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mencing the sixty-seventh an-
nulanl i:%t:lercnce of the Church, we have
Zreat reason to be thankful to the Lord
for (he favor that He has shown unto
us, and for the prospects that we have
<concerning the growth of His work.
There is everything to encourage us as
a pegple. There is every reason to be-
lieye that the Lordis with us, and that
He looks with favor upon Zion, 1 think
it is scarcely too much to say that the
work of God was never in a more pros-
Perous condition. in many respects, than
it is at present. From all paris ol.lhe
world, where the Elders are laboring,
Zood reports come of their success.
From the imperiect statistics that we
have (and we are trying to improve these
all the time), we learn that upwards of
ten thousand souls have been added to
the Chorch during the year. In the
United States the work has gone for
ward with considerable raoidity. It is
¢lajmed that in the Southern States
alone there have been more souls added
to the Church than in all the European
missions. But Elder Anthon H. Lun_d.
who has recently returned from presid-
ing over the European mission, wil not
admt that the Eiders have been more
successful in the Southern States than
they have in Europe; for, propor
tion to the number of Elders engaged in
the minislry, they have baptized more to
the Elder in Europe than in the United
States. | mention this because it is
worthy of mention, and shows that the
Elders in Europs are industrious and
sticcessful also. Before the close of the
Present year it is expected that in the
Southern States 150 Sundav schools will
be organized; there are nearly 100 al-
ready in operation, and by means . of
these a great work is being done, and
many are being indoctrinated with the
principles of the Gospel.

The Eastern States mlssion. as re.
poried by Elder Samuel W Richard_s.
who has just returned, is a very promis-
ing mission, and the probability is (hat
many souls will be added to the Chun_:h
there during this coming season A dis-
position is manifested on the part ot a

Teat many to investigate, and the ery
rom that wission, as from ali the mlis
sions, is, ‘*We want more help. Send
us more Elders. We cannot fill the calls
that we have for Elders.” Brother
Richards has been laboring iq that mis-
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sion now for upwards of two years, and |
has; been quite successful in gaining
access to the public prints, getting our
views published in newspapers, and in
removing prejudice jfrom the minds of
public men. Brother Alonzo P. Kesler
has been sent totake the place ol
Brother Richards.

Brother Lewis A. Kelsch is laboring as |
president of the Northern States mis-
sion. Brother Elias S. Kimball is still |
lahoring in the Southern States mission.
Brother Ephraim Nye is laboring in
Calitornia; and ali these Elders and their
co-laborers are performing their duties
with great success.

Elder Andrew Kimball is about to be
succecded by Elder William T. Jack in
the presidency of the Indian Teérritory
mission, which is also rapidly increasing.
In Colorado, Eider John W, Taylor and
his associates have, within the last few
months, opened the Gospel in a number
of towns and cities in that state with
gratitying prospects for siccess. Elder
B. H. Roberts and a few cther Elders
have been visiting mznv of the large
cities of the East and hoiding meetings
therein that have attracted widespread
attention Nearer home, Elders
Golden Kimball, Henry W. Naisbitt and
others have been laboring in Idaho.
S5till other brethren have been minister-
ing in Montana. In both of thesa and
the neichboring states there appears to
be a’ bright prospect for doing good,
many scatlered Saints, who at ciflerent
time have wandered oft irom the main
body ot the Church,being found in these
regions, many of whom are anxious to
renew their fellowship with God's
people. .

There is tbis noticeable feature at the
present time In the preaching of tne
Gospel all through the various mussions:
it is the taith ol the Elders to travel
without purse and srcip. There has
been a time when the faith of the Elders
did not appear to be sufficient to enable
thew to travel in this manner, and some
have said that misslonary labors would
have to cease in some parts if the Elders
had to depend upon the people to sus-
tain them; but from all the missions
where the E{ders have pursued this plan
of traveling without purse and scrip,
they have reporied that the Lord has
blessed them as never belore, and there
is a disposition on the part of the peopi-
to entertain them and to supply their
wants, The lette)s that come trom the
Elders are exceedingly enconraging.
They show the faith of the Elders, and
also the power of God moving upon the
hearts oFlhe people. In Great Britain
and on the continent of Europe the El
ders are Siruggling to do this, O
course, in some countries it is an exceed-
ingty difficult thing, because of the fear

there is of soclalism, anarchism and
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nihilism; and if a man be found in some
places without money in his pocket he
is in danger of being putin prison as a
vagabond. Hence, in those countries
great care bas to be taken that the El-
ders do not expose themselves to im-
prisonment. Still the spirit in the Ei=
ders is to carry out the word of the Lord
in regard to traveling without purse and
scrip.

In Europe the work is progressing,
particularly in northern Sweden, where
a great many converts are bzing made,
and also ia Holland. The Saints who
live in this city, no doubt, heard the re-.
port of Elder G. S. Speucer, who re-
turned a few weeks ago from pgesiding
over the Netherlands mission 1 sup-
pose that in that mission there are more
people being added to the Church than
in any of the European countries, and
the Eders feel exceedingly encouraged
in their labors and believe there is a
great work to be done in that land.

In Germany the Elders are laboring
with zea! and with a large degree of sug-
cess, and leadiog men are more disposed
to investigate the principles of the Gos-
pel than they have heretofore been in-
clined to do. There is also a disposition
in Berlin and other cities to grant larger
liberty. The potlice are not so rigid and
so disposed to interfere with the meet-
ings; in fact, where they have attended
the meetings, as they have done in soms=
instances to get an idea of the nature of
our teaclings, théy have been almost
converted,—at least, their prejudices
have been, 1o a great extent, removed.
At the city of Breslau, the police com-
missioner ltas granted to the Eiders per-
fect liberty to preach. So it may be
said wherever the Elders have gone the
Lord has opened their wiy aod has
raised up fricads to them and has blessed
them in their labors.

From Turkey we have deamed it wize
to withdraw the Elders for the time be-
ing, o consequence of the Armenian
troubles, it being thougbt that it was
dangerous for our brethren to bz there
when there was rioting and so many
collisions between the Turks and the
Armenians.

Looking. therefore, at all ths field
—the Pol(imesian Islands, the United
States and Europe—there is 1eason to
be thankful to God tor the blessings that
He bas vouchsaled to us, for the soften-
ing of the hearts of the people, and tor
the pouring out of His haly spirit upon
them to promptithem to sesk to under-
stand the principles of the Gospel.
Everyone who 15 at all acquainted with
our history for the past few years can
see the great change that has been
wrought out in this direction. how won-
derfully the Lord has operated, the large
liberty He has brouzht to His p:ople,
the removal ol prejudice .and- of. that
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