NO. 16.

HAPPY MOHAMMEDAN,

tipglygamy! Yes, 1 Enow that ia
the fArst thivg sawl when 1 speak of
Iplamism,’ 8sld Mr. Alexander Ruas-
sel]l Wol:b, wilo has come to this coun-
try to make us all good Mobam medane.

tcput a plurality of wives i8 by no
means 2 necessarypart of the teachings
of the prophet. lodeed, outof the1000
Mobammedang of whom I asked the
questiou; ‘How mavy wives bave you??
the answet was invariably, *Why, only
1 could oot love more than one

one.
woman. Besldes, | am afr.id they
woulu guarrel.’

ssf thick L met at least 5000

Mohammedansin [odia who had only
one wife, A passage lo the Korgn
sgays: ‘It you can love equally more
tbban one wile, uld treal each one with
equal justice, then you M.y huve mare
thao one. If ¥uu have auy doubis as
to whether you ¢an love them equally,
then mar ry but one.’

«Tne atilctly conscisntious foll,wer
of the prophet iuds this pasraze con-
glderable of & stumbling-block, since
very few meh can love equally two
women. The Koran limits the number
of wives Lo Jlour, aud more than that js
directly againsl the teachings of
Mobammed. A horlem is in reality for-

bidden.

4 ia woman has no soul,’ has been
suld of Mghammedan leaching. This
ju entirely falay. o the contrary,
Mohsmmed cousidered & woman
man’s superior, apiritually., She must
never be forced 1o be a uread-winoer.
Man must toil to care for her, She is
muant tv be his cbampion, o make his
bhome comtortable, to ve the mother of
his cbiluren, aad to perform those
duties fur which she 18 phyelcaliy
fitled.

A pomeless Mohammeadan woman
js an impossiblity. I Dever paw a
woman besging iuthe sireet uuring
ull my residence smong them; nordid
[ see one éarujug ber own hviug io »
public way.””

*“How, then, do they manage???

$tThey areall marcied.??

¢ But the lutl-overs, auchas the ugly,
jtl-furmed or crippieu?

“Qh, if they arfe very undesirable,
jiudeed, they are Luken into svme nome
Lo help witn the bousebold duties—thut
18, 1f they have Do male relative to care
for them. Famiiy iles sn.J obligations
sre very straog. It would bea deep
disgrace for & wan 10 silow his broin-
4r'’s wife or Jaughter to be without a
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home. He must ¢care for lhem always,
unlees some one elde ofters to scare the
burden with him.

““Suppose I had my deceased broth-
er’s tamily on my hauds, woary ilkely
spme wealthy Mobammedan would
come to me aud say, ‘I wisb to help
you., Let your brotber’s wife or
daughter’—or perbaps batb—*gome to
me 88 wives.’

“I'nese women would have in the
eyes of the law all the financial ad.
vantages of his wives, while in other
ways they mizht simply be wives in
osme, a8 he might prefer lo remain

aitbful to the one wife whom he
loved. Buch cases are of frequent
ogeurrence. These women would be

inmates of his home, with rights ot
dower, and would be always well
cared for, But s . American could not
do that witbout scaudai.”?

“What do you mean by ‘rights of
dower???

““Before the Mohanmedan woman
i8 marriei ner prospective husband
must gettle upon her a dowry, which
i8 hers unconditionally, it he cannot
give u dswry 1o his wife, then be
canuot be marrled. He must show
that he s ableto support a wife. Bhe

owns her- property in ber own right-

and it Gan never ve touched for ner
busband’s debts.

“[ tell you » Mohammedan woman
{8 much better protecied in money
matters thano aAD Amerlcan wWomun.
3ne does mot have to submit to tne
oruial state of aflairs which obtainy in
0 mauy tawmilies, where a8 wife never
has vne peuny soe can call her own,

“The marriage i8 never a religious
veremony, but i8 cimply a civil con-
Lfaci, apy 040 be sut aside ilke any
o her ¢ivil crutract. Buch a thing as
u Ulvorce suit, with ilsattendanl svan-
dal, 18 yever knowan there.

“if g wife la a scold or a tyrant, or
oltherwlise undesirable, she i8 prompily
returned to her parents or male rela-
tive, This is spl Lo make a womau
behave nerself, and 00l allemps the
lsagihe to which she sometimes goes
in ihis country, where she tbinks,
‘Woll, now, [’ve gt bim, and I can
4o u8 [ plvase; he will Dol waut Lo
submit to Lite 3 :andal of & divoree.?

I know plenty of men why would
give their heads to bs rid of their
wives, who know that they are fly .-
rautly untaithful to then, anl wu,
yeot puffer in silence rather tnan incur
the pewspaper gousiip und sCaudai
which would be sure tv come with a
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divores. Then, too, why sbould peo-
plelive cat aud dos Llivas, wnen sspar-
ation means peacs? 1 much prefer the
Moslem way of setiling these things.*?

StRgt how aboul the womeu., Qau
they get rin of an undesirable nuspand
us easily? "

““Certainly, They have only tuv go
10 their adearest male relativeand luy
the case before him. He gres to the
busband and eays. ‘My aleceis ug-
happy in Your house, and does not
wish to stay.” ‘Very well,’says the
husoand, ‘I do not wish to keep her,
then. Take her home whenever you
olease.” And so tbe affair is ended
quleily and decently. 'Toe woman,
however, keeps the do :ry which has
veen given her, and will probabiy be
m ;re fortupnate in bher next married
eXperience,

“‘T'nis does not occur very often, be-
ca 8¢ such women are not ac senti-
mental, and have not such exazger-
alel idess of love as they have bere,
They fiod occupation for their minds
in reading, music, embroidery, the
care of their children and homes.

“A Mobammedan was never known
to atrike his wire. His conduct toward
her {s generally respectiul, kind and
consideratle, and he never gumes home.
irunk, A Myohsmmeds  kpows not
(he laste of walisky, wine or bear,
excoept where he has been guaverted
oy a Christian miseiouary and become
coutaminatled by his assoclation wltn
the Enczlish,

HE NEVER TELLS SHADY S3TORIES.

“The wmarriage relution is to him
42 nething saered, aod his wirv’y name
wust oever be meationed among other
men. He can never regard a man’s
aUlUUrs as io any case a subject for
lau rhter, sud suCh a thiog as a
anady” story told aming msa is
unkaown.

“Wuoea he wishss L marry, his
triends go to the friend+of the woman
and arrauge all the preliminaries. He
15 theu psrmitted to ses bis inteadwd
vride onee berore the cece nsay. It
the meellng is uot matually satisfag-
tory, e.ther the niau or the woman
may withdraw frnn the ojatract.”?

“Dy you beliave 1 possible for pro-
gressive, mo lera, American womsen Lo
beguine govd Mohammedans???

“Certainiy. You musi: remember
that the idea ol isolatlon in harems
aces not reslly belong Lo the teaghings
of the Koran. 1tis a partof the Pur-
4ah system and ts an Indian custom.

“Moha umed enjoined upsn women



