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england public opinion works more
slowly but gradually she tois coming to
handle these matters seriously and
when england does this she usually
settles the question satisfactorily the
australian federation is now complete
it has a constitution and a system of
state governments as perfect as those
of the united states

the imperial government in lon-
don appoints we governor general
but the australians reserved the right
to appoint a president in case the
governor general should not prove ac-
ceptableceptable this is the mostmoet delicate
point in the whole matter yet when
the limitations to even the royal pre-
rogative in england are considered it
only shows that if the governor gen
oraleral leaves matters to move as the
queen does all will come out right

statesmen are now moving in the
direedirectiontion of a vast federation ofcfallall the
british possessions

and there seems to be a tendency
towards some sort of local governments
for scotland and wales as well as for
ireland

NEW YORK fortifications
ABOUTABOUToneone week ago the legisla-

ture of the state of new york ceded to
the general government land in and
around nownew york city for purposeAse of
defense in casecam of attack the outer
line of defense will be removed six
miles beyond its present limit the
plan of defense to be adopted is in
harmony with that outlined by gen
eralera SherlsheridandEin some years agor plumb island in sheepshead bay
north of coney island is to be given
to the united states on this will be
erected a mortar battery of the latest
approved pattern at sandy hook new
fortifications arean being erected and
nownew batteries also constructed these
two batteries plumb island and sandy
hook will protect the entrance to new
york city from the atlantic ocean
another battery will be erected on
raritan bay so as to cover the perth
amboy channel

sandsandysIs point and HewHewletlettsPs are some
of the landsblancle given by the state for
federal use they are situated near
long island sound and batteries will
be erected on them at once these
will guard the northern part of the
city from the sea by way of the
soundbound AtWaterlivit the most for-
midable works of defense are being
constructed pieces of sixteen inch
bore will be mounted on these works
at present the batteries are being sup-
plied with twelve inch rifled mortar
effective at a six mile range and capa-
ble of raining tons of metal all over
the water approaches

gotham is awake itsito millionairesmillion airee
begin to realize that bank accountsacco unto are
of little use if not protected against the
chances of war

THE GOLD BRICK BUSINESS

THE gold brick trick which was
lately performed at provo is an old
confidence chestnut it is almost
as antiquated as modern mining and it
is astounding that men of ability and
intelligence can stillbaill be found who
can be caught by anythingany th inn so trans-
parent it was successfully played
in this city a number of years ago and
the victim we cannot recall hisbis name
at present was not only chagrined at
the loss of his ducatsdubats but was so dis-
gusted with himself that he waswan fired
with a powerful desire to subject him-
self to a vigorous process of kicking for
his simplicity

there are a few safeguards against
victimization by confidence sharpssharpe
which should never be lost
sighteight of one is that surrep-
titious philanthropists who roam
about the country seeking well to do
men they wish to enrich by letting
them have something of great worth
for one fourth of itsito value are not over-
whelmingly numerous when one of
the genuine sort is found the discov
berer will make more money by enter-
ing into a partnership with the
phenomenal character in the dime
museum business than by buying his
solid gold bricks such a scarce
specimen of the genus homo would
draw well if placed on exhibition

confidence games are generally ac-
companiedcompanied by some degree of mystery

private interviews are a necessity
this is not even excepted in the old
jewelry trick in which the possessor
of a valuable diamond ring draws the
article cautiously from his boot and
tells how it belonged to a wealthy
family and how he obtained it when
on a voyage to india

it is well that people in general
should look with suspicion upon people
who propose totd make them nabobsnabors
by a sudden method at their expense
and it is a good thing not to attempt
to heap up riches by a questionable
process to which class the mysterious
gold brick purchasing transaction be-
longs

IN SOUTH AMERICA

tem south american continent hasbaa
langbeenlong been noted for the tendency of
the inhabitantsinh abitante of mostmoet of the countriescountriee
upon it to indulge in insurrections and
revolutions A war of this character
toia now in progress in chill and there
laIs no tollingtelling what conspiracies of a

political character promising war may
be afoot but convulsions of a sort
quite different from the carnal war-
fare of which south american nations
have seen so much have recently
taken place in some of them financial
crashes are here referred to in the
argentine republic thesetheme were
especially extensive and disastrous last
year it was owing to the panic in
that country that baring brothers of
london failed thereby precipitating a
monetary stringency in england that
extended to the united states f1 1l

enormous sums of english capital
have been invested in south america
within the last few years especially in
the argentineArgentlRe republic and brazil
the great financial panic in the for-
mer has notnoi put a stop to th boom
in the latter country which tois a favor-
ite field attheat the present time for foreign
investors and speculators railways
aream being built and other similar im-
provementsprove mentsmenta are being made necess-
itating the expenditure of vast sums
of money and brazil is consequently
advancing rapidly in development as a
civilized nationnatien

the railroads and other permanent
improvements in south america
which are being brought into existence
by foreign capital will remain even
though financial storms do sweep over
the country and wreck their promot-
ers

such improvements and the develop-
ment of natural resources which result
from them are great aids to civiliza-
tion and can scarcely fail in impress-
ing the fact upon the minds of the
people among whom they are inaugu-
rated the necessity of imparting
stability to their institutions of govern-
ment

thus the wealth of the old world is
being so used as to aid in promoting
civilization in that portion of the new
which blands in greatest need of help
of that kind and the resu ts in this
direction more than onsetoffset the losseslooses
consequentnt upon overdoing the field of
investment

A PROPOSED adjustment
TUB proposition made by chairman

nelson of theschool board to that body
last evening looking to an adjustment
of the difficulty in regard to school
taxes embraces an element of equity
thatahthat at least entitles it to deliberate
consideration Undundererthethe decision of
the territorial supreme court the
specialspeciale schoolchool taxes were collectedcollectedonon
the roll of the wrong year 1890 instead
of 1889 hence the collection was il-
legal and taxpayers are entitled to a
return of the sums they have paid

col nelsonsNelNels sonsonla proposition isin to regard


