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GENERAL conference
at THE fifty ninth annual con-

ference of the church of jesus
christ of latter day saintssainte WMwill
commence at 10 on satur-
day morning april ath 1889 in

the tabernacle in salt lake city
the officers and members of the

church are cordially invited to

attend
WILFORD P

in behalf of the twelve apostles
I1

COUNSEL AND COERCION

THE right to counsel is not the
righteight to coerce the two terms have
different meanings one does not
imply the other counsel means
advice coercion signifies compul-
sion the authority of the holy
priesthood in the church of jesus
christ of latter day saints carries
with it no element of arbitrary force
no power to compel men and women
to accept any doctrine or policy or
to do or refrain from doing any par-
ticular act the functions of that
priesthood are ministerial and ad-
visory and when exercised in
presidency are governmental only
by the consent of the govgovernedernect

though god may endow a man
with the keys of the priesthood and
the gifts of a prophet a seer and a
revelator yet if the people to whom
he is sent do not choose to receive
him ip that capacity or while
acknowledging his divine cal-
ling decline or neglect to fol-
low his teachings and carry
out his counsels he is not author-
ized to inflict upon them any pun
Ishlehmentmerit involving life liberty or
property or to use any coercive
InmeasureseUres to bring them to compli-
ance he can declare a message
proclaim the divine will explain
the benefits to be derived from
obedience andaard the consequences of
rejection but he must not force sub-
mission or exercise personal domin-
ion bychichby which the freefhe agency of any
person is infringed

god himself the highest of all
from whom sacerdotal authority
emanates does not foreeforce the human
mind or compel obedience to his
commands As in natural laws so

in spiritual laws the will of the
creature tois as free as the will of the
creator men violate what they
know to be the laws of nature in
the same way they may disregard
what they believe or know to be the
commandmentscommandment 3 of god the con-
sequences in either case are inevit-
able but the volition of man is un-
disturbed

deity never compels the choice of
the right nor prevents the choice of
the wrong herein is the sphere
where justice claims its own if
mankind were not free mankind
could not be judged as accountable
beings there could be no just
punishment or reward if the liberty
of the individual was not preserved

the final judgment is predicated on
mans free agency good and evil
are ever present in this mortal life
and as with the life tree and the
death tree in the primeval paradise
both are within the reach of mans
free will until the choice is made
and its consequences ensue

then if the almighty who has
the right to command abstains
from coercion his servants who
have no such right in and of themethem
selve their fellows would be
outside of their prerogatives if they
attempted to compel compliance
with their counsel

there is a wide difference be-
tween counsel and commandment
one may come legitimately from a
man holding authority in the priest-
hood the other can only come prop-
erly from god when men assume
the powers reserved to deitydeify they
may terrorize toethe weekweak for a time
but this abuse of authority is sure to
injure the person who thus seeks to
grasp dominion over the souls of
men more than those who may
temporarily 8sufferer from the wrong
the counsels of the priesthood must
be given in all righteousness meek-
ness brotherly kindness and charity
or they will not be accompanied by
that living spiritual power which
alone can vitalize them and endow
them with power from on high for
it is only as the ministers of the lord
that the authority even to give coun-
sel to others may be exercised in the
church

revelation declares that one man
tois not to be in bondage untoanother
there is no man worship or human
distinction in the church of christ
the rights of the priesthood are

inseparably connected with the
powers of heaven and these with-
draw themselves when those who
hold the priesthood here undertake
to exercise control or dominion
or compulsion in any degree of un-
righteousness reproof may be

administered with sharpness when
necessary but only as inspired
by the holy ghost and to be fol-

lowed by an increase of love to

those who are reproved doctrine
and covenants p that is the
doctrine of heaven and is the
essence of priestly power in mor-
monism

the gospel is Isa perfect law of

liberty but even under the mosaic
code the rights of the people were
recognized and protected the al-
mighty said israel should not have
a king but when they determined
to have one and risk the evils hoS
portended as the result god did not

interfere israel chose kings and
were not hindered in establishing
monarchial government because it
was their choice and they had thetn
right of choice under the law of free
agency

in the church of christ the rights
of the people as to church govern-
ment are declared by revelation
the presidency consists of three
presiding high priests chown by tm
body appointed and ordained to

that office and upheld by the con-
fidencefi faith and prayer of thetb
church 1 P this presiding quorum
or council is balanced by the chuucoun-
ell

coun-
cil of the twelve apostles which

form a quorum equal in authority
and power to the first president
this precludes the idea of a one
man power such as is represented
by opponents of the church to be
its form of government it is fur-
ther ordained that every decidecisionsiOu

made by these quorumsqu or either of

them must be by the unanimous
voice of the same twthat is every

member in each quorum be

agreed to its decisions in order to

mamakeke ttheirheir decisions of the samesam
power or validity one with the
other doc cov p every
officer in the church is such by the
sanction and consent of the people
to whom he is to minister S
cannot be forced upon them

the powers of state are separate

and distinct from those of the
church they spring from thebe

people under the laws and gengenius of

the republic the government
revealed to the latter day bainte
democratic as it is in its feature of

common consent is distinctly do-
e

d

dared by the divine votevoice to be

A


