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dates. I remember when 1883 was
cothing in, [ heard oo ail eides that
there was something remarkable
coanected with that year. 1 fuliy
endorse what Eider Thatcher said
yesterday upon this point—thnt 1890
has been as important a4 year as we
haveever witnessed. AndI believe
it wlil be so with every year. Ido
pot think it is wise for us to fix our
minds too much upon any year as
bringing to pass some very wonder-
ful things. Perhaps it wiltbeso. 1
do not question that; for every jear
comes to us freighted with great aud
wonderful changes. 1t is not one
year nlone; but all the years be-
tween us and lhe coming of our
Lord will be big with'evenlz. They
will be erowded with stupendous
occurrences God has thus spoken.
Judgmeuts will be poured out upon
the inhabitants ot tho earth, and
will increase uutil the Lord Himself
shall come.

I took occasion to have the ger-
mon that Brother Joseph preached
hunted up, and 1 will read n little
from it to show you what he said
upon this very sulject. nnod to show
¥ou also that we peed not expeet
that 1891 will bring any such thiog
a8 the coming of the Liord. 1t was
sald yesterday that nv mau linow-
eth the day oor the hour. This i
true. But I wilitell you what men
can know. They enn know thatsuch
and such a time ja not Lhe time.
Men ean prophesy that 1891 is nol
the year. Although they cannot
tell you the day nor the hour, they
cnn teil you that He will not vome
this year or next year, arcording to
the words of God nlready glven.
There are severn) reveiatious which
speak plaiuly upon this point, allu-
slou to some of which was made
yeoslerday by the brethren who
‘spoke. There are o great many
events to take place that have not
yet occurred; and the Bavior will
not come until they do take place.
Be assured of this, and ba not con-
cerned 1n your minds and agitated
on these matters, because it is easy
to underatand that there are many
things yet to be fulfilled before that
grangd and glorious event will come.
Yet, as he has toid us, He will
come a8 a thief in the night. He
will come when the inhabitanis of
the earth are unprepared for him.

Josepo eaid:

“I was once praying earnestly upon
this subject [that is, eoneerning the
-eoning of the Son of Man} and a voice
eaid unto me, *My son, if thou livest
until thou art 83 vears of age. ihou
shalt seo Lthe face of the Son of Man.'**

This wns what the voice said to
Joseph:

It thoulivest until thou avt 85 vears
of age thon shalt ses the face of the
Bon of Man.”

He continues:

9T was left to deaw my own eotolu-
slons concerning this, and I took the
liberty of; coneluding that If T did live
to that time He would make His ap-
{)earance. Rut I do not say whether

e will make His appearance, o I
shall go where He is. I prophesy in
the name of the Lord God, and let it
be written, the Son of Mau will not
some in the clouds of heaven ¢t [ nin
85, ¥ears old !

| beneath, and the snon turned into
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Now, at the time Joseph made |
this prophecy, Mitler, of the Miller-
ites, was making predictions nbout
the comiog of the Son of Map— |
about the years 1842-3-4. In theso
years, 23 you who have been kept
informed will doubtless know, there
was gieat exciternent throughout the
United Btates about the coming of
the Sou of Man, and Joseph prophe-
sied that He would not come for the
next forty years.

He goes on and says:

“The coming "of "thei Son "of Man |
never will be, nover caa he, till the
judgmeonts spoken of for thisdiour are
poured oul, which jndgments are
commenced. Iiis not the design of
the Almighly to come upon the earth
and crush it and grind it to powder;
but He will reveal it to His servauts,
the Propbets. Judah mast return.
Jerusalenm must be rebuilt, and the|
Temple, and water eome outfrom un- |
der Lue Temple, and the waters of the
Deoad-Sea be healed. It will takesome
time to build the walls of the city and
‘lemple, ote., and afl this mnst be
done’ before the Son of DMan will
make His appearance. There will
be wars and rutnor of wars, signg in
the hoavens above and on the carth

darkness, and the moon to blood;
earthquakes in divers places, the snas
heaving themselves beyond their
bounds. Then will appear the grand
sign of the Son of Man in heaven.
But what will the world suy? They
will gay it is a plauet, & comet, eto.
But the Son of Man will eomne at the
sign of the coming of the Son of Man,
whieh will be as the light of the morn-
g coming out of the east.’’

Now, the Prophet explains this in
counectiou with his statement as to
what the voice had said to him.
He did not assert that Jesus would
come in the elouds of hibaven even
iif he lived to be eighty-five; but he
was told that he should see IIim.
.and he gualified it, so that there
need be uno misapprehension upon
‘this sutject.

I might read to you many revela-
tions in this Book of Doctrioe and
Covenants (having the book in his
hand) upon the same subject, iu
;whieh the Lord plainly saysthat cer-
tain things shall take place. Al-
lusion was made yesterday to some
of them.

“‘And again, [verily I say,unto you
that the Son of Man cometh not inthe
form of a woman, neither of a man
traveling on theearth. Wherofore be
not deceived, but continue in stead-
{astness, looking forth for the heavens
to beshaken and the carth to tremble
and reel to and fro as a dranken man.
and for the valleys to be exalted, and
for the mountains to bs made low,
and for the roagh plares to become
smooth; and all this when the angel
shall sound his trumpet. But befors
the groat day of the Lord shall ¢cime,
Jacob shall flourish in the wilderness,
and the Lamanites shall blossom ax
the roso; Zion shall flourish uwpon the
bills and rejoice upon the mountains,
and shall be agsembled unto the place
which I baveappointed.’

Theso are the words of God con-
cetping Lhe coming of the Son of

Man. These revelations give uuto | P

us with great clearness the signs
that shall precede His coming.
Therefore, do noft let us get un-

settled Jo our minds. I feelit im-
portant that thie Conference ghould

—

not separate without having it
clearly stnted to you that you need
not look {or the coming of the Son
of Man either this year or next.
Mough we cannot prophesy tho
day or the ltyur, we eau pruopheay
sotae things concerning His coming,
that is, that will lake place before
His coming. {od has tot left us i
doubt upon these points. If you
have time, read the 29th section of
the Book of Doctrine and Cove-
nants, and the 456th section, and the
38th section. Tuerefore, Latter-day
Saints, go ahead and perform your
dutica earefully, consistently, and
witll a determinalion to do thnt
which God requires at your hands.
Do ot look for eome grent cataelysmy
to oceur, which wlill show all the
world that this i3 the Iingdom of
God. Perhnps such a thing wiit
ogeur; bubt I will tell you what I
bave observed during my life—that
God wotks in natura! ways. Hig
purposts come around seemingly
perfectly naturai--so natural that
the world cannnt sce the haud of
God in them. It requires faith ahy
the Spirit of God to show these
things.

I remember my thooghts aud
idens when in my boyhood. Bein
familiar with tlie revelation which
God had given concerning the Clvjl
War, I thought to mpysell, now
wlien that occurs Lhis .natioa wil]
be convinced that Joseplh 18 g
prophet, beeause the revelation was
sv plain. 1t stated where the war
should commence and-other par-
ticulars coneerning it, aud ut the
time the whole unation was con-
gratulating itself upon its peace,
and the probability of war was ep-
tertained by no one. The ideu that
there would be A war wag ridiculed.
How wonderfully that revelation
wag fulfilled! But how many per-
sons have becn converted Ly the
strict fuliilment of that propheey?
[ do not know of one. My cou-
clusion is that God works in thig
way among tho childien of men
and they will continze to harden
their bearts against all the ewvi-
dences of the divinity of this
worl;, notwilhstanding the econ-
fionued fulfilment of the propheetes

of the Elders of this Church,
The inhabitauts of the earth nre

oot converted by the fulfilment of
tae prophecies, because they come
along so maturally. Here we have
cyclones, and all these things that
are evidenres of the last days, and
who ftrouble themselves about 1?
Why they tell us that it isby means
of the telegraph and the fagility
with which news travels that we
learn more of these things. They
nlways were and always will be,
they eay, nud this iz no evidence
that theseava the last days; for when
was there o time when there were
no wars, or accidents, or when we
did not have whirlwinds, and tem-
pests, and earfhquakes? This is the
way in which the Elders arc met
when they speak about there things.”
Therefore, Latter-day Saints, let us
ut otir trust in God and, waiting
the fulfilment of His promises. look
forward with the eye of faith to
their fulfilnient, that” wo may re-
juice in them when L'hey are {l_x'[q
filled. Amen,



