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AN IMPROPER USE OF THE
' HOLY PRIESTHOOD.

WE print to-day the full text of an in-

terview with Dr. J. M. Benedict ﬂ.ﬂ[

published in Sunday’s Salt Lake Tri-
bune. It purports to be occasioned by
some remarks of the DESERET NEWS

In reference to the unsavory Irons-
Fowler case. We did not mention the

Doctor’s name in our editorial re-
marks concerning the ‘‘marriage’ in
which he officiated, as our object was
not to assails him personally but to ex-

lain & principle, draw the line of
t to the ﬂﬂthﬂl‘]tj" of men holding
the office of Elder 1n reference to mar-
ceremonies, and oppose any ste
calculated to cover up the crime whic
had been commisted. Now, however,
that the gentleman has appeared in
person tEl?uugh the medium of the
Tribune, we feel at liberty to mention
him 12 futrther remarks upon this sub-
. t,_
10%?& did make the explanation. that
“‘marriages in the respective Wards are
under tne .direction of the Bishop
thereof,”’ and that ‘“‘no Elder has the
right in an organized Stake to admin-
jster in that holy ordinance except by
appointment.” But we did not say
that there was ‘‘some collusion on the
Part of Dr. Bemedict,”” nor that he
‘made the marriage with the deliber-
ate intent and p se ot covering up
a crime.” We intimated that the ob-
ject and intent of the peculiar mar-
riage was for that p se, and this is
not disputed. Why did notthe auther
of the girl’s shame ma
the exposure of his guilt, if his only
object was 10 give her the shield and
support of his name and position?
Wﬁun he found himself in danger of
the penitentiary he was glad to get her
under his legal control and personal
influence that the maging
effect of her personal
might be turned _aside.
proceedings in the DPolice Court

when, after marriage, she repudiated

her own affidavit made before mar-|on Friday

riage, - demonstrates this beyond a|jptelligen
doubt.
As to Dr.Benedict’s part in the tran- | tant  ever

gaction,we deprecated it on the ground
that it ‘:‘li'ﬂ-ﬂ a.npim roper exercise of the
Priesthood which he held. And the
interview which we copy makes our
position stronger on point. He
admits that the girl’s mother, her nat-
ural and lawful protector, was eppos-
ed tosuch a union. He knew that
Irons had failed to obtain any one who
would perform the ceremony. He
knew that the condition of the patient

was not a fit one to undertake the re-|.

sponsibility of such a step. He knew

t there was a Bishop in the Ward
authorized to perform marriages ac-
cording to the order of the Church to

which Ire belonged. He khew that the | hathas occurred of late has been the
whole arrangement was in the interest | refusal of a certaiu limb of the law to

of persons accused of a heinous crime.
And yetin a hurried manner,near mid=
night, after he had *‘sp

away from her mother, leavin
latter to be engaged by Dr. A, K.
Smith who diverted her attention
meanwhile, he officiated by thejautho-
rity of the Holy Priesthood in a cere-
thony that no properly authorized;ser-
vant of God would have performed
under the circumstances.

His objects, his metives, his ““collu-
sion” to which he refers, we are not
calling in question. He knows what
they were. The public have the right
to draw their conclusions from the
facts which he has admitted and allow-
ed to be placed 1n print, We are sim-

referring to his act. That he has
E}J to make public. Itis open for
public comment. And we denounce it
as wreng in principle and evil in
effect.

Under ordinary circumstances there

t not be any great harm in an
Klder's ng a couple to whose
union there was no v objection,
And yet, as we have previousiy shown,
that L a matter that is under estab-
ished regulations. It.nust be remem-
bered that this marriage purports to be
a Church marriage solemnized under
the authority of the Holy Priesthood;
not a secular ceremony performed by
a civil officer. Therefore it must be
viewed in the light of Chnrch rules and
the spirit thereof., And, under those
rules and in jthe light of that spir-
ti, it was wrong for an Elder to
step over the authority of the Bishop of
the Ward and administer an ordinance
to which he was not appointed.

t the uligr circumstances of
th?sumu ren’hfm it doubly wrong. It

was not o irregular, it was highly
improper. e consider it a prostitu-
tion of that Priesthood which is sacred

and bestowed for hoiy purposes. Ifit

t and no ulterior purpose was
. Wy was tho giFl “Spirited”

away from her mother by the Doctor,

=rr

|
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.the: anti-American

acting in the capacity of an Elder of
the Church? y this haste? Why
this nocturnal arrangement and anx-
iety to it to an issue? We do not
think there is an Elder of experience
and judgment, who on acquaintance
with the facts as given by Dr, Benedict
himself, will not condemn the trans-
actien as disgraceful to the Priesthood
of the Most High God.

We wish it to be distinctly under-
stood that we have no personal con-
troversy with Dr, Benedict. But we
have a strong interest in the principle
involved in this case, and in the proper

exercise of the functions of that Priest- |

hood the authority of which is Divine.
And we desire to impress upon the
minds of all who have been favored
with that authority, that it cannot be

htly treated with impunity, and
while it brings blessiags and honor
when used in the spirit of righteous-
ness and solemnity, it will bﬁng cer-
tain ?ﬁnndemnnt.iﬂn when prostituted
O evil.

——tl A —P—
A STRAINED QUESTION.

TaE question as to whether a meeting
convened in a school district to decide
whether or not a tax shall be leyied for
the purpose of procuring funds with
which to increase educational facili-
ties is or is not an election,is shortly to
be elaborately discussed before the
Utah Commission, that body being re-

nested to give a decision on the matter.
%1' course shere are other points in-
volved in thé"question, but that which
we now state is the main one, upon
which the others hang. If such a
meeting is not an election, then the
subject is one with which the Com-
missioners have nothing whatever to
de. And how any personcan get itinto
his head that something is.an election
that is not one in any sense whatever
is indeed an anomaly.

It will now
some over - anxious member of
party of office
hunters tothave a cow taken be-
fore the Commission and ask that au-
gust body to render a ruling on the
question as to whether or not the ani-
mal is & horse. The absurdity would

in order for

her before THE TALERNT OF A YOUNG

testimony | Revere statue has given it to his son,
The f my, C. C.

irited” the girl | son referred to. Our readers have
al;i:l{e heard of him before, his name having

-

be but little more conspicuous in the
one case than the other,

-—+l-l+-l——-———

UTAH ARTIST RECOGNIZED.

By letter from Mr. Thomas Dallin, of
Springville, we learn that the commit-
tee in whose hands was the awarding
of the contract to execute the Paul

Dallin, A telegram from the
latter, who is in Boston, to his father,

last, conveyed this welcome .

The statue is one of the most impor-
ven to an American
sculptor, and, if we recollect aright,
will probably cost in the neighborhood
of ten thousand dollars, )

We, together with the many friends
of Mr.}{Dallin, congratulate the talent-
ed young gentleman, who is now in
tlim very front rank of his profes-
E 'U'IL ]

The contract for the execution, of
the statue is to be signed to-morrew.

HE WOULDN’T POSE.
ONE of the most ludicrous incidents

become a martyr. Mr.Dilley is the per-

had a frequent and conspicuous place

in the police reports. He has, to use
the Tribune parlance, been *‘struggl-
ing upward,’”’ and every time he as-
cended toward the pinnacle of ex-
cellence in accord with the standard of
that journal and got into the hands of
the police that paper described himfas
a martyr to ‘“Mormon’’ hate.

Yoor Mr. Dilley has not, however,
struggled sufficiently ‘“‘upward” to be
lost to a certain sense of honor, so he,
over his own signature, as was shown
the other - day, repudiated the **Mor-
mon’’ hate and martrydom business,
thus metaphorically taking the Tribupe
scribe’s nose between his thumb and
finger and giving it a tight pinch. In
other words, the scribbler got a cuff on
the ear from one whom it perﬂtﬂtentl‘y
held up as a victim of *‘“*Mormon”
malice.

The Tribune man will now be under
the necessity of hunting up anotner
martyr, seeing that Attorney Dilley

sitively refuses to longer pose in

hat role. He should not experience

a great deal of difficulty in finding
some one who is determinedly *‘strug-
gling upward.”

- i A —
"LOCAL POLITICAL ASPECTS.

TraE Salt Lake Tribune is *‘all things to
all men,” according 1o the kind of axes
it has to grind. Journalistically it is
on the same footing as Mr.J. R. Me-
Bride individually, that gentleman
having stated in a Methodist anti-
Mormon meeting in this city some time
ago that, for the occasion, he felt that
he was a devout, and out and out

——

orthodox Methodist.

The Tribune has been a combination
of ultra-*'Liberal”.or anti=American,
and red-hot Republican. It is now be-
ginning to intimate to the latter politi-
cal party thatit has no further use
for it,on account of its being popularly
kicked out of power.

Although evidently impatient to
throw aside the publican gar-
ment unceremoniously as **old cloes,”?
it is restraining itself just a little and
doffing a sleeve, or perchance a piece
of the back and breast at a time. In-
deed there is now but little left except
a small piece of the tail. The cloak of
Demucrac{ is being assumed in patches
in proportion as the other habilament
is disposed of, leaving a large number
of unsizhtly seams.

Here 18 what the morning Cameleon
said shortly after the election:

‘*At this writing it is reasonably cer=
tain that Blaine is elected President,
He carries all the Northern States with
the exception of Indiana, New Jersey
and Connecticut, and possibly one or
two of theze, as the latest returns cut
down the Democratic claims constant-
ly. He will have 10,000 to 12,000 ma-
ority in New York, which will give

im 218 electoral votes, being 17 more
than enough to elect. Nﬂthing is heard
from the Coast, but Blaine could lose
all of it and &till win, though he has a
good chance of carryin West Virginia
as he has of losing either California,
Oregon or Nevada.

It is good enough, and a great day for
Utah and loyalty in this dark spot of
the moral vinevard. The Tribune con-
gratulates the country and its readers
on the splendid result, Hip, Hip,
Hurrah!

The_*‘missionary misrepresenter”
has bben gradually ﬂlipgln , on all
fours along the plank which crosses
the gulf separating the two great po-
litical divisions of the country, and
has well pigh reached the winning side.
This mﬂrn'f'ng it says editorially:

““We confess to forebodings for the
future,—for the country and especiaily
for Utah,—but we do not propose to
pit our judgment against the country,
or to be unfair. Whatever of good
comes, we shall be quick to discover
and to give credit for. A country such
as ours is good enough for us; a gov-
ernment which suits the majority of
the American people will always be
good enough for us. Privately, we think
the nation has made a mistake; but, if
it has, the fact will be found out in due
time, and if it has not,it will be a great
deal more pleasure for us to acknow-
ledge that we were wrong, than it will
be to say, ‘Did we not tell youso?’ for

this is a matter which we have no pos=|pP

sible interest in, except for the good of
the country and its continued glory.”’

Inanother part of the paper the flop
is made more complete by another par-
agraph, showing how ready these
‘*American gentlemen’’ are to change
the stream of their red hot enthusiasm:

‘‘Some of the best local orators will
address the Democratic ratification
meéting to-morrow night at the Opera
House. The ratification will be one
that will be an honor to Utah. Letthe
enthusiasm be unbounded.”’

‘“‘Hoorah for Blaine, Logan and Re-
publicanism. Oh! no. 1 beg your
pardon; its the other side that wins.
Hoorah for Cleveland, Hendricks and
the Democracy.”’

The Tribune reminds one of the story
Of the widow who was busy arranging
for her second marriage before the
funeral ceremonies over the remains of
her deceased husband were consum-
mated. It might, for the sake of dec-
ency, have waited until the Republican

arty was properly buried before it

opped.

Ew it will be in order for the few
alleged Democrats who have issued an
edict like unto those of the ‘‘Medes
and Persians,” to fall upon the neck of
the Tribune, and weep from

ure, unalloyed fellow - feeling.
IE‘mﬁt truly Democratic gentlemen who
have issued the decree are much too
liberal in their ideas, They merely re-
quire that their (iuuumeniury display of
supposed principles shall be sigued by
all who will be permitted to join the

Utah Democratic ranks.

We protest that there should be a
limit to this almost unbounded liberty
accorded to intending adherents of the

arty,who will soon be as thick as flies
n August. They should be compelled
by the Democratic autocrats, in addi-
tion to affixing theirsignatures, tojtake
oath, to be |duly attested by a notary
public. There should be no hali-way
course. A portion of the anti-marriage
relation oath could be introduced to
give tone and strength. - W.hen the
spirit of absolutism is introduced into
Democracy, it should be by wholesale
and not by driblets.

) —
SEASONABGLE.

THE late protracted and unusual spell
of fine weather is broken, -and King
Winter has begun his reign again.
Parents and guardians of children
shonld see, to the extent of their pow-
er, that the little ones are seasonably
clad; especially that their feet and.
lower limbs are suitably protected

from damp. These precautions will

revent disease from making inroads
nto the ranks of the juveniles. The
same will apply to older folks.

Those whose duty it is to look after
the poor and see that they do not suf-
fer, should be on the alert to discover
the more urgent cases, that none may
be without the necessaries of life. This
is substantial Christianity, to prevent
suffering and administer comfort,

THAT NOCTURNAL MARRIAGE.

‘'TRIBUNE" INTERVIEW WITH DR. J.

M. BENEDICT. ,h :

HOW THE DISREPUTABLE AFFAIR WAS
BROUGHT ABOUT. )

From the Salt Lake Lribune of Nov.
16th

The Deseret News on Saturday, Nov.
8th, having asserted that Dr.J. M.
Benedict as an ordained Elder, had no
right to marry any parties in an organ-
ized stake without the permission of
the authorities, and having intimated
that there was some collusion on the
part of Dr. Benedict in regard to the
marriage of John W. Irons to Miss
Lizzie Evans, a Tribune regorter, on
meeting the Doctor vesterday, asked
him whether he would object to being
interviewed concerning the matier,

‘*Not at all,” replied the doctor. I’
have no objections to telling vou all I
know about the case, and if you will
step up into my oflice where we can be
more comfortable, I will give you all
the facts.”

Astending a flight of stairs and being
comfortably seated, the doctor with a
cigarette as a comforter began to talk
and the reporter, with a three for five
as a soother, prepared to listen.

Said the doctor: ‘“*As an ordained
elder of the church I had a richt under
the church law, and I certainly as an
individual had a right under the civil
law to perform the ceremony of mar-
riage. The impression as conveyed by
the NEws is that I made the marriage
and solemnized it, with the deliberate
intent and purpose of covering up a
crime, ang for the {)urpuse of shielcﬁng
supposed criminal parties, I say at
the outset that I know nothing of the
case, by inference or otherwise, except
as learned from the newspaper reports,
I say now that I absolutely know noth-
ing elseabout it.

M Now as to my connection with the
affair. On Thursday;night, November
6th, about 9 o’clock, I was summoned
by telephone to see one Moses Abra-
hams, supposed to be chocking to
death at his home somewhere in the
Kimball Block. Béing a bright moon-
light night and having a cousin (the
only one I have), a Mrs, John Neff, of
Mill Creek, visi;in¥ me, 1 prm{msed to
take her and my wife with, me for a ride
up town and back. We drove to the
Kimball Block where Abraham lives,
and after seeing him I came out and
sald to my folks, ‘You arive up to
Godbe’s drug store and I'll walk up.’
They drove onand I walked. When op-
osite the Z. C. M. 1. shoe factory, I
met Spencer Clawson, who was much
excited and out of breath. He said ‘I
am glad I met you., I am almost crazy
and don’t know what to do.’ I said
‘what’s the matter?’ ' He said ‘That
rirl Lizzie Evans hounced into my par-
or door almost crazy and I don’t khow

L

*“I left my table full of company that

evening and went to the hospital. 1

waited nearly an hour, but no word
came. Imet Dr. A. K. Smith, of Chal-

' lis, who had a patient at the hospital,

on whom I had been operating. I ask-
ed him to wait, stating that Mr. Irons
and Miss Kvans were to be married,
and that I would then take him down
in ‘my buggy. He decided to wait.
Somewhere about 9 o’clock I received
a teleghnnic messagze from town, stat-
iui: that no magistrate could be ob-
tained anda asking me whether

I WOULD PERFORM THEJMARRIAGE

ceremony, I said I would as senior in
charge of the hospital. I immediately
went down and asked her mother whe-
ther she would consent to a marriage
then and there. She wanted to know
if that would atoH the law guit. I told
her I did not see how itcould, but that
both were willing and anxious-to be
married and wanted me to Perfurm the
ceremony. I asked herif I should do
s0. She said she would rather wait
until after the preliminary examination
and for further counsel.

“I then asked Miss Lizzie Evans if
she wanted to be married to Mr. Irons,
and if she wanted to be married that
night. She said, ‘Yes, that’s what I do
want.” That was before she knew
they were qumm% uP. I, said to her,
‘Mr. Irons will be here in a few mo-
ments with two witnesses., Are you
willing that T should perform the cere-

mony?” She replied, ‘Yes, if it is
right.” Sald I, ‘Al! right; when they

come I'll notify you.’

*“I then and there assured her that I
was an Elder of the Church and had
the. right, as I supposed, to marry
them. When they came from the city
I E?L-ﬁl.tr::uac_l them in another room,
and while Dr. Smith was talking
with Miss Evans’ mother, pleading
with her to give her consent to tne
marriage, I spirited Miss Evans out of
the| room into the other room in the
presence of John W, Irons, Major G.
S. Erb and JﬂsePh G. Davis. It was
then about 9.30 o’clock. In their pres-
eance I said,'Mr. Irons and Miss Evans,
this is no nonsense on my part; you
have asked me to marry you and I am
here to do it.”’ Isaid to Miss Evans,

DO YOU WISH TO BE MARRIED

te John W, Irons?’ She replied ‘I do.’
I said to Mr. Irons, ‘Do you wish meto
ma you "to this woman, Lizzie
Evans?? He replied ‘I do.’ I then said
‘Now understanding these facts and 1n
the presence of these witnesses, and
what may be said hereafter, if you
mean what you say, join hands and I
will marry you., I then and there mar-
ried them.

‘*Miss Evans returned to her bed.
When Dr. Smith came from her
mother’s room, Mr. Irons was sitting
at her bedside. I said to her, *Are vou
satistied that you are married to this
man and do you acknowledee it to be a

what in the devil to do with her. Won’t
you go up and see her?’ 1 said I would
as quickly as 1 could, after leaving a
prescription at the drug store. *What
can I do?”’ asked Mr. Clawson. I re-
gponded, '‘Send her to the Sisters® Hos-
B tal; it is the best place for her.” Mr.

lawson then said, *All right; if you
can arrange it, I’ll go at once and get a
carriage.

“I'went to the drug store, wrote the
Erescriptluu and drove to Spencer

lawson’s residence immediately. I
went in the bick way and found Miss
Evaus in bed, John W. Irons sitting on
the side of the bed talking to her, and
her mother and other ladies being in
the room. Miss Evans was in a pro-
found hysterical condition, and neither
spoke to nor recognized anybody, and
was in a great deal of pain. I was in-
formed that she had |

JUMPED FROM A WINDOW

And had gained the ground by means
of a tree. I made an examination to
ascertain the extent of her injuries re-
ceived from this svurce, and found a
few scratches. That was all. As to
her condition, [ made no examination
and know nothing about it. 1 then ad-
vised them again to send her to the
hospital at once. The question was
asked, ‘Can’t she be taken to the Des-
eret ﬂuspital?' I replied, ‘Yes, she
can; I'll go with her there, but I can’t
attend her there.” Mr. Irons said, ‘I
want you to take care of this young
lady.” I repeated that in that case she
would have to be sent to the Sisters’
Hospital. I had by this time admin-
istered a full hypodermiclinjection of
morphine, After she quieted down
and found that she was with friends,
she consented to go with me to the
Hospital. I wrapped her ina blanket,
carried her out in my arms and
put her in the carriage. I then
gavemy word of honor to Officer Sal-
mon that I would be responsible for
her appearance at any time she was
needed, and that she should be visited
by no one without my written consent.
I did this because the lady was fright-
ened and did not want to see any one
but Mr. Irons and her mother. She
was driven to the hospital, several
parties being in the carriage with her,
andl followed in my carriaze. [ car-
ried her into the bospital and admin-
istered another h ermic. I did not
ask her or Mr.Irons a question, I acted
for her physical benefit alone. The
following J:I:H:mrnh.':(gl (Friday) I saw her
again and her condition was much im-

roved, She was feeling more cheer-
ul and much better. Late that after-
noon [ received a telephone message
asking me to be present at8 o’clock
that evening at the hospital; that Mr.
Imnb;i two witnesses and,a magistrate |

would be there to perform a marriage
ceremony. I answered that I Wﬂ!ﬁdi
be there.

valid marriage?’ She replied ‘I do.’
Turning to Mr. Irons I said, ‘Do you
acknowledge the same? Is this woman

in this be our wife?’ He replied
‘She is’ and then

KISSED HER.

““I told him then that the rules of the
hospital did not permit of his remain-

mF there and he (rode back to town
with us."

The reporter here arose, re-lit his al-
leged Havanna which had gone out
shortly after the Doctor began his en-
tertaining story and was about to de-
part when the Doctor coneluded : ““You
can see from these facts that there was
no collusion between Dr. Fowler, my-

self or anyone connected with the case.
What 1 did I believed I had a right to
do and would do again under the same
circumstances, Iam thoroughly satis-
fied that what I did was for the best

interests of all, and I did exactly what
I would have done for my own sister.
My personal and private opinion is
that tne publication of a scandal can
be of no possible benefit to anybody,
and the more it is stirred up the worse

it is for all parties concerned, their
families and their friends.”

e — - —
ROTTEN PROPS.

A GooOD many facetious remarks have
been made by our cotemporaries about
Mr, C. 8. Varian’s ““underground rail-
way,”” by which he alleges witnesses
are conveyed to obscure parts. What

|about the judicial subterranean tunnel

comstructed specially for anti-‘““Mor-
mon’’ crusade purposes? It isa pro-
cess by which ainy citizen, whether in-

nocent or guilty of agnﬁenca under
the law, can be deprived of what is as

dear as life—his 1i er?
The roof of the slimy judicial pas-
res,

sage-way is propped by open ve
acked ;grand and juries, a
ercely partisan prosecution and a
court that refuses to admit to bail, in
Eul gamy cases pending appeal to
i%. er courts.
he whole concern is an abortion of
jurisprudence, a dis e to humanity,
and unworthy an existence under this
government. It places every man in
jeopardy who happens to incur the
animus of a number of tyrannical con-
Spirators, who are overstepping the

bounds of the constitution, good law,
common sense and justice.

S ——
An Invaluable Article. An article

like Ely’s Cream Balm has long been
Emiseci for cure of Catarrh an Ha‘y
ever. Dr. W. E, Buckman, W. E.

Hamman, Druggist, and others, all

recommend it in the highest term.—



