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It ig a very inspiring sight to behold
the numerous faces which confront me

and those sitting upon this stand this af-

ternoon. 1 am pleased to see so many as-
sembled at this ¢onference meeting,and 1
trust tliat all may enjoy the portion of the
good spirit which is' needful, that we
may be profited by our coming t_ogeth_er.
I would gladly, i permitted, sit during
the remainder ©of the meeting, and
listen to others talk; but, being here,
and the brethreft feeiing that i should
saya few words, [ do mnot desire to
shrink from -8ty duty. We hdve bad
Some excellent instructions today, and 1
understand that you had extellent meet-
ings here yesterday. I was p]eased_ to
hear that the people of this Stake of Zion
turned out to their Saturday conference
meetings as 1 understand they did yes-
1terdav. It is a good sign.

Reference was made this morning, by
one ot the brethren, to the subject of
Church discipline. He, of course,
touched it very lightly. [ desire to say
a few words upon that subject, and 1
presume I shaill touch it very lightly,
too. There is one thing I desire to im-
pPress upon the minds of the Latter-day

aints in relationt to Church discipline,
and that is this: there is nothing in the
discipline of the Church which is calcu-
lated to dwarf or stultify any man or
woman. There is nothing in it that any
man or woman need to be ashamed ol.
We need not speak of it with mealy
mouth, or with trepidation, or fear, be.
cause it is a legitimate subject upon
wkhich to speak to the Latter-qday Saints,
to reflect upon and totalk about,and one
tbat should be understood by the Lat-
ler-day Saints. . ,

It is irequently said that order is the
first law ot heaven. 1 wish to put this
in a different light. QOrder in the
Church is the result of obedience to the
laws of God and to the discipline which
He ha; establi;hed among men. My
opinion is that obedience, which one o1
the ancient prophets said was ‘'petter
than sacrifice,’’ 1s the first law of heaven
—Iif there can be any law called tne
first or above ail others  Without obed-
ience there can be no order, no discip-
line, no government. The will ot God
cannot be done, either in the heavens or
on the earth, except men wiil obey the
will of the Father. And when men
obey the will of the Father, order is the
result, Confusion ceases, and peace is
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made to prevail, when nien yield obed-
ience to the requirements of the Father,
or to the laws of God. Discipline is
that practice which is necessary to bring
men and women into an understanding
of the laws and requirements ol God;
or, it is that condition which will exist
when men understand the laws ot God
and yield obedience to them.

One of the principles ot the Gospel
of Christ requires ihat a man or a
woman shall believe in the Father and
the Son; and unless men will believe
-and confess that they do believe in the
‘Father and in the Son, it wouid be
‘highly improper for the constituted au-
thorities of the Church to admit them
to membership therein. The 'discipline
of the Church requires that a man shall
believe in God, and in Jesus Christ, and
also that he shall repent of his sins,
before he can be admitted into fellow-
ship in the Church. We would think it

"highly improper to admit a man into the
'Cnurch by baptism who declared by his

words or by his acts that he did not be-
lieve, and that he would not repent ot
his sins, A man must show proofs ot
repentance and a desire to forsake his
sins before he can be admitted to mem-
bership in the Church. This is a part
of our discipling, and it is proper, con-
s stent and essential. Indeed, no manor
woman canu be admitted into the foid of
Christ without faith in Chnist and re-
pentance of sin. None ot us will ques-
tion the rightiulness of this discipline of
the Church. None of us will dispute
thre necessity of it. It is self-evident to
all. It must be so, orthe Church would
be composed ot non-believers, and noa-
comlormists to the doctrine ot Christ.

When a member of the Fourth ward
of Provo desires to move out of that
ward into the First ward, what does the
discipiine of the Church require of him
in order that he may properly takea
change of membersuip from the one
ward to the other? There is a ruie of dis-
cipline in the Church 1n reiation to this
simple matter; and it it be not observed,
the member of the Fourth ward remov-
ing into tine Fiurst wili by that simple
act lose the recognition uf his member-
ship n the Church. And if by so
simple an act as this a man may jeopar-
dize his standing in the Church,how much
more necessary is it that there should be
strict discipline in the Church in rela-
tion to the higher duties and functions
of members of the Cnurch? [t 15 an
established rule in the Church, and the
discipline of the Church requires tnat a
member of the Fourth waru desiring to
remove to the First ward shall make
application to the Bishop of the Fourth
ward and shal say to lum in effect:
‘‘Bishop, I have determined to move
out ol tiws ward, and my purpose is

now to settle in the First ward, and 1

desire from you a letter of recommenda-
tion, that ] can carry with me, certilving
that ] am a member of the Church, in
good [ellowship in the Fourth ward, so
that I may be eqtitled to be received as
a'member of the Church, in good stand-
ing. in the ward to which 1 shall re-
move.” The Bishop of the Fourth
ward, agreeable to his request, issues a
ietter of standing to him, certifying that
he and his family are members of the
Churcb, in good standing, in his ward,
and as such he recommends them to the
confidence and fellowship of any ward
that they may desire to join.

Now, no man is exempt from this djs-
cipline of the Church. No man can
override this rule and still be regarded
asa member in good standing. The
moment a man undertakes to take the
bit in his own nouth and say, *“I will not
ask my Bishop for a letter of standing; I
will move to where I please, and claim
standing iu the Church wherever I please
1o locate,”” that nmioment he becomes
nsubordinate and certainly could not be
regarded as a member in good standing
or as a type of good membership in the
Church. Furthermore, it a man should
do such a thing as that, whether he be
only a lay member of the Church or an
Elder,-or a High Priest, or an Apostle,
or a President, the Bishop of the ward
to which he moves and where he claims
tellowship, if he dues his duty, will say
to that man, no matter what position he
may occupy in the Church, that he must
bring a letter of standing in the Church
from the Bishop of the ward where he
did reside, so that it may be pre-
sented to the people of his ward and be
acted upon by them. If the man shoutd
refuse to do this, his standing in the
Church would be precarious and doubt-
ful. He would not be entitled 1o claim
the rights and privileges of membership
in the ward to which he removed; he
would come there as a stranger. He
would cume there possibly with the rep -
utalion of having belonged to tne
Church, but withont 1he credentials,
without the written evidence which is
necessary for all members of the Church
to take with them when they remove
from one place to anotaer.

This is the recognized duty of all mem-
bers in the Church. We are all familjar
wuh_ this, and we say it is right, and es-
sential. If it were not so, John Brown
of tne First ward, might commit some

[ wrong for which he would be cut off the

Church, and finding that he had forfeited
his standing in the First ward, in order
to get back into the Church apgain he
would remove from the First ward into
the Fourth ward, and enter at gnce upon
his membership tiere, they, of course
not knowing that he had bsen cut off the
Chureh, I have known of some such
things as that having been done when



