A MUSICAL PEOPLE.

THE ‘“‘Mormons’’ have always been
a musical people. It is pleasing to note
the improvement in musical taste
which is continually growing among
them. It is not confined to the cities,
It extends to the villages und hamlets
and even the ranches throughout the
Territory. The following, which ia
clipped from the Brookiyn, N. Y,
FEagle, will be news to a great many
people who have formed their ideas
apout the ‘“Mormons’ from the mis-
leading accounts concerning them that
appear in the publio printa:

“A 8alt Lake City man informs the
dmerican Art Journal that they may he
Mormons out there but they are not Phil-
istines by aconsiderable majority. He says
there are four musicstores where more
guitars are sold than in New York, two
drum corps, a mandolin club of forty, a
band, & big organ that when rebuilt, ag it
will he shortly, will be the larfiest in the
world, a choir of 327 voices, a choruos
club of 300, a May festival with Do Vere,
Whitney andThursby—hello,has she been
discovered again?—an orchestra of forty,
an organiat who used to officiate in 8t
Paul’'s, London, a violin scloist, a wom-
en’s musical society, an Apollo alub and
a pubtic that plays on pianos and goes to
operas and concerts.  Evideutly
musca domesticus does not fasten itself
on Salt Lake City with any great wvid-
ity.”

A people among whom the divine
art is so extensively ocultivated cannot
be as coarse, brutal and depraved as
many editors and preachers represent
the ¢*Mormonsg’? to be.

Vocal music forms a prominent fea-
ture in the religious exercises of the
Latter-day Baints, and there is scarcely
a settlement in this whole Territory,
however new and small, which can-
not boast a choir of trained voices,
more or less advanced. This has con-
tibuted much to the general taste for
music which prevails.

Instrumental music isalso quite com-
mon. Nearly every choir has an
organ. Brass and string bands are to
be found in many places, and some
kind of instrument will be heard in the
most remote regions. Not only are
there houses in this city which doa
thriving business in musical instru-
ments, but in all the larzer towns simi-
lar stores, though on a smaller scale,
deal in the same wares, from the cheap
mouth-organ up to the first-class piano

Music has a powerful effect upon
the multitude. It is reflniog and ele-
vating, and its high cultivation is a
mark of advanced civilization, With
all that may be said about the kind of
people who make up the ranks of
“Mormonism,” it must be admitted
that the ‘““Mormon’’ people of this
Territory are musical and wedded to
the divine art. ‘The big cholr of the
Tabernacle is a ““Mormon* choir, Ad-
vatced musleiaus and composers n
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different parts of Utah are ‘““Mormon*’
artista, and it will be found that the
tendency of ‘“‘Mormonism?®’ Ia not only
to encourage musical progress, but to
stimulate advancement in every de-
partment of practical and scientiflc
education.

——

“A SHOWING OF FACTS™

A MIOHTGAN paper announces that
the eastern division of the Na-
tional Woman Buffrage Association
has been invited to hold its next con-
vention in Balt Lake City. Also that
the ¢“(entile’’ press here claims that
the invitation came from the ‘“Mor-
wol’? women, and that ‘‘the franchise

was given to the women of Utah solely
in the interest of the Mormon Church;
that they abused it shamefully—voting
like o mauy animals, exactiy as they
were commanded by the Mormon
priests; and that if the franchise could
be given back to them, they would be
the anme in the future ax they were in
the past.??

The Grand Rapids Democrat aiys
further, that ‘a ghowing of facts is
urged” eo that such women as could
never be 1nduced to work in the inter-
est of ‘‘Mormonism?’’ may know the
real animus of the situation.

The Democral is mistaken. <A
showing of facts” ia nof urged. It
is a showing of falsehood that has been
advised by the “*preas’ from which it
quotes. Lo other words Jadles of this
clty have been Invited and urged to lie
about this ireatter, after the fashion of
the stirrers-up of strife who Invented
the falsehoods which the Democraf has
copied.

“A showing of facts’”” would prove
that the women of Utah exercised the
right of franchise for many years, with
perfect freedom and great intelligence;
that they were organized for mutual
information on publi¢ questions; that
the ‘“*Mormon priests’’ never interfered
with their political liberty; and that the
only thing which could be truthfully
alleged against them was, they would
not vote for the miserable scoundrels
who misrepresented them and sought
to rob thein of the ballot.

Al} this can be proved beyond suc-
cessful contradiction. But none of the
su-called *“facts’? of which it is alleged
a ‘‘gshowing?’ is urged, can be substan-
tiated by a shred of reliable evidence.
We do not know whether any effort
huas been or will be muade to have the
convention held here, we regard that
as very doubtful; but we do know that
the ladies of Utah are at least as fit to
exercise the elective franchise as any
of their Bex in any part of the United
Btatea.

DECADENCE OF THE COLONIAL
SYSTEM.

THE A ustralasial Union 1 one of the
topics of the times which calls forth
comments from the lead!ng journals of
the world. It i= modeled somewhat
after the American plan, while it
maintaiug the sovereignty of the

mother country. Each of the five
colonies, which it 18 proposed shall

807

unite in one commonwealth, is to re-
main separate agto loeal government,
but subfect to such powers as it con-
cedes in common with the other col-
onies to the general government. Free
trade is to prevail among them all. The
Federal authority is to control foreign
relations,the military and naval forees,
and the customs and duties which are
to provide revenue. The Governor
General i3 to be appointed by the
Queen, but the Parliament is to be
elective and to consist of two Houses,

1f this scheme is adopted by the
people, the Australian Commonwealth
will no doubt move forward to national
importance and flourish to a much
grenter extent than the colonies have

ourished heretofore. The movement
is gommendable.

The Indianapolls News, commenting
upon this atep, remarka:

¢“The colonial system, all of it which
did not fall with a orash when theso
American colonies rebelled fn 1776,crum-
bled gradually alterward. The old idea
was that colonies were ‘‘posrsessions,” as
indeed they are still called — landed
estates in this, that, or another part of
the world, owned by the mother country
and “worf;ed.” like a plantation, for the
benefit of the mother country. That idea
is dead. and it is a question of the death
of the colonial system unless the federal
idea can take its place.”

Btop a bit! la it a fact that the old
colonial system is dead? Has the old
idea nbout colonies heing “‘posessions’?
been entirely dissipated? ow about
the ‘‘possessions’’ of the United Btates
called Territories? Are they not
treated ns the “‘property?’ of the Fed-
eral government? The doctrine which
now prevails in this country isthat the
national authority is supreme, ‘absolute
and exclusive in these satraples and
provinces. The Indianapolis News
HAYH:

‘“Home rule, local autonomy, States’
rights, is the repository and safeguard of
liberiy.”

How much liberty, then, exists in
the Territories? If it is to be measured
by “home rule,”” the liberty enjoyed
in the Territories is of but small di-
mensions.

It is time that this auwomalous Terri-
torial system should cease. This nation
should be, as the fathers of our country
intended, a Union of free and sover-
eign Btates, each equal to the others in

litical rights and privileges, each

aving its loeal autonomy fully pre-
served, and all enjoying equal Hberty.
Everyatrue Demoectat ought to labor
to this end. For while the Territories
exist in thelr present manacled con-
dition, republican government does not
prevail throughout the country, and
the Democratic principle is set at
naught, for the consent of the governed
is not given, and their views are not
even sought for or treated with the
slightest consideration. The colonial
syatem, with ifs tyranuy and misrule,
is not yet dead even in the great and
glorioua repubiic of the United States.

—

Mrs. Alice Freeman Palmer the
lecturer says that there ate today 40,000
yirls in American colleges, What a
orop of 8pring poetry and Fall romance
thia fact promises, but it is to be feared
It augurs sadly for the cookery of the
future, and that dyspepsia will still re-
main a citizen of our great Republic.



