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adopted ap a text book botb in the die-
trlet and Church schools, the revision
whs undertaken to make 1t still more
servicable as such.

The book is divided in four parts,
devoted respectively to the aAnimal
kingdom, plants, minerals and the
heavens. Itis,ss the title implies, &
$ifirat book?’ on tbese vast subjecls
opening, a8 it were, to the student the
gates of the inexhaustible tremsure,
bouse of nature, and directing bie first
eflorts towards the acquirement of
kpcwledge in these wost interestivg
branches of learning. By perusing the
volume one feature of it impresses
1self on thereader’s mind and deserves
specis] mention. While everything
has been carefully eliminated that
might be offensive in aschool devoted
only to instructions of aseeular charac-
ter, the tone throughout Is such that
the render in contemplating the objects
of nature is fllled with admiration for
pnfure’agreat Author. On this account
it 1a well adapted #5 a book to be pliced
in the hands of the young, for whom it
is, in the first place, intended.

Numerous {llustrations have been
added and, a8 usual with Dr. Talmayge
in bis literary works, apecial attention
bas been given to subjects of local in-
terest. Thus, for instance, an illustra-
tion is glven of microscopic life as
found iy drops of water from the
ditohes of Halt Lake Clty.

A g ap;entdlx has been added to the
present edition coutalning review
questions on the subjects of the chap-
ters, aud wlli be found of great asslut-
ance to both teachers and pupils.

AN EX-EDITCR'S SATURDAY TALK.

At times the cultured communities
of theearth are appalied by isolated or
sporadic practices of harhurity, spring-
ing from tbe very heart of our eiviliza-
tivn. KFor instunce: the sale of conviet
laborin certnin states of the Union
upnder ciroumstances which may mean
the mnst Lrutal slavery for a life
rhoriened by inhuman exposure, want
aud infection; or the larter of 8 wife,
a8 oceasjonally recorded in English
Jouruaie) or the importstion of young
fernales jrom some orient couniry to
our own for immoral purposer. The
people of America are somelimes
shocked, or so express themse)ves,
even by the system of marriage for
convenience w hich prevails in France,
by which the sacredness of this most
holy rite Is often made tbe means of
obtaluing what in France is known as
an eslablishment, uud n f{reedom
amoLnting tolicense by the wife, und
the compliance with s mere soclal
usage by the husband,

All of thepe thinges thut stipg the
best moral sepse of today are evils
which this enlightened age shonld ¢or-
rect; and yet they all have their em-
botiment and erystallizatiou in o prac-
tice apparently growing wider and
more redpectfiully consldered each year
in certain parts of this land—a prac-
tice protected fpossibly by the law’s
letter aud form and yet viclative of
every sacrfed prinolple upon which
certain laws have bewn established, A
New York paper, of wide-spread fame,
was handed to the writer recently ou
rajlway train and bhis uttention was
called to 1fs most prominent column.
There, boldly, waa conducted an ad.

vertisement of personal desires so
flagrant as to shock the sensibil-
fty of every one not dulled

by familiarity with customs of evil,
Buech a coiumu with its shameless
avowal of mercenary purpose, itsa pro-
posed barter of body and soul, is made
especially horrifylng beoause the di-
vine ipstitution of marriage is used as
a shleld against the law; and the
profanation is Joubly alarming because
a pewspaper held to be reputatle will
tbus make merchandise of humanity
and carry to the eyes and minds of
wives and daughters, husbanda and
scna & knowledge which 18 itself al-
most a degradatlon. A complete ex-
position of that column { unfit for
production here; but itz character may
be gleaned from advertisements taken
at random from jts contents: ‘A pen-
tleman, youny, good looking and of
fine physique, would marry a rich
woman.”” An ‘*atiractive young
widow? wants to meel a weslthy man
metrimonially 1nolined, ADn %“am-
bitious young man deslres honorable
matrimony?? with & lady of lortune. A
“man in business? seeks marriage with
& womad poesessing s few thousand
dolinrs. Ip the long, long llst It iz a
rurpriee to find the udvertisement of
“a young isrcelltish gentleman,?? since
the Jews hold with sublime tenacity
fo the holiness of the domestic rela-
tions.

But day after dny the auction goes
an, only changing as to the person-
ality of the bnyers and sellers of body
und soul. The social reformers of
MNMew York thunder their maledictions

at the pameless, homele-p, hopeleas
oreatures, made desperate by
befrayal or poverty, carrying the
mark which enables virtue to

avuld their contacl; while a great
family newspaper, guarded hy pubile
esteem, eagerly scanned by hundreds
of thousands, carries safely with it the
invitation toa sln more ecarlel than
the woeful horror of a lost woman?’s
offense for bread.

An edjtorial writer in the Detroit
News, commenting upon s late proc-
lamation ol ambpDeety, recalle that bis
paper long ago took the ground that
the worse evil of wmarriage wna not in
a community then undergoing pro-
scription by the law, but in the East-
ern stater where legalized polyandry

and kindred destructions of the
sanotity of mnarriage were grow-
ing more and more into the

life of people who sre blessed with
wealth and iatelligence, and whose
congetant aspiration and practice should
he toward the upbuilding of the race.
[n his latest artiple, the Detroit editor
calle for a system of reform whioh shall
correct the infinitely greater evil, as he
avows the lesser wrony has been cor-
rected,

The frailties and mledolng of any of
God’s children constitute at any time
au unlovable subject for comment hy
this present writer. It ls partfcularly
e0 when that misdoing becomes
an organized and protecled In-
vaslon of the purity of mnr-
riage, upon which, more thau
upen laws, or nrmies, or inventions, or
material progress, depends the life and
safety of the natlion and the race. But
dieagreeable as is the subject of this
barter of hody and soul, it Is a duty to
mention it In warn!ng tones.

Marriage is an ordinance from

whi b can in no wise he safely abeent
the ¢elements of love, esteem, mutual
purpose, based upon a tried and g
proved friendship. To all the worlg {¢
isor should be thie. Buttethe Liatter.
day Hulnta it is more. It is a holy
nlliance for time and all eternity,
Whh us Dot onDly must re.
gard be had for these charactep-
1stics apd clrcumstances which cayp
gontribute to the happlness of this life
the physical, intellectual and mora
welfnre of oflspring, and the sweeten.
ing more and more of conjugal and
pareutai association ae life’s shadows
wrow longer under the setting sun; but
we muet copstantly remember that jp
Gou’e providence and under His lawg
marriage jn for ever, and therefore »
mere worldly cousideration or marita]
agepoiation for any oowortby purpose
is eaprilege, Whatever mutations have
come to us as a people in our domestig
relations bere upon earth, there iz opge
feature which the good of all the worlg
wil) lunrn to reverence: the solemp pg.
tare of our MArriage vows,

A sbrewd bueiness frlend once emiy:
“If yeu go Into u commercial partner.
ship, be eure that you know your
man.*’

1f a common prudence demands 1p.
timate acquaintance with sesociutes jp
4 tetnporal and temporary enterprige,
how much more dows Uty requlre
knowledge of each other between per-
seus who contemplate wedding for Jjfe
and whose uufitness for marriape or
failure to agree may bring sorrow o
themselves and entail penalty of woe
utto lbheir generativne—the physjen]
dlsiress, the meutsl uneouudness, the
morsl obliguity, the sorrow if not the
Jdlsgrece of divoree, nod the ev]ly of
which the Detrolt editor spenks in
suoh unmeasured condemnpation |

One of the sins of this age fg the
recklessness with which people assume
the. relation of husband or wife, fg).
lowed by n correspondivg lightnesg
In eatimating the causes which justify
n severance of that relalion. Nop othep
people bold this 8ln In greater dread
than the Latter-<ay Salots, Do other
prople have 8o strongly laid upon
them the mission to redesm al) willing
souls frow fts consequences. Ip this
parucular snd under the changed
coaditions of our own life, we wi]]
tind theusands of listeners. Every
honest man' and Wwoman entep-
ing into an honest marriage, blagemng
children as tiesof aflection and estep m
will sympsathlze with us iu the work
of reform—a mighty reform by which
the world is tobe taught that marrlage
ia of God and that the bartering of
body wod soul under form of thig
relation is wicked In His sight and the
most serious menrce Lo the patipn,
When this sin of theage is forsaken,
the special and exclualive roformers
will ind much of their work acconr-
pixlhed, Happy murriages as a rule
repult in happy homes, from which
children go forth armed in virtue
auil eobrlety to battle with the world
and do their. noble part in earthly
progrees.

The system of buying and welling
body and soul in martlave bas already
recel ved tbe recognitivn of great fame.
lly newspapers, and lnferentially the
endorsement of many of their readers.
1f these things are a part of the soclal
life of the preseut geueration in the
world, what swfu]l degradation will



