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WHO FAVORS REFORM

it is sometimes aoan advantage to look
back for a time and it tois better to seemoo

an acknowledge the starting point of
error and failure than to ignore either
that orcor the results which have fol-
lowed there may be times indeed
when the discovery thathat we have been
led or misled by personalversonal interest or
profit would be a lesson almost beyond
price

the present time is one which has
taxed the query of aaiawi suggested
things practical and impractical to
every thoughtful man at least particu-
larly asae a latter day saint who
originally gathered to this locality for
a revision and reversion of a thousand
thinksthings familiar to the gentile world

the indefatigable prea obine of the
doepel included the gathering at
least in spirit nafathering impfler herebere
jain the desert the promise of labor the
certainty of a home redemption from

and the opportunity ofpovertyoverty rearing
0 family in peace and righteousness
this was grand in theory and in some
directions it was grandly carried out
inID others we began well but gradually
receded aej almost denied principles
taught authoritatively for temporal

and today that man would
be bold indeed who would publicly
revert to and enforce ideas which were
of immense value to the mighty dead

need we apologize for alluding to
mercantile cc operation to its intent
to its success in partpan shall we tell
bow its genius has been decried how
itig bagbaa been denounced derided and
overthrown if the record ofcf settle-
ment after settlement were enrolled
would it not be found that prominent
men have been its bitter enemieseoe mies that
they have fought it worked against it
withdrawn their patronage from lieits
representative house unconscious all
theshe time apparentlyapparentlyofof the blessiblessingngitit
hatboo been that it hasbaa conserved al-
most everywhere the financial in
boresta of their local tradetrad
do we not know that this great in-
stitutionution is still officered by our re-
vered leaders an in the days of presi-
dent young and thathat its directors and
othersothera aream appointed sustained of that
authority and while little or noth-
ing of this may be said in public can
it not be easily seen that in proportion
m private and public defection has
grown unity cohesion and mutual
interest havebay declined we are re-
minded of a certain report made by a
proprominent northern citizen in the city

I1ballcioll1 herebore when the advocacy of co-
operativeaaI1 tivetive merchandise was general and
manybeany organization waswan formed presi-

dent young presiding at that meeting
bakedkod the gentleman referred to what
the prospect was in weber stake the
reply waswasVeryvery poor Why why

saidaid theghe president because every
manso interest was the other way 22

all the missionaries about had been
perhaps unconsciously selected from

thosebhoge engaged in business forthamfor them
selveselvea or others such advocacy was

of as heartless and as hunsucduj asan the preaching of the gospel
would be itif confined to wethe followers of
wesley or membersmember of any opposing
church

the original intent was to havebays one
or moromore buy for theshe people of this
territory or at least torfor those called

latter day saints to havehare one centralcentra
distributing point or more as change
might determine to have one or more
auxiliary branches in every settsettlementlemen t
owned by the people of that place forfoi
none of those to selleel for exorbitant
profit as had been done or frfirf r the
special advantage of any individual
and that while purchasing wa
to be regulated by homeborne supplies every
distributing outpost or store was also
to footerfoater local industry by creatingorea tinK a
reserve from the annual prontoprofits of theirheir
store to be used for home

if this program hadbad been fully carried
out the bum of business activity would
today have been general concentra-
tion would have been a colossal
force the multiplication of stores
drumdrummermere indebtedness failure and
bankruptcy would have been averted
there would have been more mercan-
tile honor and lobeleas of unfair compe-
tition more confidence and concen-
trationtration men would not have soldeold
themselves for anaim offered quarter of a
cent per yard or tonten cents on a dozen
of anything nor would they have
been despoiled of dollars in the ourcuc
ning endeavor to savelave a paltry cent

probably the bestbeat ability now in
bubness here and there would have
constituted an advisory board and in-
stead of trading as now on their own
account from nownew york to san fran
oisooin an indiscriminate and disinte-
grating way they could and might
have boonbeen the crecreatorsstore and supporters
f a business phalanx invincible

against all competition and really trr 0
undisputed financial and commercial
backbone of an unrivalled state

we mymay not be familiar as yet with
allail the details of the divine program
but it is utu t unlikely thatbat time will
demonstrate abiabbtt religious unity is but
Asaa the mirage of the desert unless
commercial financial social inoue
trialtrlalandand political unity and consolida-
tion come aa an inevitable result itif
the present is the outcome of the gospel
spirit alas for the labor sacrificeorificea
counsel and example of the trying
years gone balbj I1

A small modicum of reflection will
bring repudiation of this thought
even when observation marks the con-
tinued reproduction on a emailsocail but in-
creasing scale of the mandersman nere
methods and spirit of the world aiat
large the love of sell the love of
wealth the love of position coniti tuto
a trinity of power which needs the
correction of a fathersPatbers hand the im-
perious force of panic and hardbard times
to wake to a better and a grander
tbthoughtought

the now reading of a famous and
often quoted passage is this there-
fore not leaving the first principles

let us go on unto
perfection 11 interference by edu-
cation ito one of the cardinal
principles of the church MODmen
have to be corrected advisedadvie ed re-
strained encouraged and disciplined
but this tola difficult sayssave aa04
teacher embodies within himself obe-
dience to that which be inculcatesinculcate it I1is
hard for a man to preach that
which be fallsfaila to practice w b ethar this
be tithing honesty sabbath breaking
the word of wisdom or operationcooperationco
and not a few are powerless because
they have not been loyal to what they
have received in spirit or letter

probably even the mostmoss successful

phases of bustness success baybar aroused
the cupidity of thosehose who had meanmeana
every disgruntled stockholder could
always fiodfind a purepurchaserbaser and few took
that advice given by president young
who whon dark days fell upon Z C hl
I1 telegraphed from st ceorge
brethren do not sell your stock

some rejoice today because they lis-
tened to hisbis voice others are just as
full of borroworrow and regret because in a
moment of fear and depressiondepre eelon they
soldbold locally frfor too often have in-
vestors been urged to sell rather than
to retain

instances are quite rare where the
first great weaidea was allowed or en-
couragedcou raged to full development and of
those final failure should have but
suggested correction of a known evil
and rectification off like
method

oteoie thing toIs well known in businessbu
olalrorollep that is that many storesstore are
now flo because of their fealty
to and aid given by Z C M LI1 endand
othersother are conspicuous failures because
they ignored every sentiment of bualbusi-
ness gratitude nownew men perchance
swerved from their allegiance or old
ones crazed by competitive hunters
for patronage divided what little trade
they hadbad paid the rowcew creditors with
money due the old and sadly betrayed
their bestbeet interests to those who nutnot
for sympathy but from anxiety for
trade throwthrew out one bait after another
to secure it

president young urged the poodlepeople to
trade at least with their frionfriendsdILIS
modern methods claim as friends

from dan to beersheba those
who give them that credit which
they have forfeited at home
and it can be said without contradic-
tion that very few dealers now in
business would have been so had they
treated firms in omaha st lulslula
chicago and san francisco asan they
have treated that institution which
whatever its defects Is under the con
arol of men whom we shall sustain with
uplifted balad at the coming confer
onesence aas we have done in years gone
by

speech is silver and ellesilencenoo it
said iliais golden in these daysday of de-
generacygene racy we seem to prefer the

golden though all our interests or
many of them are bound up with
theotherthe other metal it may be our tongues
will be loosened soon and a better
appreciation of that which lorfor

years has had the endorsement of
at least our leaders may again have
the endorsement of priestspriest and people
everywhere in utah
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leaving Mar loops stake ooon the ath
of february atai 9 p mBwBrother
masser and myself left for bowie
miles thence per the uila valley
globe northern railway forthatcherforTha
St JoaephJoeeph Stake fifty miles bowie
this line of railway banbaa been built
sinceince our lastlaet visit
februarynary ath we were the favored

guests ofat our old friend president
laytonaytonJj the stake acad-

emy waswaa birot visited after which a
withwilb the board of education

waswaa holdheld
by previous arrangement friday


