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George Temple I bad a son, who was
in the north country, drowned. He
was 21 years of age, and was a faith-
ul young man. He had a warning of
this, In a dream he was notified how
he would die. We had testimony of that
atier his death. Iasked the Lord why
be was taken from me. The answer to
me was, '*You are doing a great deal
for the redemption of your dead; hut the
law of redemption requires some of
your own seed in the spirit world to
attend to work connected with this.”
That was a new principle to me; but it
Salisfied me why h2 was taken away. 1
name this, because there are a great
Dlany instances like it aniong the Latter
day Saints. Tbis was the case with
Brother Abraham Cannon. He was
laken away to fulfill that mission. And
where we have anything of this kind,
we should leave it 1o the bands of Gorl
lo reconcile.

Let us iry as Latter-day Saints to
qualify ourselves to do the will of God
and bear off His kingdom, and be true
and faithiul to the end, whicb may God
grant, for Christ’s sake. Amen.

Written for thia Paper.
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&u HAVE just had a chat with
I the Brigham Young of 1396.
f I His name is W iltord Wood-
a - reff.  He is the spiritual head
!c'ilm the 300,0co0 Mormons who
are now to be found in Utah
. and other parts of the world,
[ land as such he is one of the
I'most remarkable ecclesiasti-
: cal rulers ot the world. My
|H ! i appointment lfor meeting him

lu .|was at the president's house
ﬂﬂﬁ gnf.\b' and I was received there by
{|-»% &'o1|the honorable Joseph Smith,
one of the Twelve Apostles, and Elder
Penrose, the historian of the church. 1
had chatted with them a moment when
a short, broad-shouldered, well-built
man, who did not look to be more than
sixty years of age, came in. He had
kind blue eyes, and his square [ace was
almost free itom wrinkles. He was
about five feet seven inches tall, and his
weight, I judge, was about one hundred
and fity pounds. His dress was black
broadcioth, and his linen was as white
as the ihick thatch of silver which
covered his head. He walked in with a
firm step aund shook my hand witha
cordial grip, as Mr. Smith introduced
me to him. It was President Woodrufl,
who was boru in Conneclicut in 1807,
during the presidency ol Thomas Jefler-
son, and who is still young, notwith-
standing that he is in his ninetieth year.
I have known several men in their
nineties, but none whe show so much
mental and physical vitality as does this
Mormon president. I interviewed the
millionaire, Coicoran, when he was
ninety. He walked with a cane and
totlered about, being supporled by his
body servant. During his latter years
he kept to his bed the greater part of
each day, and though Inlellectually
bright, had nothing of the physical
vigor of President Woodruff, George

Bancroft, the historian, only pretended
to work after he was minety. He was
not strong, and he soruetimes dropped
off to sleep in tlie midst of the public
dinners which he attended. Mrs. Presi-
dent Harrison’s father, Dr. Scott, was
able to walk about at ninety-three, but a
servant always accompanied him, and in
chatting with me he repealed himsell
and showed that his memory was wan-
dering. Wilford Woodruff is still full of
vigor. He laughed like a boy several
times during our chat, and at times he
rose and walked about the room. He
took a trtp to Alaska last summer, and
he stood the journey as well as any man
in the party.

During our conversation I asked him
to what he attributed his wondertul
working powers. He replied:

‘] come irom a long lived family, and
inherit a strong constitution. I believe
that both temiperance and hard work
lead to longevity, and I have all my life
been temperate and a hard worker.
These two things have helped me, but
outside of and apart from them there is
another element which, it seems lo me,
has had much to do with my strength.
In looking back over my life it seems to
me that there have always been two
powers at work about me, one trying to
destroy me, the other to keep me alive.
So far 1he latter has prevailed. Why, I
bave gone through all kinds of perils
and had ali kinds of accideots. Nearly
every bone o! my body has been broxen
at some time or other. My legs were
broken twice. I was twice almost dead
from drowning. My ribs were broken
at anotber time, and [ have had about a
score of atlacks of bilious colic. I
now suffer from the asthma,which keeps
me from sleeping, but, praise God, I am
still able to work.”

*He has another element which keeps
him alive,” said Mr, Smith. ‘This, I
suppose, you would not count much,but
we count it a great deal. He has the
prayers of about 200,000 people going
up every day for his health.”

“Then you Mormons believe
prayer? '

“We have fanh in prayer, and we be-

in

‘lieve in cures being accomplished by

the laying on of uands,”* was the reply.
“By the way, there is a slip which will
show you just what we do believe. It
was written by Joseph Smith, and it
embraces the atticles 5t our faith.'”

Here Mr. Woodruff handed me a
card, which I copy verbatim:

1. We believe in God, the Eternal
Father, and in His Som, Jesus Christ,
and o the Holy Ghost.

2. We belleve that men will be
punished for their own sins, and not for
Adam?s transgression.

We believe that through the atone-
ment of Christ, all mankind may be
saved, by obedience to the laws and
ordinances of the gospel.

4- We believe that these ordinances
are: First. faith in the Lord Jesus Christ;
second, repentance; third, baptismi by
immersion for the remission ol our sins;
fourth, laying on of hands for the gfit of
the Holy Ghost.

5. We believe that a man .must be
called of God, by "prophecy, and by
the laying on ot hands,” by those who
are in authority, 10 preach the gospel
and administer in the ordinances there-
ol.

6. We believe in the same organiz
atlon that existed in the primitive church,

namely, apostles, prophets,
teachers, evangelists, etc.

7- We believe in 1he gift of tongues,
prophecy. revelations, visions, healing,
interpretation of tongues, etc,

8. We believe the Bible lo bethe
word of God, as faras it is translated
correctly: we also believe the Book of
Mormon to be the word of God.

We believe in all that God has re-
vealed, all that He does now reveal, and
we believe that He will yet reveal many
great and important things pertaining to
the Kingdom ol God.

10. We believe in the Jiteral gathey-
ing of lsrael and in the restoralion of
the Ten Tribes. That Zion will be built
upon this continent. That Christ will
reign personally upon the earth,and that
the earth will be renewed and recelve
its paradisical glory.

1. We claim the priviledge of
worshiping Almighty God according to
the dictates of our conscience, and allow
all men the same privilege,let them wor-
ship how, where or what they may.

12. We believe in being subject to
kings, presidents,rulers and magistrates,
:n obeying, honoring and sustaining the
a

pastors,

w.

13. We believe in being honest, true,
chaste, benevolent, virtuous, and in
doing good to all men; indeed, we may
say that we follow the admonition of
Paul. “We believe all things, we hope
all things:'’ we bave endured many
things and hope to be able to endure ail
things. If there is anything virtuous
lovely or of good report or praiseworthy,
we seek alter these things. —Joseph
Smith.

As | looked the above arlicle over I
said: 'l see, Mr. Woodrufl, you Mor-
mons believe in the Bible; why, vou are
almost Christians!'?

*“Why, bless my soul,” replied the old
man. ‘“‘We Christifans! Why, man, we
are the only true Christians. We believe
in the precepts ot the: Old and New
Testaments, and we try to practice what
we preach. We believe also that the
day ot revelation has not passed, and
that God still reveals himselfl to man.”

“But, President Woodruff, do all of
your people believe these things? Many
of the gentiles think that only ihe poor
and ignorant of the church actually have
faith in what you preach. Do you be-
lieve, and do the Elders of your church
believe? Are you honest in your belief?*”

The old gentleman Jooked at me a
moment and then replied: “Of course,
I believe. Do vou suppose we would
carry on a life of this kind if we did not
have implicit faith in its being the right
life, and that from God? Do you know
what a Mormoun engages to do when he
enters the Church? He agrees to teave
all at the command of the church, to
drop his business, his property and his
tamily, and to go wherever the church
directs him. Why, we send out every
year from goo to 1,000 missionaries to
all parts of the world. They leave al
and go where sent to preach the Gospel.
They take neither purse nor scrip with
them, and have only enough to sustain
them. Take my life.” I have been sixty-
four years a Mormon. [ have traveled
many lens of ithousands of miles. My
lite has been in danger. 1 have been
twice almost drowned. I have been
persecuted. What had I to gain by ail
this? Wnat have the young men who
are now going abroad to England, to
Germanv, to the islands of the sea to
gain by it?” F



