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THE DESERET WEFERKLY.

bim and the place it 1lluminates. As
be drawa near, however, he will
gradually come within ita range and
finaily see clenrly thesurrounding ob-
jects. Prophegieain the inepired word
will thusguide the one who gives hesd
to them in the right direction, and the
nearer the time comes for thelr fulfll-
ment, the hetter they will be unders
stood, but not unti! thelr final vomple-
tion can s}l the detatls he dleceraed,
and even then only by tihiose who
_poseess the apirit of prophecy, This
arrangement 1s by God, for prrpheoy
is giveu not to belp frail man to dem-
onstrate hls asagacity over hie fellow-
men, but to declars the wisdom and
the power of the Almigbty and lthus
lay a Brmer foundation for faith In
Him,

FIGURES ON LIFE-SAVING,

A department of the puhllc service
thet receives a great deal of credit for
the work it does, hul! whioch dceerves
all tbe credit it gets, is Lhe life.saving
service; whose operstions extend,slong
our coasts and ure most in demand
when mankind generally are diepoeed
to seek shelter and protectlon. From
the Jately issued annual report of the
superintendent of this important
branch msy be presented In a single
stalemeunt the eloguent story of the
berolo work of his department. Dur-
ing the year from July 1, 1594,
to June 30, 1895, assietance was
sent from llfe-saving siations Lo
vessels In distress on which were5, 402
persong, and of thif large number of
human roule ali but twenty were res-
cued, [t will mot do lo elaim that all
these 5,382 persons would bhrve heeu
loat had it oot been for the life-saving
service, but it ls very certain thal a
greal many of them would have per.
ished. Discussion of what might have
heen done, is, however, quite need.
lees in view of what actually was doue;
and the latter record ie brilliaut
egough to justify the high eeleem in
which the eervice yenerally s held.

“PREUISTORIC” ART.

One of the characterlatics of the pree.
ent age iz the discuvery of evidences
of anclent civilizatlona that must have
existed in the very infancy of man-
kind on this earth. The wonderfu]
triumphs of archmidogy fu Egypt,
Bahylonin, Assyria, (Freece, have heen
fellowed by, If possihle, still more atart-
Jing fipda on the Americsn continente,
and ae Lhe researches are heing ocatrieu
on in aiffereut parta of Lhe earth, the
evidenoer muitiply in favor of the con-
clusion that eivillzation fa absut as old
as mankind iteelf.

Bpecl.aens of so-palled prehisioric art
generslly give the impression thal the
civilization tbey r.present was crude,
but s investigation coutinues it he-
comes clear«r that this jden must be
modifled. The Literary Digest repro-
duces from Lia Nature some illustra-
tions of ohjecls of art recyntly un-
earthed in Fraoce, which prove
much skili and artistic power. They
are fragments of ivory sintuettes,
repfesenting hamapn flgures, and the
aulhor In Lia Nature does not hesllate
tosay tbey recall in thelr vigor, and
pifeness pf toyph the Mnflnished

statues of NMlchnael
slance, tha Captive at the Louvre.
Tney wers oarved, it i thouuht, in
the remole period of time when gla-
olers covered a great part of the surz:
face of France and immenses herds of
animsals furnjebed man with food and
clothing and material for the expres-
slon of bis artistic feeling.

The most interesting of these anclent
relics is he head of wnman,as show.
iog Lhe grneral characteristice of the
bumsan rage ju those remote ages. The
length of the noee 1s extreme and, on
the contrary, the part of the face com-
prised belween the nose and the ex-
tromity of the chin 18 very dimiou.
tive, The cheeks are protuberant, the
visage flattened, the nore retreating, as
with the Meongoles, Bui very netice-
able is the polnt at the ohin, formed
by the meeting of two strajchl lines
starting trom the iobes of the ears, A dd
to this, & round, hrachycephalour head
and swelling in the temporal regton,
and by tbese two characteristios—ihe
angufar chiu and the protnberant
temples—the head recalis those of the
modern Baaques,

The bead-dress of the woman is ar-
ranged in parullel strips, recalliog dis-
tipotly that of the ancient Kgyptlans.

It 15 extremely difficult to form a
just idea of the magnitade of the givi-
Hzatlone that have heen conelgned tlo
oblivion by the physieal or pocial revo-
lutions the earth has undergous, If we
weore to judge only hy the monuments
so far brought to lignt. But there Is
room for tho supposition that Lthey were
vastly more advuniced thap geuverally
is suppoeed. Bpeuking on thie sahject
the Ban Fraucinco Obhronlele asks:

Angelo, for in-

What would there be left of 8an Fran-
cisco, proud imistress of the wostern ses
were she absndoned to thousands of
years of desolation, and a new race, igno-
rant of her past, to chance npon her for-
gotico site, nnd endeavor to determine
her hietory, snd to trace the character
and nohjevements of her Inhabltants?
Brick and mortar would bave erumhied
into dust, nine-tenths of the struciures
built of wood and other perishable mater-
inls would have returuned to the soil
which gave them hirth, great iron

girders and columne, railways and
locomolives, anod all the pooder-
ousn machinery that now shapes

and fasbhions and furnisxhes motive power
for the triumph of the englnesr’s skill
would have vanished, leaviug but & rusty
s!alD upon the earth. What would there
be, beyoud a fow thousand tons of out
stone, here and three a few pillars of
chaate design, hut belouging to different
and eoniradictory eiyles of architecturs,
bere and there a massive wall, and amal]
pleces of siatuary, the tremeutes of pri-
vate resldences, which the slemebts
might spare, to record the history ot San
Franci~co's greatness as a commercial
port, and ber importance as a center of
urt and of learning, and as a cily whare
men bave thought great thoughts, con-
sumuinted important inventions, painted
heautiful piotures, writion down brilliant
Ideas, produced dramas, listenad to heau-
1iful singers, and sent out eloquent atales-
men who have thrilled a nation with
thelr cratory? Even tho habiue of onr
people, their mode of domestic life, their
degree of advsncemsent jn Intellectunl
culture, the fashious of thelr dress would
be lmpossible to delermine. Our ple-
tures would bave moulded nwny, Thore
s not a hook that was ever printed on
paper 1bat could rurvive a thousand
yeurs of neglect. Newﬂ[;nparﬂ, presses,
maygazines, typewriters, bleyelea wouild
be gone, Qurpojus end the recorgs of

cotemporary literature would determine
our place in the world’s history,

The probability is that the ancienis
ware well aAware of the ugncertainty of
the life even of nations, They lived
closs {o the period in the earth’s his-
tory whon the trajiilons of great cat.
aciysms were fresh in the memorty of
the inbhabitants of the esrth, and they
probably were dJesirous of leaving
aome few evidences of thelr exisience
Io record on imperishable material, It
ioes not follow, hnwever, that thess
were the only meana they bad of com-
municating with each other or with
posterity. It 1s highly probahle that
their gommunuittes were prospetous
and advanced in srie and {ndustries
far beyond the most hold supporitions
of modern sclentiate.

Beience and religinn are egquaily in-
terested in this subject, for if the
former detnonetrates that clvilizstion
dates hack to the very first appearance
of man ou earth, the only satistactory
explanation of thim fact is furnished
by the Jatter, that man f(rom the first

.was guided by the ubnerring ipstruc-

tions of his eternml Father.

AN OLD-TIME SPECIMEN,

The NEWS le in receipt of a commu-
nioation from & responsible eorrespon-
dent ip 3utte, Montana, narrsting an
incident that ls deserving of mention
by reasop of the example apa the
warnlog it conveys. We supprese the
names, but they are at hand and the
facte stated can be proven if necessary.
On Nov. 8, at a restaurant in that oity,
a map begapn to talk im very hard
terms about the Mormons and their
evll ways. When his language bhe.
came loo offenelve, a member of the
Church, who was In the room, put his
newspapet uway and eald to the
slanderer, "I nrofess to helong to that
Church myself, Plesse give me your
uame, snd I sball fnquire iuto your
troubles, and, slnce thers Is a Iaw that
Ohurch memhbersa must right their
wrongs, I can awsure you that
there Is a way for you to
get redress.?? Tone large num-
her of listeners became 1interesied,
and the supposed wrong-suffersr had
to own up. He appesred surprised,
and very reluctantly gave bis pame.
His complajnt waes that the Mormons
woull not give himm work because he
wua Dot of thelr faith; also that a Mor-
mon bad cheated him out of $150; and
iurthergzore thet he was eick in a
Mormon notel fn an Iduho town, and
wak overchargsd for llitle services. His
grievances wers noted down, and
uext day he was shown =&
letter of Inqguiry to a presiding
Mormon authorily in the lown
where he sald be had been lmposed
upon. But be Jdid not walt for any
anewer to come; he left Botte vext
day, and bas nol shown up since. The
suswer, which was promptly received, -
wus olrculated utmonyg scrme vf the men
who beard the accusations agalnat the
Mormone; several expressed their con-
tempt for the falsitler, and all were
surprised and plessed at tbe prompt
and complete reply that was made.
Chis reply was to the eflect that sl
the botel named there had never been
& guebt of the name glven, por had
there heen any sick man there at aj)

duriog more than s year past, Jo tbe



