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DISCOURSE

iredered at the utah stake confer
ence provo sunday april

g 1896 by

JOSJOSEPHEPH PF SMITHSMITA
I1

OPTED BY arthure WINTER

I1 a very inspiring sight to behold
onerousdrous faces which confront toeine

those sitting upon this stand this af
dpna I1 am pleased to see so many as
biedbd at his conference mkmeetingting arid I1
jabatadallallmay oy the portion of the
d spirit which is needful that we
fie profitedtrofi ted by buraur coming together
uld gladly if permitted sit durinduring

4 iLimaremainderinder oiof the meeting and
to others talk but being here

stoStheie brethren feeling thailthat I1 should
ir fefew words I1 do not desire to

ink fromrom anyaily duty we have nadbad
fe7 wicexcellentellent today and I1

lehitand thatthai you had excellent meet
I1 nere yesterday I1 was pleased to

1 t the people of this stake of
id tutout ta their saturday conference
ans as I1 understand they did yes
ly ititisis a abod sign
Jfe nceence was made this morning by

f thee brethren to the subject of

W discipline he of course
ledaitit very lightly 1 I desire to sasay
f wordscords upon that subject and I1
thel shall touch it verylery lightly
there isonebisone thing I1 desire to im

t upon the minds of the latter day
inin
11 relation to church discipline

hatt is this there is nothing in the
ahbeme of the church which is calca
ftto dwarf or stultify any man or

jain there is nothing in it that any
J okof woman need to be ashamed of
fi need not of it with mealy

h or with trepidation or fear be
eitat is a legitimate subject upon

wt to speak to the latter day saints
upon and totals about and one

uld be understood by the lat
day saint
Us frequently said that order is the

aw otof heaven I1 wishmish to put this
LA different light order in the

larh is thee resulteaul t of obedience to the
god and to the discipline which

kam established among men my
a is that obedience which one otof

lacient prophets said was oetterbetter
sacrifice 21 is the first law of heaven

feferezankere call be any law called the
itoiz above ail others without obed
othereOB here can be no order no

apio therillthe will ot god
bedonebe done either in abe heavens or

00taro except men will eytheobvb
ahe ifather and when men

bartterFart ter be
confusion ceases andand peace is

made to prevail when monmen yield obed
bence to the requirements of the father
or to the laws of god discipline is
thatthai practice which is necessary to bring
men and women into an understanding
of the laws and rrequirementselquiremen ts of god
or it is that condition which will exist
when men understand the laws otof god
and yield obedience to them

one of the principles otof the gospel
of christ requires that a man or a
woman shall believe in the father and
the son and unless men will believe
and confess that they do believe in the
father and in the son it would be
highly improper for the constituted au-
thoritiesties of the church to admit them
to membership therein the discipline
of the church requires that a man shall
believe in god and in jesus christ and
also that he shall repent of hisN sinsins
before he can be admitted into fellow-
ship

e
in the church we would think it

highly improper to admit a man into the
church by baptism who declared by his
words or by his acts that he did not be-
lievelieve and that he would not repent of
his sins A man must show proofs ot
repentance and a desire to forsake his
sins before he can be admitted to mem-
bership in the church this is aparta part
of our discipline and it is proper con-
s stent and essential indeed no man or
woman can be admitted into the fold of
christ without faith in christ and re-
pentancepen tance of sin none otof us will ques-
tion the rightfulness of this discipline of
the church none of us will dispute
the necessity of it it is self evident to
all it must beaobe so ororthethe church would
be composedco otof non believers and non
conformistscomorcomformists to the doctrine otof christ

when a member of the fourth ward
of provo desires to move out of that
ward into the first ward what does the
discipline of the church require of him
in order that he may property take a
change of membermembershipsnip from the one
ward to the other there is a rule of dis-
cipline inin the church in relation to this
simple matter and itif it be not observed
the member of the fourth ward remov-
ing into trie first will by that simple
act lose the recognition orof his member-
ship in the church and if by so
simple an act as this a man may jeopar-
dize his standing in the churchlowChurch how much
more necessary is it that there should be
strict discipline in the church in rela-
tion to the higher duties and functions
of members of the church it is an
established rule in the church and the
discipline of the church requires that a
member of the fourth desiring to
riemore to the first ward shall make
applicationMp to the bishop of the fourthfourt1

sha I1 say to him in effect
Wt move I1

and my purpose i is
now to settle in the first ward and I1

desire from you a letter otof recommenda-
tion that I1 can carry with me certifying
that I1 am a member of the church in
good fellowship in the fourth ward so
that I1 may be entitled to be received as
a member of the charch in good stand
ing in the ward to which I1 shallshad re-
move the bishop of the fourth
ward agreeable to his request issues a
letter of standing to him certifying that
hebe and his family areare members of thithe
church in good standingding in bihis ward
and as such he recommends them to the
confidence and fellowship ofbf any ward
that they may desire to aiom

now no man is exempt from this dis-
cipline of the church no man can
override this rule and still be regarded
as a member in good standing themomentmomert a man ungerundertakestakes to take the
bit in his own mouth and say 1I will not
ask my bishop for ajster of standing I1
will movamove to where I1 please and claim
standing in the church wherever I1 please
to locate that moment he become

indand ceitacertainly could not be
regarded as a member in good standing
or as a type of good membership in the
church furthermore itif a man should
do such a thing as that whether he be
only a layjay member of the church or an
elder or a high priest or an apostle
or a presidentdeni the bishop of the ward
to which he moves and where he claims
fellowship if he does his duty will say
to that man no matter what position he
may occupy in the church that he must
bring a cetteiletter of standingin the church
from the bishop of the ward where he
didida reside so that it may be pre-
sented to the people of hhisi wawardrd aandnarebe k
acted upon by them if the man should
refuse to do this his standing in thechurch would be precarious and doubt-
ful he would not be entitled to claim
the rights and privileges of membership
in the ward to which hebe removed ikehe
would come there as a stranger hewould come there possibly wwithth the rep

of having belonged to theme
church but without theibe credentialscrede
without the written evidence which is
necessary for all members of the chuecachurca
to take with them when they remove
from one place to another i

this is the recognized duty of WIall mem
bers in the church we are all familiar
with this and we say it I1is rrightht andes tsent ial if it were not soLs johnofin0 browa
of the first ward might commit conwwrong for which he would be cut osolt therthechurch and finding apattnathejehadhad forfeited
his standing in the first ward in order
to get back into the jochurchfaircl fagaagainafi h
would ftobtfrom tiftthe flittfirst
t midand eteter at once jbf61

1 thheyI1
not knowingg thai h had b ada rift off ftCeraterah 31 hivie Mid lal amettaAmettcthings as that having been done when


