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COMING EVENTS IN ROME.

A—

BY CHARLES MACKAV.

Rome Tmperial! Rome majestic!

Shade of greatness, vanished all—
Looking down th*abyss of ges

To behold thy rise and rall,
We can trace upon thy forehwad,

Queen and wonder of thy day,

Broadly marked the awiul senlence—

' (Puss away!

Great, but wicked—fair, but cruel—
Sceplered mischief, worshiipped long:
Never vet did men or na long
Prosper finally in wrong,
~ Justice @id her work upon thee,
Mightier than thine her sway,
"Twas hier volee pronounced thy Judgment—-
| ‘Pags away? - |

Modern Rome! thon mitred Phoenix!

Rigen from those embers eoll;
. Looking dimly through the future,

The same shadow we beholil—

Bhadow of a power departing,
Spectre of a great Jdecay,

Bearing on lts front the mollo—

¢Pass away!

Whither went the ancient Cacsars,
~ With the pomp of peace or war,,
Thither go the modern Pontiffs,
With dominion grander far.
Papal stole and regal purple
Fall in ripeness of the day,
- Caesar’s crown and Pope’s tiara
¢Pass awayl?

Prieatly Romel thy cup & filllng;
In our era dauntless Truth

Féels lier life and strugglesupwards
With the energy of yvouth,

Thou shult bind her wings no longer,
Never more her progress stay;

Thou hast lived thy generation—

‘Pass away.

If herearter from thy ashes
A new Phormix shall deseend,
May she learn to dwell with Virtue,
And take freedom for her friend.
It as thom she clogs the spirit,
And denles the trath of day,
On her head thy doom be spoken—
¢tPass away!’
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I have many subjects that I would like to
speak upon for the hen-fit of the saiuts, and one
thing in particular I would like to do for them,
which 1 believe would be ths greutest blessing
that could b» bestowed upon them, ana. that is to
give {ﬂu eyes with which to see things ns they
are. Il I bad power to bestow that deseription
of sight upon the Lutter Day Suiuwts, I do not
believa thal there is a man or woman but what
would try to live thsir religion.

Some might suppose that it wonld be a great
blessing to be taken and carried directly into heaven
and there set down, but in reality thut would be no
blessing to such persons; they could not reap a full

reward, could not enjoy the glory of the kingdom,

and could not comprehend und abide the light
thereof,. but-it would ve to them a hell intoler-
able, and I suppo-e would eousume them much
quicker than wou'd heli fire, It would be no
blessing to you to be carried iuto the celestial
kingdom,; and uhl(ij;rd_ to siay therein, unless ycu
wera prepared to dwell there,

Il people hud eves to see, ears to hear, and
hearts to understand things as they are, it would
prove a blessing to them, for they would then
order their lives in a manuoer to secure the bless-
hrgs which they anticipate. Ilowever, it is out
of my power to thus bless this people, but the
gift hus been placed within the reach of every
person by the purchase of the Son of God, ana
it is for them to obtain it, or to pnss ulong with-
out obtuining it, just as they may choose. But
some facls are easily comprehended; tuke the
Latter Day Saints aud compare their feelings,
lives, and doings with those of the world, aud
what will. be readily discovered? Were any of
you now (Lo go forth into the world, il you had
oue spark of honesty or of virtue about you,
you would desire to return as soon as duty
would permit, and would exclaim, “I had no
idea that the world was as | fourd it to be.”
Mauy of our elders excluim, on their return from
foreign missions, “How wicked the world has
got to be! They are growing worse and worse,
and go rapidly from bad to worse.”” I have heard
them exclzim, “It was astonishing to see how
the people could so alter in the course of two or
three years!”

On this point I will remark that the elders rap-
idly alter one way, and the peopls of the world
alter directly the other way, thus the space be-
tween them increases much fuster than we are
apt to be avare of, Elders who go forth to pro-
claim the gospel, unless they do something to clip
their faith, or cause them to apostatize from their
teligion, so that'they are left in the dark, are gen-
erally on the increase in improvement, grow in
grace aud In the knowledge of the truth, and
Fn!.hur to themselves more knowledge than they
iad before they went on their mission. They
¢re advancing in the principlea of truth, while
the world are receding from the truth they
onca had; conseguently it appears to the elders,
aud to thoss who go from the saints into the
world, that it is growing wicked faster than it
ceally is, and the elders do not alwaye realize that
their advaucement in truth produces much of
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. . PTHE DESERET NEWS.

the appearance of the ql.-i distanice between
them aud the world, s Y B
1l muny of this congregation knew, il they
had eyes to see and ears to hear, they would ol-
ten be ashamed of their conduct when con-
trasted with all the light that has been manifesied
in the gospel of sulvation revealed to us. We
have hear! Jos ph the Prophet preach, have
seen  his fuce, and have the revelations given
throngh him and the manifestations of the Holy
Epirit; we have knowledge, we have the living
orecles in our midst, and with all this let me suy

| tothe Latter Day Saints that they stand unpon

sliplpt-ry pluces ~ They do 1ot ull fully kuow the
paths they walk in, they do not all perfectly un-

not altogether reslize their own weaknesses, do
not urdirstund the power of the devil and how
I'able they ure 10 be decoyed one huir's breadth,
to b gin with, from the line of truth. They are
first drawn by a fine line, in a li.tle time it be-
comes a eord, it soon iucrenses 1o a strong rope,
and from that 1o » eale; thus it grows from the

| size of u spider’s web, in comparison.

Leta saint diverge from the path of trath and
rectitude in the leusty no muatter in what, it may
'be ina den] with his neighbor., in lusting aflter
that which is net in his possession, in neglecting
l hiis dul}-, in havi ‘g an over i xi Ly for something
he should not te suxious ubout, in being a little
distrus'ful with regia'd to the providences of God,
i entertaining a misgiving in his heart and feel-
fug with re ard 1o the hand of the Lord lowards
him, and Lis mind wll bgin to be dakened.

Br. Amasa Lyman has jost ohservid ¢ I sup-
pose you must seknowleoge the haud of Geod in
sl thiugs.”
bo thut matter, we can do ns we please ahont it;
bul we have 1o conless, or be chastised until we
know and understand how things are, and realize
that the Lord God is with us, in our midst and
around about us, by his augels, by his Spirit, anud
by his eye which searches and re-searches our
hearts. I he is not here in person, he is con-
versunt with our actions, and scans every thought
of our heurtz und every action of our lives, He
is in our midst, and we mizht as well bepin to
think about it first us last,

IT there is a misgiving in the heart with regard
to coufidence in cur God, do you not see that
there is a chapee for one to slide a hair’s breadth
from the ttuth? This gives power to the enemy,
and il we are decoyed in the least fram the path
of duty, do von not perecive that it produces
durkness? Do yon not understand that in your
expericnce?  Yes, every suint does.  1f youn be-
come dork, do you not know that the enemy haos
still grenter power (o decoy you further from the
path?  Then how scon the people would go to
destruction, how soen they wonld go to ruin!

I will tell yon what this peo' le need, with re-
gard to preaching; you need, fignratively, to have
it rain pitchforks, tines dowuw . ras, from this pul-
pit, Sunday alter Sunduy, [ustead of the smooth,
beautitul, sweet. siill, silk-velvel-lipped preaching,
you should have sermons like peals of thunder,
and perhaps we then can get the scales from our
eyes. ‘Tlis style is necessury in order to save
miny of this people.  Give them smooth presch-
ing, and let them glide along in their own desires
snd wishes, and they will follow after the tradi-
tons of their forefuthers and the inclinations of
their own wicked hearts, und give way to temp-
tation, little by little, until by and bye they are
ripe lor destruction,

If 1 could take away the yail, and let you see
how things really are, you wonld then know

|

weil #8 any man on the fuce of the earth need
to. 1 would net ask for a particle more know-
ledge upon that sulject than I now have in my
possession, were I capable of imparting it to
this people, until we improve vpon what know-
ledge we already possess. 1 know the condition
of this people, 1 know what induees them 1o do
as they do, | know the seeret springs to their ne-
tions, how they are beset, the temptations and
evils that are arovnd them, aud how lisble they
are to be druwn away, .l':un‘wq-uﬂlllljr I tell 1,'uu*.
brethren, that voa need to have the thanders of
the Almighty and the ferked lightuings of truth
sent upon you, to wike you up outof your
lethargy.

Some may say, *Br. Brigham always chastises
us.”” But what do I teli you? Isay thatif there
are any saints on earth they are here, if the king-
dom of God is on the earth it is here, if Jesus is
not known here, he is not known upon the earth,
if his Futher is not knowu here. he is not known
upon the earth. What of all this? If we huve
this knowledge greater Is the shame, nnless we live
to it, und grealer will be our eondemnation. The
people should be preached to, but they need
something besides smooth teaching. Compara-
tively speaking, they should have their ears cuffi-d
and be roughly handled, be kicked out doors and
then kicked in again. Most of the elders who
preach in this stand ought to be kicked ont of it
and then kicked into it aguin, until they overhaunl
temselves and find out what is the matter with
them.

The mass of the people are all asleep together,
craving after the world, running after wick:d-
ness, desiring this, that, and the other which is
not for their good.

You hear xﬂuuy talk abont having made acri-
fices; il I had that word in my voesbulary I
would blotit out. I have never yet made what |
call sacrifices, in my experience 1 koow nothing
abont making them. We ue here in this wicked
world, a world shrouded in darkue s, principally
lead, directed, governed and contrelled, from first
lo lus!, by the power of our common foe, him
who was opposed to Jesus Christ aud to his king-
dom. The son of the morning, the devil, Luei-
fer, has alinost the entire control over the whole
earth, rules and governs the children of men and
leads them on to destruction. He has millions
and millions of ngents: they are in every plice,
the air is full of them and the earth is full of them.
You caunot go anywhere without finding some
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derstand their own ways and diings, many do |

There is no supposiion with me as |

just as well as Lknow, und 1 know them jast us |

of them, unless it is’among u few of the suiuts
who have taith to turn thew out of their hearis
and affections, out of their houses, and thien out
of their midst,

There are u few such places on the earth, but
they are very few compared with all the world
beside. The world is d unk with its own folly,
with its own wickedness.

| know that I spoke very harshly to voun lus
Sabbath, but that coes. not hurt the oil und the
wine, no mot one purticle, There was not i
Latter Day Ssint then within hearing of wy
voice but that hi< gounl shouted, *Amen, thuuk
God, glory, hallelujah.’ |
ing us was thut lrom day to duy, until the rub-
Lish cleaying to you i< swept away, until your
minds are npon something beside the foll es auna
vanities of the world  You have much to learn.
Do you think 1 was too rash last Sunday?
(Voicrs, No.) Even then 1 told you only a
stall portion of the truths pertuining to the sub-
Jects touched upon.

[ cannot tell you the whole truth, for you are
not i.. a condition to receive it; my voice is not
powerful enonugh to picree your hearig; 1 alope
um not able to remove the scales from your eyes

 that you may see things as they we. 1 ¢ talk

10 you liere, und diffuse my spirit among you so
far as you will regeive it. Il I have the Spir.t of
the Lord and your hearts are soft, T can imurt
to yon ~what the Lord has for yo . throngh we;
thut is all I esn do. T have to cliog to my Fa-
ther, to my God, and to my religion every doy,
yes, every moment of my life; have to plead with
him and centre all my confidence, hopes aud
faith in him, and so shounld you, |

There is one thing I desire of this people more
than everything e¢lse on this earth, more than
gold, silver, houses. lands, and the riches of this
worl ', which ure not tocompeare with it. and that
is thut this people would so live 4s to kuow the
Father aud the Son, to know the wjll of God con-
cerning them, and to be filled with the Holy
Ghost an ! have the visions of eternitly opened to
them. Then my soul would be satisfied; that is
all I could ask of them. 1 do not esre whether
we have hall rations, or quarter rations, that is a
matter [ care but little aboat. T would rather
that this people should starve to death in the
mountains, than to have the Tiord Alm'ghty hand
us over loa cursed, infernal mob. 1 would ra-
ther godown to the grave in peace than to fight »
mob, wnless the liord would eive me enough
saints to fight and kill the poor devils; in such
case']l wish to live and fight them. But I never
want to see a mob vguin drive and tread under-
foot the suints.

While br, Amasa was addressinz the people |
admired the princip'es he taught, and 1 cun apply
them to mysell, so far as they pertuio tome; but
I do not know how my little Enva and gir's, now
growing up in our midst, could understand what

is in the world, nuless we sent them forth so that,

they could countrast one class with the other.
For my part 1 do not need a mob to aid me to

'purify mysell3 T do not require to hear unother

man take the name of God in vain in order to
complete my experience concerning prefnity, 1
have no occasion for the devil and his imps, nor
o sece the face of a wicked man while T live in
order to make me more acquainted with their
Yewer. I will be perfectly sstisfied with the
glory and erown [ shall receive, if 1 have no far-
ther sequaintanes or experience with the power
of the devil, 80 Tar as 1 am concerned,

If T huve 16 pass through scenes of trouble,

and I have the power to live, | pray my Father
in heaven, in the name of his Son }'EEDE Clirist,
to let me live to enjoy this privilege. If 1 o
neeessi'y must pass throngh war and bloodshed,
toils and lubors, let me live, for I love to fight
the devils, bat I love to overcome them. If 1
had the power 1 would doubtless use them up,
perhaps to the injury of the saints. Why? Be-
cause if yon do not know wickedness you can-
uot enjoy the bappiness God has in store for you.

Paul nsks, “Shall we sin that righteousness may
ahound?’ No, there is plentv of sin w:thout
your sinning. We ein have all the expericnce
we need, withont 8 nning onrselves, therefore we
will not sin_that good may come, we will not
transgress the Iaw of God that we may know
the opposité.  There is no necessily for such o

couise for the world is fall of tran<gression, and
this people need not mingle up with it

Cun you discern lwtween the righteons nand
the wicked here?  You know [ huve speken of »
certain clugs of men who frequent our law shops
and everv other wicked hole they ean get into;
ean they discern the Jifference between these who
love the law of God and those who despise it?
No. The vilest sinver on the earth wio w
come with a bland countennnees, uting the ais
that belong to the eriquette of the dav, yon re-
ceive as a very fine man, n heamti‘ul geotleman
Do you not know that yon need the Spirit of the
Almightv to look throngh a man and discern
what is in hic heart, while Lis feee smiles wpon
you ard his words flow as smoothly ns oil? T
you had the power of God upon vou, you mi-he
see the sword lurking within him, and that if he
had the power he would plunge it in vour hear
and destroy you from the euarth. 1 meet muny
such men in these streets, and in the houses
rouin sbouut

Do you net know that Jesus told the truth
when he suid, “they that are not for us are »gainsi
us?’ A great many have onr patrounage aud in-
fluence, b nefit by our forhearance. and enrich
themselves with our eash, but when thaf is gons
what shall we.hear nex'? ¢ Wipe them from the
eurh, put th em ont of exist'nee ad let the enrtl
not be infested with them any longer, for they
huve no money. no influence for us »ow, the:
cannot patronige and promote us, therefor: des-
troy_ them from the earth.”” 'l hat is the spirit of
the devil which reigns in every maniwho is not »
seint at heart. This wicked prineciple may lay
dormant, to all appearance year after year, lurk-

ing in the flesh until it increases to such a degree
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You ueea such pr-ach-

sorrow and »ffliction, iff we have fo fight the devil,

that the flesh has ovircome the spirit ol light
which God implanted in them. when it «xbibite
itself, and then the cry is, destroy the apesties of
Jesus and every one of his true tol owers; root
out that clan which will **destroy us, unlrss we
des roy IIIHII; root them out, thast we Le o more
pestered with them.”

Suppose one of my brethren had a lrge fami-
ly counection, hiad many brothers ind sisiers near
und dear to lim, os near h s ferlings vs o child is
to its father’s or mother’s, and that this bleood
connectio 1, embracing sll the fricnds b had vpon
earth, should, on u vight so duwrk that 1hey could
not s«e one inch befure their exes, mount their
horses, put spurs to them, und st rt st the top of
their speed on a road that neither they nor their
horses had ever traveled one iwnch upen, would
he wot ery st the top of his voice, *where sre are
von goig?’ Would he notlsay i “you are 1idiug
in the dark and on a roed which yon do not
know?" They might put spurs 1o their horses
and tep'y. “we will perform the journey.”” You
ure the fndividuals | am refeniog to. Let any
one see people hastening to the biivk of an aw-
Ml precipice hundreds of feet in depih, nud be-
fore they are awnre of it, abont to leap iuto the
nbyse, whit feelings would move the individual
looking upon such a sight? Would he not wish
to tuke the n by the hair of thei heeds, if they
would not stop, and save them il possibl- ?

So I feel abont youn. I teel lize taking men
and women by the huir of their Lieads, figurative-
lv spraking, snd sli' ging them wiles and miles,
and like erying stop, tefore you ruin yourselves,
But | huve not the power to do this; | can talk
to you a litle and can beseech you to stop vour
mad career, snd ean ssk your Father in heaven
to give vou the light of his Spirit, and when you
ree-ive that you will find every word that 1 said
| st Sabbuth to be true. Tiers are men here by
the score wha do not know their right huuds from
their left, 8o fur as the principle of justice is con-
cerned. Does our high councit? No, for they

| will let men throw dust in their eyes, until you

the hnudredth miliouth purt of an
ounce of common sense in them. Yoo may go
to the bi hops® courts, and what ure they? A set
of old grunnies. They cannot judge a case pend-
ing between :wo old women, to say notkivgof a
case between man und man. We huve nlready
dropped many of them, and we are pickiog up
young men. We will truin them, and tell themn
to serve God, or apostutize.

The time is coming wlhen justice will be laid to
the line snd righteousness to  the plummet;
when we shall tike the old broad sword aund uck,
“are yon for God?"” und if vou are not heartily

cannot find

01 the Lord’s side, yon will be h wu dowr. 1

f+el like reproving you; you are like a wild ass
that rears and almost breaks his_neck before Le
will be tamed. It is so with this people.

Have we no! given yon salt envugh to season
you? You have been swect-nad with velvet lips,
uniil you do not know sult from any thing else. —
Wili you hear now? 1f I have strength and con-
tinue to fesl like it, I will come here and treino
vou every Sabbath, and I wish my s¢rmons to be
like the rain‘ng of pitch forks point foreinost, un-
til you awake out of your alm;;{' and find out
whether yon are saints or net.. We have a great
mueny gors, sharks, sheepheads, lamper-eels, and
every other kind of fish that is to be found in
the poud, the gospel net has guthered them up,
and what may you expect from such a mess?—
You may expect the best and worst of all Ged’
¢ eation mingled here together.  “The foolish will
turn from correct principles, go over to the wick-
ed and ceuse to be righteous, <o that they can go
to hell with the fools. I wish to have every mun
who rises to sneak from this stand, lny aside the
smooth tongue and velvet lips urd let his words
be like melied lead, that they muy siuk iuto the
hents of the people.

Now-do not think that I have cast you off;
you ute my brethren, if T have any. If there are
nny suints on the face of the eur:hi they ure here.
[wun one with vou, and if you turn round aud say,
““br. Brigham oug!'it to live accorcing to Li- preach-
ing,” 1 unswer, Ilive so now thut you caunot
keep up with me. Do not fret yourselves, 1 am
reudy to be weighed in the balsnce in ull my ways
with auy of you. Leara tolive your religion duy
by day, and do right all the time. Let us sirive
to get more lght, more of the gruce und power
ol God, that we may inererse thercin, which is
wmy prayer coutinuully, May God Lless you:
Amen.
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I wish vou to understsnd and observe what br.
Brigham taught here this forencon. 1 can say
irom kuow ledge nnd expericnce that every word
was true, and in my humble opinien he truthful-
'y portrayed the situation in which this people
are at the present time, that s, in a cureless, stu-
p d condition. I know this irom my own fcel-
ing-, when | stand before this congrégation. 1.
vou were filled with light, even the light of Christ,
| kuow that 1 should be constantly inspred by
the Holy Ghost to speak accerding to the light
whieh is in this people. Bal it is not so, there-
fare there is a bindrance to bringing forth light ard.
trath, much more abundanlly thau they ure prc-
sented. :

The present is a_peenlizr time, many people are,
frigchtened ul their conditon, and we discover
that itisslmost umversally so; it is tight times,
im I sorry? No, I have never seen anything
teanspire in these valleys thut hus given me more
ssbistuction than do thie times that we row ree.—
I you will reflect for one moment, vou will re-
meinber thut the seenery we are now passing
through was predieted more than three yrars past,
If this people had observed the couuvsel that wus
given to them [rom time to time, would  sny of
von huve been pluced in the straitened circum-
stances you are in t.isday? No, you would not




