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would be lost for ever if utah were to
receive her political rights

the action of the conference has had
a good effect in counteracting the vile
work of the commissioners yet the

P falsehoods to which they have given

4-
0

their official sanction have been re-

ceived as though they were told by the
S commission and therefore entitled to

weighty consideration and it takes
much longer to remove a false imbres

sionIOB than to create it time and
patience will be required to give truth
the

the annexed paragraph tois taken
from the new york sun

the mormonscormons in conference assem-
bled point out a number of lieshea in the
report of the federal corncommissionmission on the
condition of their church the Mmoror
mons must not be impatient the com-
missionersmiselonersners will report nothing but what
they were sent there to report the com-
missionersners know what is expected of
them and will not flinch though they
should hovehave to tell twice as many more

4 lies to support the first lot if it would be
any satisfaction to the mormonscormonsMor mons the
commissionerscommissioner will cheerfully swear to
both

the sun is rather severe on the com-

mission and a little more severe on the
authorities that sent it to utah the
philadelphia bulletin discusses the
matter in a gentler vein here is what
it says on the subject

an issue of fact has arisen between
the utah commarcommissionsion and the mormon
church the latter at its conference in
salt lake on tuesday emphatically de-

nied the assertions of the commission
that the church dominates its membersembersin
in political matters and that polypolygamousgarn ous
marriages are t till celebrated beasserreassertingting
that polypolygamygamy is no longer taught and
that its practice as18 strictly forbidden
this is the declaration given to the world
it would be valuable to know whet er it
Is also given in the sarriesame form to the
membershipor whether they are secretly
instructed to disregard it and adhere to
the old doctrine itif the former it consti-
tutes a radical change in mormon tenets
and plagesplaces that church on the same
footing as other churches in the united
states a strictly a religious body with
which the state has no concern the
mormon church as a church has asan
much right to an unmolested existence
n this country as any other church
has it is only when it upholds
and practices polygamy that it comes
in conflict with the lawand the law must
oe enforced if it has in fact as well as
in word renounced polygamy its quar-
rel with the united states is ended but
the assertions of Commcommissionlabion are
not yet disproved

it tois only by such misleading state-
ments asaa those repeated by the utah
Commiesson that aniany doubt tola raised
asaa to the declaration of the church tinin
regard to future plural marriages
everybody here who knows anything
of the facts except a few untruth-
ful persons who have an interest
in keeping up the hue and cry
siagainst the saints concede the point
that there tois no attempt at double
dealing and that it would be impossible
to talk one thing to the public and

carry on another thing in secret in
these times and under existing circum
stances even if there were any dispo-
sition to do soao which there is not

we would remind the bulletin that
the assertions of the commission which
it says have not been disproved have
not been in anyway substantiated and
would it not be more proper fair and
consistent to require the commission
to prove its charges than to expect
those who are accused to disprove
them the commission in an under-
hand and sneaking way give voice to
anonymous chargeschargep the mormon
leaders and people emphatically deny
them what more tola needed until
the commissioners shall give us the
evidence it is they who are under the
challenge and upon them lies the
burden of proof our contemporaries
should make a note of this and notdot ex-

pect the mormonscormonsMormons to prove a
negative

ANOTHER EASTERN complicationN

A FEW days ago it was announced
that the leading european powers
with one exception had decided to
withdraw their representatives from
china this action was taken because
the chinese government failed to af-

ford foreigners within teatthat country
adequate protection this practical
protest against the violent outrages
perpetrated upon white people inID
china was to be expected but the
peculiar part of the situation was the
exception the government which
declined to combine with the other
powers in taking this step was that of
russia yet the natives of that country
were as much subjected to violence
frowfrom chinese mobs as those of any other
nation the czar evidently had a
subtle purpose in holding aloof from
the demonstration against the govern-
ment of china the evident obobjecteject
now comes to light

it will jebe observed by a dispatchilis patch
which appears in this issue that
through the representations of the
british government china has become
alarmed on account of the russian
military movements in the
district which is on the west border of
the chinese empire the minister of
the latter to russia has been requested
to proceed to st petersburgburg and obtain

assurances regarding the designs of
these military petitionsexpeditionsex

there can be no doubt that the czar
anticipated the alarm now felt by
china and asanas an offset prepared himself
to give assurances of friendship
forthefor the chinese government a strong
point in that direction being his ability
to refer to the fact that he hadbad declined
to combine with the other powers in

the vawithdrawal of representatives
the czar hasbaa been paving the way forfojt
an understanding with china in the
hope perhaps that it might ripen into
an alliance

on the other hand great britain tste
arousing china to a bensensebe of alarmI1 rm bbe
cause of muscovite movements on the
chinese border england may wawell
be on the alert seeing that afghan terri-
tory hasaccording to trustworthy infor-
mation been also violated by the pmbus
sianelan military expeditions which have
occupied the tawtable land an a basedbase

one thing is clear in connection with S1

thehe russian encroachmentsencroach ments of the iffat
few months that the affairs of abit 1

empire are being manipulated by sub
tletie and able strategists and dip lomage A

it tois somewhat remarkable that thothe
british government does not make J

cocounterlinter demonstration in the directdirectionlop
of asae it did at over the
affair of the dardanellesDardanelles if lora
beaconsfieldBeacons field were alive and at the 1

head of tha administration it is fairly
certain that action would have been Z t
taken before now lord salisbury
belongs to the same school of statstatesmeneeme va s1sa

i

as beaconsfieldBeacons field and was one of the 3
batterslat stalwart and capable a 1I
but he is less prompt he probably
hesitates because otof a recent russian
threat voiced through a semiofficialsemi official
source to the effect that interinterferenceferenc
with the expeditions wowouldd rre-
sult in the opening of hostilahostilitiesalep
doubtless england hesitates in begin
ningding a war of which the wigwisestest menman
art unable to seethesee the end after it shall
commence

A STORMY PERIOD A

THE last two months have been
characterized by storms at sea of gregreat
violence especially ouon the atlanticAtlantlomany vessels have been lost and otheramothr
injured even the boceanocean greye
hounds 21 which have heretofore been
wonderfully exempt from danger have
been barely able to hold their own
against howlingbowling winds and raging
numbers of the crews and passepassenger
of some of the beat of them having been ikilledbilled or maimed

A notable condition connected with
this stormy period is that with the ex
caption of the brief time when equi

gales prprevailovail it hasbag covered ft
portion of the season when it is genei
ally calm and serene on the sea the
war of elements began in august andadd
has continued with brief
to date

the tremendous winds have not asa
a rule been ordinary hurricanes but
have been mostly cff a cyclonic charac-
ter the action of such currents has
the effect of throwing the waves up 16


