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remove hatred animosity envy and
anger from our hearts and make
peacefulful tractable 2 teachable and will-
ing to sacrifice our own desires and
perchance our own interests 2 for the
welfare of our fellow creatures and for
the advancement of the kingdom of
god A panman who cannot sacrifice bisbig
own wishes who cannot saybay in hishie
heart father thy will be done not
mine is not a truly and thoroughly
converted child of god he is still to
someorne extent in the grasp of error and
iuin the shades of darkness that hover
around the world hiding god from the
presence of mankind show me a
man that is thoroughly converted to
the principles of the gospel and who
can truly saybay tuhi hisbig heart 1t I know
that the gospel is true and I1 will
show you a man that when it cames t
asking him to do that which
god requires at bisbig hands will
have no question in hishift minI1 in rela-
tion to doing it he will say beslyes am
ready and willing to do the will of
god but says one how shall we
know the will of god christ has
given us the key by which we may
know and that is if any man will
do his will he shall know of the doc-
trine whether it be of god or whether
I1 speak of myself now here come
the presidency of this stake of zion
and they exhort you to do something
for instance they exhort you to pay
your titithingthings and they tell you that itif
you will do it you will be blessedsahowow shall we know that they are tell-
inging usan the truth that they are speaking
the will of god to us and that it11 is
necessary for us to observe the bounsel
that they gigieire to us by PUputtingeting it to
the tofttest doing the willwil1 of the
fatherbather and living so that we can
enjoy the spirit of god to that extent
that we will be able to comprehend
the principles which they teach us
just Asaa clearly as they comprehend
them then we will know whether
they speak to us the truth or not and
whether irisit is the will of god
and we can only know it in that way
it Is necessary therefore for every
mantoto know of the doctrine for him-
self

concerning the question of blind
obedience not a man in this church
sinceanoe the prophet joseph smith down

to toethe present day hashao ever asked any
man to do as hebe was told blindly no
prophet otof god no apostle no presi-
dent of 4a stake no bishop who hhaft
had the spirit of hisbig office and calli
resting upon him has ever asked a
soul to do anything that they might
not know was right and the proper
thing to do we do notdot ask you to do
anything that you may not know
it tola your duty to do or that you
may not know will be a blessing
for yuyou to do itif we give you counsel
we do not ask you to obey that
counsel without you know that it is
right to do so but how shall we know
that it is right by getting the spirit
of god in our hearts by which our
minds maybe opened and enlightened
that we may know the doctrine for
ourselves and be able to divide truth
from error light from darkness and
good from evil

it is upon this principle that I1 feel soBO

gratefulcrateful to my heavenly father that I1
haveave been able thus far to see clearly
in mygind the truth of the principles
of the gospel of jesus christ I1 have
faith in god because the principle of

N

faith in the supreme maker of heaven
and earth Jsis one that appeals to my
judgment it gives breadth to my min I1
and enlarges my heart I1 believe in
the principle of faith because it has
given me strengthstrengtb and has
helped to develop my spiritual man-
hood I1 believe tola the principle ofrepentance because I1 have tested it
and I1 know it to be good if in an
evil moment I1 have said or done any-
thing that has given offense to my
brother I1 never could be satisfied or
feel free from a certain degree of bond-
age until I1 went to that brother whom
I1 had wronged repentedrepeated of my sinBID
and made it right with him 1 hen the
load would be lifted and I1 would at
once feel the good effect of repentance
of sin I1 believe in repentance of sin
also because the principle appeals to
my judgment for I1 am convinced that
it is wrong for a man to harbor evil
and enmity in his heart towards his
neighbor he should repent of these
abithings and forsake them and when be
does so he will beginbagia to feel the good
effects of repentance and he will
know that it is a correct principle I1
believe in the principle of bap-
tism when I1 was a child
I1 went down into the waters
of baptism and came up out of
the water with a consciousness that
the act was acceptable in the sight ofgod I1 felt that it was right I1 should do
thatthal suffer it to be so now said
the savior when he went to john for
baptism for thus it bebeo cometh us to
fulfill all righteousness I1 felt that I1
had fulfilledfal fillod altall righteousness so
far as that principle was concerned
when I1 went down into the waters of
baptism though I1 was a child I1 was
satisfied that it was a right principle
and I1 have been satisfied ever since I1
have never seen anything to snake my
faith in relation to that principleplo so
I1 might go on and enumerate every
principle that we have embraced and
the same thing might be said of each

are true they are
good and they are calculate J to make
us better men and women

the principle of tithing has been
referred to here do I1 know that the
principle of tithing lais a 0 princi-
ple do I1 know that there lais a bless-
ing attached to obedience to that
principlenet pie certainly I1 do why
should I1 not I1 have obeyed that
principle ever since I1 became old
enough to earn means and to pay a
tenth of itid unto the lord could I1
practice this principle all this time and
yet not know that it waswageither good or
nutnot good no one needs to say to me

Brobrotherlher joseph pay your tithing 22

why because I1 have seenbeen sogo many
blessings accompany obedience to that
principle that I1 have become thorough-
ly convincedcon of the truth aniland verity of
the principle and of the promises that
are made connected with it itif I1 had
ntneeded to have this said to me I1 would
be an unworthy servant indeed I1
would be indifferent to my own wel
fare if I1 neglected to obey that princi-
ple in the spirit of it it would
leeome us all to say as I1 heard
a adowA woman say one time

would you deprive me of a
blessing by denying me the right to
pay my tithing to the lord that
would be the answer that I1 would have
to give if anyone were to advise me
not to pay my tithingtithine I1 do not pro
pose to be denied that privilege I1

have learned that doctrine and I1
know it to be right learn it your
selves you latter day saints you
bishops you elders you fathers and
mothers in israel and you young men
and women learn that principle by
obedience and as god lives you will
receive a testimony in your hearts and
you will know for yourselves that it is
a correct principle you will not need
to be told by your presiding officers to
pay your tithing for you will feel
it is too much of a privilege and that
there are too many blessings connected
with it for you ever to neglect it atone time a widow woman came to me
and said brother joseph I1 have
scarcely enough to live upon
under thoth circumstances laIs
it necessary for me to pay my
tithingilog I1 said to that sister ifyou are absolutely unable to supportsupport
yourselfyour and you are receiving your
support from the Church go and giveone tenth of it back to the lorlandLordand you
will be blessed in it some people
who had i 0 faith in this principle
would say that waswaa a very ex-pression why did I1 advise her to do
this simply because the lord has
said he required it and that there is a
blessing attached to it

and after that those who have thusbeen tithed shall pay one tenth of alltheir interest annually and this shall be
a standing law unto them forever saiththe lord

verily I1 say unto you it shall come topasspage that all those who gather unto the
I1laudd of zion shall be tithed of theirsurplus properties and shall observe this
law godand I1 gayayunto you if my people observe not thislaw to keep it holy and by this lawsanctify the land of zion unto me thatmy statutes and my judgments may bekept thereon that it mamay be most holybehold verily I1 say unto you it shall
not be a land of zion unto you doc-
trine and covenants sec

itif ten dollars is all my income per
week or per month as the case may

less than I1 needfor naymy support if I1 want naymy way
opened soBO that nine dollars will go
further than ten dollars then I1 wantto pay raymy tenth dollar to the lord forthe good of his cause and show that I1
have faith toin his promises in hischurch and in him antiami am willingto trust him to the givagivingng
of all that may be requiredhe gave me the ten dollars thoughI1 worked for it he gave me thestrength to do it and I1 have come to
the conclusion that it Is necessary we
should acknowledge the handband of god
in all things having embraced thegospel of christ we should show unto
all that we are livingjiving according to theprinciples thereof any man that does
not do this gives evidence that hebe is
still unconverted the man who does
not pay his tithing is not a thoroughly
converted saint I1 have seen menthat will argue with the lord abouttheir tithing they will say that they
must take out of their income all they
need for their support before they payany tithing they must take all the
seed out of the grain and pay tithingon the balance and some peoplego soBO far as to say that they oughtnot to pay any tithing at allexcept on that which may remain
after all their expensesexpense for the year
have been taken out you will excuseme for the expression but if I1 werethe judge and paymaster I1 would deal


