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THE DESERET WEEEKLY.:

that will deceive them? We sce ofttimes
our dealers who ¢laim good siwanding
amongst us offering these things in the
most attractive and alluring manner
possible. Their advertising devices are
tn many instances calculated to lead on
those who have never yet contracted
the habit and to confirm those whd
nave adopted it; and even the news-
papers of our day, local and general,
fill their advertising columns with re-
commendations, telling you where you
may find the best brands of tobacco,
what houses sell the best liquors for
familv and table use,and where you can
get drunk for the least money.

I only speak of this because of the
_effect produced - among the children. 1
have a great deal to do with these
children, and if I conid lake you inlo
my confidence and tell s me of the
fathers and mothers of the young
Latter day Saints that have come to me,
in the capacity of students, concerning
the heart burnings that I have wit
nessed and the tears that] have scen
fall from those who have told me that if
only their fathers and mothers had
warned them against these weaknesses
they would not have come to me bound
in chains frown which it required more
than human effort to escape. [ do not
believe I say 100 much—if I do there
are those here who can temper what |
say and correct my words—when | de-
clare that these sins will be upon the
heads of the parents if they will persist,
by means direct or indirect, in leading
their children on to sin in this manner
and to adopt these ennervaling, soul-
destroying habits wilth which 1hey stand
scarcely a chance in the fierce compe-
tivion that is growitg every vear fiercer
and stronger in this world of ours. We
have heard oftlimes much misrepresen-
tation of the so-called principles of evo-
lution; but there is this principle of
evoluuon which I belicve is declared as
much by the words of God, through
revelation as by the wor-s of nature—
the fittes? will as a rule surdve. When
disaster and pesti.ence stalk through

your lown, alhough there may
be some who are permitted by
the Lord to {all because of wise

purpose of His and oot because of
any weakness of their own or any sins
of their parents, depend upon it if He
does not stretch forth His arm of mir-
acle, the weak and the sick 'y and those
whose bodies are predisposed to disease
are the ones that willfail. During the
terrible chiolera scourge in Tiflis a few
years ago an English opbserver who was
sent there 1o take notes of that feariul
pestilence and to report home, sent
across the wires these terrible words:
In the town of Tiflis alone thousands
had gone to their graves during the last
week, and amongst them every in-
iemperate man had fallen, not one
remains. | want 1o repeat a statement
referred to a minute agu tnat this stimu-
lant of the appetite, this desire for nar-
cotizing eflerts, once establishea in the
system 15 like a monster that has been
lel loose that will require alt the skill
and the phjysical strenglth of manhuod,
assisted by the power of God, to sub-

due. When oqcedlel 10(‘;5'3 you KNOW | oainering | watched them from a dis-
not what 1t will dg, and the boy “la'-‘tance and then miogled witt them and
begins with a cigaretie will perhaps end | 1ajked with them, and 1 came to the

in the opium joint, ruined in body, in
mind and in soul by thatfor which there

is no excuse in the first using. The.

teshmony of college presidents and other
officers ol our great institutions of

learningthroughout the country is unan-
imous in declaring that as a rule they
scarcely can find a man using tobacco
standing near the head of his class.
Qur great philosopher Franklin, in
answer to a question as to what was his
opinion concerning tobacco;said he had
never used it much and he could not
speak from an extended experience,
Jbut he did not believe it could be good.
because lie had never found an honest
man who had used it and would recom |
mend a true friend of his to adopt the
habit. c

My brethren and sisters, let the
children'learn of this in their homes and
in that schoolof Lthe tamily that never can
be dispensed with, though you were to
establish your pubilic scnools on every
block; put them right at your doors,
muitiply them 1ill they be numbered by
the hundred where now you can count
but the tems, they can not take the
place of that family school without whicn
your children can never be properly
trained. In that family school see that
you do not annul the efforis Lbal
are being made 1n the public schools by
the teachers of vour children to in-
struct them in these whings that tead to
their physical and their inteliectual as
well as to thewr moral development.
When | hear people denouncing these
things and at the same time directly or
indirectly countenancing them, 1 am re-
minded of the liquur dealer who was
converted througu the eftoris of some
temperance advucates that came 1nto
his town. Next day an advertisemem
appeared in Lhe paper announcing inat
he had learned ol the error in his ways
and bad determined o0 desetl the busi-
ness and to retorm, and then he gave a
1ist of all the choice wincs and liquors
that he hau on hand and announced
that to clear out his stock he would sels
them at half price for a week, ‘‘come
wiie, come all.”

i believe that these physical weak-
nesses and the:-e intellectual weaknesses
are very closely associated. Although
none can «doubt that sometimes Gud los
His wise purpuoses has placed one ot His
master minds 1n a mis-shapen and weak-
ened body; tnough He uas permiued
syme of His choivest spirits, for reasons
that man with ali his pnuilosophy cannut
fathom, to be ciotheu 1n a budy far from
perfect; vet | go not helieve there 18 a
singlc instance on earth of a body
originally strong that has become weak
eued hy a violauion of the laws of health
in which there resides a normal and a
heanhtul nnnd. These physical weak-
nesses that we bring upon ourselves are
sleps towards insamity,and a greatany
ol the inmales vl OUr insane asylums are
those who have been led on from one
depraving habit to another, because of
iis umnanageabie stimulant taste and
appetite that has been planied within

nem while perhaps they were children.

I do not know whether the Latter-day
Saiit fathers and mothers know how
extensive is this practice amongst their
children. I made ita rule a few years

agu to go out at niyht upon Lhe sireets
and wander abvut, and whenever 1 saw
a little koot of boys or young men

cunciusiun that at that time in the town
in which I lived, nearly three-lourths ot

the boys under sixteen years of age were
addicted to the use of tovacco. And dol
you know what that carries with itz The

love for unholy associations, The to-
bacco users among the boys are in
many instances the profane boys, thé
boys who have no love for home nor for
anything thatis good. If I find a boy
whose delight it i3 to use tobacco or
who has become addicted t¢ any other
of these destructive habits I do not nked
to ask much about his home life, much
about his moral gature. [ believe with
the great Ruskin that if you can find out
what a person's tastes are you know
what his religion is and you will know
just about what his spiritual status is.

But these physiological and these in-
tellectual objections are tu a very great
extent but stepping-stones to the great
objection that can be urged from a
moral standpoint [ am not prepared 1o
say that everv man who smokes isa
criminal, but | am prepared to say thal
every boy who smokes is more likely t&
become a criminal than he would be il
he did not smoke We ouly need to
look at a smoker when in the company
of others to see in the first place how:
every feeling ol regard lor his fellows
15 stamped out by that terrible habit.
seifishiness 1s cuitivated,and with selfish-
ness come a host ol weaknesses and a
horde of minor and major sins The
unselfish man cannot sin as can the one
who puts himselt! hefore all others.
‘T'hese childrens’ bodies arelike a vessel
upon the potter’s wheel, of plastic clay,’
taking every impression and mark of his.
finger, the shape of his nail, the imprint
ol a pattern that is laid upen i.. He can.
shape it and change it 23 ne will. But if
it has been putina the fire and hardened
and stampeu, every maiK and impertec-
tion wil he there, and it will require a’
miracle to aer It, to cause the flaws
10 disappear. The day 15 speedily com-
ing wnen tnese chidren will be beyond-
your power to coutrol. These vessels.
wui have been hardened and will have.
taken the form that they will hoid
through life, stamped with honor or.
stamped witn shame.

I look upon it asa very significant
thing, 1hough I care not to reler to
special adveriisements or particulac
cutnpanies, that the people who are ad-
verus,ng lhe sale ol cigareltes have-
taken tnis very ume and occasion, when.
people are gathered here trom oiher
places by ine inousands, to advertise
their wares. Not content witn thatthey
have turmed one of tne greaiest thven:
tivns ol modern umes Lhe puwmfui
electric seaich nght into a recommen?
datwn fur the use ot Lhat whicn tne.
Lord has declared 10 be anabomination:
aud a curse amuong a peupie. | want
sunply to ask yuu to beware of theses
tniogs. Work with those to whom you,
are entrusting your cnildren. 1 btheve.
ihere shouid be a closer association bes-
tween tne teachers and the parems. [
have olten Jelt to cry shaie to the'
parent who allows the leacher to wholly
take the place of a parent. Work withy
your teacners, assist them Dy your coun-’
sel, by your exaniple and precepts at.
home, hy your admunismings to your
children. See o1t that white they aré
young and plasiic tney are properly
shapcd, that they may becone vessels
fit to be used in the service ol our God:
This 1s to me an all impurtant suuject..
[ trusiit will appeal 10 every one, tor
remember rnat we are answerable 1o the
Lord 1or these spirits that have come to,
us, and when we stand betore the bar’
ot Gud to answer tor the deeds that we,
have done and 1o receive thereward or



