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TEMPLE LECTURE.

History of the Protestant Reform-
atlon and the Hestoration
ot the Gospel.

[DEIIVERED IN THE LOGAN TEMPI&
FRE. 22, 1889 FREPAEKD BY ELDER
Jahtd A. EEISHMAN. |
In our leciure of June 4th, 1887, we

closed whib the establishment of

Popery in the year A. ID., 604.

It is not our purpgae to follow out
io detsil the fotricate growth of
. Papety, orto exputiate upon the voor-
mitles of its developmeut, by elabor-
ate reftrepce to the iviquities which
grew out of its administritions, fnr-
ther than will merely scrve our pur-
osa In Lae illustration of the subject
in hand.
1t is berond questiou that the Romen

Church st the perlod above named wis

destitute of the spirit zod form of the

church sestablished by Cbrist, Tois
may be easily ascertglned Dby &
companson of ihz two churches, as
elven in tbeir respective bhistories. Nor
does it appear ihut woy renewsl of the
religion of Jesus Corjst,us it was tougbt
by ﬁim and ills Apostles, touk place
at any period intervening between ihe
years (00 and the epoch of the Refor-
mation, nor even at tbattjme; heoce,
4Dy nssertion te the couirary must be
rejected by the stodent of history.
Tac conclusion 18 inevitabhle thal these
zpostute fathers went on'*hedping upto
themselves teachers Baving liching
ears, teachioz tor doctrine the com-
mandments ¢f men, hzving & form of
godliness but denyiog the potwger
thereof.”

The erroneous dogmas that grew up
under the patropage of the llomish
Uhurch became so inter woven in the so-
¢iaf structure of soclety, that every
avenue of spcial ke becume afected
by them. now follows, it order to
treat opon the leading dogmas sod
errors of the spostate courcb, 1hat the
reader ipay pole the sbuses, the ex-
travagaut foolishness, the wroogs and
wlckerdness tbat obtained under the
name of rellgion, .lostered by this
domivant and wilitant church and was
- jmposcd witnh a heavy hapd upona
laree portion of mankiod.

Mosheim ioforms us of the time of
which we now trest thas, **vothing can
equal the jgnorance and darkoess thet
reigned in this (the seveuth) cen-
the most impiretial and uccurate
account of%whicl: wll} appesat incredi-
hle to those who gre upacquainted with
the knewledge of this barbarous
period.” *1n this barbir-
ous ega, religioa lay explring under o
motley and anenvions beap of

SUPERSTITIOUS INVENTIONS,

and had neitber the courage por the
force to raise ber bead or to display
her native charms to a darkened and
deladed world, In the earlier periods
of the church, the Christian worship
was conficed to the one Supreme God.
avd His Son Jesus Christ; bat the
Christisng of this centary meltipiled
the objeet of thelr devotion, and paid
bomage to the remalos of the troel
cross, to the image of the saiots snd
to hooes, whose real owaers were ex-
tremely dubious.”

The relizious festivals which bad al-
ready existed inthe churck were great-
ly anzmented daring this peried. I,aws
were passed makog the oburches
plages of refuze to all who sousht pro-
tection and offering au immauity from
respongibility for the most unoridled
crime, and afording luduizences of the
most flagrant character. Churches
were embellished, with pompous sod
magnificent orpaments, and no palus
and means were.spared to make grapd
dlaplays of ostentatious beneficence,
1t must be remembered that potwithe
standing that the bisliops of &ne had
become the sole bishops an®*pontiffs
‘of_the ghyrof, they were far from uni-
fying it, apd muintaining harmony
;{;rqughout Ch_ris%endom,j and 1his, it
appesrs, was due in a large measure to
their own doings a8 each succeeding
;ll!ontif; pigrhaps from {fastifionsness

eemife’ it his duty to introdupe some
extrayagange or
Q h}s Igncy, brih 1 !
dlsccr]ine and doptriees as to materi-
a l{ ifer-from his predogessor, which

glorgily prodoced in the minds of
ose inclined to be staid in their
ehurch ritugls, a feeling of uneasigess
aod djssatistaction. And while the
Roman sect was steadfastly gaining
ower and stréngth in a religious doc-
rine, it alse exercised jis dominion
adroilly to gaio a temporg as_t_:gndency.
which jt evcatnally accomplished not-
withstanding the  .effortd employed
againat it. I

The silly drollery of spriekling,
masses and beils as a religlong cere-
mony Iln these thnes with t.l,*e high
estiqpate pliced updp '

JMAGE AND RELIC WORSHIP

fhﬂ“’ what little appreciatiox was felt
or the true aud divine \_\'orshil;‘) that
was instituted oy the Savier. To the
arefyl student of hiatory the spectacle
erewith presented sapfgesis how
readily the mind begoming darkeped
ihe heart mav loge the most precious
tryths of heaveqn, and msanls worship
tyrn to hero and relic worship.
or at an early date the loveand af-
fection which the early Cbristiens en-
terigineq for ome another induced
them to obtain same relic, or memen-
to from the property or remaios of
their martyred brethren and sisters by
which to cherish their memory. In
this way grew up an idoletrous wor-
ship of images and relics which prac-
tice becoming crystallized into Roman-
isti rltnal3a, nltimstely became Ao c%-

fromi sQme creature
g 1n suehchanges in

| asid centuries rolled om. 'Pac ag

{cessive 58 to give disygust to those who
possesged- the lenst spark of love for
zepnioe and God-fearing worship.
Thu whole stream of the histury of
the charch in the cigbth ceutory shows
1 atesdy wrowtl of tne apostate church
ln poswer, v increase of error Je gun-
evdal, antt 1 marked corroption lu the
lives of the clergzy of 1he cast aud west,
they ahendoulng themselves to their

puszlons without moderation. or re- |

atraint. .|
ROMIST TEMPORAL POWKL
Tie See of Rome not contens with
ecclesiastical dominion aimed at tem-
poral power, antt accordjogly In the
yezr 756 the Blanop of Rome was raised
to uhe rank ot 2 temporal prigce. This

extension of power geve rise to gy ar- |

H

rogant claim of the See of Ityme to
regulate sad dictate the consciences
of its sublects. The religion Qf this
period wae 2 motley roand of eXternal
rites and ceremomnies. JYiscord rap
highio the churches of Spailn, 'rance
and Germany, 2nd endlesa cootrover-
sies existed amongthe bishops con-
cerning the ytatua and identity of the
thz Savipr, a gquestion wiich the
Cuuncil of Nice vad disposed of mapy
bhuddred years previons.

Much difficulty existed in regard to
the worship of images among the peo-
ple. Sowme viere desirous ol its ano-
tition, while others, specially amoug
e cleryey, were ia favor of its con-
tinuance, and, in fact, of i1s establisn-
ment by luw. Chatlesmagoe, the Km-
puroyr of the Haly Empire of the west,
labored hard apainat this idolutry, Dt
withiout soccess. While he was ar-
dently attacbed Lo the Romen See, he
may be ¢lussed among rhe carly re-
foriners who strove nasuccessfully
aralnst a prectice which appeared o
L?Em to be peroictous and anchris-
tian.

Durloz the rcige of this illustrious
mosarch,under whose auspices Christ-
junity was established among tke {luns
Saxons, Frieslanders, and other un-,
volightened nations, notwithstundiog
bis endeavors to raise np his fetlow
may to a koowicdge of Christ aod
Christjanity, his

PIETY WAS MIXED WITH VIOLENCE,
and his spiritnal conquests were made

i by the force of srms, which detractzad

much frow the prestige of hi1s exploits,
apd points to the low estimete that
was pleiced upob the precepts of the
Savior. 1t was deemed u justiflable
gct to copvert the hesthen and barbar-

fun to Christianity with the sword.

| Such conversions were but in keeping

with the fulse and perverted character
of the systemn to which they became
converts,
mere nnd more corrupted as the years
e
sive and invidions policy of the b:‘z’nho-
lic Chuoreh to agyrandize itself ou the
‘expense of Christendom 1s apparent
‘upon the puges of history,

The Roman pontifis thiough tihe
connivioce of the princes, (boing him-
seff u wemporal pricce es well as the
nead of the Choreh,) resorted to all
tbe cbicanery generally nsed in these
times by ruelers to extend his jurjedic
tion and render the satne secure. The
obsequionsness of the masses to the
Inflnences of the church rendered it an
eagy matter to build upon their super-
gtitfeus cupidity. listorigng ioform
us that in the beglpning of the tenin
century Christianity was in n deplo:-
able condition, as weas zlso the staie ol
letters and pbilosephy, the arts teing

totaily mnegleclted and the  sci-
epces  exXpiring for *want of
attention and eancouragement. It is

said thatthe ‘'philosophy of the Latina
extended wo further than the siugle
science of logictor dlelectics, which
tiey looked npon 68 the snm and sub-
staacc of all tuman wisdom.”

As might well be expected iucon-
sideration of the general darkncss and
superstition of this cenfury, the simple
and cardinal priacirles of the mospel
were perverteéd, and completely ob-
scured with 4 traiz of falsa opinlons
| and foolish fancies. Both Greek and
Latin replaced the essence and life of
religion with the worship of jmages
and departed ssjuts, 1t is said that
‘‘gearcely did any Christign dare to
approgeh the throne of (God without
rendering first the saints and imzges
propitious’by & s,ql‘emn.round of expi-
atnry rités and lastrations.’t

Bellarmin, an histotian, speaging of
these times pavs: *In’ the west and
almost 2]l the world over taith tailed,
and there was no fear of Jod among
them.  Justice 'was perished from
amony, men, and violence prevailing
againsl e%u!iy'governed the nations,
¥raud, deceit and the arts of cozepape
were grown yniverszl. All kinds of
virtue gaye way 49 a uselesd thing, and
wickedness suppliod its blzce. The
world seemed to be declinlog apace
towerds its évening, add tHe second
comjng ,of the Son 'of Man to draw
nedr; tor the love was grownecold, und
faith was fiot found on the&drth. All
things were in confnsion, and
looked as if " it wounid return to its old
chaos. All sorta of fornlcation were
commiited with the same Ireedom as
if they bad 'been lawful actjonms, for
men neitser blushed at them, nor were
puaished for them. ot did the clergr
liva_ better than the‘peopie, for the
bishope were grown meglizent of the
duaty of thejr é)lnce. etec. In a word,
men I3t themeeives headlong 1nto ell
vices, and al] flesh had corrupted its
WA,

Citation after citation might be given
to show the proportions to which the
apostate chygeh had grown in false
doctrine au‘nmully and shoming-
tion in high SMces, Irom the Pope to
the poor priest who officiated at tae
confesgioual, the ascetic monk in his
cell, or the bhare-footed #riar that
!'begged Lils meal from door to dooy.

Christianity was becomlng |

e world"

THE DESERET NEZWS

[] .
THE DOCTRINE OF TRANSUBSTANTIA-
TION,
which mesps thet when the cocharlat
Is consecrated by the priest it is
torned into the body or real presence
of whe Bavior; was first lutroduced g8
4 doctrioe at the Council of Constanti-
zople A. D, 7d, 2ed eniatzed upon by
the second Council of Nice in the year
87, to mean that after consecration 1t
wus properly tbe body and blood ol
Ubrist. Taols doctrine was solemniy
cogtirmed by Inovcent the ‘Third aboat
toe yeav lit, and was required by
| the court ot liome to be ackuowledged
by ull men. As mizht have been ex-
pected, this aosurd dogms ia s -
troduciion et with great opposition
from oumbera of the clergy and luity,
but afier 4 lapse of years it was gen-
erally believed. The fooaiish apd ex-
iravagant jdews which the popes of
Rome enterwwined respecting  lhe
transformation of the cocharist after|
| copsecration mav be sven from 1he
statement of [Pope Urpban., “'The
nands of the pounuff are raised to an
eminence uranted to nove of - the
angels. of crealing God the creator of
alithiogs, und of offertny Him up for
the salvation Of the whole world.”
. - . ‘“‘He tnat created me,”” says
the cardinal, *'gave me, if it be lawins
to tell, to crcate myself.”” Such a
doctrioe 83 the foregoiny could only
giianale from minds eushrouded in
darkness ans debas=d to & degree akin
to beathenism. lis sacrilizious charac-
er surpassed blasphemy and braught
the idea of Delty itaelf into cou- |
tempt, and yet;such a doctrine was
neld by the repoted bewd of the
Chureh of Christ, who urrogzted to
be 1the vicercrent of (jod wpon
earth, The communion scrvice, or
the ceremany ot the comsecrition eod
oblation of the nost or cucharist was
ai8o knowu as the service of high or
low muss, low mass when the cunse-
cration was spokuen, high mess when it
was suog or chaated, Usually the
latter mode wad attended with pgreat
pomp sud solemnity.

TUE DOCTRINE OV INDULGENCES

had its origin in the theory of an in-
terinediate stale ot the soul, in which
slate, named purgatory, ine jodul-
gzence 0f the pope or priest was effect-
ui]l in the emancipation ol ali who
were grauted sucn forgiveness or fu-
dolzence. L his was a doctrine of the
most pernicious character, snd was
carriea to such lengths as to cowplete-
Iy expose the vile inwardpess of the
Ioman Sce and the corruption of the
Homan Choreh, It may be proper e
state that isplated individoals and
even organized secls Were o existence
at und prior Lo these days of perversity
who decried these abuses; bulb their
mfluence fu the wldst of such Geose
1ignorance upd Ineifference, scarcely
mede 40 impressiov upon e Sweep-
iy tde of curruption.

We are pow treading upon the thres-
Lold of the leforiaacion swhich ook
a tungibic shape in the latter part ot
ibe 13tn century, in the izpors uf Peter
Waldo, & ricn merchunt «f Lyoos,
Fravce. AMuch lmportacce is attacoed
Ly many Capstizus 10 the particolar
part be performed io his time, woany
10pposiug that through the Waldenscs
was preserved to modern Christizoity
its pure prierciples and the truc re-
mauius of tue priestiood left npos Lhe
jeurih by the Savior.

ORIGIN O TILE YAUDOIS CUURCH.

Drlore the days of Waldo there had
existed fn the valieys of Piedmont a
relislons people called the Cathari
wha, in loe cleventh .¢epliry, came-
from Bulgfariz into Italy. They were
the Porimpg of that time, and were
known by the names of Gazari Pauli-
cznd, or Publicans, Petrobrussians,
etc. Milner informs us that they were
accused of Mapecheism, imbibing the
doctrined of the sect of that name.
This sect, he gays, first arese in Per-
sia early as she year 230 A, D.; and,
tnonghopposed to the Catholic’'Church,
% was fonnd upon a critical examina-
tion of ‘their tenets of taith, which re-
‘fected the (ld Testament, to be bat
agother outgrowth und admixture of
Paganism ang so tergied Christizpiiy.
Aithough much persecuted by the
Roman Church the sect survived, and
apout the'year emerged from ob-
scurity from Ituly and spresd into
othet conntries. [t is also certain that
the inhabitants of Piedmont were
kpoown a8 the Vaudols or Vallenses.
Milner io Chapter 1 (thirteenth cen-
tury) inforins us that **A mistzke from
simiarity ©f names, gné‘ that Peter
Waide was thg founder of these
churches. For the name Vallenses be-
ing easily changed into Waidenses the
? Romanish Improved thig very easy and
netural’ mistake into an argyment
‘against the antiquity of these churches,
and dented that they hac 5oy existence
till the appeardnce of Waldo.””

In the “Handbook to all Religions”
weflnd the btatement, that many dis-
putes’'and endless questions have been
raised abont the connection between
the Vandoig ot Pledmonot 2nd the
Waldenses of Sonthern France—about
the origin of the name, 1t§ meanjng
also, and abeut the qn%i ity of the
people 0 whoin i bas been applied.
Some coatend that ag a denomination,
gect or church, the Waldenses date
from the thine and origipated in the la-
bors'of Peter Waldo, ol Lyons, about
the yeer 1160. The same aytaor further
states that "bpere can he no doubt,
however, that'the Waldenses did not
derive the views of divine truth which
they held from Peter Waldo.” The
various names, including the Albigen-
]ses. which had its origin from a city in
France called Albi, it is evident from
| history, applied to different commu-
nliles of people, having & somewhat

. slmilarity of religlous views, It1s al-
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s0 evident that the views of Waldo
sfllilated with those of the peoples we
bave meotioned; and as his following
persecution was raised
gvalnst them, 2ud many were obliged

locreased,

L0 gwek reluge io the valleys of Pled-
mont, in commou with wthers who fled
[ram the haonds of persecuiion else-

{ where, for differing witn the Roman
church, eventualiy ali the bheretics and

nporthodox belng koown by the genet
ral pame of *Wauldenses.'y |

It matters but little for out purpose
whether the name of Waldenses or
Voudois was derived trom Peter Waldo

or from the term '"‘dwellers of the
vellesa,'” ar otherwise, it being more
to our purpose o determine the status
of the aprient Inhabitanfs of Pledmnont
to the days of Waldo with respect to
the purity of

TINELR DOCTRINAL VIEWS.

Upon a close exeminstion oY the creeds
and tenets of the various bodies jn-
habitinr Piedmont and elsewhere
called by the dijYerent pames above
ziven, they cre found to contuin idess
foreign to the Gospel of Jesus Chhist.
Lo regzard to.the example and plety of
the Wuldenses 28 algo the views which
they eotertained in the pertod under
conRrideration, as agolnst the zbuses of
the Roman Church, there is muoch to
wdmire. J{ the antagouism of the Ro-
man See of those times is any part of
virtoe in those antazonized, tbere
is suitlnient evidence in the annpaly of
history te show that they were an ex-
cellent people,for it is sald that during
3 period of three hundred years three
aud a half millions of Waldenses were
put to deatb,bestdes the untold misery
and ¢ruelty heaped uwpon those who
escaped death. But with repect to
the claims of this people #s belog the
happy possessors of the relizion of
Jesus Christ, even if this be copceded,
it is morally certain tiaat whalever
distinctive featnres they held they

ultimately abandoned; for in the
year 15, the VYaundols identified
themselves swith other Protestant

bodies and accepted the confession of
.\Gugsburg. This, however, does not
28 without saying that moch good i3
to be found in this confession as is
doubtless the case with ail the others,
each possessiug a fragmentary portion
of the religion of Chrlst. But {1 cap-

not be deduced from all that can be "

learned of this pueulizr people that
thev had the sawme church orgavization
and observed the same ordinances,that
wasg in existence and practiced ia the
days o! the-Apostles. Though this
much can be sz2id to their credit, that
they hald the fandalental 1deas npon
which wus bullt the Protestant Re-
formation. It fs said *‘that this tkpew
off the authority of the PoPe and the
Romanish bishops generzlly. < -
They asserted the rizht of laymen to
preach; they refused to pay tithed
they protested suainst the tempomi
power of the clePgy, aond sbelished
much of the ritusl in baptism. They
denied that i3 the ueburist, any tean.
substantiation took place in the hands
of the priests. They opposed ull alms,
masses, fasts and prayers for the
faithiu] departed, 25 nseless. They
opposedithe use of the cross, images
any ornaments in churches, the cere-
wmonies of Candlgmas and fakn Sun-
day; sail benedictions, dedications,
etc.; io fact, all traditions end eccle-
slastical custows not expressly con-
tained j,ll] sgripture.” I is evident
from the history of this singular peo-
pie, ihat they were jmbued with a
relormatton spirit, and u well settled
opposition to the Catholic Churchiand
they may properly be ranked

THKE FIRST AMONG THBYE HARLY
EREORMEES.

Peter Waldo being a man of wealth
and in#nence. when he attacked the
vices and corruptions of the Roman
See and the fallacy of the doctrine of
transubstantiation and advsneed bet-
ter and higher conceptions of the Gos-
pel of Ghrist ag drawn from the study
of the Holy Scriptures, naturally at-
trzcted the-attention .of the .Roman
Chuarea, and csfpecmlly the Archbishop
of Lyond who forbade him preaching
and teaching any more on painof ex-
commanication and punishment &8ss
neretic. Waldo replied to him that
thaugzh he was oply a layman, he -felt
that he could not be silent upoo a mat-
ter that was of sueh importsnce and
which concerned the salvation of men,

(b0 this reply the Archbishop endes-
-vored to apprehend him.

Waldo,bow-
ever, &ad such a hold npaa the affec-
tions of his friends spd relations who
were menof higk rank, wble sach
npiversal esteem was paid to hls plety
and prrity of life, that he lived con-
cexled among them for the spage of
three yeara. Pope Alexander hearing
of his strictores of the popedom, an-
athematized " bim and commanded the
Archbishop to procesd against hir with
the utmost rigor. Wealdo was obliged
to Jeave Lyons, and retired into Duu
phiny preaching as he went where
racticable. From there he went to
lccardy. Milger informs ns that
‘‘success attedded his laborss and the
doctrines which he preached sppearing
tohsrmonize with §hose of the Yaudois
(or Waldenses), with reason they and
his é)eople were henceforward consid-
cred ag the same.’” He eventually fled
to Germany, and at last settled in Bo-
hemis and tuere dogbtless sowed the
seeda of Proteatantism that afterwards
breught forth fruit in the events to
which we shall hereafter refer. Itis
sald that there he ended his daysin or
about the year 1169,
+ As we have now ehtered Qpon

TEE PERIOD OF THE REFORMATION,
it may be

comprehengme neceasity of a refor-

matlon to refer to the relfglous, soelal

roper in order fully to

—— ]

and_ political .condition of 'Western
Christendem at the time 00W utader
consideration,

Itis a well known fact that Western
Chkristendom was 3 vast ecclesiastics)
empire with Rome as 118 capiial, st
the Pope of Home the head. Nurope
was divided into ecclesinstical prov.
fuces, at the head of which. was ua
archbishop. Each province wag dj-
vided into dioceses, with bishops over
| then; each diocese iuto parisihes, eaeh
witb 1t8 parish priest. ln sddition 1
the narochia] clergy there werc alsy
different orders of monks, ibe
1wo chiefs of which were the rival
Dominican and Aoeustiniao orders. lo
nearly all tbe ¢ities and towns 1Dere
were obe, two or half 4 dozen monys-
teries and cloisters. S0 nomerons
had the mooks DBecome thut they o
swatmed everywhere, and o~ become,
by the ¢specisl faver and iattentlon of
the Pope, more potent i many ways
than the local clergy.

Tpe foilowing taken from the BSoug
of Friar Tuzk, io Ivanhoe, will ssow
what great bold tbis order of friars
e\'lexa';ua]ly obtained upon the public
minda : -

The frinr has walked out, and where'er o

has gone N .
The Iand nud its fainess is marked for his
awie
Ilg cun warin where he lists, he can siop
wlien he tires, -
For every man’s house is the harefooted
Lijar's,

Tle's expected at npou, and no wight (ill he ’

May profune the great chiair and the pov.
ridge of plums,
For the hest of the fare, and tho sealbhy the

re
1e th;a undenjed right of the barefooled
TiRr,

He's expected at night, and ithe pastry's
mnde Qot; H

They broach ihe brown Ale, and they Lll
the daclk pots

And tie"good wilfe wou
mun in the mire

Ere lnl: ‘;acl:cd a suft piliow, the barefooled
riar. 1

Id wish her go'od

Long fodrish the sandal, the cord and 1o |
cape,

The dread of the devil and trust of the !'oEe ,

For 1o gather lite's roses, uusennthed by *

the briar,

Is granted alone to the barclooted friar.

‘Thus as may be seeu cn ecclesiastic-
al network extended over Kurope, alt
the threads of which were drawn to-
wards Rome and held in the hands nt
the Pope end his cardinels, The pris st
and the monk had become to & znial
exteut derelict in their duties;-and ! ad
grown insoient toswerd the people, sud
consequently unpopuler. Toe stesdy
opposition of the wWaldenses and lue
short and decisive carecr of Peter ¢
Waldo, aroused to some degree the
vigilance of the Sue of Rome, who, 8l
the instance of Ht. Francis, about the
year 110, instituted ihe orde: Known
43 the Fraociscans or Mendlcant
Friars, aiterwards -0 nomerons
tbroughout Europe.,  * .t
These seized wpon the neglected op-
portunities of the mooks und priests,
and so made themaelves masiers of the |
situetion. In retarn lor their self-
denyipg and laborions services, they
asked only such alms as tbe people had
to pive; while by the vows of their
order they were precluded from bold-
log property 1n the sofl, At the
appearauce of the Iriars with
most pretentious solicitations for?
the spiritual and temporal interests
ui the people, they were hailed with
delight 48 popular saviers from tne :
extortion znd_cuopldity of the priests
ind monks. Bat it required only a.’
short time to prove that they brooght
with them worse evil than tnat which
they came to alleviate. 1tis said that
the wonasteries and even the Yatjcan’
had become i

THE LAZAT WOUSES OF CHRISTENDOM.

M. H. C, Corant, 1n his history of the
translation of the Holy Hcriptures,
3a¥s; ‘‘The wealth of the lingliahy
monks almost passes belief. Duaringg
the eleventh and twelith centuries thes
endowments of monasteries was aj
mania in christendom. Lands, build
ings, precious stones, gold and silver;
were lavished upon them with an uns
sparing prodigality. They understood;
to perfection all the traditional ma-y
chlnery of the church for extractin
money from high and low, The exhi-=;
| bition of relics, the periormances ofy
-miracles, aud above all the sale ol
iodulgences, and of masses for the?
depd, formed anopen siulce tnrougli;
which 8 steady golden stream poureds
‘into teé monastic tressury,’’ and;
when required, into the cofiers of thegy
Roman See. The particalar and spe-
cific duties performed by the meas:
dicant friars were befitting the cause:
they represented. They were for ever!
insinuating themselves into every per-j
son’s bnsTuess, heving an eye to the;
meintenance aud -perpetuation ol
popery and the methods adopted bys
it to feed and fatten the See of Rome. #
The sutheress before named men-;
tions in her history, in relation to the:
mendicant aorder, that *‘it was the mosti
successtul blow which cver had been;
struck by the Papacy. Hithertothey
relation between the clergy and peoples
-bad been such as to allow & wholesome,
dislike of the priestuood, The faunlta;
of superiors and oppressors are easily.
discereed by those on whom they:
trample; and it might be hoped that ind
time the common mind would rise:
above the delusions of & system whose;
temporal bondage was so hard to bear,:
But under this new form it wormed!
itsels into the very heart of the peo le.i
1t fell in with all their prejudices, Hat-
tered their vanity, vulgarized reuzlonf;
to thelr tastes, cheapened it to the f
means and bound them heart and so)
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