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HISTORY OF JOSEPH SMITH
MARCH 1843

thursday IG inrn the office reading closterTlpaperspers
ardand giving counsel to bro hyrum dr fosterfostenoster
and many others

friday 17 part of the day in my office
remainder at home

settled with father perry gave him a deed
for 80 acres of land and city lot and prophesied
that it would not be siamonsix monmonths before he
could sell it for cash

at 4 pm N K whitney broubrouchtht in a letter
from it S esq st louis
dateddate ath instant concerning porter rockwell
which I1 immediately answered

rereportsortsoris reached us that new indictments
had beenreen found against myself bro hyrum
and some others on the old missouri
troubletroublesq and J C bennett was making des-
perate threats

the island of ceded to great
britain by the emperor ofot chirachina who opened
kslsealvelivee ports to the english trade by treaty

saturday 18 1I was most of the forenoon
jnin the office in cheerful conversation withwilh dr
richards and others finished writing a cetteiletterietter
to arlington bennett

about noon 1 laid down on lleileliehe writing table
with my headonhead on abilea pile of law boolebooke saying
write and tell the world I1 acknowledge mmy

pelfbelf a very great lawyer I1 am going to ststudy1
ay

law and this is the way I1 study it and then
fell asleep

rode out in the afternoon with IVW clayton
looking at lots for bishop N K and
afterwards played ball with the boyskoys

the french seized upon the society group of
pacific igles

sunday 19 rode out with emma and vi-
sitsiteded my farmtarn returned about 11 am and
spent the remainder of the day at home

D B huntington started for chicago with
a letteletter to mr justin butterfield U S attor-
neyney concerning orrin porter rockwell

received a letter from elder P P pratt
ivinggiving a synopsis of his mission to england
sincerince august 1839 in which I1 find he has
published since april 1841 when the remain-
derer of the twelve returned home 1500 thymn
books 2500 voice of warning tracts
entitled heaven on earth copies of
elder hydes mission to Jenijerusalemsalem

ylezietocopieskopiesyie a of A letter to the queen and some
othercr works andanti continued the star monthly
ilehe left england oct 20 1842 and after a voy-
age41 e of ten weeks arrived in new orleans
beingleing ice bound on the river and having a dis-
like to0 the outlaws who govern missouri he
wintered at chester illinois on the news of
hishia arrival he was warmly pressed to preach
which he did several times and baptized two
men in that place

sir james south sir john erschelherschelII and
other astronomers in europe have published
notices of the sword seen in the heavens on the
eve of the loth and several swesyee even
angstggs they represent it as the stray tail of a
comcometromet as no nucleus could be discovered with

powerful instruments
5 at parisparia M arago caru to the
academyacademymy of sciences on the subject of the
comet that the observations of theamers were notcot complete the nucleus not beingt
disidiscovered

dionblonmondayday 20 1I rode out to see hiramniram kim
ballbalballichlithbithmith mrs butterfield about a deed for
the Llswrenceamawrencerence estate settled with robert D
foitervosterFosterand gavepave him a note to balance aliallallail
demanddemands and aftafterwardaftenerardvarda acknowledged about

4 20 deeddeeds to diffiedifferentrent individuals which mccu

tedpredfed myllie until about 3 pminaierA ietterletterappears in the niinilmillennialnialhial star agivingiving
particulars of the passage of the ship swan

tonyjiontonj from liverpool and arrival at new or
heansjeans loaded with saints in which the power

thehe holy priesthood is manifested in the
Eeelingalingfilell of the sick the steward of this

aelel was so injured by a blow fronifrom one of
larewi crevycresy that hishia life was dedespairedred of and I1
so over him for sometimesome atme andthoughtrid thatth tt
hf as gone the captain had administered
to biallhamallallali that he could think of in the way of
inednea but to nno0 effect and after they gave
up bipes of his recovery at twelve
at nigni gu he sentseat for eldereider lorenzo snowasnow
andara by anointing with oil and the lavingonlaving on
gt handshandashinsAinin the name of the lord he wagwaa

there and then raised up and perfectly healed
for this token of the divine favor we wiitwilt
praise the god of israel

tuesday 21 was in the office about 9
writing orders about noon started with
william clayton for Shokoquon dined at brobroi
russells and then resumed our journey to
libeus T coons 16 miles when I1

wonderful kignssigns have been seen in the hea-
vens during the week this nightright about 12

the pilot and officers of the steamer
william penn on the ohio river between
aurora and the rising suntin indiana observed
a great light in the skyshy in the form of a ser-
pentpen t it turned to a livid bright red deep and
awful and remained stationary among the
stars for two nror three minutes and then initt a
gradual manner formedformea a distinct romanromin G in
about I1itI1 minutes it turned into a distinct 0
and afterwards changed to a plain D when it
turned into an oblong shape and gradually
disadisappearedfeared7Awednesday 220 was spent in visiting mypy
friends

elderbider 1E D woolley writes from westfieldwesfield
that he hashis baptized twenty

and organized a branch in little river vil-
lageigI g

elder james burnham lieddied in richmond
aged 46 he had been on a

mission to englandrnglandgiand and wales about 2 years
and was then on a mission in the eastern
states ard through excessive labor and expo-
sure brought on quick consumption lieile left
a wife and severalbeveral children to lament his
loss 10

Thuthursday 23 spent the day in visiting my
friends

at 71 am the heavens exhibited a splendid
appearance of circles accompanied by mock
suns for further particulars see times and
seamonsSea rons page

the sword has been seen for several nights
paspast alsoaiso on the opposite side of the horizon
a black streak about the size of the light onconrr
while the one is aaas black as darkness the
other has considerable of the appearance of
the blaze of a commercorner but it is not a comet for
it appears about 7 and disappears
about 9

friday 24 I1 took a ride to camp creek
met bro claytor returned to libenslibeus T cocoonsonTwhere weure warmed for an hour and ihthenn rre-
turned homehorne

in the eveninevening two teams arrived from lima
loaded with prprovisionsovi also one load from
angustaAn custa

the st louis republican sars at point
a pitre guadaGnadaguadaloupeloupeioupe one of the west india
islands 2000 persons ran together in the pub
liclie ssquareaare mullenwhenlienllen the earth opened and swal-
lowedlowel the whole mass

the paperspapers report that gen napier with
700 english1 glish troops gained a brilliant victovictorya7over the Bel army of men oaon the

tiltuit
Satursaturdaydaydav 25 intn the office at 8 am heard

a report from hyrum concerning thieves
whereupon I1 issued the following

proclamation
to the citizens of

wheress it appears by the republication of
the foregoing proceedings and dideclarationecla ration that
I1 have notnet altered my views on the subject of

and
whereas it is reported that there now exists

a band of desperadoes bound by oaths of se-
crecy tinderunder severe penalties in case any mem
berher of the combination divulges thir plans of
ststealingealin and conveying propropertiespetties from station
to station up and down the mississippi and
mothr rourouteses and

whereas it isa reported that the fear ofor the
execution of the pains and penalties of their
secret oath on their persons preventsids some
ni abers of said secret association who have
through falsehood and deceit been drawn into
their snares from divulging the sime to the
legally constituted authorities of the land

know ye therefore that 1I josphjos ph smith
mayor of the cityrity of nauvoo will grant and
insure protection against all personal mob
violence to eachand every citizen of this city
who will freely and voluntarily come before
me and truly make known the names of all
stichsuch abominable characters as are encaenzaengageded in
said secret combination for stealingstoa lingorv or are
access arvary thereto in any mannermander and I1 would
respectfully solicit the cooperationoperationco of all min-
isters of justicefustice in this andandind the neighboring
states to ferret out a bbandand of thievish outlaws
from our midatmidst

given ununderdermymy handband at nauvoo city this
day of march AD

JOSEPH SMITH
mayor of said city I1

received a letter from grandgrard mastermister A jo
nag requesting the loan of cannon to celebrate
the organizationI1 of the new county of mar
quette which I1 granted

also received a letter from VU S senator I1

young with a bond for a quarter section of
land

I1 baptized mr mifflinmiggMifflinofof philadelphia
issard a writ for the arrest of A fields for 1

disorderly conduct he waswaa brought in drunk I1

about noon and abused the court I1 ordered
hlhim tto0 bbe patt inin ironsirousirons till he waswag sosoberkerter

thene caanhigh council with my brother livrud
presiding sat on an appeal of benjamin boyrhoyta
oromfrom thothe decision ofot dadadddavid64 eliw bishobishor

which was that bro lloyt cease to call cer-
tain chiriccharacters witches or wizardwizards cease to
work with the divining rodrooroc and ceaceaseat bburningarnin
i1 board or boards to heal those whom he SAsaiaslid
were bewitched on hearing the case the
council decided to confirm the decision of
bishop evans

the st louislouia gazette reports an awful
galesale within the last six weeks vessels
were wreckedgrecked on the coast of england and

livesilvese loslost on the coast of ireland 5 vessels
and lives on the boist of scotland 17 ves-
sels 39 lives and on the coast of france 4
vessels and lives value of vessels and
carscaricargoesroes roughly estimated lonzon

thetiie thames tunnel completed opened for
foot passengers when personspersona passed
throughh the first dadavv I1

eilerelyerelderelfer william I1lenshawhenshaw who has encoun-
tered considerable opposition since he com-
menced preaching in south wales organized
the pen y darran branch and ordordainedalved william
reesnees davis priest who commenced preachinarchine
in the welsh language which caused opposi-
tion to increase and a considerable number to
receive the gospelgospe while he established that
branch of the charch bro supported
himself by work in the coal mines

sunday 26 at home the weather being
too severe for meetings

floruprom one of dr glen C ilav nys letar to bislis fonton putsput
I1 fished in larelafeire I1

how a thriftless farmerFarmer was reformed
1

I1

if vouyouY have a place for everaleverythingshingthing and keep
it in its place ifit you have a ilmetune to do busi-
nessI1 and do it in its time you will find that

i youyon will drive illlAibusinesssiness instead of business
driving11 youyon arddaridd so will have le isire instead of

I1

constant worry it pains me to see some men
undertake any business of moment they are
as sure to become entangledentangledy and thrown on to
their backs their business atopa top of them as
they are to undertake it take farming for
instance now I1 venture the assertion that
two thirds of ailallalithethe farmers in this state are
burningburnine greenpreen woowoodd this terrible cold weather
go into their houses arldarid youyon hear the
of the beech or maple or elm as like to the

1 death dirge of a cockroach as can be out of
the chimney tops comes forth smoke dark as

rusrug and their wives and hiredfired alrigalrisi 19lsis are
cross as bedlam these men child not findrd time
to cut their wood and have it seasonedseason rd now
I1 chargechare it on you that youyon fail not to have time
to do ellallail that you undertake in order every
day accidentst casualties catastrophes provi
dences arearc taking place because men women
and children have not time to do things as they
on ht to be donedane I1 must tell you a stottostoryry
which is a fact

when I1 was a boyboys there lived in my native
village a family by the name ot0 wisonwilson there
were four beya and four girlstirilriirleandirlsandand they were
exceedingly gifted not one of themthern was there
who did not rank in beauty intellect and per-
sonal physical power a good way above medi-
ocrity they all hadbad more than common ededu-
cational

11

catonacat ionallonallacacquirementsacquireallualiu
irelreirementaments for they learnelearnedI easily

the girls allail married early and to young men
of promise the men all married and to res-
pectabletheirpecactabletabletabie women yet all remained poor
their failure was directly attributable to a
want of order not one of them waswag evernver
known to do a thing inI1 n lisits timetimp nor have a thing
in its place with one exception and liehe is the
hero of my story OF one of the girls I1 may siyslyY
truthfully that for over thirty five years she
hashag never seen the son rise always going to
bed past midnight1I and rising paspasi middaydidday

Bbutt to0 inmy story erastueerastus was a
fafannerme a shiftlessiftless slovenly disorderly slip-
shod farmer the winds andad the waterswater the
sun and rain darkness and broad dayfay all con-
spired2ired to do him harm hisilia gates were

his hoeshogs noses were nnwrung his sheep
could leap hhlisis fenced likeilke wild leerdeer hisilia cattle
were seen with boards over their eveseyes great
spiked chains on their necks yokeyokess oo00 anda nd
tied head and foot illshis honseshorses were as thin
as a rhode island spare rib you couldconid see
sunriseq through themthen hisilia windowswinclows had old
hats old coats old newspapers and shingles
instead ofor glass illsilia corn was stuntedbishisjisris
meadows halfhalt covered with grass and about
him the spirit of decay seemed to broodbral yet
liehe worked hard did not drink nor gamble nor

lidquarrelti arrel in fact he veisleiswaswag a piousI1 ous man but he
did everything at the wrongwrong0 timeimle and in the
tongwrongmong way

thus he lived until his hair turned creycrex and
covertypoverty sat at his table an acknowledged maem
berer of his family one cold december day hebe
was going to his barn and it happenedhipp ened that heh
lifted up his eyes and afar oftottaftinin one of his
lots liehe sawsavy something that looked to him like
deer liouns sticking through the top of a snow-
drift ilehe was all alive ilelie would makereake a
conques so over the fence hebe leaped and anade
for the derdeer he waded the drifted andanti tinun
drifted enowsnow till he reached the spotsspot when
beholds instead of the horns of a buclbuckbueki there
stuck up the two handles of his plow heire
warwa very angry and started to zoero back when
liehe said he heard a voice asag audibly aaas ever a
voice 6 say erastus wilsonahson you deserve
a goodrood flogging for leaving your prowplow ont in
the snow it is by buchsuch you havehay0
come to ropovertyverty pick up your plow and taketalc
it to the barn 31

ilehe immediately set about ttit andalid by what
means he did it he neveruever could tell dutbut abroy

that deep snow and over the drifts he dragged
the implement to the barn once there hahe
took a raraww hidede stripped himself naked andarri
addressed bimhimhimselfseifself

draerastusEraetus wilson you areaare a meanlacan dirty povov
erty stricken man all your ionglongc life you lvehavebave
beenhelen too lazyrazy to save what vouyou haveavi earned
or too careless to do it you deserve a figalgflop
ginggingln here iais your plow whose handles youyoa
could never seesec till you thought them the dorrn
of a deer then you wade drifts waistwaid deep to
get them you deserve a good flogging youyon
careless blockhead and you shall have uryrry11 41 and
hebe laid the raw hide on his body legs and feet
till heh raised wales ha skippieskippinpic roundaround the
floorficor naked and screaming while he would say
leave your plow ontout wilwibilyoulyoukyou pretty farmerfarmen

youyon arearc aint you lilill aeesec if I1 cantcaltcancal teach
you better 22

thus he floggefloggeded himself most soundly drob
sed himehimselfelfeif andalli went in from that flogging
he came forth a changed man lielle wabwas prompt1
orderly saving and up with theth times ilisllla
neighbors were surprised hisilia family were
wonder struck ilehe bebeganbeanan to thrive and in
less thanthin three years no farm his flockflocks3 all
bore afie evidence of being under the guidance
of a spirit energies were of the amplest
order about this time be sickened andana daddied

sharpes rifles
the new haven journal chronicled in sibaib

stance some queer doings sayingssaying ac in new
havennaven on kansassasgas and 4rifledriflesri flea 1 ac ax
butbat the timestimea thusthiis throws a aloodhood of ilmi upon
the meeting held there in the nornnorlnorthth charch
E ex

profaror silmasylmaSILLIMANtakiAK st
profpron sullSillallimanlimanilmanunannoan of yale college rosarog amiand

said that hehl did not hope slibashamesrols rifles woultz
be antto the fullest ususeuge of which they weiram
capable but self defence especially in the
cause or freedom is a sacred duty ilehe deprodepre
bated the necessities of the time which demanddemana
such precautionrecaution on the part of settlers in kan-
sas dutentbitalt he believed in meeting manfully thetha
present exigencies

ap bad as they might be ileliet
said he desired to head the list for the procur-
ing of a number of weapons of defence for the
partypirty setting outolt and that therefore mr blineslinea
might put downandown on the paper B silliman one
sharpe rifle
the price of a rifle was 25
nirair russel and rev mr dutton roae both

at once mr russel speaks first
put me down for one

rev mrair dutton pasterpastor odthe churchlarchcl
one of the deacons otof this church mr har-

vey hall is going out with the company andard I1
as his pastor desired to present to him a bible
antlanil a sharpessharpens rifle great applause

FI1 P pie I1 will give one
stephen I1D pardee twill give one forlor nmy-

self and also one for mysay wwifelefel
mr beecher I1 like to see that it la a broke

right and left geatgreat laughter
charles ives put msme down for three
thomasrthomax R trowbridgepe put meroc down fortor

continued laughter
dr J 1I ilowe I1 will subscribe for one
A gentlemangentleman eaideald that nias mary dutton

wouldwoul give one
dr stephen J hubbard one
mr beecher here statedf hatthat if twenty five

could be raised on the spot he would pledgeplede
twenty givefive more from Plyplymouth tahchircharch ficififty
beinheinheingbeing11 a summasufficientclent numberiforfor fliptilelh A holehoie eippsclapping of handa allailalloverover the house

professor silliman now left mr beecher tto
speak for the bid and eatsat downdowa to enjoy the
occasion

mr killam I1 alvehsebro one
mr beecherEe echer killam thattha vi a si ant

name in ioa with a sharpesSharpshar cB ariae
laughter
professor W anorton0o One formelmetmelmr vining another for me
mr moses tyler I1 will pledge one pe13

rifle frommfrom the junior class in yale collegocolletgreatgreat applause 1
professor sillimannn rising tnin his seat and

sweeping the galleriesnailerlesiea vitwihv 11 hiahta eye tharetheretha-e
are coir classes in yale imalimmensImaienaaeraa
sensation

henry trowbridge onoona
john G forthnorth onelonet
mr beechenbeecher I1 think kansis will now knowilow

that there ifftif northa great appauapplaudapplauswlwilliam kingleyKingrileypileyleyicylcy one for me
lucluslucius L olmsteadOlmstead one
mr dalay I1 will pledge one for the sen-

ior class in yale colle 1

it was now ascertainedascertaineJ that insteadin aati ofot
wenty five twenty svansien riles had benbei asibsihah

seriserlscribedascribedbed the coscogcost of which together nithwitly theamount received at tiitthi dooroodoor fonfor reesfees
made the collection for kanalakanaka inI1 ll11 tha north

one tholitand dollardollare
the meeting then adjournd
EN or THEtild tbtha naynaew

jersey ceologeologicalical reportrejot shows thathat the atl-anticalanticlantic isin steadily anaand rather encroach-
ing upon thath a land on its coast at capcapt island
tbthe serf hashai eaten inwardslnainA arda full a mile sincebincethe revolution along theho bay shore in capemay the eawhanarah wearawears away at the rate of 1rodrodinin twotwill oneyears of the beachbeacha9 upon
the coast is ai havinghavin moved inTinyinwardone hundred yards in the last twenty years
it is also the 0iboa of the goldst ooserversserveraverlithattiethat the tidetitle rise higher upon the pasterneastern neyrne
jersey uplands thanthal formerly fexey


