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when I1 arrived therethele john williamswilliams the
son of said levi williamswillians agedagea about 28 years
abosedeabusedeme for placing confidence in joseph
smith and the people of nauvoo he then took
me by the back of my neck and pushed me
away and said he would not have such stuff in
his house the second time he pushed me by
the neck and hisbis foot to inmy back he pushed
rneroe several times and bicketkicked me again when
in the street he kept kicking and pushing me
and abusing me with his tongue I1 am sixty
one years old I1 did not say anything0 to him to
cause this abuseabilee but it was all on account of
myray belbeibelievinglefing that joseph smith and the people
of nauvoo would do bothinnothing but what was ac-
cording 0cordingtto0 law t

ALVAH TIPPETS
subscribed andosworn to this

T S0 I1 dayaayay of june 1844 before me
AARON JOHNSON

v justice of the peace
I1 had sent orders to captain almonaimon W bab-

bitt commander of the company at ramus to
come immediately with his company to nau-
voovod and helpheip to defend the place and this
inmorning1 aning my brother in law william mcleary
informs me that when the letter was read to
the company babbitt refused to come and
eaidsaid etwasit was a foolish move and objected to any

i of the company coming the company nvwereeieere
marshaled into line when babbitt said if any
of you go0 not one will ever get to nauvoovaensaenalive when immediately my uncle john smith
stepped in front of the line and said every
man that goes at the call of the prophet shall
go and return safe and not a hair of his headbead
shshallshallieallbealibebe lost and I1 bless you in the name of
theth llordeLord 1

the company immediately threw the com-
mand on urlahuriah H yager who accepted of it
and started for nauvoo altaitalthoughhoughbough many of them
were destitute of boots or shoes the company
had not traveled five miles before they sudden-
ly came upon double their number of the mob
who had two red flags flflyingi and who had par-
aded their company anand takenta en a position in a
wood that commanded the road the com-
pany from macedonia opened file about 10 feet
apart and marched past them within rifle shot
while the mob fired several guns at them the
balls whizzing past their heads they came
here at daybreak this morning and I1 directed
the quarter masterblaster to furnish those who need-
ed with shoes

I wrote the following letter
nauvoo june 1844

brothers ballantyne slater
on information from you by J I1

would advise that your families remain where
they are and be quiet as the mob will not be
likely to disturb them but any amount of
wheat or provisions you may have you had
better remove without delay to nauvoo as it
will be better for you to bring it here and have
your pay than to leave it for the mob to con-
sume and destroy

I1 remain your brother in christ jesus
JOSEPH SMITH

ballantyne slater
doyles mills near plymouth 11IIIlii

I1 here insert the affidavit of john P greene
andaud john al bernhiselPernhisel
state of illinoiss
city of kauvN nauvoo01

county of hancockhancochha cockcoch y
on the day of june 1844 personally ap-

peared before me aaron johnson a justice of
the peace within and for said county john P
greene marshal of said city and john al
bernhisel and after being duly sworn depose
and say that a body of citizens inin a mass meet-
ingin convened on the dinst at carthage re-
solved to exterminate the latter day saints of
the said city of nauvoo and that for that ppur-
pose

ur
according to the purport of the vivwarsawarsaw

signal extra dated june 1844 bodies of
armedaimed men are coming from the state of0 mis-
souri and also from the territory of iowa and
that cannon and ammunition are being trans-
ported from the state of missouri to illinois
for the purpose of utterly exterminating the
latter day saints and your ammaffmantslants would
further state that these bodies of armed men1cannon arms and munitions ofor war are trans
portedarted in steam boats navigating the waters ofStheie united states and that the name of one of
thesethise boats is the die vernon

JOHNJOHNP P GREENE
JOHN 11 BERNHISEL

subscribed and sworn to before
TL- Sq me this goth day of june 1844

AARON JOHNSON J P 21

dr richards wrote the following
mayors office nauvoo

june 1844 S

dear general
yours of the of april was received at a

late date a multiplicity of business on account
of the peculiar state of affairs habhag prevented a
reply till now your views about the nomina-
tion of gen smith for the presidency are cor-
rect we will gain popularitylarity and eyextendtend influ-
ence but thiathis is not all we mean to elect him
and nothing shall be wanting on our part to
accomplish it and aby because we are
satisfied fully satisfied that this is the best
or only method of saving our free institutions
from a total overthrow

you vilviiwill11ll discover by this days extra nauvoo
neighbor and previous papers which I1 shall
forward with this that we are already being
surrounded by an armed mob and if we can
believe a hundredth part of thalthai stastatementstemen ta
wee have no alternative but to fight or die all
the horrors of Misnismissourisouris murders are crowding
thick upon us and the citizens of thisthia county
declare in mass meetings no peate till tiitthe mor
cloas are utterly from the earth
and for what

A band of thieves counterfeitcounterfeitersers bogus
mpmakerskers gamblers debaucheesdebau chees murderersmurders andaud

all vile established a printing press inin
this citcity for the purpose of carrying on all their
hellish plans and overthrowing every principle
of righteousness and after publishing one num-
ber called the nauvoo expositor filled on
every column with lies and libel the most dark
and damnable it were possible for men or de-
mons to invent on the earth or in the shades of

calculated to destroy every chartered
right to our peaceful city and constitutional
principles to our nation being destitute of
every vestige of truth and without one redeem-
ing quality either in the paper or the characters
of its publishers

the city council on the loth dinst ordered
the press and fixtures to be abated as a nui-
sance which orderorderIvaswas executeexecuteddbyby the proper
authorities without delay without noise tu-
mult or confusion

the proprietors immediately evacuated their
houses and the city and the night following
fired one or more of their buildings just as they
did in missouri thinking to raise thehe hue and
cry that mormonscormons had done it and by that
means bring a mob on us without a moments
delay but our vigilant police discovered the
fire and abated that also

chagrined at their disappointment and drunk
with madness they next went to carthage the
county sealandseatbeat and head quarters of
and swore that joseph and about seventeen
others had committed a riot and sent a war-
rant for their apprehension they offered to
go before any magistrate in the vicinity and
answer to the charge the officer would not con-
sent but would take them to carthage they
had threatened their lives at carthage and did
notdot consider it safe to go thither and prayed
out a writ of habeas corpus from the municipal
court and were set free

this only enraged the mob the more and
another writ was issued byaby a county inmagistrateag istrate
in the vicinity not a mormon before whom
they were brought and every exertion made to
convict them but the magistrate discharged
them

this does not satisfy them they are deter-
mined to have jo smith brought before them-
selves for trial at the head quartersquartera of

swearing that all they want is to getgot
him out of the city and they will shoot the
damned rascal 2

cannon ammunition and men are passing
over the mississippi from missouri to illinois
and teethe mob is collected by hundreds at differ-
ent points in the county sweswearingaring everlasting
vengeance and when their oaths and writs will
end god knows

we have sent messengers to the governor
but had no returns and shall dispatch messages
to the proPrupresidentident of the united states next
boat

if the virtuous part of the community the
state the nation willivill come to the rescue of
innocence and the rights our fathers bled to
purchase that our peace and happiness may
bebe secured to us in common mith others it is
all we ask batbut if they will not and the mob
goes on we say a dishonorable life is worse
than an honorable death and we are readyreaddy for
the onset and we call upon all patriots far
and near to lend a helping hand to put down
the mob and restore peace i

if this is not done immediately and the mob
attempts to execute otheir threats you may
soon havedave the opportunity of beholding that
glorious vision in the westwese you have eoso sub-
limely contemplated in your letter

I1 write you at this time at the request of the
prophet and I1 invite you to come to our assist-
ance with as many volunteers as you can bring
and if the mob cannot be dispersed and the
government will not espouse our righteous
cause you may soon very soon behold the
second birth of our nations freedom for to live
without the free exercise of thought and the
privilege of worshippingworshipping god according to the
dictates of our consciences we will notot we
will die rather and go where the wicked cease
to troubletroubie but we firmly believe there are vir-
tuous men and patriots enough yet left to sus-
tain thosethoss principles which alone are worth
living for will you come

here is oregon here is california where
Isis your ambition patriotism your separate
and independent empire if you eitsit calmly
still and see the most virtuous and noble peo-
ple that ever trod upon the footstool of jehovah
ground to powder by a miscreant mob and not
stretch forth your potent arm for their defence
inin all the majesty of a god if you do not
your turn may come next and where will it
cease

let the first blow iebe struck uponunon us from
this hour and the fiefield11I1 is open foefoifor every honest
patriot from the east to the west sea and from
the river mississippi to the ends of the earth

general will you stand neutral come and
you will know for yourself

I1 close in haste with good wishes to your
self and family

IV RICHARDS 21

gen J A bennett
arlington house iffX Y

I1 wrote to those offifthethe twelve apostles who
are absent on missions to come home immedi-
ately viz brigham young boston heber C
kimballelmEimballbail washington orson hyde philadel-
phiahlahia parley P pratt new york oroon pratt
washington wilford woodruff portage NY
william smith philadelphia george A smith
peterboroPeterboro john E page pittsburgh and
lymandyman wight baltimore also to amasa
lyman cincinnati 0 and george miller
richmond madison co kykv I1 sent the letters
by express by aaron 31 york to the illinois
niverriver on account of the stoppage of the mails

at 8 pm thomas bullock came and read
to me the affidavits of isaac morley gardner
snow john edmiston edmond durfeedindiu teefee solo-
mon hancock allenalien T waitewalte james guymon
Obadiali bowendowen alvah Tiptippetts hiranihiram B

mountblount and john cunningham with the affaaffi
ants and afterwards the affidavits were all
sworn to before aaron johnson esquire 4

ten pm john pike and henry gatesgati went
to the quarters of the major general and in-
formed him they had seen a number of men
driving about head of cattle in the direc-
tion of the mob camp the drovers reported
themselves as having come from missouri and
were about nine miles from nauvoo

i I1 gave directions to theodore turley to com-
mence the manufacture of artillery he asked
me if he should not rent a building and set
some men to repairing the small arms which
were out of order I1 told him in confidence that
there would not be a gun fired on our part dur-

i ining this fussI1I1 extract the following from a letter from IL
D foster dated c carthage june 1

to john proctor seneen nauvoo
we havellave a hundred barrels of flour here for

the folks and nauvoo has no means to live
only from the country and that is cut off sure
there are thousands of armed men ready now
and thousands more coming from missouri
and the country around tetellteilll11 johnsohn to blebiesleep0 in
the barn and take care of fire and robbery andnn

all my things there as I1 shall be home soon
tell amos davis to keep his eyes open aaas we
learn that consecration law willstonwill soon com-
mence on him thisthib we know and he had better
look out sharp let him read this sheet tell
norton gibbs and all my boys that I1 should be
glad to see them a minute but I1 cannot come
they must be patient and faithful and I1 will be
there and reward every man according to hisbis
desert and I1 wont forget the perjured villains
there either 2

I1 advised my brother hyrum to take hishig
family on the nextnest steamboat and go to cincin-
nati hyrumH rum replied caojosephjodeph I1 cant leave
youyoua 1 whereupon I1 cadaidsaidd toethaehtthee company pre-
sent 111I wish I1 could get hyrum gutcut of the
ivawaywaxashwillso that he marmay live to avenge my blood
and I1 willwiil stay with you and see it out

friday 21 about 10 am I1 roderoie out with
my guard up mainalain street past the major gen-
erals quarters and reviewed the legion I1
re to headheadquartersquarters about 21 pm having
met col elam S freeman endead mr bartlet
who came as express from the governor who
had arrived at carthage this morning and they
delivered me the following letter

head quarters carthage
june 1844

to the hon thathe mayor and common
council of the city of Natinauvoo

gentlemenGentlement having heard of the excite
mentent in this part of the country and judging
that my presence here might be necessary to
papreservedeserve the peace and enforce the laws I1 ar-
rived at this place this morning both before
and since my arrival complaints of a grave
character have been made to me of certain
proceedings of your honorable body As chief
magistrate it is my duty to see that impartial
justice shall be done uninfluenced either by
the excitement here or in your city

I1 think before any decisive measure shall be
adopted that I1 ought to bear the allegations
and defences of all parties by adopting this
course I1 have some hope that the evils of war
may be averted and at any rate I1 will be en-
abled by it to understand the true merits of the
present difficulties and shape myny course with
referenceref to law andaad justice

for these reasons I1 have to request that you i

will send out to me atht this place one or more
well informed and discreet persons who will
be capable of laying before me your version of
the matter and of receiving from me such ex-
planationsplanations and resolutions as may babe determin-
ed on

col elamElamiam S freeman will present you this
note in the character of a herald from the gov
arnor you will respect his character as such
and permit him to pass and repass free from
molestation

your messengers are assured of protection inirk
person and property and will be returned to
you in safety

I1 am gentlemen with high consideration
most respectfully

your obedient servant
THOMAS FORD

governor and commander in chief
I1 immediately notified the city council to

meet in session at 4 pm about 11 am a
rumor was circulated at gen dunhamsDunhamshama head
quarters that joseph H jackson was seen at
davidson hibberds he ordered out a posse
to arrest him which went accordingly but re-
turned without success

at 4 pmemimetImet with the city council when
the affidavits of0 the follfoilfollowingowingi persons were
read viz isaac morley gardner snow john
edmiston edward durfee solomon hancock
william gardner john G lofton alienallen T
waite james guymongudmon obadiah bowen alvah
tippetts hiram 13 mount john CunningCunninghilumliumsicurn
cyrus canfield gilbert belknap ansbe call
david evans william E horner stephen
markham thomas G wilson johnsohnJohnPP greene
john M bernhisel truman gillett jr carlos
11W lyon and H T huhhughuginsgins when dr J al
bernhisel councilor john taylor and dr
willard richards were appointead bythebitheby the coun-
cil to return with the express to the governor
at carthage and carry said affidavits with the
following letter

nauvoo june 1844
sir thetha affidavits and hand bills herewith

connected are submitted for your Eexcellences
consideration

respectfully I1 have the honor to be
your obedient servant

JOSEPH SMITH
thomas ford governor of illinois

Carcarthagethae 11 5
taylor andaka bernhisel went accord-

ingly iutlutbut dr richards tarried to prepare ad-
ditionalditional d cuzcumontcuM ent

thetil following affidavit was taken
nauvoo june 1844

state of illinois fCountyof hancockcycity of nauvoo
personally appeared john P greene before

me willard richards recorder of said city
andand after being duly sworn deposeth and saith
that on or about the day of may 1844
while at hamiltons tavern in carthage coun-
ty aforesaid in company with joseph smith
aand others robert D foster called deponent
mitaintha a private room and there and then said
for gods sake dont sufferbuffer that man joseph
smith to go out of doors for iiif he steps out-
side of the door hisbis blood will be sspiltsplitit toahadwhich statement deponent replied he hadbad no
such fears when said foster confirmed
statements with considerable emotion and said
he knew that smith could not go out of doorsboora
but hia blood would be spilt I1

deponent asked foster who would do it
foster said he would not tell but he knew the
proud spirit of jackson that he would not be
insulted and that he would kill joseph smith
if he hadbad to die on the spot ahadand there were
many others in carthage who would assist to
do the same thing joseph H jackson was in
the housebouse below at that time

A day or two previous to the above conver-
sation while at carthage aforesaid deponent
heard joseph 11 jackson say that josejosephhk

smith was the damndestdamnedestdamn dest rascal in the world
and behe would be damned if he did not take ven-
geance on him if he had to follow him to the
rocky mountains and said jackson mado
many more such like threats against0 josephjosephs
smith and hyrum smith

JOHN P GREENE
A sworn and subscribed this

T 0 day of june 1844 before meLLKS
e WILLARD RICHARDS

recorder ef the city of nauvoo
andaudand as this affidavit confirms what was told

me inin carthage I1 made the following affida-
vit

june 1844
state cfof illiillinois01 i

county othof hancockock i

city of nauvoo
personally aappearedp eared joseph smith before

me willard richardsads recorder of the city of
nauvoo and after being duly sworn deposeth
and saith that while at hamiltons tavern at
carthage in the county aforesaid on or about
the day of may 1844 whither deponent
had gone to transact business in the circuit
court of the county aforesaid charles A fos-
ter took deponent into a private room and told
dedeponentanent there was a conspiracy against the
lifeilfee of ddeponenteponent and that deponent had not
better go out of doors if he did his blood would
be shed fosterposter said he was deponents friend
and did notInot wantvant to sea bloodshed

JOSEPH SMITH
r A sworn and subscribed this

c day of junesune 1844 before meineL SiI1 S WILLARD RICHARDS
recorder of the city of nauvoo 5

I1 instructed my clerks willard richards
william clayton thomas bullock and john
mcewan to prepare all necessary papers and
affidavits ready to be sent to the governor to-
morrow morning

joseph jaaksonjackson made the two following aff-
idavits
cstatastate of illinois

city of nauvoo y
on the day of june 1844 came before

me W W phelps clerk of the aidAldmayors courtcourtwcourty
joseph jackson and after being duly sworn
deposeth aniand saith that on tuesday the lith
dinst behe was in nauvoo when francis M hig-
bee while speakspeakingin g of the destruction of thothe
printing press said he was very sorry for the
proprietors had set up that press for the des-
tructiontruction of the city and that he meant to kill
joseph smith and hyrum smith and he saith

i no further
JOSEPH JACKSON

subscribed and sworn to before me this
day of junjunee 1844

I1 IV IV PHELPS clerk MC 1

state of illinois
city of nauvoo S
on the day of june came beformbefore

me W IV phelps clerk of the mayors court
for said city joseph jackson and after beingbeine
duly sworn dapdeposeth and saith that on the th
layday of june dinst at hisbis residence near pilot
grove in the afternoon about twenty four per-
sons fired about twenty six gunsguns at him and
that the ballsballi whistled close by his head thus
this of which john mckay wasivas one 1 fired
about one hundred guns but not all at your
affiant and that this mob was very noisy
cirling and swearing that they would killkiltcunedevery damned mormon and he says no fur-
thertherr JOSEPH JACKSON

subscribed and sworn to before me this
day of june 1844

IV IV PHELPS clericiericlerk M C 2

atA 7 pm james emmett went by order of
the sergeant of the guard at the stone househousa
to the ramajormajor general and reported the crew of
the I maidmald of iowa for firing five guns con-
trary to orders which were that any firing of
guns wasiras an alarm

after the news had reached the city of thothegovernors arrival at carthage an express was
sent to keokukto stop an elpiexpressess which I1 had
sent to the governor at springfield before I1
had learned of his arrival at carthage

an officer of the united states argyarlyarmy havinbavinhaving
arrested a deserter came to nauvoo arid staid
abrayat my house all night

col brewer and I1ladyady arrived at the mansion
about 90 pm also james W woods E samy
attorney from burlington

at 10 pm private minoralinor gave infor-
mation that as he was passing an hour since
about two culeamiles outdut of the city to hisbig home heh


