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well informed. They have an idea that we
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Doctrine and Covesants these ideas do not
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that those books corroborute the Bible, and
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gospal than that which the Apostie Panl
and the other Ap«
an angel from Meaven were {9 declare any-
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. It is highiy Smportant that
should understand what was 1
that gospel, and whether the o

which they have rendered
these dayas agreoe with  the
preached by the Apostles; if "“ :
they who preach them are - the
anathoma pronouncéd by Psul, or his
words are not to be.relied upon. Itiss
very.easyjmatter to find out what the A pos-
Ues did preach; there need be no difficulty
abous this if people will receive the toach-

ings contained in the New Testament, for
thero we have a reeord of their laborsand
an epitome of the dootrines they taught and
administered to the people.

[fwe refer tothe first discourse that was
presched after the ascension of Jesus into
heaven we shall find what the Aposties
taught on that oconsion, when inspived by
the Holy Ghost, to the Inhabltants of Jeru-
salem. The people were excited over the
strange event that had taken place in their
midst; for man of various nations had gath-
ered together to the Moly City and the
apostles stood up in the power and demon-
stration of the Heoly Ghost and declared to
the people there assembled, the startling
inteiligence that Jesus, whom Lthey had so
recently crucified as an impostor, was In-
deed the Lord of life and glory and was the
veritable Son of God, the Measiah, of which
the prophets had spoken and for whose
coming they had so long and anxiously
logked. This was unexpected intelligence
to them; but the arguments of the Apostles,
on this matter were so convincing, and the
power of God so apparent,—each man hear-
ing the gospel in his own toague, that they
were pricked to the heart and were con-
vineed that Jesus was the Son of God

and the Savior of the world, and they
cried out “Men and brethren, what
shall we do?”’ It is very reasonable to sup-
pose that when the A postles answered this

question, made under. such extrsordinary
circumstances, they would declare the
doctrines and requirements which would
be bigding oa all the inhabitants of the
earth under similar circumstances. To
imagine anything else would be to su
that which would be con to reason and
commnnnn. To think that they ron.ld
tell something that was not necessary nn
essential to salvation on su¢h an

it?n’ is t.o' '-.odl.i.ng
their hoarts, suppose som
is not consistent with the character of the
Apostles and the nature of their mission to
the children of men. Petar said unto them,
“Repent, and be bap , OV
in the name ofJum Lhriat., §
sion of your sins, and ye
gift of Jm Holy Ghost. For the promise is
unto you, and to your children nnd to all
that are afar off, oven a8 INAB
our God shall call.” T
them in simplicity and in
n the requirements with which they
mz complr in order toreceive that which
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was not necessary fo say unto
them Believe in the Lo % Lt, for
they did already believe, been con-

vinced through the tatum tho A pos-
tles. Peter thereforo, unw them,
= —that the nextd p&ncjplo
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Lord expeoted His ehildren to believe the | the Holy Gmtl and thoy

Goapel and to earry I8 out in their practicey n them, and they received the Holy
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scourwed. Jesus Qhrist, repent of their sins, and be

for the remission of them, but that
they must receive the laving on of 'hands of
those who bave authority, or they could
peither claim mnor enjoy the Holy Ghosy
but when thoey did have hands laid apon
them, wonderful to relate in thisage of un-
belief, the Holy Ghost restad down upon
them and they were filled therewith, and
they were bound and united toge llwr and
they knew the thingx of Giod and enjoyed
the ;nl‘!s of the gospel of Jesus Christ,

On one occasion Panl met with anumber
of diseiples at Ephesus and he enguired of
them if they had received thé ltbtf (thost
since they believed. They told hfm they
had not o much as heard whether there be
any Holy Ghost. e then enquired unto
what then were they baptized. They re-
plied they were baptized unto John's bap-
tism. Paul baptized them anew, and laid
hands upon them, and, we are mld they
received the Holy Ghost and spake with
tongues and prophecied. Paul had author-
ity; ho held the Melchezedec priesthoad,
in which wagdncluded the authority to lay
on hands fOr the reception of the Holy
Grhost.

This is the manner in which the Apos-
tles preached the gospel; there is no record
of their doing it in any other way. Wae do
noet read of their teaching the people the
plan of salvation in any other way.

A great many, to prove that baptism and
laying on bands are not necessary, have
cited the case of Cornelius, who, though he
was not baru:od received the Holy Ghost,
The case of Cornelins is the only case of the
kind on record, and there were strong rea-
sons why it should be as it was with him.
The and its ordinances weore admin-
istered only to the Jews; Cornelius was a
Gentile, and between the two races strong
prejudices existed, the Jews looking upon
the Gentiles as far inferior to them. Cor-
nelins and his household were the first
Gentiles to whom the gospel was preached,
they received it, and the Lord, to show to
the Aposties that the Gentiles were entitled
to the ordinances of salvation as wellas the
Jews, if they were willing to comply with
the mqulremont.s of tho gospel, conferred
the H.oly Ghost upon Cornellus and his
famil When Peter saw this family he
said *‘of a truth I percicve that God is no
res of rsons, but in eve nation
he that Him and worketh z
ness, is accepted with Him.” And when,
nnorwuds.d o hmig'l (them 8 with
tongues and magn jod, he said, “Can
avy man forbid water that these should not
be baptized which have received the Holy
Ghost as “ou as we? And he commanded
| them Lo be baptized in the name of the

lLord.” Peter did not say, Cornelius, youn
have received the Ilolyt}hoﬂ. Mwalr
we have, and there is no necessity for you
to obey =ny further ordinan which, un-
der the circumstances, if he considered
baptism or the la ging on of hands non-
easential, he would have been very likely
to do; but instead of that he commanded
them to be baptized. Peter took this, as
the Lord intended it, as an evidence that
the Gentiles as well as the House of Israel
were entitled to the And he had
them btpd.m& and without doubt laid his
hands upon them to confirm upon thoem
the gift they had received. Had Cornelius,
at that hour, stood upon his dignity and
is no necessity for me to be
tlnd for the remission of my =xing, God
ing given me the Holy Ghost without
ob.ying that ordunance; and having already
reseived the Holy Ghost, I have no need o
have hands laid u me, there is not »
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ft would bave been
withdrawn from and he wounld not
ong. it after.
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t coula only be con-
on cundition of his obeying

e ordinances which God had placed in
His church and which He required all the
inbabitants of the earth to subwmit to with-
out hesitation; and without déubt, Corne-
lius wisely went forward and obeyed thase
ordinances,
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tles preached the pel to the inhabitants
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Ghost and probably the Lord will gi itm
ou if w'lllonlymrdaohf ~
ut they

lo!d the people plainly, dnd l-
tively, without the least hesitation,
theoy would comply with certain
ments receive the
'tgihmlneu in I.?: . umlr o lnm’ :md

0 m
o SRR

es went and the

remivod their ta-tlmouy the Spirit w

awited, ahd they enjoy

tif
uire'

m‘:‘blcm ::;ﬂ. o sins wilz‘m In-.llng, tongues, interpretation of
m.&ﬁmd to be »d for the discerning of spirits, wisdon
remission them, them that kno‘“ago mmmwmcw&
should receive Holy Ghost, for necessary for M wth and de-
m “the is unto” you and to vnlupmontin the th . This was
Jour ek 4o sl that sre mmoft 336 (e caee ::,i‘i...h.mxz'... le3 of Aaia
L ey e e Lord onr Minor where Paal and through-
H man oul the m breadth of the earth
hgu the Aposties traveled these pecu-
xo and preach “-.r and manifestations
e therefore lo “had been separated
uuhnmdﬁ-m'- 3 M’“ wh:mh‘ ‘?mﬂf’-‘ﬁ

had; the
it bhlml.hom
unn.John,Auluw .ndl.ln rost

o _ )
hnﬁdﬂ.nﬂhﬂthqh.d received tho

" the 1 w‘

there is; that

doetrines

tles they place themselvesina
to receive the condemmnation which
woked.
I have enduvored in these remarks to
hrtng -udno the faith the m

$ in theh
le,

toobey I Mtﬁ.m order

S CraE Fs
prlncl uuutl!h

say, * ow muuzyon
can 'live together as yon deof How hm
that you are so united?’ The secret lies in
the Inct that we have the same principles to
teach to the people that were taught by the |
ancient A and the samo re-nlu! fbl-
Tt hias boan frequently xomsieked
e

elders, when abroad, ** “h‘ m:& \
there for an angel to come from Heaven to
earth to bLring, as you say he did, the
everlasting
Bibje and Organ

Christian churchal all t.hrougb the land?”

This is a wr{u portant question, and one
to which I try ‘give s satisfactory
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answer. There w Vo no neces-
sity of any such ir at the
time Joseph Smith for

had taught the same
tles declared, and if

fruits of thh
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of Christ, for He

had enjoyed ‘the eame
that they did in

such a chureh at that
failed to record the fact.
on the face of earth,

their sins and be
of them, the
Ghost. On the con
the Holy Ghost, as anclem.ly ifts
and powers, was denied l) the whole
Christian world. They dec.hred that these
gifts were not for this genernlon but were
bestowed upon the pmnmitive chureh for
the whole and sole purpose of establishing

the gospel of Jesus Christ, and that when
that was nccompllshud there was no Jonger
any need for them. T.uat wasthe belief in
Christendom then, and that is thg belief
there now; you may h~ar it exp on
every hand when convc rsing on these sub-
jects, They will declme that there is no

fwith its

Holy Ghost could be enjoyed by man and
these gifts not manifesied! Sach a thing
in impoulble' There would have beea no
ngqcam {)or the n;ltol?twnoﬂh. to
the car an the

ik:h the nncipnt A omci-
nwd not been taken from It
is true that the Catholic church chlms di-
rect succession from the Apostles; other
churches claim the same; and all, elaimin
any authority whatever, endeavor totrace F
back to them. They all base their
claims to authority on the fact that the
Apostles received it. The Catholicchureh,

especially, eclaim uninterrupted descent
from Peter and the last of the A&oetleu Bat,
while so doing, they ignore fact that
as long as there was a man on the earth
who laid claim to authority direct from
God the inbabitants of the earth warred
against him, nntil lhny had succeeded in
killing him, as they had all others. This |
fac ough as familiar as any fact, to the
student of history, is lost sight t of by the
Catholic church, So long as Apestles
lived, and so long as any man lived who
w bt:«%n assoclated wilth them in their la-

e ere was nn incessant persecatiom
carried on against them. And it Is recorded
that every one of them, except John
died a violent death. They tried to kill
John: they immersed him in a cauldron of
boiling oil and sent him to the Isle of Pat-
mos to work in the lead mines, and perse-
cated him in various ways; but, owingto
the promise of God, they eould not kill
him. Peter was crucified at Rome with
his head downwards, not considering him-
solfworthy to be crudlietl at his Lord had
been. Paul was beheaded in Rome; the
other Aposiles were killed in various ways,
every one of themr suﬂh‘lnF an ignominious
death because of their Helief in Jesus; be-
canse t belleved (: v1 was a God of reve-
iation, and because tucy laid eclaim to an-
thority from Jesus to administer the or-
dinancesof Hischareh, This wasthe coursp
pursued by the inhabitants of the earth
until the Apostles and every man having
authority had been Killed, and the gifts and
blessings had entirely disa from
thlomng Ail'wr t‘bin men took to them-
selves dootrines (o agcomm . thom-
selves, the ritesand many of mmm*
of Paganism and portions of existing insti-
tutions were ihmlrp:lnwd into the Chris-
m church, nnti most every ves
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