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Cies of Southern Spain—Date-Culture ¢
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4 AV VY hag encompassed you, Away up
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down 1 ace of Lhe ¢ untry glems S0 gurgeously yellow that dess
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4 (ricad ]'W’\ “‘1 ‘ml. an | ogive  any Idea of their elfect wien
§ uibraiter e hted up by the sun and backed by
ara} erelal P | whe deep biue sky. Their variety of
e pe-presents | o J ful. T'he older trees
. regted gteep form 1s algo beaut | .
astle=cre grow afal; bul | erow perfectly straight, like Corlnthion
mousing appearen ! ves very | columns, with splendid caplials; others
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:, n closer acquaint S ‘ are buttressed up with little stone
agpolnting ¢ eut places I W8 Cos and beside them younger palms
y { the un vate deserts of | wica fn full youthful vigor, thousunds
dry a4 thos ni { people | upon thousands of them for miles
'\‘;.1 where, 1t 38 f“‘ JLurles around, The “male” tr es only have
ot {n course of cer ke | leaves, and the “females l{.,.x fruft
o oand blow away, HKE for there I8 distinet =ex in date palms,
L grim reaper has | e groit 1§y somewhat smaller  an
i, T pere, how= | Jess highly flavored than the Afriean
j from business S5 ttest, | date, but most people prefer them to
e two LIg cemeteries Attes || ranker varieties. AL any rate they
' i on the way from the yleld the Bleheans at lust eighty o
§ {geon-holed With | hinety thousand dollars every yeap—a
bely walls, P? yndred gens | third of It In leaves for palin Bundasy
hes, In Which @ ol \ filed | used all over Spain—-and in stalks to
¢ Allcantans have "'l{\, a | be blegsed by the priest, and stuck uy
B moldy  documents. except | In baleonles to ward off lighining, be
aF S egetatiun 18 Lo b€ Il\l meda, | iIng considered quite ag effective ag the
palmng ‘“.l"' (.:‘,.'“x pest rods ever made, You see a groat
reminds \"l‘“v‘uu o9, the | many of the male palms all swaddlid
wl sad | '”“.m“ oolored | In bandages, In order to blanch  the
fs, the desolate, B0 n see | leaves before cutting them for the ap
greiehing far as the ;, l“'\-h.,l'.', proaching palm-Sunday festivals, Now
dde—all gray I"l “\.. which | in January, the dates are being gath
puge, castle-troWiie ‘.|”‘|~ vt can | ered, by the clever little “"hortelanos,’
erhangs the ,.'_"711 ,;:;1\1 it |y rather | who ¢limb the
bl 0 dust-heap. But I 3 o ioh BRANCHLESS TRUNKS
ol "“'“':“'L‘. ‘q'\)l“l' works | llke cats or lizzards, a rope  being
¢ magle wand ”. ;,.:\“,.;‘“..vlnu its | passed around the tree and their waists
i JLI0 ors of saphive and [ ypon  which they rvest  their whol
4 X L or the nearby | weight in a horizontal position, lower-
seth) white armies of purple | jng their baskets when filled and ruis
‘M“" ' ing them again by a crude sort ot
fdowy AR ey o pulley, Deteclive palin-trees are sen
ROSY BPECTERS to the clgarette manufacturies of Ali
chasing each other, l cante, L0 serve as wrappers, 'l;) the
i salning supremacy, now | roadside, before every cottage door, are
gkt s quantities of dates In baskets, to which
ther apt of Alicante has wide nobody pays the gmallest titention
‘ ‘.'rf J],‘b which lead gradu- | The passer-by can eat as many as he
L 8l Il,_ {o the fine old castle | ykeg and stuff his pockets also; but
- Harbara which overtops the ( is expected to leave haif-penny or go
”;,M {ing with the evenhs | jp payment. To the credit of the Span-
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which employ several (b USANE | yover a gneak-thief,
ind algo to the faet that many Bleche, though the Roman Hlien, ig
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seliess ag those of Valencia ure ,M | humble, porada, where entertainment
auty, Perhaps the dryness of the 4 iy | for man and beast is decidely in favor
sphiere hag something to 40 W d I of the latter, It is an old saying, 'S
Ir greasy, -colored sking "(“, | BEleche and stay forever." The longer
stached upper s; for Nm. ,:'-.» \ yvou remain the more disinelined you
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of a noigy lNttle stream bordered witn
cactl, pomegranite bushes and rioting

nasturtiums; and gometimes out upon
| the desolate, gravelly plain beyond,
where the extreme clearness of the at

| mesphere makes distant objects appea
marvelously distinet, even to the vio
let-tinted mountaing on the horlzon,
From every point of view, Eleche re-
minds you of Jerusalem, with 18 flat
roofed casas, crumbling walls and
crowning mosque,

From BEleche to Murcla the road s
A mére track across the plain, so il
Tefined and strewn with rocks ana

boulders that you expect the dillgencia
to overturn at any minute, But nuth
ing gerlous happens, though the driver
hardly touches the lines. Sometimes
you reach the brink of an abandoned
gtone quarry and decide in your own
mind that further progress is impos
gible, or else that it Ig a case of “'vain
world, adieu;” but the coachman
shieg a stone or two at his horse's
tall, while commending them
to God and ecalling upon the
Saints and the Virgin Purlssima—uand
down you go somehow In  safety, to
scramble up again ag miraculougly o
the other gide,  The phlghway improve
A  you approach Oribuala--an ol
cathedral town, where all the good
looking girls are perambulating the
gtreets with fresh stuck behin!
their ears, and where the country round!
about 18 g0 exceedingly fertile that
a well known ppoverd says: Lluve o
no Hueve trigo in OMBuata”—rsin or no
rain, corn grows in Orihuala”
Murcia, though an important eity
und the capital of Ite provinee, 18 gel
dom visited by travelers, because |t
lfeg outeide the usual route; and hav-
ing little commerge, except with the
peasantry of ite fertile huerta, it retains
ancient costumes and customs  with
more than Spanish tenacity. 'There
fore the travelers aforesald make a
great mistake, The men wear
A TARTAN PLAID,
ltke tha* of a Scotch shepherd, only
much more brillant in color; while the
waomen delight in the brightest yellows
and gearlets, and  even the poorest
weave flowers Into thelr shining black
halr,  As you near the African coast
the costumes grew  more and mor
strange and Moorlsh, Hempen sandals
take the place of shoes, and efther the
legs are bare, or are covered with a
footless cotton stocking. In other dis-
tricts the male peasants wear very wlde

roses

calleo drawers, reaching to the knees
and much resembling the “dividel
skirt,” once es popular among Ameri
can lady bieyeligte, A close-fitting
Jacket, usually of velveteen and cavered

with gpangles and embroldery.goes with
the calleo drawers, and around th
walgt s tled the gaudiest sash, of
itk or calico,that the means of the man
CAn compass Murcia 18 in the midst
of a land of flowers, An elaborate and
device for Irrigating intro-
the old Moors, still prevalls
the consgequence g that the entire

ingenious
duced by
ind

FOR OLD AGE

To the'old, as to babies, the
even balance of health is more
important than anything else
in the world. The possible
health, in age, 18 not high and
strong, it is only even,

There is no end, but death,
to the trouble that comes of its
loss. It ought to be watched
like a baby's,

Scott's emulsion of cod-liver
oil for very old and very young
—indifferent ways—is the food
to secure this even health,
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ing xh» places for the men and lhn
men and In the one we stayved, it he
ng that of the sheikh, there was
partition dividing a portion oft Ior
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At night we were
gome Arabpantomimists, who belong to
this village, but who travel to othe
villages, The accompaniment was
kind of mandolin played fairly, and a

drum, The performance jtself consiste
mosgtly of a rde danecing favee of
extremely vulgar and gensuous nature
it was a strange crowd, sitting on tl
rround A we were, three Amerl
two Cauecasian horee goldiers who w
thare for our protection, our hor
man an Arab from the coast, an
forty or fifty Redouln Arabg,

INTELLIGENT CIRCASSIANS

Ag we often come across the Ch
siang, I will say a few words in regar
to them, a8 they scem to be the bright
et men we meet in this many people
land Physically they average taile
than the other races though not &
tall as the average western American
they are broad sghouldered and slin
waisted (this I8 guite a contrast to
some of the other nationalltles, as the
Armeniansg, for ingtance, among whon
even in the young women, very little of
a walst line is distinguizhable) and of
ten have blue eyes, They have village
in different parts of Turkey, havin;
emigrated aftep thely country wa
conquered by Russia, but many
them having thelr homes in  Russia
seek employment as goldiers of fortun
ete,, In Turkey and other lands
Quite a few of the professional robber
are also Clircassiang, Thelr headwear
i# a black wool cap and not the red foz
ind poor or rich, they all carry a dag
ger or sword, of which they think
great deal, and In many cases th
gwan are very ancient, ‘They ha
a custom of eelling thelr young
men to rich Turks as second clas
wives, and there 8 quite an amount of
Circassian blood among the highs
clnggos In Turkey,

One of the Clreassinn soldiers
us, a sergeant of gondarmes,

he could speak eleven langun

ang
¢

Frooms

1

with
cinimed

Res, and

ould read and write gome of them, a
his dutles were to examine the pass
ports of the natives, He epoke with
pride of hig pay, 14 a month, but out
f that he had to feed himself and his
horse., Hig pay also was In arrears five
months, as ig often the cage In Turk
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Continuing our eour
INg we reached Lake
of Merom of the

German Jewish ¢o)

JLONY!

#0 the next morn.
Huleh, the waters
Bible. Here the recent
y of Yesud Hama

'8 situated on the borders of the laks
The stone houses here with thefr re |
tlled reofs, and there being #ome plant.
ing of treea, was pleasing to look at

after the succosgion of Be
we had passed
twenty-ive miles,

While the surrom ' here are im-
me u ly ahead of \\h 1t we had seen for
the lust four days, they ware not quite
p 1‘»‘ ur expectations of what ought to
be accomplished by working colonjsts
Ith capital, In a beautiful land in the
fifteen years they have heen working
here. Here we saw the first mowing
machines we have seen on our travels,
Of the trees here, ewcalyptus and the
flowering acacia were the principal
varieties, and on this date, Dec, 4, the
small yellow highly scented acacia blos-
soms were quite plentiful on the trees
One of the |Industries of the colony |s

louin villages
through for the Jast
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the distilling of perfumes, which they
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