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DISOOTJESE f extreme Tlndlctlvene'ss. Our famllle
j if those who had the execution of

, There might be some propriety in say-jlng- to

aclass of that kind, "you are
' not tit to take part in civil affairs, and

tion that is easily ; comprehended.
It 1 o not interfere 'with any man's
right by my worship and by that which
I consider right to do t uiv Maker, no
man has any right uiiUer.auy form of
goveruinetit to interfere wui me. s,

Hence it is that ail. ttiLs action cao.
ceruing mariiaze is wrtng-rlliMMuu-r-fer-

with marrlag it iull wrong
f g to end, especially iu
view of the fact thatUisau important

if iy v il'lC T It A D E

i"- -; v

' " "" " .i :

Priesthood and try to breed disturb-
ance and confusion among the peopl't '

unsettle their minds and hate,
them think, that there. is something
very wrong going on here. 1 speak cl
it 10 remove these wrong !inpresiocaand to disabuse the minds ot tbote
who entertain them, for they are not-correc-

There arc more caucuses,
m-r- e plans, more pipe laying:, more leg
rolling, more wire pulling In the StaU a
In one day than you will see In a month ,

or a year ainoug us. Tbej resort to ailsorts of devices to grt their man dec-le- d
under promise of preferment and

office.' Why, there Is scarcely a man
that gets an office In the United States
fl at is not bound by pledges of this
kiud. A maa cannot be Speaker of the
House of ltcnresentatlves without be-

ing haruicrea by promises he is compel-led to give In order to get the position,
promises io put this man on this com-
mittee, and the other man upon an-- o

her committee', some to b chairmen
of committees, and so on. So with the
President of the United States. Prob-
ably Grover Cleveland .will be an ex-

ception, because he has not been much
lapubl'.c life: but it is a rule that the
nominees of the different parties give
certa,;i proinl.is as to what they will
do and who will get leading positions.'
Thevarejust as much fettered as thoughchains were 00 their wrists arid ankles.

matters TThey have full authori-
ty to do this, and i they.E, will
no It If the people will listen to them,
and then in temporal matters tut-- ) will
guide them as far as they; have (tie op-
portunity. Because they, are priestsof the Most High Cod, they re no
Worse for that; they are not handi-
capped because they have the Priest-
hood. In a civil capacity they can act
as fairlyj Justly, wisely, as" those;, who
io not nave the Priesthood. They do

not act with any less wisdom or any
les power because tey - have! the
Priesthood than tbeyi would do it theydid not have it. ' I have heard sOJbaucM
Of this sort of talk that to roe it Ii per-
fectly lidiculous. They talkratoot
our management of elections,
and 'management '"of others al-al- rs.

I will tell yau . my
experience, and I have had some Expe-
rience in these matters. 1 have attend-
ed caucuses elsewhere t I know tne
machinery that 1 used; 1 kuow the
wire pulling; I ' have seen it In opera-
tion, and I say to you that there t not
the interference on the part of leadingmen here with the will of this ptopl t
that there is In the' States in political
circles. And I tell yon this : that lead-
ing men in other communities seek to
exercise more Influence uiut lay-.thei- r

plans to have their wishes carried nut
to a far greater extent than the leadingmen of this community do among us
I mean those who have the Priesthood.

'

w o v
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There is a disposition on the part of
the leading Priesthood to let thif peo
ple bare their way, not to mteiiere lMiu
their selections. There is tbo-- dis-

position and it is encouraged, at(d the
desire is to have all the people bo wise
and extrclse wisdom, and ha'e. the
Spliit of (xod to discern who'arefsuit-abl- e

for office. If the people cooid do
this I can tell you that Pren!dent;Tay-lo- r

and his Counselors, and the Twelve,
and the other leading men of 'Israel
would be very glad indeed - Bu you
know as well as we do that there ai e
unwise men among us who would", if
they had the power, destroy the, peo-
ple; not because tbey would dfgu to
do it, but because of their ignorance;
they, are - ignorant ' and jwouai do
it without knowing iwhatl the
consequences would be; stfJ on
this account It Is right that experienc-
ed men should give the pvople
tlie benefit 4 of their . know'edgi,
not, however. Interfering witN tie
rightsef the people, not iu the,;ejst;and it never nas been done, at- - least
within lay knowledge, in my nolle ex-

perience among the people. Andl n --

peat there has been K-s-a of this auvng
us, considering tlie tndueitci lite
Priesthood have, than in anyf other
community or any other people J hat I
am acquainted with anywhere 'ia the
land I wanted to say this muc; be-
cause I know there is a great ll of
ndsapprehensloa upo tWa point.There are men, aslta b( talk
about interference oa tk part rt the
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commonwealth, who laid tho founda-
tion of this Territorial government and
built up this government, and there la
no comparison between them. So'
that, aside fioiu every other consider-
ation, men are justified in seekingwisdom : and ' guidance at the best
fountain, at the best source. If f want
counsel 1 will go to the men who are
best fitted to give me counsel. 1M
were not a Latter-da- y Saint it would
make no difference tome who the per-
son was it he could give uie good coun-
sel. If he was a man of .ripe experi-ence I would feel J untitled lu going to
that man and getting his advice.

This has been our position as a peo-
ple. We have had men among us who
nave proved themselves in tne best
possible manner, beyond dispute, to
be entirely capable of directing and
managing and counselling in ail mat?
ters. that pertain to our earthly exis-
tence. Have 1 they not shown this
through years and years of experience if

The people have proved thetu. Now,would not the people be great fools,would it not be the height of folly for
people'who have this knowledge to
sayt ."No, I. won't ask these men for
counsel ; 1 won't go to them for ad
vie ; , I won't listen to anvthlng
they say, because if I d so
I am listening to the Priesthood; but I
will go to somebody who does not
know. anything; I will goto spme'I was going to say ass (laughter) jorif ever men have proved themselves to
be fools it has-bee- n someof our gov-
ernment officials "1 will go to some
man of this kind and ask his counsel,
And have him tell me what to do, be-
cause I am anxious to show that! am
loyal to the government of the United
States." , .

i Now, would' not-yo- call any-ma- n

who would do this an idiot, when he
could have got good counsel from his
friends; when h would. turn his backon his friends, and go to somebody for
counsel who did not know anything,not as much as he, the person, did him-
self about the question he submittedto hiin? J. would say, and you would
say, that people who would do such a
thing were little less than idiots.

Well, now, what crime are we guiltyof? If we hay men among us who
have more experience than they, and
who have proved themselves capableof guiding the people, what crime arewe guilty of in giving heed to their
counsel and seeking It? Because
they hold the Priesthood are
their mouths to be stopped up so that
they cannot speak Tare they to be de-
prived of the rights of citizenship, andall the rights that men have that arcborn free, because they hold the Priest-
hood? Is that a good reason? A more
senseless reason never wa3 given Ifthese government officials and thesemen that represent the goverument areso much better and so much more ca-
pable of guidiug the peopl and haveso much greater right to be listened toand obeyed, let them show it by theirworks. When they have proved it I
suppose there will be no lack of de-
position on the part of the . people to
go to them and listen to them and to
expect, from them all the necessary
teachings and counsels. There will beno lack of disposition on 'the part ofsensible men and women such as we
profess far be; out until they do thlsjuntil thev show this capability and this
power, thev had better hold their
tongues and say nothing about others
leading the people. The fact is this,and it is. apparent to all of u, thatthere are certain men who can destroymuch easier than they can build up. It
required a jrreat deal of skill to buildthe Temple at Jfiphesui; itwiuiredthe
highest skill in architecture tout a fool
destroyed it with a t little- - blaze.takes men to build up, but children canburn down and destroy. It takes mento build a commonwealth and lay thefoundation of that which we see around
us; it takes labor and years of experi-ence and wisdom to accomplish such
results; but any poor creature that ishalf witted can destroy all these laborsin a very short time, and those thatnave come among us in too many in-
stances representing the governmenthave been-- men of this calibre; theywould like to destroy, tear down, andreduce to chaos. : That would suitthem far better than it would to build
UP. - ;..'- -:.

t My brethren and sisters, I would liketo have us as a people look at these
matters, if we can, from a sensible
point, from the standpoint of common
sense and reason, and not allow our-
selves to be diverted from the course
that we have adopted by the outcrythat is made against ns and by thehowls that are raised "about us. Itwould be exceedingly foolish for us todo so. , -

God has given unto us, as we believe
and as we testify, Ills-Gosp- el; He has
given unto us His Church; lie has gir-en.un- to

ns the authority by which menand women are led into His Churchand governed in His Charch the au-
thority which He Himself recognizesand the only authority that He has giv-en to man on the earth to act in Hisstead. We believe thls.we testify of itAt the same time while we have thisbelief .and form ourselves into a Church
organization, we never have at anytime In our history attempted to makeour Church organization the only or-
ganization and the dominaut organiza-tion in matters that pertain to every-
day affairs and to civil government.There has always been among the Latter-

-day Saints great respect showt for
civil authority and for the laws of theland. In fact,- - as soon as possible af- -
ter our first settlement here, a Legis-lature was organized and the provis-ional ." government of j Deseret was
formed, when there was no ne but
Latter-da-y Saints In the country at the
time. We could have been governed
by our Church organization; It was
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CONSISTING OP

the practical every day affairs of hie,
ttec&uxe of your calling and because of
the tiatare- - of your; duties." But we

ay there t linpropriety in say-
ing that those who lalor la the minis-
try among us shall not take part; for
this reason: that all tho men among
ns who are .the most-,-practical- the
most energetic, and the most business
like from these men the ministers ,

that is, men "w ho labor in tho
ministry as Bis-hop- a Khlers, as
missionaries, and iw ot her capacities.
'JTney have proved that thev are capableof stist&inlug themselves by. their own
efforts, aud at the .same time devote a
pertaiu.poitio'n ot their time to public
affairs. Ik'ucc, yoa wilt nnd among
us as a rule that our Bishops are all
practical men; our Presidents of
Stakes and their Counselors, and the
Bishops and their'. Counselors, the
Teachers and others, are ail active
business nien "among us. They 1iave
gained experience, and because of that
they are sometimes chosen to fill local
office's. Take the- Legislature of Utah
Territory, composed as it has been of
some homing positions in the Church,
and you will Hud a body of practical
tnen, the' superiors of wncto are not to
be louud I fay It without fear of
truth! ul contradlctlorrr-an- y where ln
any Legislature in the' country, meu
who understand the wants ui their
constituents and of the people and the
klud of laws that arc best adapted to
them. I have had some experience in
niiuglmg with men in public life, and i
must say that for practical wisdom
aud for a knowledge of the affairs of
the country and ot the people repre-
sented in Utah 1 Territory, there was
found, previous to the-passa- of the
Edmunds law, a class of men that had
not their superiors anywhere iu this
land, for ' practical wisdom and theS
ability necessary to lAy the foundation
aud to perpetuate the institutions of a
great country: . ., .

is it wrong for men who have the
Priesthood and who 'act in this capac-
ity; to act in civil offices and to let the
people have the beneht of their expe-
rience In these matters Is there a ny
wrong in this? I can see none, and I
am sure no man who is a true friend to
his country can. There is no good
reason why thesov men should be ex-

cluded ; lu fafit there is every reason
why they should be iuvited to take
part in establishing the affairs of the
country. : I have often said, in speak-
ing to our brethren and sisters in vari-
ous parts of the Territory, that thot
which we behold to-da- y inourTerrt-tor-y

t he good order, the peace, the
freedom from debt, the lightness 01
taxation, and all the circumstances
that are so favorabie-t- o us as a
people,1 are "due. to the men who
nave borne' the 1 Priesthood, com-
mencing with President Brlgham
Young, his Counselors.and the Twelve
Apostles, aud the leading men In Isr-
aelthe circumstances which sni round
us, I say, are due to the wisdom that
God has given unto them in managing
these affairs. At the same time, be-
cause this is the case, there is no ne--

cessity that there should be a blending
of church and state. There is no ne-

cessity for this ; it is not wise to blend
church and state. 1 do not believe
that as members of the Church we
should pass - decrees or laws that
wouki bind other people J 1 have no
such belief, never did have, I do not
think lever shall have. But because
a man is a member of a church, and

Uieeause a man is a servant of Uod,
anu uecaase a man uears tue jrriesi.-Loo- d

ol the Son of God, be should
not be preveuted because of that frore
acting in any civil capacity, uum taa-in- g

part in civil matters and executing
the laws that ate enacted. by civil au-

thority. ' '

The province of the Kingdom of God
that Daniel saw. the klugdom that
would be established in the last days,
is to be as a snieid to, tne jatter-aa- y

Saints, to be. as a bulwark around
about that Church. And around about
that Church alone? No. The apostate
will have his civil rights under that
kingdom. The non-Mormo- ri, Or Gen-
tile as he is called, will have his rights
under that kingdom. .Tha Chlnam&n,
the negro, and the Indian each of
them will have his rights under that
kingdom, and yet not be mumbers of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter;
day Saints. A good many of our peo-
ple coufound the Kingdom of God
with the Church of God.
is a very Wide distinction between . the
two. A man may, in one sense, be a
member of the Church of - Christ and
not a member of tho Kingdom of God.
The two organizations are entirely he

Kingdom of God when it shall
prevail In the earth as it will do
will bo the civil power which will shield
and protect the Church of Christ
against every attack, against every un-
lawful aggression, against every at-

tempt to deprive it of its legitimate
rights. '. At the same time, it will pro-
tect the Methodist just as much as it
will the Latter-da- y Saint ri it will pro-
tect the Koman Catholic just as much
as it will the Methodist; it will pro-
tect men of every creed : . it will
protect the worshipper , of idols
luhis civil .rights, in his rights as a
miii and as a citizen. A man may be
an inhdel; a man may have been a Latter-

-day feaint and denied the faith and
lost his standing in the Church of God,
yet so lar as the civil authority is
concerned, so far tis the power that is
wielded by that which we call the
Kingdom of God i concerned, that
man. will receive, the amplest protec-
tion, he will have the fullest enjoyment
of his rights. '

President Taylor told us this morn-
ing told us as plainly as It could be
told the manner in which all men
should be treated. And that is the
design of God aud therein - our
friends , iu the t cast . are trampling
upon the true principles ef liberty in
their attacks upon us and Iq their
treatment of us. Such treatment will
just as surely bring down condemna-
tion and destruction upon a govern-
ment that practices these things, as
that the setting of the sun will bring
darkness upon the earth, it is not
possible for men to contlnuu in such a
course of oppression and wrong doing
as has been pursued by our fellow citi-
zens that have had the reins of govern-
ment in their hands without involving
themselves in trouble, i It is impossi-
ble that they can perpetuate their
power, and conduct 'themselves as
they have been doing towards us and
towards othersr There are eternal
principles of ' justice that cannot be
violated without injury to the person
who violates them. A goyernment tbaf
lends itself to the oppression of its
citizens, will sooner or later receive
punishment. That .which it sows it
will reap. It will be a harvest that
will be most bitter and sorrowful for
those who reap it. -

'- We are now citizens of this Terri-
tory. We fled here. As Latter-da- y
Saints we came here as exiles seeking
for a home la the wilderness. "God led
us to this land, in which, notwith-
standing all that may be said to the
contrary, we have laid the foundation
of this Territory, we have made this
land a peaceful, a happy land. There Is
no man in the country, no matter what
bis creed may be, that is, oppressed or
has been oppressed by the Latter-da-y

Saints. We have not oeen tyraunlcai
in the exercise of our power. We have
not discriminated against those not ot
us. We have given them the sme,
rights that we have ourselves. The
same peace that we have desired to en-

joy we have been wilting that they
should enoy, and we have extended
these privileges to them in common
with ourselves. We have sought in no
manner to interfere with tbeir belief,
nor with the exercise of it. The Roman
Catholic in Salt .Lake City has been as
unmolested as the Latter-da- y Saint has
been. We may not believe la tv elr
rclidon; we may think the ISe-thoc- ist

reliqiou ' poor rel!;:oa
to believe lu and practice, asd sa with
other forma of relisrion; but wMlawe
believe this, we have no ri?ht, neither
have we ever exercised any power to-
wards restraint!?? them or restricting
tern, oria any h.anner dprtvir xthem,
cf the free exercise of their riits of
conscience and of faith, and no

s'and and prospp that
v 1 do it "on. this liin i, for'Ubd h

pronvises cop.cerciii ? lUs 1- -. 1

t it no government can et.iid that wi.l
c i:,:a. xoce 01 x.i
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the .laws in their bands could have
accomplished it would hare been rent
asunder; wives would have been torn
from tneir husbands, children from
their parents; households would have
been destroyed; distrust and enmityand hatred would have been engen-
dered in the! breasts of the people one
towards another that is, If the mea-
sures that have been framed againstus could have been successfully carried
out as they were designed by those
who framed them. Just think of It!
Think of the manner the women of
this community have been temptedo turn traitors to their husbands
and their friends I - Kvery induce-
ment possible has been offered to
them to turn ' against and betray their
Uuhbands, and the seeds of enmity
have been sown, or have endeavored
to be sown, in the breasts of families
and of children against parents and
against each 'other throughout the cn
tire land. When you contemplate all
these acts they equal in cruelty and
perfidy and iuhumanity any of the acts
lot which we read in the Scriptures.Men are shocked when they read the
story of the treatment ot the Israelites
Jby Pharaoh. All the preachers through-out the land when they read that, cont-
inent more or less upon it to their con-
gregations, and talk about the cruelty
tjl which that king 'was guilty, and
praise the. Israelites and praise Moses
for that which they did.- - At the same
lime they are guilty themselves of as
itreat . crimes, t They are guilty of in-iltl-

government against its citizens
r--its peaceful citizeus and stirring upthe government to acts of harshness,of cruelty, and even some of them go
io far as to defend the use ot the army
by the government to destroy a peace-
ful people from the face of the eart.
: Now. as J have said,' no people In the
world have given greater proofs of at-
tachment to their own government and
nf devotion to those sacred principles.f lilK-rt- that we have-inherite- d than
.,e i tuter-da- y Saints have done in

I .es i.uantalns. But, as I have said,
taecry is still that we are disloyal;that we unite church' and state; that
we have an authority In our midst that
we respect and obey, while we disre-
gard the civil authority of the land.
1 hese things are a frequent cause of
complaint against us, and we are de-pl- ed

our rights, i We to-d- ay should be
a State. This Territory of Utah should
bo one of . the United States. We
should have the right to elect our own
Governor, fto elect our own Judges,to elect every officer in fact that exe-
cutes the laws or has anything to do
with the administration of the govern-
ment in our own land;'; We have been
here 37 years .and during 34 years of
that time we have been an organized1
Territorial government, longer than
any other community on the continent
except New Mexico, which was organ-
ized at the same time. 'Other. Terri-
tories have spruDg up and had speedy
recognition as States and are now
numbered as members of the Union
years after we settled this country.There is no good reason : why. we
should not have had this sam-- j right
granted nnto us ; no good reason what-
ever. We have shown our capabilityfor good government, for malntaia-in-s

good government. Our Teiritor
to-da- y is an example for maintain-
ing .to all the Territories - a and
X many States so far as good
government is concerned, and

freedom f rom-deb- t, aad; everything in
fact that makes life enjoyable and easyforlhe citizen. We are lightly taxed,and we have maintained ourselves
without aid from tho general governmentor from any other community:while other communities that have had
nothing like the difficulties to contend
with that we have had have been beg-
gars either at the door of the National
Congress, or of their neighboringStates and their fellow citizens. When
other places were visited by grasshop-
pers the whole ; land resounded with
appeals for aid ; but though we for live
years in succession, in some of our
settlements, bad crops . destroyed bythe same cause, yet no wail went npfrom Utah asking the nation for help.
We have been so Independent and so
disposed to sustain ourselves and to
fight our own battles with the difficul-
ties that environed us, that we have
managed to get along without havingrecourse to this method of obtaining
assistance, and in this respect our
course has been ynexampled.

Now, as t say, there Is no good rea-
son why wff should not have been ad-
mitted as ; a State in the Union,
except for v the reason, and that
has no . foundation - - In .-- truth,that we are not to be trusted, that we
are in such a condition that if we were
to get a state government there would
be danger resulting from that grant of
power unto us.i Of course all of you,
my brethren and sisters, know tow
untrue this is, how utterly without
foundation such accusations are, but.
nevertheless, .they are listened to and
believed.

- Efforts have been made amongus to
change this condition of affairs. There
nave oeen. ana still are, perhaps, some
who -- call themselves Latter-da- v
Saints who are almost readv to lend
themselves to any scheme that has for
its objec tithe obtaining of a State or-
ganization for Utah. Such persons look
upon this as so great a blessing and so
great a boon that they are almost
willing to forego their religious belief
and to pander to those who have got
power and to make some sort of a con-
cession (to them in order to achieve
this, what they consider, very desira-
ble end. -- There has been some agita-tion in years past respecting plural
marriage, and some people, calling
themselves .Latter-da- y Saints, have
been almost ready to go into the openmarket and bid for a State governmentat the price of conceding this princi- -
pie ot our religion, for the privilege of
oecommg a state 01 me union. Those
who are ready to do this are ready also
to cast off obedience to the Priest-
hood of the Son of God, and to sav.

We do not believe that men who hold
an office in the Church should have any
voice in the affairs of the state." Thev
are ready to sell out their belief as
Latter-da- y baints.and their veneration
and reverence for that power which
God has restored, for the sake of 'ob
taining a iitue recognition of their
tights as citizens, on the part of those
in power. It doe-- t not require much fa
miliarity with the spirit of God or
with the principles of our holv religion to understand exactly the positionthat such persons as these to whom I
allude occupy among ns. When a man
is reaay to barter any principle of sal-
vation for worldly advantage that man
certainly has reached the position that
he esteems worldly advantage above
eternal salvation. Can such persons
retain the Spirit of God and take such
a course as this? No, they cannot. That
other spirit , will lead such persons
astray, ami they will be left to them-
selves. Will there be such personscontinue among us and be associated
witn usr I do not question It. I ex-

pect we shall have such characters
with us during our future career as we
have had in the past. We have bad alltorts of people connected with this
Church. As the work roli forth, as itincreases In numbers, so will these
characters increase that Is, for a cer
tain time, 'until the ky comes when
the kingdom oi God and the re 51 of
righteousness shall be fully ushered
in. 3

Now, regarding this accusation that
is made concerning the. Priesthood jitis the most common charge that is
made asrainst us taat we J..ten toe
Priesthood, we are moreot":-- t
to the Priesthood tti v. e its to t; c3
who hold civil authority. The nucs'.'.ca
may be very prorer:? 1 a: lave we
not had good reason for t':..? ?':-u- ' l
we not bemost consume .ie 1 c" I t we
did not listen to our irie nds ir ,. c 1

our enemies? From the ti , ti.. ;
Preft. young was tuperse

' ;d us C ov-rn- or

cf tbia Territory v" 1 tl ? r oe

what kind etc. rs 1 ' we
had sent ictoorr tz'.ii to r.d. :r. t:
the affairs of U.e roven er ? . iajthere been a man a E sco e re
as Govtrcor wbo K .? ' t tL.lv,
even if he hitii t ,.. -
and to cc I vbj 1.
ritory,r':il -- : . Lj f '

as the 1. . j iil'adinr . . . . l' ,
Why, l..--r- M I

1 1 t i ..-
-

Govertjcr ? ..
' - "

easUy v -.' ?
had w' j I -
take f rj,men v. :;: . ;

BT

PEEST. GEORGE Q. CAMOH,

the Tabernacle.' Frovo,' Sunday- r ternoon, Nov. 20th. J 884.,
BE PORTED BY JOHN IBVIXK.

Iv attempting to address you this
afternoon, my brethren and sisters, I
trust I ahall hare tUo asslstaace of
your faith and prayers, that I may be
led to speak upon those principles that
are adapted to. your , circumstances
and wants. We as a people are living
at a time when we need the assistance
and direction of the Spirit of God. To
be taught by men and by men's wisdom
ip our position would be of little or no
avail to us, from the fact that the con-
ditions which surround u'u-ar- e differ-
ent in many respects from those which
surroand every other people. We are
a peculiar people. We are not bound
together by associations such as exist
among other peoples. We have not
come together because this land suited
ns and was Uesirable for us 10 make a
living in, but we have gathered to
!hls land through --force of circum-
stances overwhicn, to a certain extent,we had no control. We have couie to-
gether impelled by motives such as io
not operate upon ordinary people, and
having objects to accomplish hucu as
are not thought of nor labored for by
others Other people, when they form
settlements such as we have in tase
mountains, are generally drawn to-
gether, if they are new settlements, bytue advantages of locality, by the op-
portunities for making a living or

lir wealth, or for some con-
sideration or reasqn of this character-t-hat

is in the first place. Afterwards,
in succeeding generations, they staythere because it. is their birthplace,because it is the home in which theyhave been reared. But these considera-
tions have not influenced us la our
settlement In these .valleys. It Is due
to none of these causes that we are
organized in communities as we are to--

day, but it is due to causes that are
higher and diverse from tlioao that
operate upon other people where theyform settlements such as we have
done, lience, this being our condi-
tion, it requires wisdom, it requires
strength, it requires ' enlightenment
from God to enable ns to maintain
ourselves upon the principle that we
came, here in the beginning for, and to
escape the evils by -

wjiich we are
threatened. We believe that it was
God who led us to this land ; that it
was God who prepared this land as au
abode for us ; that it has been His Al-

mighty power that has preserved us
thus far, and has ameliorated the con-
dition of affairs that is the soil and
the climate and the water that has
produced changes that have made this
land desirable and a delightful home
for us and thatjthera has been a pur-
pose and a design In all this, and that
we have been tne instruments in the
hands of God of working out and ac-
complishing that design up to . tfie
present time. Hence thre Is, as I
nave said, a necessity that we should
receive from the 6ame source that has
hitherto guided ns, continued guidance
a ud continued instruction, so that we
shall not stop half way in the work that
ve have ' undertaken, bat by divine

tiefp be able to accomplish it. '

There were 'some reflections that
passed through my mind ICsat iuJ
your meeting this luorutnj concerning
the circumstances which surround lis
that if i can get the Spirit I would like
to speaa upon. , " ? . v f

In the first place It will not do to
indite or measure us by the standards
that obtain among oth er people, and
uy which people are measured tn other
places. To form a correct .judgment
of the Latter-da- y Saints men must
uuderstaud the motives which prompt
litem to action, the considerations
which affect them, and the objects
they have in view to accomplish; to
form a correct estimate of our charac-
ter these all must be' taken into con-
sideration. But it is often the case
that we arc measured by staudards
that do not 'apply to us, which may
very well answer for measuring other
people and other communities, but not
Jor us, and in consequence ot this we
are frequently misjudged, andmenand
women come to incorrect conclusions
respecting ns. 1'ault is constantly
found with ns by our enemies because
of these peculiarities' which they do
understand, or which if they do
not understand, they pay no attention
to. i'or instance, it is frequently said
to us that we are a disloyal people,that we are not friends to the govern-
ment, that we respect a power and an
authority in our midst which we con-
sider paramount to the authority of the
government; and because of the. cir-
culation of this accusation and its
wide spread belief we are refused
rights to which --we are fully entitled,
which belong to us, which should not
be withheld Jrora or denied to us. - It
is very reinaricaDie w len we thins
about our numbers, how few we are,
comparatively speaking, it is very re-
markable that there should be such
jealousy entertained about us a9 there
is. l'haraoh and the Egyptians were
never more afraid . apparently of the
great power of the "children of Israel
in their midst than our fellow citizens;
and many of them too that are in high
places, appear to be afraid of us. They
seem to look upon us as aliens, as au
aJitsu power, and treat us accordingly,when there is not the least justification
tor-doln- ie so. -

Now, you remember, doubtless,
Pharaoh's treatment of the Israelites.
He saw that they were Increasing, and
he became alarmed. "Why," said he,'if we were eoinir to have a war, these
Israelites are becoming so numerous
tney may join our enemies and take
away our kingdom from us. We must
stop their increase." And he coun-
seled with his people as to the best
method to stop this increase. He is-
sued a decree that all male children
that were born of the Israelites should
be destroyed and cast into the river
Mile, but that the female children
should be spared. In this wayhe hoped
to check the increase of the children
of Israel In Egypt. There is nothing
in history mat has come down to ns
to furnisii grounds or justification for
thU cruel action on the part of this
king.

" But this action was well adapt-
ed to force the children of Israel into
the feellosf that the government
under which they lived was a harsh, a
cruel and an unfriendly government.
and to create antipathy in their breasts
against It. In this way this tyrant,
as all tyrants have ever done la trying
to accoujpnsn tne odjcci ue uau in view,
took the very means to bring upon
himself and his nation the evils that he
dreaded; because if he had desired to
make the Israelites join tne enemies 01
the nation and be traitors in the midst
of the kingdom be could not
have taken a more effective method
than that which he did take. -

And so It is with us. it we had not
had a uroioand attachment to the Con
stitution ff the United States and to
the institutions of this government,thecourse that is taken against us o?
those who have represented the gov
ernment has been and is of a
character to .have driven us into
ouen and avowed enmity to the
government rears ana years azo
Witsiout that deep rooted attachment
we should have lost all our respect
for a eovernment under which we
have suffered such cruel wrongs.
Thers could e no better ' evidence
of the kind feellnar ' and tha loy
alty of the Latter-da- y Saints to the
government of the United btates than
the fact that in .our breasts and
throughout these mountains there pre
vails an unqaeiiomoie love auci
respect for the Constitution and the
iostitutlous that spriag therefrom,
notwithstanding we . have been
denied our rights and been treated
with the utmost cruelty. There is
scarcely an act of oppression that
could be practiced that we have, not
had toendure,f rom the time tha church
ot which we are memoers was organ-
ized up to the present time. We have
been ialsrly accused of all kinds of
critne?, have been mobbed and repeat
edly driven frjoia oor homes with the
entire loss of our property, have been
cutra;ed.warred upon, subjected to vio
lence of almost every description, snd
murdered. One by one onr rights tebeen assailed. We bive been stripped
cf then un 3erfcrirs of law; we Lave
U::i defied Jusi.ce, and treated wi

BED BOOM ANJ) PABLOE SETS, Etc.'

principle of our religion. We are
ready to testily inat our oeuei in mar-
riage and our practice ol it is inter-
woven with our hopes-c- f e'tcrual salva-
tion. Select every.-ma- who has had
more wives than one aud retained tho
faith of the Gospel; take bim and
his wives kand . tutenogate them
respecting their faith, and every one
would pay ''this principle - Is so Inti-
mately lutmvovco with ' my hopes of
eternal salvation, thatr I would be
afraid tkat.f would Ite damned if I did
not obey It." I believe-- , that; in nine
hundred and niuety-uiu- e cases out of a
thousahd where people are in the faith
they would moke l his response. . f

ell, now, what right lias any num-
ber of people--tue- re may be unnum-
bered millions who fay this-I-s not re-

ligion but jwhat right have thev to do
this? .1 If there was only one person on;
the face of the earth that entertained
that belief and he were alone and all
the rest of mankind were opposed to
him, it won id bo Just as precious to
nim as If millions entertained a belief
Ui common with him. Therefore, be-

cause there are millions who say It is
not rVligHn, ihis does not make it so
We testify in the most solemn manner
that it Is a part of our religion and that
we cannot forego this principle with-
out feeling that we forego our1 salva-
tion, our eternal - exaltation . by so
doing. j ' ' '

; Then' the question arises In the prac-
tice of this principle do ' those who
prtc ice it Infringe upon the rights of
their fellow citizens? Is ; society dis-
turbed? "Are there wrongs done to
tociely at large by the practice-o- f this
principle? Ixjtthosft wo have lived
among us answer this question. There
nevtr was a morepeaceiui society than
our hoclety that is, not for the past
few bundled years at least. Go through
our settlements sndjs there quarrel-ingt'l.- -t

there strife, are there bad ex-

amples set to the rising generation, Is
impurity taught, or any examples .of
Impurity vhbowu?" No, there is- - not.
We all know this, and we know that in
practicing our religion we do not

th rlgutj of pur fellow-citizen- s.
- r

But this attempt has been made Jusl
as it was in ancient days.: I look upon
it as a revival of the. same- spirit that
prompted Pharaoh to Seek the destruc-
tion of tho male children among tue
Israelites. If .we were guilty ol
thoxe crimes' so fashionable in th
world whereby lhe increase of familieh
Is prevented, I do not suppose there
Would be one wjord said about our sys-
tem of uiarrlavt-- ; I have uo idca-tuc-it

would be. But the fact that we do
ratee children the fact that ourliousts
and settlements are full of healthy off-

spring, is a standing protest against
the crimes of the age; it is a standiuv
protest against those abominable prac-
tices that are destroying the founda-
tion of many communities within th
confines of the United States, am
they are determined - those who
are guilty of these " thingsthat we shall not exist. 1 Tnt
loudest, outcry against us, and the
most devoted efforts against us, cotnt
from the region where these dreadful
practices prevail, where women mur
der their offspring before they art
born, are guilty of this pre-nat- al mur-
der, among itbj 11eople of the- - Uniteo
States who think themselves the most
enlightened. Twenty-fiv- e years ago
when I was laboring in the ministry i
that region I visile done of the towns,
aud the President of the branch of the
Saints these, (an old resident, whose
ancestors were among the first settlert
of the town) told me his wife was con-
tinually Jeered at and 'this was 25
years ago by her associates because
she bore children and bore them reg-
ularlythat she did not take means to
Frevent the increase of her family 1 Ii

known him I could scarcely
havb believed it, it was. too horrid. J
have learned since, however, that that
is a common practice in that region.The feature ot that society that im-
presses most vividly a traveler from
Utah is the fewness of children in what
are called the best families. And yetit is from there that the principal out-
cry is raised against us and the deter
mination expressed to break up our
families and to destroy us. .
- God has gathered a few people but
from the nations of the earth, out of
Babylon.' But shall they partake 01
these influences? I say to you, . m
sisters, you teach your daughter
against this accursed practice, or theywill go to hell, they will be damned,
they will be murderers, and the blood
of innocence "will be found upon them.
A; man that would sanction such a
thing in his family, or that would live
with a .woman guilty of such acts
shares in. the crime of murder. . i
would no more perform the ordinance
of laying on of hands on a woman
who is guilty of that crime, if I knew
i than i would put my hands on the
head ot a rattlesnake. . We must set
our faces like ilint against such acts.
These dreadful practices are coming
up like a tidal x wave . and ' washing
against our walls; for thereare Women
aiuon us who; secretly so I am told,I know nothing about this personally,but I am told there are women amongus wbo are instilling this murderousand accursed idea into the breasts olwomen and girls in our midst. Now
just as sure as it is doue, and people
yield to it, so sure will they be damned,
they will be damned with the deepestdamnation; because it will- - be thedamnation of fheddius innocent blood,tor which there is ; no . forgive-ness; nd . 1 would no i . more,as- - I say,- -

, administer to "such
women, baptise them, or perform anyordinance of the Gospel for them, thanI would for a reptile. They are out-
side the pale of salvation. They are ina position that nothing can be done forthem. They cut themselves off by suchacts from all hopes of salvation.. .

"As a people we should encourage
marriage. 1 am always delighted whenI hear President Taylor speak as he did
this morning on the principle of broth-
ers taking their brothers' widows to
wife v There are many yonng women
among us pining away that should be
mothers in Israel, that should be rais-
ing posterity, because the brothers are
so Indifferent to the rights that belongto the institution of marriage as to let
these young women stay in this con-
dition.- And there is one thing that 1
am impressed with--, and that is, there
will be considerable condemnation rest
down upon the Elders of this Church
for their neglect in these matters. Wo-
men are led astray and fail into thehands of wicked men because of rela-
tives to the dead neglecting to do fbat
which their duty; acting as thoughthe Lord cannot reward a man lor
keeping His law. 4Oh," says a nnn,ana as President Taylor has remarked,"I want to raise up a family for my-self." lie forseta God can bleaa himand his seed after him. Look atthe case of Jioas and iiuth. He took
Kup.w&u was tue wtfa of his klzrian.
She had no children, but he took her
when another kinsman who had a priorright to her rejected her. From thatal-hanc- e

sprang the noblest men that werein Israel Obed,Jesae,Uavid, Solomon,and through Boas and liuth came theSon of God. And that was a proxycase, as It U called. "Euth was thewife of Boaz's kinsman who had died.'Boaz took her to wile and raised up anhonorable posterity. And It is a wick-ed thing anion? us to allow such casesto go nneared for. A you i- t- woman islelt a widow, sometimea wirhnnt. .
eon to rer reseat her deceased husband :
She shoxii be cared for. and not if 1

attend to such matters.
TV -- 'rtltTea an'l sisters, God Is

a strict accountability r the VJ,vs Hehas revet ed to us. 1 t -e s re vet : d to
lul 1 t. l'nest'jood wL !th lie has

- ' " let us Conor it and notbe lUtiii ::td t v t': nnfrrr t' I.
raised ut -- t we are dolr "wro- -l jvnbI: t J tie l'i'io.,t- -I 1. 'i. I ir, f;

T.i. 1 . 1 i Ir-
1eJ 1 ,i servr-- i r - l ' rri 1
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WHICH WE GiftEU

.A

They cannot move only in a certain
direction. All freedom is taken away. -

A President is nearly killed after he gets
nis position in endeavoring to satisfythe clamors and wishes of those who
claim they elected him to office. This
is the case all through the government.There is no olilcc, even IV that of a
constable, but Is obtained in the same
way. ...... - . .

- I hope we shall never ; be In such a
position as this, for It would lead to
the destruction of liberty and free gOT-ernm- ent

among us if we should ever
give way to these things. Let men gointo office free and untrammelled. Let
them be elected because tbey are the
men most suitable, and pot because
tbey want the office. Letus, as a peo-
ple, endeavor to find men who do not
seek for office and who do not want It,
but wbo take it because it Is the wish
of their lellow citizens. 'And let
us: keep our salaries so low
that men will --not scramble for office
and live on the people as officeholders,
than which there is nothing more hate-
ful In a free land.

1 pray God to fill you with the Holy
Ghost, to guide you In the path of
righteousness, to enable you to avoid
the many evils abroad In the world,and as Zlon progresses to avoid evils
that will crowd upon us; because as
Zlon Increases there will be new temp-
tations and circumstances - thrown
around u that will be a trial to us unless
we have the aid t our God to help us
contend with and overtoroe them; and
tbst we may have this aid is my prayerin the name of Jesus, Amen. -
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graph OrUcri answered by reliira train.
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w in ter of 1847-- S and during the sum-
mer of 1848. It was quite sufficient.
There was naother organization. Butas soon as the Pioneers returned,Presl- -
dent Yonmranri t.hn nit nitk. k" O .wvva UIQ L.lliCUthere was no time lost in organizinga civu government the. ProvisionalGovernment of the State of Deseret
and laws were enacted in due form bythe civil authority, and from that day

uao ueeu respectedand honored tmnnir ii a mnA ...Ml 1

from this time, forward as long as this
people exist. There Is no people on
tne 1 ace ox tne earth that draw a nicerdistinction than w- - hotm... !,.
which belongs to the Church and that
ti uitu uciuuKs w me state. Uut It is
frequently said and I have had to meetit of ten in niy life time, particularly in
Washington; they have said and do
f?T, hy, vour Probate Judges are
Llcers ana Bishops, and your otherofficials hold offices in the-- Church."

Well, is this a crime? Is there any-
thing in the lawxr the Constitution of
pur country, or is there anything elsethat is recognized as binding amongmen that would prevent Elders and
Bishops from holding office? I do notknow of anything. I do not know thatma is any, worse for being a Bishopor an LIder,or any more unfitted forciv 1 employment, or the discharge ofcivil functions, than if he were not a
Bishop or an lder,especlally amoaz a
people organized as we are. As I saythis charge has been frequently broughtagainst ns in my hearing, aud I havebad .to meet it before committees of
Congress aud elsewhere: Therepiylhave mads to ueS charges Is this: that
among the Latter-da- y 8alnts in Utah,every reputable man in the communitybears some fflce In the Church. Assoon as he arilve at a suff-icient a.-e-

, if . he u a reputabler?i te receives an crdSaatioa in the
lTirsuood The beu 8cd the mosttctlTensa !a our ccnraunlty are the
r.-- ra K becone pronlnent in churcha .rz. Crl-.shop- s I ve without sai-- r?

;'s, or sepport from tie people, they,
1 c,r a..,...tv to sustain
They not I'.a memlers of otherder.'..mi"t .a wLo are t burden to"12 - eor , or r,lo receiri a edaca-- r

",t titles, sad' live ; y Ue t Janes tuarefur-- 1
1 1: by tie nembe-- a of theirtot rregs,. 1. 11 & fun" mill. . ..
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