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South Carolina Secession Convention.

THIRD DAY,

On calling the roll it was ascertained that
160 members were present. A prayer was
made by Rev. Dr. Curtis.

The President submitted a letter from A.
Huger, postmaster of Charleston, offering a

messenger to facilitate the delivery of the mail |

matter from the members of the convention.
The President also read a letter from Hon.
John A. Elmore, commissioner for Alabama,

inclosing a telegraphic dispatch from Gover- |

nor Moore, dated Montgomery, Dec. 17. It
was as follows:
“To Hoxn. Jou~ A. Ermore:—Tell the con-
vention to listen to no proposition for compro-
mise or delay.”

This dispatch was greeted with loud ap-
plause, and subsequently was referred to the
committee to prepare an address to the people
af the southern States. A

Mr. Keitt has tendered his resignation to
Governor Pickens.

The committee on commerce and postal ar-
rangemwents was increased to 13,

‘The convention adopted a resolution that a
committee in relation to the slave-holding
Btates of North America, be appointed.

The third resolution of ‘the committee on
eommercial relations and postal arrangements
was taken up,

Mr. MecCready said: We only propose to
make a change for the people, while in a tran- |
sition state. We must take special care of
the postal arrangements. Our legislature now
has no power. We are the power. Let us
pass it, subject to their revision and altera-
tion. Youarenottobreak upon arrangements
which are necessary tothe convenience ot our
citizens and those of other States. 1 think
the convention is bound to make arrange-
ments with the post office department.—
The mails can be carried as usual, and we will
pay the contrac:ors.

Mr. Dunkin addressed the convention in re-

lation to the postal arre ngements of the State. |

Mr. Gregg—We can dissolve ourunion with |
the United States,and make arrangements for
a continuance of the mail service,

Mr. Adams—This debate is out of order,

Mr. Gregg
Btates will have the matter in charge.

The amendment of adding “postal arrange-
ments,’”? for the consideration of the commit-
tee on commerce, was adopted.

The fourth resolution was then adopted.

—The Minister to the United |

commissioners to meet commissioners from
other slaveholding States.

FOURTH DAY,

Dec. 20.—Prayer was offered, the roll call-
ed, and the journal read.

Tke Chair announced the appointment of the
committee to draft a summary of the cause of
the secession of South Carolina; also of four
' standing committees.
. Mr. Rhett’s resolution to appoint a commit-
tee of thirteen for the purpose of providing for
a convention of the seceding States, and to
form a constitution, was adopted.

Mr. Inglis made a report from the commit-
 tee to prepare and draft an ordinance proper
| to be adopted by the convention.

AN Orpinaxce to dissolve the union between
the State of South Carolina, and other
States upited with her under the compact
entitled the Constitution of the United
States of America.

We, the people of the State of Sou'h Caro-
lina, in convention assembled, do declare and
ordain, and it is hereby declared and ordained,
that the ordinance adopted by us, in conven-
tion, onthe 23d day of May in the year of our
' Lord, 1788, whereby the Counstitution of the
United States of ‘America was ratified, and”
also all acts and parts of aets of the General
Assembly of this State ratifying amendments
of the said Constitution, are hereby repealed,
and that the union now subsisting between
South Carolina and other States, under the
name of the United States of America,is here-
by disselved.

The ordinance was taken up and paseed by

'a unanimous vote of 160 members at 15 min-
' utes past 1 o’clock.

As soon as its passage was known without

 the doors of the Convention, it rapidly spread

on the street, a ecrowd collected, and there was
immense cheering.

Mr. Miles moved that the clerk telegraph
to the members at Washington. Carried
unanimously.

Mr. Desaussure moved that the ordinance
' be engrossed on parchment. under the direc-
tion of the Attorney-Geuneral, and signed by
‘the President and members this evening at In-
stitute Hall, and thbat it be placed in the ar-
chives of the State,

Hdalf-past 6 o’clock was agresd upon as the
hour to proceed to Institute Hall for the pur-
pose of signing it. !

At 3:40 p.m., the Convention took a recess,
to meet at Institute Hall at 64 o’clock, for the
purpose of signing the ordinance.

The special order, the second resolution, re-
lative to the secegsion portion of the message

of the President of the United States, was|

taken up,

Speeches were made by Messrs. Magrath,
Miles, Memminger, and others.
said: I have not the least idea that the Pres-
ident of the United States will send re-en-
forcements here. In a conversation, and sub-
sequently in a written communication, I know
this to have been said to him: “If you send a
solitary soldier to those forts, the iustant the
intelligence reaches our people—and we will
take care it does reach us in good season—
the forts will be taken, because they are ne-
cegsary to our self-preservation. Mr. Miles
spoke about the repairs to Fort Sumpter, and
meutioned the cause of the resignation of Sec-
retary Cass. At Fort Moultrie, there were
only sixty-five men, with five or sigffiusicians.
Captain Anderson is neegful of ps. He
(Miles) felt the necessity of being watchful,
lest afew persons from Charleston should sur-
prise the fortin anight. Let us wait a while,
as all the repairs will be to our advantage,

The blank in the resolution appointing this
committee was, on movion of Mr, Harlee, filled
with thirteen.

1he resolution was then adopted.

Mr. Detroville introduced a resolution for
a committee of safety. Transferred for aspe-
cial order for to-morrow,

Mr, Memminger introduced a resolution,
which was adopted, for the appointment of a
committiee of seven members, to draft a sum-
mary statement of the causes justifying South
Carolina in withdrawing from the Union. He
said at apother time we can present to the
whole world the causes justifying South Car-
olina leaving the Union. He desired it so that
it would dispel the idea that South Carolina
is in a state of revolution, We are, as a State,
already recognized by the world. In order to
set ourselves right before the world, it is ex-
pedient to show our true position.

Mr. Dunkin effered a resolution that a eom-
mittee be appointed fo inquire and report
what measures, temporary or permanent, can
be adopted, in reference to custom house and
postal arrangements, in consequence of the
withdrawal of South Carolina from the Union.

Several important resolutions were referred
to the appropriate committees. One provided
for the appointment of a commissioner to each
of the slaveholding States, bearing a copy of
the ordinance of secession, a second for the
appointment of three commissionere to Wash .
lugton; a third for the appointment of five

r

Mr. Miles |

FIFTH DAY.

Deec. 21.—Prayer was offered, invoking
God’s blessing on the new-born confederacy.

Mr. Rhett reported from the committee ap-
pointed to prepare an address to thie southern
people. Mr. Rhett read the report on the re-
quest of the President,

After being read, Mr. Pope moved that an
address be not reported until final action was
taken.

Mr. Carn moved that it be printed and made
the special order for to-morrow at 1 o’clock,
which was carried ynanimously.

Mr. Wardlaw, from the committee appoint-
ed to prepare an oath of office for the fourth
article of the South Carolina Constitution, re-
ported as follows:

All persons who shall be electel or appoint-
ed to any office of profit or trust, before enter-
ing into the execution therecf, shall take,
besides special oaths not repugnant to this
Constitution prescribed by the General Assem-
aly, the following oath:

I do solemly swear Enr affirm) that I will
bear faithful and true allegiance to South Car-
olina, so long as I may continue a citizen
thereof, and that I am duly qualified, accord-
ing to the Constitution of this State, to exer-
cise the office to which I have been appointed,
and will, to the best of my ability, discharge
the duty of the office, and preserve, protect,
and defend the Constitution of this State, so
belp me God.”

Mr. Wardlaw moved its adoption.

A debate ensued on inserting “high?’ before
“office,” and omitting it at the end of ““State.”
The ordinance was adopted unanimously.

On motion of ex-Governor Adams, the con-
vention went into secret session.

Three ballots were taken for commissioner
to Washington, Ex-Senator R. W. Barnwell,
ex-Speaker James L. Orr, and ex-Governor
J. H. Adams were chosen.

BIXTH DAY.

Dec. 22.—Severalreports were received and
referred.

Mr. Magrath, from the committee on such
portions of the President’s message as refers
to the property of the United States in the
limits of South Carolina, said that he Preferred
making his reportin secret session. The con-
vention then went inte secret session, and
continued so for two hours. It is reported
that a very animated dlscussion took place on
the report.

Mr. C. D. Melton, appointed to prepare the
credentials for the joint commission to Wash-

‘adopted, inviting Governor Perry, of Florida,

'the judges of the courts take cognizance in

|

|
|

S

s

ject to all theliabilities incident thereto.

—-

ington, was sworn fo keep the strictest secre-
cy in regard to them. The accredited papers
were delivered to the commissioners to-day,
who go to Washington with full powers.—
The commissionerstook a secretary with them
who was allowed ten dollars a day and his
traveling expenses.
The convention adjourned to Monday.

SEVENTH DAY.
Dec. 24.—After prayer, a resolution was

&

early a day as practicable, to the convention
and legislature of each State, respectively, so
as to enable them to ratify or reject the said
Constitution,

Fourth, That, in the opinion of South Car-
olina, the Constitution of the United States
will form a suitable basis for the confederacy
of the southern States withdrawing.

Fifth, That the South Carolina convention
appoint by ballot eight delegates to represent
South Carolina in the convention for the for-
mation of a southern confederacy,

Lastly, Tha. one Commissioner in each
State be elected to call the attention of the
people to this ordinance,

The convention then went into secret ses-
'sion, and passed the following ordinance,
which was immediately made public, the ob-
ligation of secrecy having been withdrawn.

AN OrpivaNcE to make proyisional arrange-
ments for the continuance of the commer-
cial facilities of South Carolina.

Whereas, It is due to our late confederates
in the political union, known as the United
States of America, as alsothe citizens of South
Carolina engaged incommerce, that no abrupt
or sudden change be made in the rate of du-
Af- tieson imports into the State; and whereas,
. de- | it is not desired by this State to secure advan-
bate, the convention took a recess till 7 tagesin trade to her own ports above those of
o’clock. ‘any of the slaveholding States, her late con-

EveENING SessioN.—Mr. Dunkin moved to federates in the said Union; and whereas, this
take up the special order, it being the ordi- | ordinance, for considerations indicated, is de-
nance to provide for a continuaunce of commer- signed to be provisional merely; therefore,
cial affairs, He moved for a sccrel session,| We, the people of South Carolina, in con-
which was carried. vention assembled, do declare, ordain, and it

EIGHTH DAY. is hereby declared and ordained—

Dec. 25.—After prayer, the President read| % 1Fst, That all citizens of this State, who,
a_communication from Governor Perry, of at the date of the ordinance of secession, were

Florida, returning thanks for the invitation to Eﬂldﬁg office connected with the customs, un-
a seat in the convention, and giving assuran- ;rtt . EEE’:‘T&I government of the 'United
ces that his State will certainly follow the ex- bm e ﬂ”t in the limits of South Carolina,
ample of South Carolina. e and they are hereby appointed to bold, un-~

Mr. Finley offéted’ & resclution. that covies der the government of this _Sl&te exclusively,
of the Drdi,,gme of ' gecession adc;pted bg,rpthe without any further conuection whatever with

convention, with the declaration of immediate :ﬂ: Egﬁmiﬁlﬁf""ﬂfﬁmem of fﬂm Upitedhﬁtatpg,
causes which have induced and justified the *directeda 21 d“ﬁl ti}l; now fiil, Ul:‘i:l otherwise
secession of Carolina frem the federal Union, S Emnriur:lentsaf : t‘;}-"’ JOCRIVE. 08 SRMe X
a?d the addrﬂas? of the pﬁplﬂ of fouth Car- Second, That ut?til t;; 3;;:‘-:;&“ b
hoding States of the United States, be trans. | 12 assembly, shall otherwise provide, shall
mitted by the governor of the State tothe gov- appoint to all vacancies which may oceur in

ernors of the slaveholding States, for the in- such ptﬁﬂea. e .
formation of their respeglive legi?slaturea, or Third, That until it is otherwise provided

conventions where counventions of the people EI :Em;gm'ﬂl‘lti“;‘. or t]:f FE“?“". assembly,
have been Jcalled in any of the slaveholding thz Uf:fte dESE;g t éction fan uav.gag;mn 13-";’? of
Séatis‘. hSeveratlhaTe&:tmsntu weret nﬂ;redl,dnge ! ble, be, and Lthee;’af: aa:]l::: ;fe:fgd Enll:;*.a:l ;c‘i:
of which was, tha e documents should be by .

transmitted to all the States, upon which, a ,ﬂf this State, saving that no duties shall be

o . : ilected upon imports from the States form-
gpirited discussion arose; but the amendments | =° Y P :
were rejected, and the ﬂriginal resolution was | & [PE late federal ,Unjﬂﬂ: known as the Uni-
adopted. ted States of America, nor upon the tonnage

The convention then went into secret ses- | °f Yessels owned in whole or 'in part, by the
sion, in reference to the customs. citizens of said States, saving and excepting
’ eani® ;umﬂ the act of Congress adopted on the third day

of Mareh, 1857, entitled “an act authorizing
Dec. 26.—A prayer was offered up asking

: a) the deposit of the paEera of foreign vessels
the protection of God over a Southern confed- | with the consuls of their respective nations,
eracy. which said act is hereby declared to be of no

Mr. Spain offered a resolution that the gov-

farge within the limits of this State.
erunor ba_reque&ted to comnmunicate to the con-| Fourth, All vessels built in South Carolina,
vention in secret session any information he

* ' or elsewhere, and owned to the amount of one
ossesses 1n reference to the condition of forts

: third by a citizen or citizens of South Caro
oultrie, and Sumpter and Castle Pinckney,

lina, or any of the slaveholding common-
the number of guns to each, the number of  wealths of North America, and commanded
workmen and kind of labor employed, the

_ _ by citizens thereof, and no other shall be re-
number of soldiers in each, and what addi- |gistered as vessels of South Carolina; under
tions, if any, have been made since the 20th

. the anthority of the collector and naval offi-
instant; also whether any assurance has been

CET.
given that the forts will not bereinforced, and | Fifth, All official acts of the officers afore-
if so, to what extent; also what pol ce or

8$2id, in which it is usual and proper to set
other regulations bave been made, if any, in |forth the avthority under which they act, or
reference to the defences of the harbor of |style of decuments issued by those or any of
Charleston, the coast and the State. Laid on [tbem, be in the name of the State of South
the table for consideration in secret session. |Carolina,

Mr. Brown offered a resolution that all cit-| Sixth, All moneys hereafter collected by
izens of the United States domiciled within|any officers aforesaid, shall, after deducting
this State, on the adoption of the ordinance of |the sims uecessary for the compensation of
secession on December 20, 1860, be, and the |the officers and other expenses, be paid into
same are hereby declared citizens of South |ihe treasury of the State of South Carolina,
Carolina, entitled toall the privilegesand sub- | for the use of said State. subject to the order
ar this convention or of the general assembly.
- ®eventh, The officers aforesaid shall retain
W tueirr bands all property of the United
States in their possession, eustody or control,
stibjeet to the disposal of the State, who will
iccount for the same upon a final settlement
wilh the government of the United States.

“one an Uhatleston, 20ch day of December,
yeai of our Lord, 13uy,

then in the city, to a seat on the floor of the
convention, J

Mr. Magrath introduced an ordinance, that

cases in admiralty and maritime jurisdiction
for all offences, as under the laws of the Uni-
ted States, herealter. Referred to the com-
mdll.’itT on a Constitution, with Judge Magrath
added.

Mr. Rhett moved to take up the address to
the Eeuple of the southern States, as prepared
by the committee. It was taken up, and sev-
eral amendments proposed.

The declaration of causes which justify the
secession of South Carolina fiom the Federal
Union, was made a special order. The whole
addressreceived innumerable alterations.
ter a lengthy and not generally interesting

A lengthy discussion arose, but no action
on the resolution is reported to have been
taken.

Mr. Rhett offered an ordinance providing for
the holding of a convention of the slavehold-
ing States of the United States for the purpose
of framing a constitution and forming a south-
ern confederaey, It provides as follows:

First, That the conventions of the seceding 4
:Iglvehu?lding States of the United States unite (Signed) D. F. .I—lm}ff,g:;:ie“t
with South Carolina and hold a convention at Attest, B. F. Arruun, Clerk,

Montgomery, Ala.,for the purpuse of forming
a southern confederacy.

Second, That the said seceding States ap-
point by their respective conventions or legis-
latures as many delegates as they have repre-
sentatives in the present Congress of the Uni-
ted States, to the said convention, to be held
at Montgomery, and that on the adoption of
the constitution of the southern counfederacy
the vote shall be by States.

Third, That whenever the forms of the
Constitution shall be agreed upon by the said

conventiep, the same shall be submitied, at an

TENTH DAY.

Dec. 27.—The President announced the rea-
gon why yesterday’s ordinance was net prin-
ted in the journal,

Mr Middleton here moved that the conven-
tion go into secret sessioa immediately,

Mr. DeTreville tried to get in a resolution
declaring that the Governor of South Carolina
be authorized and requested to take possession
of fort Moultrie, when he was interrupted by
the demand that the motion to go into seeret
sesgion had the precedence,




