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GENERAL CONFERENCE.

THe Fity-ninth Annual Con-
ference of the Church of Jeaus
Christ of Latter-dny Saints will
commence at 10 o’clock on Batur-
day morning, April 6th, 1889, in
the Tabernacle, in Balt Lake City.

The ofitcers and members of the
Church are eprdially Invited to

attend.
WILFORD WOODRUFF,

In behalf of the Twelve Apostles.

COUNSEL AND COERCION.

THe right to counscl s not the
tlght to coerce. The two terms have
different meanings. One doocs not
imply the other. Counsel means
advice, coercion signifies compul-
sion., 'The authority of the Holy
Priesthood, jn the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, carrles
with it no element of arbitrary force,
no power to compel men and women
to aceept any doctrine or policy, or
to do or refrain from doing any par-
ticular act. The functlons of that
Priesthood are ministerial and ad-
visory, and when exercised In
presidency are governmental only
by the consent of the governed.

Though God may endow a man
with the keys of the Priesthood, and
the gifts of a prophet, a sevr and a
revelator, yet if the people to whom
hejs sent do not choose to receive
him in that capacity, or while
acknowledging his  divine cal-
ling decline or neglect to fol-
low his teachings and carry
out bis counsels, he I8 not author-
lzed to Inflict upon thiem any pun.
ishment involving life, liberty or
property, or to use any coercive
measures o bring them to compli-
auce. He can declare a message,
proclaim the divine will, explain
the benefits to be derlved from
obedience and the consequences of
rejection, but he must not force sub-
misslon or exercise personal domin-
ion by whiech the free agency of any
person s Infringed.
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God, Himself, the highest of nll,
from whom gacerdolal authority
emnanates, does not foree the human

commands. As in natural laws so

.|in spiritual laws; the wlll of the

| creature is as frev as the will of the
Creator.  Men violate what they
know to be the laws of nature. In
the same way they may disregard
what they believe or know to Le the
commandments of God. The con-
seguences in either case are inevit-
able; hut the volltion of man is un-
distu rbed.

Deity never compels the cholce of
the right nor prevents the cholee of
the wrong. Herein is the sphere
| where justlce claims ita own. If
mankind were not free, mankind
could not be judged as accountable
belngs. There could be no just
punishment or reward if the liberty
of the individunl was not preserved.
The final judgment is predicated on
man’s free agency. Good and evil
are evoer prescnt in this mortal life,
and a8 with the lifetree and the
death-tree in the primeval paradise,
both are within the reach of man’s
free will until the choice is mnade
and lts consequences ensue.

Then, if the Almighty, who hus
the right to command, abatains
from coerclon, His servants, who
{ have no such right in and of them-
selves over their fellows, would he
outside of their prerogatives if they
attempted to compel complinuce
with their counscl.

There js n wide difference be-
tween counsel and commandment.
One mny coms legitimately from a
man holding anthority in the Pricat-
hood, the other eanonly come prop-
erly frum God. When men assume
the powers reserved to Deity, they
may terrorlze the wenk for a time,
but this abuse of authority is sure to
injure the person who thus sceks to
grasp domlinion over the souls of
men, more than those who may
temporarily suffer from the wrong.
The counsels of the Priestheod must
be given in all righteousness, mevk-
ness, bretherly kindnessand charity,
| or they will not be aecompnnied by
that living, spiritual power which
alone can vitulize them and endow
them with power fromon high. For,
It Is only as the minlsters of the Lord
that the authority even to give coun-
scl to others may beexercised In the
Church.

Revolation declares that one man
is not to be in bondage untoanother.
There i8 no man-worship or human
distinction In the Church of Christ.
“Thu rights .of the Priesthood are

mind or compel obedience to His |

inseparably connpected with the
powers of heaven,’ and these “with-
draw themselves” when those who
hold the friesthood here undertake
to ‘‘exercise control. or deminion,
or compuision ln any degree of un-
righteousness.”  Reproof may be
administered with sharpness when
necessary but only ns inspired
by the Holy Ghost and to be fol-
lowed by an Increass of love t0
those who nre reproved. {Doctrine
and Covenants, p. 424.) That is the
doctrine of heaven and is the
essence of priestly pewer in ‘‘Mor
monism.??

The Gospel is “a perfect Inw of
liberty.? But even under the Mosaic
code the rightsof the people were
recognized and protected. The Al-
mighty snid Isracl should not have
a King. But -when theydebermiﬂed
to inve one and rigk the evils He
portended as the result, God did not
interforc. Isrnel cliose Kings and
were not hindered in establishing
monarchial government, because it
was their chelee and they had the
right of cholee under the law of free
agency.

In the Church of Christ the rights
of the people as to Church govern-
ment are declared by revelation.
The Presidency consists of ¢three
presiding High Priests. chosen &y thé
budy, appointed and ordalned to
that office, and upheld by the con-
fidence, faith, and prayer of the
Church.”? This presiding quorum
or council is balaneed hy the Coull-
cil of the Twelve Apostles, which
“form n quorum cqual In autherity
and power’? to the First Presidency-
This precludes the ldea of a ‘‘on®
man power” such ss ls represented
by opponents of the Church to be
its form of government. It i8 fur-
ther ordained that “every declsiol
mande by tiiese quorums, or either of
them, must be by the unanimou®
voice of the same; that is, every
member in each quorum mfst be
agreed to its decislons in onder to
make thelr deelsions of the same
power or validity one with the
other’? (Doc. & Cov. p. 386). 1ivery
officer In the Church is such by the
sanctlon and consent of the people
to whom he s to minister. 1€
cannot be forced upon them.

The powers of state are soparate
and distinct from those of the
Church. They spring from the
people under the lnws and genius of
the republic. The governmeﬂ"
revenled to the Latter-day Salnté
democratic as 1t 18 In its feature of
common consent, ig distinctly de-
clared Dy the Divine volee to be



