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souiesoule carolina Secsecessionessio convention

THIRD DAY

on callincallingt the roll it was ascertained that
members were present A prayer was

made by rev dr curtis
the president submitted a letter from A

huger postmaster of charleston offering a
messenger to facilitate the delivery of the mail
matter from the members of the convention

the president also read a letter from hon
john A elmore commissioner for alabama
inclosing a telegraphic dispatch from gover-
nor moore dated blmontgomery dec 17 it
was as follows
to HONhox sohnJOHN A elmore tellten thehe con-

vention to listen to no proposition for compro-
mise or delay 21

this dispatch was greeted with loud alap
and subsequently was referred fa the

committee to prepare an address to fhethe people
of the southern states

mr keittkitt has tendered hislis resignation to
Gbgovernorvernor pickens

the committee on commerce and postal ar
rangelLents was increased to 13

the convention adoptadoptedd a resolution that a
committee in relation to the slavesiaveslaveholdingholdedholding0states of north america be appointed

the third resoldresolutiontion of the committee on
commercial relations and postal arrangements
was taken up

mr almccreadyIc Cready said we only propose to
mamakeie a change forthe people while in a tran-
sition state we must take special care of
the postal arrangements our legislature now
has no power we are the power let us
pass it subject to their revision and altera-
tion you are not to break upon arrangements
which are necessary to the convenience otof our
citizens and those of other states I1 think
the convention Is bound to make arrange
merits with the potpoat office department
the mailsmalls can be carried as usual and we will
phypikpay the condrac ors

mr dunkin addressed the convention in re
lation to the postal arrangements of the state

mr gregg we can dissolve ourou unionrunion with
the united Statstatesegandand make arrangements for
a continuance of the mail serserviceberviceticevice

mrnii adams this debate is out of order
mr gregg the minister to the united

stathi will have the matter in charge
thetoe amendment of addingpostalpostal arranarrange-

ments
e

11 for the consideration of the
tedtee on commerce was adopted

the fourth resolution was then adopted
the special order the second resolution re-

lative to the secession portion of the message
of the president of the united states was
taken up

speeches were made by magrath
miles blemmingermemminger and others mr miles
said I1 have not the least idea that the pres-
ident of the united states will send reenre en
forcements here in a conversation and sub-
sequently in a written communication I1 know
this to have been said to him if you send a
solitary soldier to those ffortsorts the instant the
intelligence reachesreached our people and we will
take carecareinit does reach us in good season
the foltsforts will be taken because they are ne-
cessary to our self preservation mr miles
spoke about the repairs to fort sumptersumSuropter and
mentioned the cause of the resignation of sec
detary were
only sixty five renwithmen with five or
captain anderson is needful of ilehe
miles felt the necessity of being vatchwatchfulratchfulfui

lest afewafew persons from charleston should sur-
prise

r
the fort in a night let us waitwaita a while

aaas all the repairs will be to our advantage
the blank in the resolution appointing this

commitcommittedtei was on momotionllontion of mr harlee filled
with thirteen

tilethe resolutionregorekolution was then adopted
I1mrir detrevilleDe introduced a resolution foror

a committee of safety transferred for a spe-
cial order for tomorrowto morrow

mr memminger introduced a resolution
which was adopted for the appointment of a
committee of seven members to draft a sum-
marymarcro statement of the causescauses justajustifying south
cricarolinainalna in withdrawing from the union lieife
said at another time we can present to the
whole world the causes justifyingjustify in south car-
olina leaving the union he desidebidesired it so that
it would dispel the idea that south carolina
is in ai state of revolution we are aa a state
already recognized by the world in order to
set ourselves right before the world it is ex-
pedient to show our true position

mr dunkin offered a resolution that a com-
mittee

cormcorn
be appointed to inquire and report

what measures temporary or permanent can
be adopted in reference to custom house and
postal arrangements in consequence of the
withdrawal of south carolina from the union

several important resolutions were referred
to the appropriate committees one provided
for the appointment of a commissioner to each
of the slaveholding states bearing a copy of
the ordinance of secession a second for the
appointment of three commissiocommissionersnere to lyashwash
ington a third for the appointment of five

commissioners to meet commissioners from
other slaveholding states

FOURTHyourth DAY

DEC 20 prayer was offered the roll call-
edI1 and the journal read I1

ake chair announced the appointment of the
committee to draft a summary of the cause of
the secession of south carolina also of four
standing committeescommitteesteeg

mr resolution to appappointointaa commit-
tee of thirteen for the purpose of providing for
a convention of the cedingsecedingse states and to
form a constitution was adopted

mrair inglis made a report from the commit-
tee to prepare andaad dratt an ordinance proper
to be adopted by the convention
AN ORDINANCE to dissolve the union between

the statestale of south carolina and other
states unitunitededwithwith her under the compact
entitled the constitution of the united
states of america
we the people of the state of south caro-

lina in convention assembled do declare and
ordain and it is hereby declared and ordained
that the ordinance adopted by us in conven-
tion antheon the day of may in the year of our
lodalord 1788 whereby the constitution of the
united states of america was ratified and
also all acts andarid parts of acts of the general
assembly of this state ratifying amendments
of the saidbaid constitution are hereby repealed
and that the union now subsisting between
south carolina and other states under the
name of the united statestates of americaamericansis here-
by dissolved

the ordinance waswag taken up and passed by
a unanimous vote of members at 15 min-
utes past 1

As soon as its passage was known without
the doorsdoors of the convention it rapidly spread
on the street a crowd collected and there was
immense checheeringeringi

mralf miles moved that the clerk telegraph
to the members at washington carried
unanimously I1

I1

mr desaussure moved that the ordinance
be engrossed on parchment under the direc-
tion of the attorney general and signed by
the president and members this evening at in-
stitute hall and that it be placed in the ar-
chives of the state

1half past 6 was agreed upon as the
hour to proceed to institute hallhali forthe pur-
pose of signing it

at pm the convention took a recess
to meet at institute hall at 6461 for the
purpose of signing the ordinance

FIFTH DAY
DEC 21 prayer was ofofferedwred ininvoking0gods blessing on the newbornnew born confederacy
mr rhett reported from the committee ap-

pointed to prepare an address to the southern
peoplepeopleopie mrdir rhett read the report on the re-
quest off the president

after being read mr pope moved that an
address be not reported until final action was
taken

mr carncam moved that it be printed and made
the special order for tomorrowto morrow at I1
which was carried unanimously

mr wardlaw from the committee appoint-
ed to prepare an oath of office for the fourth
article of the south carolina coconstitution re-
ported as follows

all personspersona who shall be elecie 1 or appoint-
ed to any office of profit or trust before enter-
ingI1 into the execution thereof shall takebeginesbesides special oaths not repugnant to this
constitution prescribed by the general assem-
blyly the following oath

I1 do solebolesolemnlymalyraly swear or affirm that I1 will
bear faithful and true aallegiancelegiancetoto south car-
olina so longiong as I1 may continue a citizen
thereof and that I1 am duly qualified accord-
ing to the constitution of this state to exer-
cise the office to which I1 have been appointed
and will to the best of my ability bischandischarge11 e
the duty of theofficethe office and preserve protect
and defend thathe constitution of this state so
help me god

mr wardlaw moved its adoption
A debate ensued on inserting high before

office and omitting it at the end of state
the ordinance was adopted unanimously
on motion of ex governor adams the con-

vention went into secret session
three ballots were taken for commissioner

to washington ex senator R W barnwell I1
ex speaker james L orr and ex governor
J 11 adams were chosen

SIXTH DAY

DEC 22 several reports werewere received and
referred

mr Magramagrathtb from the committeecommittee on such
portions of the presidents message as refers
to the property of the united states in the
limits of south carolina said that he preferred
making his reportre in secret session thekleconcon-
vention then went into secret session and
continued so for two hours it is reported
that aa very animated discussion took place on
the report

mr C D melton appointedtd prepare the
credentials for the joint cOmmiscommissionBionblon to wash

ingtoningon was sworn to keep the strictest secre-
cy inin regard to them the accredited papers
were delivered to the commissioners todayto day
who go to washington with full powers
the commissioners took a secretary with them
who was allowed ten dollars a day and his
traveling expenses

the convention adjourned to monday
SEVENTH DAY

DEC 24 after prayer a resolution was
adopted inviting governor perry of0 florida
thenthea in the city to a seat on the floor of the
convention

mr magrath introduced an ordinance that
the judges of the courts take cognizance injil
cases in admiralty and maritime jurisdiction
for all offences as under the laws of the uni-
ted states hereafterbe referred to the com-
mittee on a constitution with judge magrath
added

mr Rhett moved to take up the address to
thetheoplepeople of the southern states as prepared
by thee committee it was taken up and sev-
eral amendments proposed

the declaration of causes which justifyll stif the
secessionsecession of south carolina flom t 11e fefederaleral
union was made a special order the whole
address received innumerable alterations af-ter a lengthy and not generalgenerallyy interesting de-
bate the conventionconvent lonfon took a recess tilldil 7
oyclockcloch

eyenEVENINGing SESSISESSIONox I1mrirr bilblidrinkin moved to
take up the special orderorderitit being the ortiaordi-
nance to provide for a continuacontinuancenceuce of commer-
cial affairs he moved for a secret session
which was carried

EIGHTH DAY
DEC 25 after prayer the president read

a communication from governor perry of
florida returning thanks for the invitation to
a seat illin the convention and giving assuran-
ces that his state will certainly follow the ex-
ample of south carolina

mr finley offered a resolution that copies
of the ordinance of secession adopted by the
convention with the declaration of immediate
causes which have induced and justified the
secession of carolina from the federal union
and the addresses of the people of south car-
olina in convention assembled to the slave
boding states of the united states be trans-
mitted by the governor of the state to the gov-
ernors of the slaveholding states for the inin-
formation of their respective legislatures or
conventions where conventions of the people
have been called in any of the slaveholding
states several amendments were offered one
of which was that the documents should be
transmitted to ailall the states upon which a
spirited disdiscussionaclusclus lonion aroarosearosaseisel bbutt the amendments
were rejected and the original resolution was
adadopted0 ted

loteTthe convention then went into secret ses-
sion in reference to the customs

NINTH DAY
DEC 26 A prayer was offered up asking

the protection otof god over a southern confed-
eracy i I1

mr spainn offered a resolution that afiethe gov
ernor bbe rerequestedquested to communicate to the con-
vention in secret session any information he
possesses in reference to the condition offeffortsorts
moultrie and sumpter and castle pinckney
the number of to each the number of
workmen abdand kind of labor employed the
number of soldiers in each and what addi-
tions if any havehave been made since the
instant also wwhetherth er any assurance has been
givenen that the forts will notriot be reinforced and
if isoso to what extent also what pol cecc or
otherot er regulationsreulations have been made iif any in
reference to the defences of the harbor of
charleston the coast and the state laid on
the table for consideration in secret session

mr brown offered a resolution that allalt cit-
izenseizens of the united statstates domiciled within
this state on the adadoptionopt ionlon of the ordinance of
secession on decdecembere in ber 20 1860 be and the
same are hereby declared citizens of south
carolina entitled coallto allail the privilegesprivilege andsand sub-
ject to all the liabilities incident thereto

A lengthy discussion arose but no action
on the resolution is reported to have been
taken

mr rhett offered an ordinance providing for
the holding of a convention of the slavehold-
ingin0 states of the united states for the purpose
of framingframin a constitution and forming a south-
ern confederacy it provides as follows

first that the conventions of the seedingseceding
slaveholding states of the united states unite
with south carolina and hold a convention at
montgomery Aalaaiaa for the of forformingformierimiri
a southern confederacy

second that the said seceding states ap-
point by their respective conventions or legis-
latures as many delegates as they have repre-
sentativessenta tives in the present congress of the uni-
ted states to the baidsaid convention to be held
at montgomery and that on the adoption of
the constitutionconstAution orof the southern confederacy
the vote shall be by states

thirdthirdy that whenever the formsforma of the
constitution shall be agreed upon by the said

thothe sameame shall bebc submitted att an

early a day as practicable to the convention
and legislature0 of each state respectivelyrespects ely so
as to enable them to ratify or reject the said
constitution

fourth that in the opinion of south car-
olina the constitution of the united states
will form a suitable basis for thetthe confederacy
of the southern states withdrawingwithdraw ing

afiffifthtb that the south carolina convention
appoint by ballot eight delegates to represent
south carolina in the convention for the for-
mation of a southern confederacy

lastly thathai one commissioner in each
state be elected to call the attention of the
people to this ordinance

the convention then went into secret ses-
sion and passed the following ordinance
which was immediately made public the ob-
ligation of secrecy havingt been withdrawn
AN ORDINANCE to make provisional arrange-

ments for the continuance of the commer-
cial facilities of south carolina
whereas it is due to our late confederates

in the political union known as the united
states of A merica as also the citizens of south
carolina enengagedaged in commerce that no abrabruptaptJ

or sudden changecange be made in the rate of du-
tiesdiesonon importsimport intosinto the state and whereas
it isis not desired by this state to secure advan-
tages in trade to her own ports above those of
any of the slaveholding states her late con-
federates in the said union and whereas thisthia
orliordinancenance for considerations indicated is do-
s

de-
s

de-
signeds d totobebe provisional mermerelyely therefore

1 IVwe ththee people of south carolina in con-
ventionbention assembled do declare ordain and it
is hereby declared and ordalordainedned

first that all citizens oa0 this state who
at the date of the ordinance of secession were
holding office connected with the customs un-
der the general government of the unitedcited
states within the limits of south carolina
be and they are hereby appointed to hold un-
der the government of this state exclusively
without any further connection whatever with
the federal government of the united states
the same offices they now fill until otherwise
directed and that they receive the same pay
and emoluments for their services

second that until this convention or gen-
eral assembly shall otherwise provide shall
appoint to all vacancies which may occur iuia
buchsuch offices

third that until it is otherwise provided
by this convention or the general assembly
tilehe revenue collection and navigation laws of
the united states so far as may be practica-
ble be and they are adopted and made laws
of this state saving that no duties shall be
collected upon imports from the states form-
ingin the late federfederalal union known as the uni-
tedte d states of america nor upon the tonnagetonna e
of vessels owned in whole or in ppartart by taethe
citizens of said states ssavingvin aandnd exexceptinghepting
the act of congress adopted onorf the third day
of march 1857 entitled an act authorizing
theth ededeposit of the papers of foreign vesselstewith the consuls of their respective nations
which said act iais hereby declared to be of no
force within thehe limits of this state

fourth all vessels built in south Carocarolinalinal
or elsewhere and owned to the amount of one
third by a citizen or citizens of south caro
lina or any of the slaveholdingslavesiave bolding common-
wealths of north america and commanded
by citizens thereof and no other shall be re-
gisteredgistered aaas vessels of south carolina under
the authority of the collector and naval off-
icer I1

fifth all official acts of the officers afore
stid in which it is usual and proper to set
forth thetho authority under which they act or
style of documents issued by those or any of
them be in thenamaethe name of the state of south
carolina

sixth all moneys hereafter collected by
anyaily officers aforesaid shall after deducting
the sums necessary tortoi the compensation of
the officers andant other expenses be paid into
the treasury of the state of south carolina
for the use of said state subject to the orderorot this convention or of the general assembly

ttseventh the officers aforesaid shall retain
in weirnerr bands all property of thetile united
gatej in their possession custody or control

tu i hethe disposal of thetile state who will
accounta count tor thethetha same upon a final settlement
with wevie government of thete united states

doneione a such day of december
bediyeu orof ourp lordioniI oniont IWOllo

signed0
D F

president
attest B Fr A clerk

TENTH DAY
DEC 27 nieibe president announced the rea-

son why yesterdays ordinance was riot prin-
ted in the journal

mrbir middleton here moved that the conven-
tion go into secret immediately

mr detreville tried to get in a resolution
declaring that the governor of south carolina
be authorized and requested to take possession
of fort moultrie when he was interrupted byba
the demand that the motion to go Into secret
kessloffBes baihad the precedence


