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2020 BERN switzerland
may aoth 1897

by request of some of the readers of
the NEWS I1 send you the following in-
formation regarding the swiss and ger-
man mission hoping it will be welcome
to those who are interested in the pro-
gress of the work of the lord here

the swiss and german mission ex-
tends from geneva in the southern part
of switzerland to kiel and to the north-
ern parts of germany at present about
eighty elders are laboring in the prin-
cipalci I1 cities of switzerland and germany
wheree regular branches of the churchchuoc
are established and are spreading the
gospelchopel wherever the laws of the land
permit them to do so in many places
religious liberty is limited on account of
the priests of the different sects using
their influence with the government to
deny the elders the liberty of preaching
and distributing tracts but in general
we have more liberty today than at any
time previous

the mission is divided into ten con-
ferencesferenfereno ces6 with presiding elders over
eachesal viz i berne conference in-
cluding langean and Simmenthal 2

central conference including biberistbigeristBiberist
and basel 3 east swiss

Confereconferenceace including zurich minter
thur schaffhausenSchaft hausen heriganHe sirnach
and Grau bunden 4 jura conference
including biel chaux de aoude and

5S french conference includ-
ingS geneva IAulausannesanne and nyan 6

frankfort on the main including darm-
stadt mannheim lud
wiwigshafen1 and mainz 7 hamburg
incincludingirudin surrounding towns kiel han-
over

anyand bielefeld 8 berlin includ-
ing surrounding towns and stettin 9

bresdenden including freiberg chemnitz
leipzig muhlhausen barou and bres-
lau 10 stuttgart including back
mangbang calwcala nuremberg and munich

the majority of the elders are not
native bornbom and havehave to learn the lan-
guage before assuming their missionary
labors some of these elders acquire
the language in a short time after arriv-
ing here while others finefind it a task to
masterinister the same at some places where
the laws of the land permit we have
adopted the system of tractradingtink which
has proved to do much good while in
other places public meetings have been
heldfield but so far the best result is ob-

tained in laboring in a quiet way with
the help of the saints and their acquaint-
ances and in holding small meetings
where strangers are invited and where
ahe privilege of askaskingiog questions is

iven through the eeffortsarts otof the el-
ders in these various ways the gospel is
spreadingding and new fields are hopeniopeningn
uptip and more elders are wanted at affdiffe-
rent

e r
t placesaces at present fifty more elders

couldcoufa be used tolo good advantage for
JE

thisams year sixty two baptisms are re-
ported prospects are very favor
able

on account of the priests the elders
and some of the saints at munich have
been arrested for holdholdinging a meeting in a
private house and a fifinene ot 090o marks
was imposed upon each person but
after a few days the money was re

at muhlhausen the elders
wg notified by the police to leave the

town but through the efforts of the el-
ders and some of their good friends the
decision had been reversed and the el-
ders are able to continue their labors
without further disturbance

the elders have tried to travel with-
out purse or scrip but owing tb the
strict laws otof the land they have not
been able to accomplish it we think
the time is not far distant when the el-
ders will be able to go without money
but certainly more branches have to be
established than now exist

in general we are better understood
by the people of this country than ever
before our doctrine is finding more
investigators and the time has arrived
in this mission for a greatreat missionary
work to be done the1he elders are
preaching the gospel in places where
only a few centuriesies ago noted reform-
ers such as luther melanchton carl-
stadt zwingliFw ingli calvin and others have
gained their famous names in establish-
ingn the protestant religions truly
tthey were instruments in the hand of
the lord to prepare the way for the
preachingrea ching of the gospel as it is revealed
fromfrom heaven through the prophet
joseph smith

we are all well in body and in spirit
and are much encouraged in our labors

P loutensock

conference IN NEW ZEALAND

hawkeshawkers bay new zealand
may ath 1897

it is some time since anything was
written to the NEWS from this part orof the
australian mission since the begin-
ning of the year we have had nine new
baptisms blessed tourfour children and per-
formed five marriagesmarria gesaa I1 of which goes
to show that the good work is progress-
ingim during the month of march we
had a genuine treat for it was then that
our semiannualsemi annual district conference was
held at mahanMa hangaa convening on the irth
our president elder E F richards ac-
companiedcompanied by the secretary W C cas-
tleton arrived in the district the monday
previous to the commencement of con-
ference and were met by the district
president elder J C allenalien and travel-
ing elder G L andrus

the following day all rode to
the only branch we have

situated on the mahia pennisula where
they found one of our good maori
saints very sick and weak she being un-
der the influence of the adversary they
anointed her with oil and after several
administrations succeeded in rebuking
the evil spirit A meeting was held that
night and all present seemed to acknowl-
edge the hand of god in the healing
the next day all with the exception of
brother andrus who was left at wai
aharawh araasas our good sister who was healed
was yet very weak continued on to
nuhaka here they were given a hearty
welcome by elder J N lambert and
saints of that place there is the old
home and a good one too of brother
chirini who is now located in
zion after having supper we went to
the meeting house where elder rich-
ards spoke for some length

that day and the followfollowingift we feasted
on watermelonswatermelons which were given to
us by the natives boyish like we all

tried to see who could eat the most but
none could beat elder castleton he
eevenn gotot fat on watermelonswatermelons while in theaagmahiaa tv

on thursday we rode to
and in the evening we held a wenwell at-
tended meeting elders richards and
castleton were the speakers the
people listened with interest and seemed
well paid for coming to meeting

friday morning we were up early get-
ting ready to goto macangaMa hanga atter
taking a good breakfast at sister katie
smiths place we started outaout arriving
at macanga about 4 p mmi where we
again met brother andrus also a very
jarlargee crowd of saintssainta and outsiders wwhobaghad gathered there for conference
shortly after our arrival elders J E

of hurangaTuranga and J A M jacob
sen of put in their appearance
which now swelled our elders ranks to
seven

at xoio a m on saturday march
our aconconferenceterence began owour district presi-
dent

pres-
ided elder allenalien presiding that and
the day following were ones to be
remembered by the saints of the mahia
on sunday the irth we had four bap
timms and confirmations preformed two
marriages ordained one man to the
priesthood administered the sacrament
and also administered to a number of
persons who were sick some wirowere
healed instantly as was testified to in
the closing meeting by the father of a
child that was brought tpto us to anoint
the little one while we were administer
inging 19 it seemed totd be breabreathingillhi its last
but as soon as the adm inist wasVMS

performed it regained its strathabcatcbbi in i

the closing testimony meemeetingtint heldeeld on06
sunday evening manmany 8strong testi-
monies were borne to the truthfulnessa ness of
the gospel and the power of god

A rich outpouring of the holy spirit
was enjoyed throughout the entire gath-
ering some persons were present
and Ngawala at whose place the con-
ferencearence was held did his utmost to
make everything a success

our conference ended all elders left
thehe following morning on horseback
leadedheaded for the general conference to be

held in the waira rapa district some
miles away the trip was uneventful
with the exception that we got caught in
one of new zealandaZea lands heavy rain storms
which can only be appreciated by those
who have been there themselves

at conference elder allenalien was releas-
ed to return home elder andrus ap-
pointed to labor in another district
while elder charles J peterson was ap-
pointed to labor in this district as my
companion we returned to our dis-
trict on the irth of april and since then
we have been busily engaged in our labslab-
ors

the NEWS comes regularly to hand
J N lambert

conditions IN IOWA

SPENCER iowa june jtb 1897
we have pleasure in writing bribrieflyealr

from this point elder james D coon jr
otof riter salt lake county started on0n itA
mission june 2ndand 1896 golmgoingig to the
northern states reaching chelsiaCn elsia
iowa he in company with elder lewlei
A covincolvin was soon after assigned to
labor in stony county that state after
five months missionary labors hebe with
elder myron A holgate was assignassignedeol
to marion and laterinter to mahaska cocountyanty
spending last winter there in macmarass


