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day saints and wethe confiscation of
I1itsts property sayssay a

how far the courts would sustain
congress in legislation in the line of
this opinion is an interesting question
cake the great cattle corporations for
instance provided any of them have
territorial charters it would seem
that this decision would increase the
ability of congress to force them to a
greater obedience to the law or take
the lumber comcompaniesponies that are taking
timber from government landjand can
this decision be interpreted to cover
them

such enactments and decisions anaa
those referred to tireare like crecrevassecrevavass sH
in the swollen river which ththreatenKaten
the land with inundation and de-
structionst tion

OUR CHICAGO LETTER

what with german lutheransLutherans
dutch catholics and scotch irish
americans we are having quite
lively times here at present the
labor troubles are not prominent
though the question is far frontfrom
settled the cooks and waiters are
now in tiet ie field therhe culinary
alliance and the I Gary mede lea-
gue are realities as organizations
the black maninan joined his white
brother in thetho strike but strikes wont
settle the race issue rhefhe scotch
irish congress in pittsburg claimed
general sheridan RSas one ot their
race ani alsoalao general grant the
dutch catholics claim that this con-
tinent is theirs by reason of priority
of discovery rhefhe german luther
ans claim that all modern civiliza-
tion is attributable to themselves
the yankee is left nothing to lay
holdbolt on though wendell phillips
said the yankee would catch a silver
dollar if it were at the other side
of

just at present however we are
all over education illinois
and wisconsin passed laws com-
pelling education in the english lan-
guage and that is what stirs the
bile in the codies of the followers
rfof riem

rhose compulsory education acts
which are now causing 0 o much ex
citement in religious and political
circles are apparently very mild and
mdm iteratemoderateerate enactments the illinois
act was approved may 24 1889 and
was draffe I1 by a mixed committee
of romanist lutheransLuth erans and agnos-
tics it occasionedionel no alarm at the
time mossback catholics narrow
gauge lutheransLutherans and aredepredestinating
presbyterspresbyterypresby all approved it the
wisconsin law was or is almost a
copy of the illinois law in that
state there was no opposition to the
law at first except that a few patri-
otic germans construed it in the
light of an insult to their race but
in our time history is being male
very fast and from may 1889 toID

M iyay 1890 covers a period of ameri-
can history which future historians
will refer to as a marking potpointnt I1inu
the worl paIs affairs awland judging
from recent developments in the
courts of the united states people
who are alive tto what is going on
around find in these education laws
the geringgerms of the mostmoat intolerant

absolutism here is the clause of
the IlliIllinonoiiu laws which occasions all
the alarmalarca and excitement

everysievern person having undertinder hishia
control a child between the ages ofif
seven and fourteen years shall an-
nually cause such child to attend for
at least sixteen weeks at least eight
weeks of which attendance shall be
consecutive some public day school
in the city town or district in wirichwhich
he resides 0 0 for eveevery
neglect of such duty the person 07of-
fending shall forfeit to the use of the
public schools of such city or district
a sum not less than one nor more than
twenty dollars and shall stand com-
mitted until fine and costs of suit
are paid but if the person so neglect-
ingin shall show to the satisfaction oftethe board of education or of direct-
ors that such child has attended for
a like period of time a private school
approved by the board of education or
of directors of the citcitaY town or dis-
trict in which such child resides

then such penalty shall
not be incurred I1 I1

ooon reading this first clause there
seems to be iuin it but little to find
fault with aniland one year ago even
that little was not then seen the
whole secret llelie in the words ap-
proved by the board of education
rhedie act then empowers an eduledu
cation board to decide what is or is
not a school if this board were so
minded it might decide that the
washington catholic university
was not a school in the sense of the
illinois education act but it might
he said no board would sosk stultify
itself and that is what people did
sm y oueone year ago A year however
brings changes and we have seen
what the supreme court of the
united states have done in the castcask
of I1 baho citizens and in the case of
the jatter day saints church in
utah when the supreme court of
this republic virtually tries to de-
cide that mormonism Is not a re-
ligion what could be expected from
an education board composed of
anti mormon politicians in decid-
ing what a school should be such
a board would decide that the brig-
ham young academy was not a
school and there is but a step from
condemning that to condemning tletie
washington
it is the developments in utah which
have aroused the instincts of self
preservation in dutch catholics andgerman Lutherians governor
thomas in his official reports antiand in
his newspaper interviews hadbad a good
deal to say on educational matters
if he has perused the reported pro-
ceedingsce of tilethe wisconsin catholicCath ohto

convention in milwaukee hebe will
findfand something to put in his pipe to
smoke and to kivegive him inspiration
for his next official document but
as the business of that convention
was all transacted in german per-
haps governor thomas will regard
wisconsin as outside the united
statts it was a good joke on amer
icari papers to compel them to trans
I1liteite news from the germaniaOermania ana
bafs Zeetuny

therho milwaukee assemblage was
officially denominated the state
convention of the german catholic
benevolent society but it was inI1 n
reality a political convention
wmwin caspercapper one of the principal

i speakers wanted the constitution

of toethe central catholic society soao
amended that it could take part in
politics he deldeliveredivend a long speech
denouncing anti catholic legislation
antiand wouna up by saying

politics does not belong in the
churco but so long as our clercy can-
not mi I1 politics it is our du y to do
so80 and I1 nopehope gentlemen that
after the convention you will go to
your homes and set about at once to
organize if men opposed to us are
nominated for political hoffines oppose
them do not suffer them to go to the
legislatureleg

8lature the men there must do
11us justice

mr horst of st louis
president of the federated catholic
society of the Uunitedcited states spoke
next and soke in no uncertain
terms he said

this is a land of liberty we are
told and why should we not havelave tlethe
liberty to educate our children as we
please why should any state arro-
gate to itself the right to dictate to UR
how we shall educate them or to what
school we shall send them I1 am not
in favor of our societies being dragged
into politics but of course the history
of our country teaches us that a great
many queer ideas have been brought
into politics in our time and we must
be prepared to meet them and deal
with them they tell us that this is a
government of the people and for the
people but we all know that it is not so80
the catholic church loves liberty and
promotes it and we must stand by
that baurch against all the foes which
assail it truth must conquer and if
we maintain the truth and maintain
our liberties we tilsoalso shall conquer in
the fight

judging from this the gentleman
from st louis i eads the utah pa-
pers how else could liehe know that
this government is not torfor the peo-
ple utah aidi idaho are the only
places where the ILLT S government
has trampled on popular rights and
where political adventurer vagrants
call themselves american patriots
and incredible to relatedrelate it isie at the
instigation of such vampires that 7

the congress of the united stilesstates
turned out laws worthy of the span-
ish inquisition or of the penal times
in ireland no wonder the practi-
cal farseeingtar seeing german sees danger
ahead

bishop fleisch who is a popular
churchman told the convention
that as catholic so they could
not mix in politics hutbut that as in-
dividual catholics each couldgouid con-
stitute himself a society I1 to defend
liberty of conscience truth and
freedom of rellreligiongion Y

but the plumed knight of the
convention was found in bishop
katzer of green bay his speech
had the effect of rousing the phleg-
matic

r
to almost ceislceltic im-

petuosity his speech was a long
and exhaustive one the following
copious extract will give fta fair idea
of the speaker who was the soul of
the convention Hhereere it is

111 I believe watthat no single catholic
society nor any assembly of catholics
who are here presentpresent should go away
without saying something about this
obnoxious bennett law I1 speak to
to you todtodayay bebaubecause8 e the assembly

tako action upon th rP subject
and iric order to give you my ideas
about this law this law is the stevstep
by which the state has gone beyond


