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dny Saints and the eonfiscation of
its property, says:

‘‘How far the courts'would sustain
Congress in legislation in the line of
this opinlon is an interesting question.
Take the great caltle aorporations, for
-instance, provided any of thein have
territorizl charters. [t would zeem
that this decision would increase the
ability of Congress to force them to a
greater ohedience to Lhe law. Or take
the lumber comps nies that are 1aking
timber from Government land-—-can
this decision be interpreted to cover
them?"

Buch ennotments and (ecigions ax
those referred to ure like crevass. s
iu the swollen river, which threaten
the land with inundation aond de-
struction. :

OUR CHICAGO LETTER.

What with Ggrman Lutheranes,
Dutch Catholics, and Scotch-Irisb-
Arsericans. we are haviug quite
lively tiwoes here at present. The
labor troubles are not promineot,
though the guestion is (ar from
setiled. The covks and waiters are
pow in {e field. The “Culinary
Alljiunee’? and the “Garymede Lea-
q‘ue” are realities as organizations.

he black man joined his white
brother iu thestrike, but strikes won’t
gdttle the race issue. [he Beoteh-
Irish Congress in Pittsburg elaimed
General Sheridan as one ot their
race, an'd aleo Goeneral Grant, The
Dutch Cathoelies claim that thisevn-
tinent is theira by reason of priority
of discovery. [he German Luthef-
ans elaim that all modern civiliza-
tion is attributable o themselves.
The yankee 18 leit nothing to lay
hold on, though Wendell Phlllips
said the yankee would cateh a silver
dollar if it were at the other side
of 8heol.

Just #t present, however, we are
all tormup over education. Illinois
and Wisconsiu passed laws com-
pelting edueation in the English lun-
guage, and thatis what stirs the
bile in the hodies of the followers
of Martin and Leo.

These comnpulsory edueation acts
which are now causing -0 much ex
citement in religious and palitieal
cireles are npparently very mild and
m erate enaotments.  The ilinois
wet was approved May 24; 1889, and
was drafte{ by A mixed committee
of Rumanist+, Luthernng aud agnos-
tica. 1t oceasivne! no alarm at the
time. Mosxback Catholies, narrow-
gauge Lutheransg and predestinating
presbyters ull approved it. The
Wisconsin luaw was or is almost a
copy ot the TlNinocis law. In that
Btate there wns no opposition to the
law atb Hrst, except that a few patri-
otic Germans construed it in the
light of nu insuitto their race. But
in our time history is being wnle
very fast, and from May, 1889, to
My, 1890, covers a period of Ameri-
ean history which future historians
will refer to as a marking poiot in
the worl I’a affuirs, And judging
from recent developments in  tire
eourts of the United Stitea. people
who are alive to what is gojug on
around find in these eduention Jaws
the germ8 of the most intolerant

ahsolutism. Here iz the clause of
the [llingis lnws which vceasions all
the alarm and exeitement,

“itvery rdon haviog under his
control, u child between the ages of
savenn and fourteen years, shall an-
nually cause such child to attend for
at loast, slxteen wsaeks, at least eight
weeks of whieh attendance shall he
consecutive, some publio day school
in the city, town, or district in whrich
he reasides, * b *  “For ever
neglect of anch duty, the person of-
fending shall torfeit, to the use of the
public schoole of such eity or distriet,
a sum not less than one nor mere than
twenty dollars, and shall stand com-
mitted until s21ich fine and costs of suit
are paid. But if the person so negleel-
ing. ahall show to the satisfaction of
the board of education, or of direot-
ors, that such -¢hild has atiended for
a like period of time, a private school,
approved by the board of education, or
of directors of the cit\, town, or dis-
trict in which sugl c¢hild resides,
“ S then such penalty shail
not be ineurred.’

Ou readiug this first ¢clause there
seems to be lo it but little to find
fault with, and vne year ago even
that little was not then seen. The
whole secret He, in the words “ap
proved by the board of education.??
Fhe act then empowers an edu-
eation board to decide what is or is
not a school. If this board were so
minded it might decide that the
Washington Catholic University
was not u sehool i the sense of the
[llinvis eduecation act. But it wmight
be said no board would su stultify
itaelf, and that is what peuple did
a y oue year agu. A year, however,
brings changes, and we have seen
what the Bupreme €Court of the
ITriited Btates have done in the case
of 1dahe eitizens, and in the case of
the Latter-day Saints Church in
Utah.
this Republic virtually tries to de-
cide that Mormonism s not a re-
liglon what could be expected from
an education board composed of
anti-Mormon politicians in decid-
ing what a school should be.  8Such
a board would decide that the Brig-
hama Youug Acadeiny was uot a
school, and there is but a step from
condemning that to condemning the
Washington University. In faet,
it is the developments in Utah which
bave aroused the instinets of self-
preservation in Dutch Catholies and
German Lutherians. Governor
Thomas in his offigial reports and in
his newspaper interviews had a good
denl to say on educational matters
[T he has perused the reported pro-
ceedings of the Wisronein Cutholic
Uonvention in Milwaukee he will
find sumeihing to put in his pipe to
smoke and to give him ipspiration
for his nextofficial document. But
as the busitess of that convention
wns all transacted in Gernan, per-
haps Governor Thomas will regard
Wisconsin as outside the United
Rtates. It was a good joke on Aner-
igsn papers to cpmpel them to trans-
Iite vews from the Germania and
Stats Zeetuny.

The Milwaukee nrsemblage was
officially denominnted *The State
Couvention of the German Catholic
Benevolent Bociety,”? Lut it was in
reality a pelitical convention.
Wm. Casper, one of the principal
speakers, wanted the constitutiou
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of the Central Catholic Buelety so
amended that it could take part in
politick. He deliversd a long speech
depouncing anutl-Catholic legislation
and wounu up by sayiong:

“Pulities does not belong in  the
church, but so long as our clergy. can-
not mix in polities it is our duty to do
80. And hope, gentlemen, that
after the conventlon you will go to
vour homes and set abonl at once to
organize. If men opposed to us are
nominated for political oflices oppose
them. Do not suffer them to go to the
legislature. The men there must de
us justice.”

Mr. Bpaucherst of Bt.  Louls,
president of the federated Catholie
Society of the United Btates, spoke
next, and s;oke in no uncertuin
terms. He snid:

“This is a land of liberty, we are
told, snd why should we not bave the
liberty to educats our childrun xs we
please? Why should any State arro-

ale to itaelfl 1the right tn dictate to ur
wow we shall educatle them or to what
school we shall send them? I am not
in favor of our socleties being dragged
into politics, butl of course the history
of our country teaclies us that a great
many queer ideas have been brought
into polities in our time, and we must
be prepared to meol them and deal
with them. They tell us that this iz a
governnient of the people and for the

people, but we all know that it 18 not so.

Tie Catholie Church loves libarty and
promotes it and we mual siand b
that caureh against all {he foes whic
assail it.  Truth muoat conquer, and if
we maintain the truth and maintain
our liberiies we »lso shall «onguer in
the fighi. '

Judging from this the gentleman
from m3t. Louis 1vaus the Utali pa-
pers, how eige could he kuow that
this governnicnt Is not for the peo-
te. Utah and Tdaho are the only
places where the U. B. governinent
has tramded on Jlopular righite, and
where political ad venturer vagrants
eall thhemselves American patriots,
and, ineredible to relate, it Js nt the
instigation of such vampires that
the Congress of the Uniled States
turned out laws worthy of the Span-
ish Imguisition or of the penal times
in [relund. No wonder the practl-
cal farseeing German sees idapger
ahead.

Rishop Fieisch, who is a popular
churchman, told the vouvention
that as Catholie so ieties they could
nat mix in politics, bat that as io-
dividual Catholies each couid con-
stitute himself a seciety '‘to defend
lberty ol conscience, ftruth and
freedom of religion.?”

But the plumed knight of the
convention was found in Bisho,
Katzer of Green Bay. His speee
had the eflfect of rousing the phleg-
matic Teutons to almost Celtic im-
petuosity. His speech was a long
and exhaustive one. The following
copious extract will give a fair idea
of the speaker who wap bhe soul of
the convention. Here it is

+] believe that no aingle Catholic
society, nor any assembly of Gatholics
who are here present shonld go away
withont saying something about this
cbhnoxivug Bennett law. I speak to
to you today becanse the assembly
must take action upou th'e subject
and i order to give you my Ildeas
about this law, 'This law Is the step
by which the State has gone beyond



