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the sixty first annual confer-
ence of the church of jesus christ of
latter day saints convened at it10 aruam
jnan saturday april ath 1891 in the
tabernacle salt lake city president
wilford woodruff presiding

there were on the stand of
che first presidency wilford wood-
ruff and george Q cannon of the
council of the twelve apostles
lorenzo snow franklin D richards
moses thatcher francis M lyman
john henry smith heber J grant
john vv taylor mariner W merrill
anton H lund and abraham H
cannon patriarch john smith of the
presiding council of the seventies
seymour B young C D fjeldsted
john morgan B H roberts and
george reynoldsRey nolde of the presiding
bishopric william B preston R T
burton and john R winder

there were also numbersof presi-
dents of stakes and of other leading
brethren from various parts of utah
and surrounding region

conference opened by president
wilford woodruff announcing that the
choir would sing the hymn commenc-
ing
now let us rejoice in the day of salvation
sono longer as strangers au earth need we

roam
prayer was offered by president

angus M cannon
singing by the choir
Itigloriousorious things of thee are spoken

zion city of our god I1

he whose word can not be broken
chosechoose thee torfor his own abode

president wilford woodruffWoo draft
we are highly blessed of god in be-

ing permitted to meet together on this
the sixty first anniversary of the or-
ganization of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints I1 feel
that we ought to be thankful before the
lord that our hehearts should be filled
with gratitude and thanksgiving for
this privilege which we now enjoy it is
true many of our friends have been
called from our midst during the I1pastt
year to the other side of the veil theh
lord has been merciful to us as a peo
aleele in preserving us through our
tetoryla in all the vicissitudes of life
through which we have been called to
pass since the establishment of this
church and kingdom I1 feel that we
should lift our hearts in prayer to god
our heavenly father forhis mercies
and that he will guide and direct us
by the inspiration of the holy ghost
that our minds may be enlightenedour
understanding opened to comprehend
riehis mind and will concerning his
people I1 rejoice in the goodel of
jesus christ in the revelations that
come from heaven to both jew and
gentile with the various dispensations
of god to man generation after
generation has passed away since the
early arche stood in the flesh on

the earth the lord has exexpressed
through the mouths of inspiredInsinspiredpireT men
from generation to generation his
mind his will his work those revela-
tions which were delivered thousandshousands of
years ago have been fulfilled today in
our midst and among the nations of the
earth god has set his hand to estab-
lish his work to warn the world once
more for the last time before the com-
ing of the sonsoft of man and he hastiedcalled elders into the vineyard ofef the
lord to labor while the days last for
the night cometh when no man can

work 10 we have the fruits of this
labor before us today in this taberna
nacle in the valleys of these moun-
tains

I1 trust while we are together that
our prayers may be lifted up to the
lord that our hearts maybemay be united
that while our brethren the apostles
and elders stand before us and give
unto us their testimony of the word of
god we may have a full share of his
blessing

I1 do not think I1 ought to occupy
much more of your time this morning
but I1 feel thankful that I1 am still with
you and able to meet on this occasion
with so80 manyMADY of the latter day saints
who have entered into covenant with
the lard and upon whose shoulders
he has laid the holy priesthood to
adainadminadministerlater to warn the world
to devote their time and at-
tention to the ordinances of the
house of god both for the living
and the dead I1 feel myself that ofof
all people under heaven that have ever
lived the latter day saints have the
greatest cause to rejoice that they live
in the day and generation when the
lord has set his handband to gather to-
getherother his people to establish bothjerusalemlejerusalem and zion to fulfilfulfill his
promisesoro made to gatherfather abraham
and the ancient patriarchs and proph-
ets

the jews have been a hiss and a
bye word among the gentiles since the
death of the savior eighteen hun-
dred years ago their redemption
Is at the door today it
has been proclaimed by inspired men
to their own tribe it is left on record
that the jews will return home that
Jerujerusalemealem will be rebuilt their temple
established and all those great and
mighty promises given by inspiration
and revelation will come to pawpass

jl1 pray god our heavenly fratherfather to
bestow his blessing upon us that it
may continue to rest upon his saints
who have entered into covenant with
him that we may recognize our
responsibility and magnify our calling
day by day so that when we pass to
the other side of the veil we may be
justified in his sighteight this is my
prayermyer and desire for jesus christchristss
eakee amen

apostle anthem H lundland
addressed the conference following
tois substantially what he said I1 am
pleasedleased1 1 to meet with the saints andfalisten8ten to the remarks of president
woodruff in looking back on their
history the latter day saints have
much cause to rejoice we can see
that the lord has been with his peopleae
notwithstanding the opposition they
have had to meet in the early history
which was marked by greatdifficulties
if the lord had not been close to the
saints they would not have been able

to stem the opposition which confront-
ed them wee need have no fear of the
outcome the lord has power to pro-
tect his people but we should tooklook
to ourselves we have received the
truth we should show our grattgratitudetude
for this boon ayour works you know
of the lordlordsa parable of the I1
have no fear that the word has been in
the case of the saints sown on stony
ground but with some of us it
hasbaa I1 fear been sown on soil
on which briarsbriare have grown and par-
tially choked it asaana rule however
the loss of this worlds goods and of
friends have had no power to draw us
away from the truth generally speak-
ing the truth was sown on good
ground

we have need to beware lest in
timeslimes of peace riches become the chief
object of our lives we have so much
to live for that we cannot afford to do
this we should be honest in our deal-
ings I1 have seen more trouble arise
among the saints from temporal mat-
ters than any other cause wewe should
all deal justly and remember the debt
we owe to our heavenly father
6endnd pay our tithing if we neglect
this duty our faith and love for GWgodsIs
work will decrease if we attend to
this duty those conditions will in-
crease with us there is a specialespecial debt
of honor that bot a few have omitted
to discharge the refunding of means
supplied by brethren to enable them to
come to this country this is not
rightrivelitx as such an obligation is sacred
we should remember our berbenefactorsbece factors
and not be guilty of the bise sin of
ingratitude

we should not forget the object of
gathering it is to learn more fully
the ways of the lordLurd we have pro-
gressedgr d in this respect but many
have neglected to give their child-
ren proper instruction in these
matters some wavemave imagined that
their time has been too much occupied
to give their children these beneficent
teachings those who cannot occupy
much ofof their own time in this labor
should be particular to send them
where they can get the instruction
church and sabbath schools in this
way they may become grounded in the
faith of the gospel and be able to give
reason for the hope that is in themmany parents seeing the result of
former negligence in this regard now
regret their sinssine of omission some
have thought that their children could
receive all that was necessary at ordi-
nary meetings this is an error as
children are only capable of receiving
but a little at a time

the speaker bore testimony to the
divine character of the work in which
he is engaged stat ting it to be thothe pre-
paratory labor for the coming of christto govern the world

apostle marriner W merrill
said he was pleased to meet with anch
a large number of latter day saints in
conference he hadbad bad many reflec-
tions since coming here in relation to
the past thirty eight years bad gone
by since he first became associ-
ated with the saints in this
city and territory and during
that period how many of the brethren
with whom he had been intimately ac-
quaintedquain ted hadbad passed awall he dared
say there were many present that
morning who had never seen the face


