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remove hatred, animosity, envy and
anger from our hearls, and make us
peaceiul, tractable, teachable and wiil-
Ing to sacrifice our own desires, nnd
perchance our owWn interests, for the
welfare of our fellow-~creatures and for
the advancement of the Kingdom of
God, A pan Who cannoteacrifice his
own wishes, who cannol sav in his
heart, *Father, Thy will be done, not
mine,* is not a truly and thorouxhly
converted child of God; be is atill, to
some extent, iu the grasp of error and
ju the shaifes of darkness that hover
around the world, hiding God from the
presence of mnnkind., Sbhow me a
man that ia thoronghly converted to
the principles of the Gospel, and who
can truly say itu his heart, “I know
that the (Gospel I8 true,” and [ wifl
show you s man that when it comes t)
geking him to do that which
God requirea at his hands will
have no question in bie mind io rela
tion tu dolng it; he will ery,**Yee,I nm
reandy and willlng to do the will of
God.”” Buf, eays one, how shall we
know the will of God? Christ has
given us the key by which we may
know, and tbat s, “Il any man will
do His will, he shall know of the doc-
trine, whether It be of God, or whether
I spenk of myself.,” Now here come
the Presidency of this Btake of Zion
and they exhort you to do sometbing;
for instance, they exhort you to pay
your tithing, and tbey tell you that if
you wil] do I¢ you will be blessed.
How shall we know that they are te]l-
$ny np the truth, that they are speaking
the will of (God to us, and that it is
neceseary for us Lo observe the ciunsel
thutthey give to ua? By puttlng it to
the teat—doing the will of the
Father and living mo that we c¢an
enjoy the Bpirit of God o that extent
that” we will be able to comprehend
the principles which they teach us
just s cleariy as they comprebend
them; then we will know whether
they speak Lo us the truth or not, and
whether it is the will of God or not,
and we oan only know It in that way,
it }s Decessary, therefore, for cvery
mau to kpuw of the doctrine for him-
aulf,

Concerning the question of blloa
obedience. Not a manin this Church,
slace the Prophet Joseph Bmith down
to the present day, has ever asked BDy
mun to do as he wus told blindly., “No
Prophet ot Gud, no A postle, ne Presi-
dent of a Stake, no Bishop, who has
bad the spirit of his office and calling
reating upon him, bas ever askeda
goul to do anything that they might
not know was Fright and the proper
thing to do. Wedo Dot ask you to do
anything that you mnry not know
it is your duty to dn, or that you
may npot koow will be & blessing
for you to do. Lf we give you counsei,
we do not ask you to obey that
counsel without you know that It is
right to do so. But how shall we kuow
that it is right? By getting the Bplrit
of God fu our hearts, by which our
minde may be opeved and enlightened,
that we may know the dootrine for
ourselvee, and be able to divide truth
from error, light from dJarknese and
good frem evil.

It is upon this principle that I feslsn
grateful to my Heavenly Father that I
have been able thus far to ses clearly
in my mind the truth of the principlea
ot the Gospeil of Jesus Christ. I have
faith in God, because the principle of

faith in the Bupreme Mnker of heaven
and earth f8 pue tbat nppenls to my
judgment; it glves breadth to my min s
and enlarges my heart. I believe in
the principle of {aith, because It has
given me etrength and has
helped Lo develop my sepiritusl mau-
bood. 1 believe im the principle of
repentance, because I have tested it
and I koow it to be good, I!inan
evil moment I havesald or done any-
thing that has given offense to my
brother, I never could be satisfled or
feel free from a certaln Jdegree of bond-
age until I went to that brother whom
I bad wronged, repented of my sin
aund made it right with him, ['ben the
load would be lifted wnd I would at
once feel the good effest of repentance
ofsin. I believe in repentance of sin
nlso because the prineiple appeals to
my judgment; for I am couvinced that
it is wrong for o wan {o harbor evil
and enmity in his heart towards his
nelghbor. He should repent of these
things and forsake them, and when be
does 80 he will bezin to feel the good
ellects of repentance, aud he will
kEnow that it is a correct principle. I
believe in the principle of bap-
tism, When I was a ochild
I went down Inlo the walers
of baptism, and came up out of
the water with a consclousness bhat
the act was aceeptable in thesight of
QGod. | felt that it wae right I shouid do
that. “Sufler it to be so nnw,’’ aaid
the Bavior when he went to Johu for
baptiem, ‘““for thus it becometb us to
fulfill all righteousness.”” [ felt that L
bad fulfilled *‘aji righteousness,’* so
far as that principle was concerned,
whon I went down into the waters of
baptism. Though I was a child, I was
satipfied that It was a right prineiple,
and [ have bevn aatiefled ever since. I
have never saeen anything lo shake my
faith in relation to that prineipls. SBo
! might go on and snumerateevery
principle that we have einbraned, and
the same thing might be said of each
of them. They are true, they are
good, and they are ealculatel to make
us better men and women.

The princlple of tithing hae heen
referred to here. Do I kuow thatthe
prineiple of tithing is a carrect prinei-
ple? Do I kuow that there is a Lless.
ing aottached Lto obedience to Llhat
vrinciple? Certainly I do. Why
should I not? I bhave obeyed that
principle ever plnce I became wvld
enough to earn means and to pay a
tenth of it unto the Lord. Qould I
practice this principle ail this time and
¥el not know that it waselther good or
nyt good? No one needsto say to me,
‘“‘Brother Joseph, pay your tithing.”
Why? Because I have seen so many
blesgings necorapany vbedience to that
principle that I have become thorough-
ly convince. of the truth and verity of
the prinaiple and of the promises that
aremade connected with it. If [ bhad
need (o have this said te me, I wonuid
be an unworthy servant indeed., I
would be indifferent to my own wel
fare if I neglected to obey that pringie
ple in the sapirit of it. It would
hecome us nili to eny, a8 I heard
s vidow woman say one tims,
“Whai! would you deprive me of a
blessing by denying me the right to
pay my tithing to the Lomi??? That
would be the nnswer that I wounld huve
to give If anyone were to advise me
not to pay my tithing. I do not pro-
pose to be denled that privilege. I
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have learned that dootrine, and I
know it tobe right, Learn it your-
selves, you Latter-day Baiats, ~ You
Bisbops, you Elders, you fathers and
mothers-in Israel, snd you young men
and women, learn that principle by
obedience, and a8 God lives you will
receive a testimouy in your hearts and
you will know for yourselves that it s
8 correct principle. You will not need
Lo be told by your presiding officers to
pay your tithing; for you will feel that
it 18 too much of a privilege and that
there are too many blessings connected
with it for you ever to neglect 1t. At
one time a widow woman came to me
aod sald, “Brother Joseph, I have
scarcely enougl to ?Iva upon,
Under the circumstances, in
it necessary for me to pay my
tithing?”* I esid to that pjster, *if
you are absolutely unable to support
yourseli, and you are recelving your
support from theChurch, yo and give
one-tenth of it back to the Lord,and you
will be blessed in (t.** Bome people
who bad to falth In this princlple
would say that was a very foolish ex-
pression, Why did I advise her to do
this? Bimply because the Lord has
said He required it, and that there i8
blesping attached to it.

And after that thoso who have thus
beer tithed shall pay ove-tenth of il
tboir interost annualiy, and this shall be
n atanding law unto them forever, saith
the Lord.

Verily I say noto you, it ahall come Lo
pass, that all those who gather unto the
lard of Zion mhall be tithod of their
snrplus properties, and shall observe this
law, L L] e and I say
unto you if my people observe not this
law, to keep it holy, and by this lInw
sanctify tho land of Zion unio me, that
my statutes and my judgments may bo
kept thereon, that it may be most holy,
behold, vertly I say unto you, It shall‘
not be n land of Zion unto you. (Doc-
triue and Covenants, Sec. 119),

It ten dollars is all my Iincome per
week of per month, as the case may
be, and 1t 1s abeolutely less than I need
for my support, if I want my way
opened so that nioe dollars will go
farther than ten dollurs, then I want
to pay my tenth doliar to the Liord, for
the good of Hia cause, and show that [
have faith in His promiees, in His
Church and 1a Him, ani am willing
to trust

Him, to the giving
of all that may be required,
He gave mo the ten dollurs. ‘Y'hough

I worked for it, He wave me the
strengtii to do it, snd I have come to
the conclusion that 1t 18 necessary we
should acknowledge the hand of God
in 8l{ thinga. Having embraged the
Goapel of Christ, we should show unty
all that we Bre living according to the
principles thereof; aoy man that does
oot do this gives evidence that he is
still unconverted. The man who does
niob pay his tithing is not a thoroughly
converted Baint. I have sesn men
that wiil argue with the Lord about
thelr tithing. They will say that they
must take out of their income ali they
Deed for their support before they pay
any tithing; they muat take all the
seed out of the grain aud pay tithing
on ihe balance; and some people
¥0 B0 [ar as to say that they ought
Dot to pay any tithing at all
except on that which may remain
after ali their expenses for the year
bave been taken out. You wlll excuse
m¢ for the expression, but it I were
the Judge and pay-master I would deal
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