ol

through 1, although it was almost mid-
Now and then we stumbled upon
but a8 a rule there was
nothing but hemp, hemp, hemp
and there a gtalk had been cut out, but
sprouts were growing up from the bot-
tom and I am told that a hemp planta-
tion once started will keep on reproducs

the waste an

Philippines ths

as Jusi clotl

{s commonly used by the
There are thousands

and there are merchants here
made fortunes

Philippines sre

) Y in th
bemp, and St from an older plantation,

ferent branches of the
WHERE THE HEMP (X MES FROM

I find that the hemp plant grows in
of the Phillppine I

grow rapidly,

nearly every on observed being

¢ they bear fruit. Such plants
frult do not make good h€mp,

which are supported o
it, and the islands of Leyte and &a
ralge thousands of bales

part of the Phillppines W
about & hundred thousand bales
found there ready for shipment,

them going out from the Philippines
The province of Albay, which is in the

goutheastern part of Luzon

the best hemp districts

'

this notwith:
1

Here | €rop has trebled

where the wal

0 a8 1o JOL} and to supply ail

cleared, many of | jumping ropes, and
¢ trees being left standing in | gpare 1t would

young planta. The pounds of hemp to every
yver and the gprouls, | and child In our country
the suckerg taken | haust the supply by
are set out Of this amount the
ght fest apart, They | takes more than
1 three years more Mgnila hemp than all Europe, ex«

r use, After thi cepting England

cut right along | jng next to us, but she a
the only gautlon | middleman for Burope than as an ac-

cut the plants when | tyal user herself.
ready to blogsom

n

wenki i by the

some time in the

plant golng into the " o
the planls blogsom the year houses, There are

an be kept busy
danger of hig losing
f harvest as In
only cuitivation
v down the weeds,

sat out trosh suck. and it I8 brought

Hemp hag been steadily
price sind it was
inding

Years About fifty years ago the price
1 was between $4 and $56 per
the next decade It
the sightles the average price
Ten yeurs later it had rigen to $17, and
it Is now, ag I have
HOW HEMP IS GROWN. These high prices
war, and there will probably
of the proprietors I learned | within the near future,
orchard was started, or ig other | orop runs In the
hemp 48 grown, It thrives | quarter of a billion
I18ide where there s plén- | unough to give
"f I'nited States end |lg]| for a clothes
f

At present the
neighborhood

and not éx-
25,0046 600 p--mhl“

IN THE WAREHOUSES

During my stay in Manila

them where the mos
gent to be gorted and classified befor
{g ghipped to the markets of t
It 18 taken to Manila from the
in galling vessels and small stea
in from the [nterl
f Luzon In cascoes,
which are pushed

than six million pounds of the stuff an

jn Cebu, and a limited quantity
island of Mindanao
heinp grown 1
there are thousands of a
also gay miliions of acres, which could
be turned to hemp ralsing
From inquiries which
from people {nterested In the gubjec
the avallable territory has hardly been
touched, and the product might be ma le
ten timeg as large as it I8
Philippine iglands are nly
fn the world where the hemp |
been successfully
have been made to raise |t in Indla and
elsewhere, but go far none has succeed-

HARVESTING THE CROP.

Hemp farming, In fact, seems to me
he softest and easiest kind of agricul
ture 1 have yet met with A planta
tlon once started, 18 owner I8 prac tical
» independent, and If his farm I8 big

enouigh he can lle back In his edsy
halr and spend hig time counting his
shekels,  The harvesting is ehiefly done
on the ghares the harvesters receiving
half the crop

The hands work in couples, two men
«olpg together Into the plantation 1o
cut down the plants and prepare the
tuff for the m ol They do this In
the trudest and simplest way. One
man cuts down the stalk, chops off the
top and strips off its outer leaves. He

f the warehouses are enormous.
one 1 visited had mors

gtored away in it

covering almost an acre, gituated on the
hanks nf the Pasig river, not far from
! at the lower end of that
f Manila called Binondo. Cas-
d with tobacco and
and bales of hemp
ut of and into It by
half-naked Chinese coolles. The coalies
wring In palrg, each palr car-
rying a bale In a rattan gling upon |
pole which rested upon thelr shoulders.
In front of the warehouge a guantity
f hemp was spread out under the sun

coes and ships loade
hemn lay before it
ere being carried o

tleally nothing, 1 asked the proprietor
of the warchonse why he did not put
in machinery and save the employment
of S0 many men He replied that it
would be cheaper for him to do 8o, but
that his insurnnce would be thereby in-
creased, and he preferved to work by
the old method, which has been in
vogue here gince the beginning.

A HEMP TRUST,

There is danger that there will be &
hemp trugt organized, which may oon-
trol the production and marketing @f all
the hemp produced in the Islands, and

tHe conditions would seem to be favor- |

able for such an organization. 1 met
before 1 left Manlla an American who

was just etarting for New York for this’

purpose, The facts in favor of the sue-

| cusé of such a trust are that hemp cAD |

be ralsed nowhere outside the Philip-

| pineg, and also that the business Is al«

ready in guch few hands that it might

euglly be consolidated or 50 manipulats |

ed that the exporters could be forced
Iuto the combination. This man told me
that many of the hemp planters are in
debt, and he geemed to have Httle doubt
of his success in the orgamzation of &
possible syndicate, As Lo the facts,
however, 1 am not sure, and the largs
amount of undeveloped territory wenid
lead to the supposition that such a trust
might be a fallure in the development
which will probably come through the
American occupation Al present no
systematic combination of hemp plante
as been organized. The business {8
st entirely In the hands of the na-
& and the Spaniards, very few of the

ectates being owned by the friars,

Hemp ralsing is not like sugar rals-
fng In that it needs a large capital, A
man must, It ig true, have enough to
sapport himself for the three y2ars re.
quired to bring the plants Into bearing,
but after that an outiay of o few dal-
lars will furnigh him with all the ma-
chinery he needs, and he can, as I have
eaid, as far as jabor e concerned, run
his plantation on shares, Kven if he
pays for his labor he will not give hils
hands more than 15 or 20 cents a day.
In Manila, where wages are at their top
netch, the manager of the largest hemp
warehouse 1« me he was paying
amounts equal to 26 to 40 cents gold,
and he evidently thought these rates
exceedingly high,

PROFITS IN HEMP RAISING.

that but little of the land in this part
of Mindanao is legally owned. Even In
the town of Davan the most of the peo-
ple are but squatters, The Spaniards
did not question thelr rights as long as
they paid the taxes, and it has been the
same with landg taken up in the coun-
trv. It iz a question who really owns
the blg hemp plantation which I vigited
I am told that the Chinese merchants
have {n the past few months been lay-
ing claim to everything in thelr reach

UNION THt

PADIFIC

(el | PEOPLE'S

FAVORITE

—

at Cottabato and other places, o that |

much of the land now supposed to have
proprietors will need to go into the
cotirts before “its ownership can be
definitely establighed.

FRANK G, CARPENTER.

DARING WHEELMEN

Rode Over a Viaduet 300 Feet High on
a Twelve-Inch Coping.

Henry Wesson and Elbridge Hart,
two New York tourists, hold the record
for riding the Erle viaduct at Lanes-
boro. It was the result of a wager

The viaduct is over a quarter of a mile
in length and stands 200 feet from the
ground. It is used by the Erie and ls
not designed for passengers, A strong
coping 12 inches wide runs along the
outer edge, unguarded by rail or any-
thing else. Within the past two years
many persons have fallen from the
structure, striking the rocks below

Wesson and Hart were making a bi-
cycle trip from Buffgio to theéir homes
in New York, and when Lanesboro was
reached Hart dared Wesson to ride the
gtructure, supposing they could go be-
tween the ralls, When it was found
that the outside coplng was the only
place avallable, he tried to back out
but Wesson laughed at him and waz-
ered 85 that he dared not ride it
Thereupon he started across on his
wheel, Wesgon following. Down In the
valley a breathless crowd watched the
exploit, for the slightegt wabble would
have daghed both to thelr death or an
gvproaching wratn would have shaken
them off. They arrived at the other gide,
however, both In a c0ld gweat and bad.
ly scared. They declared that all the
gold in the country could not induce
them to repeat the performance.—
Neéw York Sun.
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VISIT TO A HEMP PLANTATION, | has now a white pole ive or #ix Inches | (o dry and inside of it were stacks and
thick and from six to ten feet long | bales of this stuff, half filling the great

& g mornine going through | +« ! 0O ¢ that hemp ralsing will, =
I spent this morning going througl Ihis is made of a soft central core and | room from floor to celling. It geems to me that hemj £ -
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one of the largest of the hemp planta- | 4 number of white leaves which run the i

tions of Mindanao. If you have evel ¥ .I\lltl- ngth of l1'1'| lz::lk 'i'h.L.,- l|‘| ave: | STRANGE METHODS FOR THE the best openings for American capita Any adult suffering from a cold set- ﬂ'&l E&a”k%m“m

seen & banana grove you can imagine | contain the fiber known as hemp, Th ‘ NINETEENTH CENTURY [t I8 estimated that about 726 plants | S0 o i ne breast, bronchitls, throat e A aliiary gyl ] 1]
how the planiation looks. The hemp | man strips the leaves off one by on NINETEE! h Y. | can be set out to the acre. l. am told | oo lung troubles of any natuhe 'who ., b—Yrom Ogden sid the Wess 820 a m
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which, when t! phiant full B vay that th ul wnd pulp ar From time to time the men would car- | ¢#nt I8 not an uncomman profit, and | were given away, and your druggists "“" Nl AR e e e
towers high in t) \ The raned out and only the fber I8 left v & great bundle of these hanks and { that if care fs used in gathering the | wil) tell you its success was marvelous. ’ !
outer leaves ure each a M 1 y Fhe knife 18 fastens 1 to & tread! Ipon pile it up on a platform until they had | evop the profits might be still larger It is really the only Throat and Lung ( l
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ing-cars have electric fans, and are gor-
geously decorated with flowers In
every car is a thermometer, which the
porter constantly consults In order to
keep the temperature of his car as near-
ly uniform as possible,
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but the sum total of them goes & long
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