the everlasting burning of God, for
God dwells in everlasting bu roings;
and some shall rise to the damnation
of their own filthiness, which 18 as
exquisite a torment as the lake of
fire and brimstone.”” But we will
leave the consideration of the utter
hopelessness of these sons of perdi-
Lion, and turn ourattention ton more
P]Um‘iing subject.

The redemption wrought by the
Bavior extends to those who have
died bofore reaching the years of ac-
Countability, and who are terned
thildren. 1t ip said by King Mosiah
eonecrning them: “If it were posesi-
ble that Jiggle chlldren could sin,
thoy could not be saved; but 1 sy
unto you they are blessed; for behold
8 in Adam, or by nature, they fall,
©¥¢0 80 the blood of Christ atoneth
r°_" them.” 1t i3 an nceepted doc-
Uine by all Latter-day Saints that

little ohildren are redeemed from
before thy foundation of the world.”
Or, in other words, that their re-
demption jx brought to pnss through

the atonement, of Christ, which re-
d“mpt.lon

fore the foun
Iaid, Josep
:;mllh:lt}’vu oternal life; for their debt
bolt?l t, Thurut‘orc, children belong
Arst it class who come forth in the
glo l“;J:m""*ltftnlon:x and Inhervit the
l;?;to n celestinl kingdom.
threshapy crc, Met upon the very
quiry uv\?f this subject by the In-
Qe Ul children grow after
= l':sul'rc('tlon?” This question
ing t.ll:utf‘t_,qu]y originated from a feel-
only be 110 iecLion of glory can
afully d° :tﬂlm_-d in connection with
the anx(-e‘: jranciahomele. Hing
portum ¥ of parcnts to have op-
velop agt given their ehildren to de-
e s’tatum: the resurrection, 1o the
e ' of men and women. I
o | ever heard gven o sugrestion
. t‘l.oo::onz,lmry, but that they will
stamn_.: 1¢ dead with the same
Thurerorewhen they were Inid down.
of ,lrmy further development.
n:surrectcia ETOWth must, be after the
oL on.  Thy only direct an-
i ur Ovemet with o this question
‘ 1at given hy Josepl ihe Seer in a
Bermon preag|yeg by him, 1n Nauvos
at Conference op the sixth day o,f
April 1844, The sentiments he then
sxprossed were ealled forgy by the
death of Klder King FoJlett.y\\'h
had been erushed in o well ﬂ., sh '(t),
time previous. In speaking conee:‘) :
ing children, he said: Ay the ch.i?d-
dies 50 shall it risc from the Jdend and
for ever living in the learping of
- It will never grow. 1t wip
;stln be the child, in the precise form
0 whigh it appeared before it died
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lout of jta mother’s arms, but pos-
sersing all the intelligence of o God.

Children dwell in the Mansions of
Glory, and exerclse power, but ap-
{ pear in the same form a8s when on
earth. Eternity is full of thrones,
upon which dwell thousands of
children reigning on thronesof glory
with not one cubit ndded to their
stature,*?

These sentiments have never to
my knowledge been flatly contra-
dicted; but they have been most
severely eriticised at times in pri-
vate circles, To all the critlcisma
that 1 have heard I have one reply
to mnke, which 1s, that if ever
Joseph was insplred by Gud, he
certainly was at this time. For
nothing short of the insplration of
the Almighty could have called
forth such advanced doctrines ag
were dellvered by hlm upon that
occagion; and I think that this
ceriainly would be one of those
times when the visions of the eternal
worlds, a3 seen by him twelve years
previously,as well as at other times,

was determmined upon be- (| would be most vivid in his mind;
dntions of this enrth were | and he would speak of things as he
h Smith says: “They | had seen them in vision, heing in-

spired by the Holy Ghost to do so
upon that gecasion. For allof his
expressions are most emphatic, and
| beapeak actual knowledge.

A few minutes previous to his
speaking upon the condition of chil-
dren after their resurrection he said
concerning Brother Follett: “I am
authorized to say by the nuthority
of the Holy Ghost that you have no
oceaslon to fear, for he is gone to the
Home of the just, ete.”* Did Joseph
at this particular moment have the
Holy Ghoest; and the next moment
lose it,insomuch that his next utter-
wnee was an error?! I dare not
assume sueh a position. Again, it
is elaimed by some that, there being
no short-hand reporters present, it
was Impossible to report correctly;
to which I reply that there certainly
is n most beautiful harmony im the
{ entire sentiment which I have quot-
ed, ns well as in the entire discourse
itsclf. Mach part fully agrees with
{the other. If this sentiment were
false, why not have corrected it at
the time, or why republish it fifteen
years later by inserting it in the
““History of Joseplh,*’ or publishing
it in the Journal of Discourses, and
thus perpetuate and extend a serious
error, are questions that are certain-
ly worthy of our attention.

Four brethren reported this ser-
mon, viz., President W. Woodruff,
Willard Richards, William Clayton,
and Thomas Bulloek. Incomparing
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heen one-— would certainly have
been discovered. The Prophet him .
self was not in the habit of allowing
fulse doetrines to remnain unecorrect-
ed, and the fact of his not having
corrected, nor in any way modified
uny of his utterances upon that
particular occasion during the re-
mainlng eleven wecks of his life, Is
another strong evidence to mo of its
genuineness;, for upon after reflee-
tion he certainly would reallze the
importance of this doctrine. Besidus
the published report of the discourse
mentioned, several persons who
were present on that oceasion have
teatified to me that Jogseph did uiler
the sentiment 1 have quoted wpon
that particular oceasion; and 1 am
certainly not in the wrong in endeav-
oring to sustain God’s prophet.
We have already said that we can-
not conceive of perfection short of a
full development of our physical
being; henee our reasonings are all
in support of this idea. We will
now consider this important point.

The variety of statureof thespivits
before tabernneling in flesh has
not been revealed, so fur as I am
aware. But as variety is found in
all the works of our Father, we nre
certainly justified in supposing that
& variety, and a pleasing one too,
exlsted in the spirit world. We
have supposed that all spirits had
attained to whnt we term a full
stature before taking earthly taber-
nucles; but is not this merely sup-
position. there being no proof that
such was the case? We cun ensily
understand, because we have seen
that a man measuring five feet or
thereabouts ean and does exhibit as
much, and often more, Intelligence
than one who mensures six or seven
feet, though not necessarily so.

Nephi, the son of Lehi, says of -
himself that he was “Iarge in stat-
ure;*? but this did not hinder him
from becoming ncquainted with the
mysteries of heaven; while Paul,
who, as Joseph says, was *“‘about
five feet high,”” was also highly
favored of the Lord in this partic-
ular, inasmuch as he was forbidden
to utter many things which he both
saw and heard, But seeing that a
child in mortality does not natur-
nlly exhibit the same fntelleetual
powers as the full grown man—be
hie stature large or small—we are at
a loss to consider how a complete-
ness of intellectunl power can be
exhibited, even in a resurrected
state, short of attaining to a full
bodily stature.

I will now ask, “Where do we get.
our bodies??* The answer is easily

Dotes so serfous, an error—had 1t|given: Upon this earth, which was



