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I presume we all understand that
the spirit of the Lord is in the con-
gre zation of the Saints, 1If wedo
not understand it, and if there is
any one that does not realize the ne-
cessity of enjoying it, it would be a
good thing perhap3s for them to getl
up here for a while, When a per-
son is called upon fto address a con-
%regahiﬂn and notices the upturned

aces before him, waiting, wishing,
very likely praying, for the blessing-
whieh they particularly desire, I

F

vary in degree, it may vary in char-
acter according to the necessities of
the cise, according to the intelli-
gence of individuals. The mother
who guides the destiny of a family
and endows'it with all the comforts
of domestic and =ocial life finds her-
self surrounded by a few crude men
and women, or as we call them,boys
or girls.  You consider the character
of this offspring. When they were
born they were hel Iessi andl in in-
fancy they possessed no intelligence
navaythni animal instinets which
lead only to the preservation of life,
But in a few weeks or month= the
spirit of intelligence begins to dawn.

think that no man can look upon
such a sight unmoved,; he must feel
his own .ignorance and weakness,
and dependence, and when he does
this [ believe that all pubhic adminis-
trations will be an advantage and
blessinz to both the speaker and the

he mother watches the growing
spark and seeks to fan it toa flame; to
point out the remedy where difficul-
ty occurs in early experience; to ex
plain the educational process through
wh ¢h the ehild must pas<s to man
or womanhood; and to show that

hearers, aud [ am sure that is my|when the first elforts are
object this afternoon. [ have no|made, and even when they
personal ambition to serve, but I dolare ~ com parative failures, that

want to bless and [ do know that |
neel to be blessed. - And this is the
Pla-.-e appointed (so far as this ward
s concerne l) for the reception of
tho-e blessinzs which pertain to the
ublic services of the Church of
gﬂiil-‘i Christ of Latter-day =Sainis.
Here is the place where there <hould
be intellizence. Here is the place
where there should be wisdom.
Here is the place to expect revela-
tion and that not in any vagzue,
misty, half understool =en-e—not
lost or coverel up hy a multitude o’
words, but divesied of every hing
that will deprive us of knowleldge
as to the essential principles waich
belonz really to revelation. ['he
world, however, holds very peculiw
ideas in rezarl to this., Every lder
in [srael wno will Jook Hack upon
his experience i it reaches even
to the early history of this Church
will comprenenl  how od |
and mythical the ideas in rezard tw
revelation were a< then held by
mankind. 1t is true that the m 1s--
es o the people as well as the teach-
ers believed that in the ancient
time: “"“ere had been some com-
mun at n with the intellizen -e<
wino u . > behind the wvail. They
all azreed—all Bhristians did at all
evenis—that the =pirit was male
maniiest and its utterances re:orded
in a book. Uhey believed that with-
out that book the world was in a lost
condition, that men were let to
Fro};u in J:ll‘kﬂ&ﬂﬂ and to wander in
gnorance, but with that book it
was helievel] that every man an‘]
every woman coula understand
the n-elves; they cauld understand
someching of their origin and the
urpose for which they were dwell
ng upon the earth, the destiny
which belonzed to the humn. fam
ily, and also the processes by whien’
that destiny could be best secured;
Bat it is astonishing what a lictle
light will do for a man. It is aston-
ishing how our minds expand when
we receive the key to the situation.
And when we look at the wvast dif-
ference there is between the com-
muanity who inha»it these moun-
tains and the communities of the
nauions from which we have been
gathered — probably most can see
and are aware that between the two

these only stand as sentinels or
pointsmen in the great highway of
success—prompter= to ultimate and
final sucece:z=, ['he probability is
that every young womwn who has
learned to make bread has had an
experience of this character, Anu
it i true that many of the firs:
trials, unless the mother watched
very closely, would not 'we succe-ss

ful, the brexvl mizht be heavy, or i
hecome sour, now it is the mother’s
duty to reveal, to give from her in

telligen e to one comaratively
irnoran i,asolution or remely for the
d thHeulty. he young girl is expect

el to listen to the mother. She ha

the faculty to receive the intelli-
gence that is eommanicateld, anl o
pui that intell gene into practice.
And whzn the breal was heavy the
mother showed the. caise wilh
broutht about that condition. L
the hrea'l was sour a little neatraliz

ing element had o be put into tie
douzh in order that the a-idity
migiat be renove ,a little soda or
som th'nzof tha knd, and thi=

a revelatory process from the mother
to the child.” If you take one of our
200d mothers in Isr el who has
rown srey un ler the weizht of ex-
perence, vou will find that she pos-
-esses a vast fund of information,
and in every direction of domestic
or =ocial life she is the great stand-
ard of appeal, and even when the
daughter has become a married wo-
man, when she pa--esintw the re-
H'JOHHHJ“IE_V of motheriiood, when
sickness takesz hold of the darling
that Gl has given her, she insan-
v appeals to the hizgher or wider in

telligence and experience of the
mother, and that which the mother,
hy the advantage of yvears, by the
experience throug which she has
passed, has gained, she communi-
cates unto the daughter, and thus
the daughter becomes the recipient

of revelation. And as it is with
J the mothers and the daugh-
ers, so also it is with the

father and the son; =o al-o it is with
thoe who are learning a trade, <o
al-o it is with those who at!end our
daily or our sabhath schools,and the
very fact that we are so constituted
that we can receive revelation in
the<e channels is a revelation in and

there exists a great and ever widen- | of itself, written in the fundamental

ing gulf. Men wao reject the pitin-
ciple of revelation in any direction
must enevitahly become stunted,
they mus<t enevitably cease to live,
because revelation is the element of
life, it is the secret of growth, it is
the power of increase, and it is only
in proportion to the receptive ability
- of a man, or woman, or child, that
they can increase in intelligence.
Now, divested of all extraneous or
outside ideas, divested of all the
mystery that has been thrown
around the idea of revelation by man-
made teachers, divested of all
traditionsand thoughts that have
beea written in regard to it, what s |
the essential idea involved in revela-
tion in ite significant simplicity.
What & there that iz difficuld of
ension? What j& there that
it should need miem of classical edu-
cation to ex it;, what is there
that there be these large col-
leges and this immen«e army ot
ministers in order that the world

organization of the human charac-
ter, that revelation is not only possi-
ble and desirable, but that it is al<o
a necessary and inevitable element
pertaining to the highest welare and
the grand destiny and future of
those who submit to its wvaried pro-
cesses from day to day! Now, this
character of intelligence may be «aid
to mark the very lowest phases of
human Jife; but whila man-is an
animal, while he has his physical
necessities, while he is surrounded
with domestie life, while he is sub-
Ject to and is a member of the social
arena of life, there are also attributes
of character which are beyond this
physical, this animal, and this social
oast, Thereis something in eve
man and in every woman wh
sgvors of the divine; in all the cir-
cumstagoes of life there is a reach-
ing out after something which is
beyond the grasp, thereisa

of the spirit; a seeking after some-

may be enlightened in regard to the
principle of reve'ation? Why,when
You comne to probe and to reach the
Toundation of the idea it is nothing
more nor less than the communica-
tion of ‘ntelligence po-ses-ed by vne
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rounding: give no clue,

thing to which the preseut sur-
Man feels
that he 1. He not only feels that
he is, but thou<and< and mil jons of

the human family have an inkling

of the great fact that thev have
been, and million: and million«
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sity.. Now, then, revelation. may |
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when they become interwoven into
the fabric of our lives, when we in-
stinctively feel that we do possess
this characteristic, there must be
certain eleinenis and certain princi-
ples which will minister to the
growth of such ideas; just as there
are elements of and in nature which
mihister to the welfare of the lower,
so there are elements which minis-
ter to the higher, and fitted for the
cultivation of every attribute of the
human charugﬁr, no matter how
low we may esteem it to be, or how
lofty we may conceive it to be, there
are resources in the economy of God
for the development and growth and
glory of that characteristic. Hence
when a man realizes .that he had a
pre-existence, when he realizes that
the present exislence is but a transi-
tory condition, when he realizes that
there is a va-t and illimitable Mature
bejore him, he desires to compre-
hend how he shall best minister to
his individual welfare in that future.
And here steps in the necessity of
revelation based upon philosophy,
nosed upon human necessi

ties and human needs, The only
way that we can be elucated in this
dire ‘tion is by revelation coming to
us from outside source-, from higher
ntellizences, from tho-e who have
passed through the self same expe

rence as we our-elves have and will
Or ever pass,

Now, then, as a fundimental pro-
cess for our elucation in this respect
we have given unio us t e gospel
“hat go-pel i1s just as systematic and
ju-t- as orderly as are the de
ails of e ucation in a school
{t is just as orderly and sys-
cematic as are the mehods hy
vhieh our boys are tauzhrand train
e |l in the various branches of educa
vion or trade. 1t is ju<t as orderly
and systematie as th - edueation our
wives give o their daazhter-, or
4180 mo hers give 10 their married
ziris., You never find 8 mother, in
raining her children for domestic
i.e, vegin w tell them in the first
place how to make one of those very
rich cakes that we sometimes make
ourselves sick with at Christmas.
You would searcely find a man whe
tovk an apprentice, bezin to teach
nim in the first pia.(‘e some of the
higher branches of his trade. You
would scarvely find a teacher begin
to teach his pupils the advanced
principles pertainj to a classical
education. ['here1s an order; there
are steps and processes in every ed-
ucational direction,which we take in
their order and ia their rime and

lace. Now one of the most start-
ing revelations that has been given
to the human family in tne day and
age in wnich we live, by the Llders
of Israel, to a dark and benighted
world, is the t fundamental
ilea of “the fatherhood of God.”
Now, this may not appear so start-
ling to the American citizen whose
mind is impregnated with the idea
that the human family are equal,—
that one man is as good as another,
and sometimes a little better,
but in the Old World there exists
conditions of class and of caste. You
who have come from England or
 from any European natiou, will re-
alize what I mean by class and
caste. There is the charmed circle
of the royal blood, into which the

lebeian never enters. There is the

rger circle of the aristocracy, or, as
we call them, the “upper ten,”
and into the precincts of that
circle, jealously guarded as
they are, a stranger scarcely ever
enters. Then you were surrounded
in England by what is called the
middle classes, and even thev Jlook
u rpon the Jower classes as being made
of some material distinct and differ-
ent from themselves; but when the
Elders of Israel Janded in old Eng-
land and proclaimed ‘“the father-
hood of God,” and laid the axe at
the root of caste and class;, they

a kingdom that should recognize the
essentml unity of the human family
and of necessity the brotherhood of
man. It i8 quite true that under
some gocial, religious or political cir-

put that unity and equality into
ractice, what are the resulis that
mevitably flow from such a course?
You are surrounded with obstacles
on every hand, and it is only jper.
haps after the Jlapee of two or three
generations that a man in his po-ter-

ﬁ

were preparing for the foundation of |

cumstances, wd Ahegr of a certain | able, and
unity and %ﬂt among the hu- | this
man family; but if you atiempt to  for instance,

is & man who has made himself a
necessity to the government of the
country, to Her Majesty, to the
higher ¢ asses; he has done this by
virtue of the inspiration of the Al-
mighty, and yet with all his grand
attainments, that man is looked up-
on mole or less as an intruder be-
cause he was notnobly born! And so
[ might multiply illustrations which
would be familiar to you all. But
the gospel sets out in the first place
with these two ideas, twin ideas,

|

by virtue of the fact that he lived in
lmaesuinn of the inspiration of reve-
ation; his course was marked out by
that spirit. If animated every fac-
ulty,controlled every action, prompt-
ed every motive, and because that
spirit was poured wpon him “with-
out measure,” he became the glory
of his Father and exhibited in him-
self the “express image of his per-
son,” and he in speaking to his dis-
ciples declared that they should be-
come “like unto him even as he was
like his Father,” by the reception of

that never can be put asunder, the
fatherhood of God and the brother-
hood of the human family,

New, then, if we are one in our
origin, if we are really one in desti-
ny, we must all'reach that destiny
by the self-same process, and that
process is to be found in the ordin-
ances of the gospel, in the power of
inspiration and revelation resting
upon those who initiate men and
women into that order. And in
connection with this, wherever and
whenever you comprehend this
higher intelligence that bears rule in
the eteimities, controlling the desti
nies of these great orbs that we see
from time o time in the midnight
heaven-—wherever yvyou find those
that have graded from a fallen world
you will find thore who have
graded up and through the insuru
mentality of the self same go-<pe!
that is _iven to you and me. {'here
is ne other gospel. There i= nc
aother way to that exaltation which
perians (o the Gouds only through
the revelation of the Gospel of Jesu-
Christ. =o that there is “no royua!
road” to heaven; no matter- what a
man’s condit on, no matter what the
¢lass to which he may have been
known in =<ocial life on earth by vir-
tue of birth or by virtue of wealth;
no matter what position he may oc
cupy because of his ignorance or
laupk of inlormation; no. matter
whether he may live ina hovel or
dwell in a palace, or though he may
have bul a crust to eat or his table
be laden with all the things ol
the earth, he must submit to the
«elf same ordinances, be controlled
by the self same spirit of revelation,
and reach the final issue through
the self same channel.

Now, then, what is it that we ex-
pect through the gospel? Why, that
it may develop in ycu and me, from
our ¢rude, ignorant, unloveable con:
dition—the results of many a fearful
fall—the appearance and the ¢harac-
teristics of the ternal Father. This
self same 1dea animated the saints
in ancient times. They had faith
that by obedience to righteous law
theer would be ‘evolved in and
'from them, through the attributes
which they already possess, measur
‘ably dormant or measurably active
as the case may be—that they would
be able to proiuce the likeness ol
God the Eternal Father.. Now, at
first view this may appear surpris-
ing, but suppose we reason upon it
for a moment or two. .

Here are some of you good breth-

you et out an orchard of apple trees,
and by and by the time for fruit ar-

plums, or cherries' upon the apple
trees! Now, what would be thought
of your intelligence? Why every-
bodg' would say you have certainly
made a mistake; they were apple
trees that you pfa.uted, and appges
are the fruit; if you want pears you
must plant pear trees. Men don’t
gather grapes off thorns nor figs off’
thistles. Then, if we are the chil-
dren of our father you can see at a
glance by that illustration that if we
submit to the process “of education
which he had pointed out and laid
- down, we must become like him
Well, now, this seem in-
credible to some that a human
being, defiled and deformed as
he is by sin and transgression,
the result of ages—I say it may
seem almost incredible that a hu-
man being should be able to rise to
the characteristics and attributes
and appearance of the Father; bu!
it is not only possible butit is inevit

the ancient saints had
this idea. Ome of the old prophets.
when under the inspir

| ation of the Almighty, has said, I
shall be satisfied, when I awake,
with thy Lkeness;” and in the New
l'estament, one of the Apostles sajd,
Jooking forward-to the time of the
resurrection, that ‘“When he shal

appear, we =hall be like him; for we

ity is able to mike his way irom the

LS apd eesvciaie wilh e bigley
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shall see him as he is<.””  We shall

bave ap oppartuniy of Jonsonstruts

rives and you go and look pears, or |

“line upon line and precept upon
precept, here a little and there a lit-
tle.”  Now, probably I might illus-

irate this from the faets of
every-day life, the possibility I
mean of a change in the

features of those with whom we are
famiiiar. Did you ever notice a man
and wife who had lived hapypily to-
gether, whose thoughts were one,
who had become a-similated to each
| other in their tastes and feelings so
far and to such an extent that when
you see them white with the snow
of years you would say of them,
“l never saw a ‘couple so much
alike; they are positively like brother
and sister.” Lid that ever come
under your observation? It has
come under mine many and many a
time. Now, what was the secret of
that? Why the wife had become as-
dfmilated to the hushand and the
hushand to the wife; they were actu-
aed upon in a great measure by the
-elf xame impul-es, unti) they had
become similar in their habits of Jije
-0 thoroughly one that they were
ke each other &ven in their facial
expression, and when death claim-
ed one or the other, but afew hours
or days would pass before they were
again and for evermore united. Ahd
this is a characteristic in which we
glory. But to illustrate this in
another direction. Here is a moth-
er, now, or a young wife. Her
heart overflows with affection for
the hustand of her youth, God has
blessed the union that was madeHy
the authority of the priesthood. She
along until she attains to the
condition of motherhood, and iu the
fulness of her heart she brings the
babe to the assembly of ‘the Saints
that by the authority of the priest-
hood it may be dedicated to the ser-
vice of God and to the building up
of this kingdom. The mother’s
heart is full. It bursts almost with
gratitude for the t boon she has
received. She breathes many a
prayer for the child that God has
given, and by and by, even when
the cup seems full to the very
brim, some of her sisters come along
and say, ‘“what a beautiful baby
you have got; how very like its
ather;” and that is the last dn:?

needed to make the mother’s 'sou
and ambition full to overflowing.

+0 say that the babe was like her-
self would perhaps have been quite
as correct; but when it was pro-
nounced to be like its father, more
| especially if its father was a
husband, if he was everything that

|

|

ren; you go to work this spring and | heshould be in regard to character—

tiiere was no limit to the love and
affection she could bear fer her hus-
vand and their child.

Now, I recollect a little illustra-
tion of this kind in my own 'experi-
ence which goes to show that we
bear upon us the characteristics of
our progenitors. Like many a fool-
ish lad, at the age of 19 I ran away
from home. I found myself in one
of the large towns of Old England
walking down one of its principal
thoroughfares, and as I walked down
there g at the grand buildings
and sho that to me were compar-
alively wonderful, coming as 1 did
rom a rural town—I felt a hand laid
upon my shoulder, and as 1 turned .
around to my utter astonishment I
found it was the hand of a police-
man. I thought to myself—and you
all realize how we respect the ma-
Jesty of the lJaw in the old country,
how we honor a common “bobby,”
particularly if we have done any-
thing that deserves reprobation—I
thought to my=elf 1 was a gone case,
and that 1 must now go bhack and
“arve out the remainder of my ap-
vrenticeship, and 1 presume that
anybody could have seen thatin my
ace. Said he, “You come from
Northallerton,” and my hair in-
~tamtly lifted my hat, and I blun-
ered out “Yes, <¢ir.. “Is vour
name Naisbitt?’” was the next ques-
tion, and I thought he has me
now, sure, and [ said,**Yes, sir.” and
again my hat went up. “Where
oo yougvingt” %} &,m kuow,?




