years until the
land which they had desecrated by their
transgressions by refusing to let it rest
every seventh year should have enjoyed
its sabbathsSabbaths and then they would be
permitted to return another prophet
who had preceded jeremiah the great
isaiah also referred to this captivity
and he named the man whom god would
raise up to proclaim deliverance to his
peoplekeople that they might reoccupyoccupyre their

mdland after the seventy years were ac

complished the lord through isaiah
called this man cyrus his shepshepherderd
his anointed whose right handanaiI1
have holden to subdue nations before
him and said that he had commanded
him to rebuild the temple at
we are told that there were divers pro-
phets who predicted these or similar
things to that disobedient and stiff
necked people among them was a
prophet named lehi who was a

of jeremiah he was warned in
a dream of the destruction of jerusalem
and told to take his family and depart
into the wilderness and god would lead
him unto a chosen land he did so
taking the records of his fathers for he
was a descendant of joseph ahrthroughugh
manasseh with tents and provisions
for his family and a few others and
they sojournedsojourned for some years inin
the wilderness of arabia on the
shores of the persian gulf they
constructed ships by commandment ofof
god crossed the indian and pacific
oceans and landed on the coast of the
country now called chili in south
america the book of mormon is a
history of the descendants of lehi this
prophet lived at the time when jeremiah
predicted the destruction of jerusalem

A few years later this terrible predic-
tion was fulfilled came
against the city besieged and captured
it he desolated the land for the jews
had formed an alliance with the king of
egypt and had not hearkened to jere
maahs words and they were carried
away into captivity and servedserved the king
of babylon seventy years after that
period was accomplished god inspired
cyrus the conqueror of babylon who
now bore sway over the world as the
headbead of the medo persian empire to
poproclaimclairn deliverance to the jews and
give all who desired it the privilege of
going up to the land pfaf judea to rebuild
thethe waste places of Jerujerusalem it is
said tthatha forty two thousand under the
leadershipJeader ship of two great arimenn named
Zerub babel and joshua took advantage
of this and returned to their coun-
try and began to rebuild and
the places which had been desolatece for
so long but the work languished for
they were surrounded by people who
were foreign to them inin spirit in
motive in laws and customs
the men of edom were there the
descendants of esau they had en-
croachedcroached during the years of the cap-
tivity upon lands formerly occupied by
the jews and retired reluctantly even
at the command of cyrus to give place
to the returning captives other nationations


