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T AloT Clergyman Who Raised a Jj v v TRegiment from His Frontier Congre-

gation
CongreCongre-

gation
4

gation and Rose to BeSe Major General and
United States Senator One of the Noblest

I
I i

Members of a Really Great 2 irk j s
icanican Family

I

Irr w0 aI

ANCIENT lUTHERAN CHURCH ATTRAPPE
I

IRE CRADLE OF i f
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A A
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TIlETHE FAMILY

Melchior Muhlenberg
patriarchpatriarchs of the Lutheran churchchurch-
InInht America pioneer and patriot
born Hanover SeptemSeptem-

berherber CG 1711 died Trappe Pa OcOc-

rr tobel 7

i SECOND GENERATION

John PeterPetel GabrielGabrie American
soldier and statesman pastor
Woodstock Va born October 1I
1746 at Trappe died October 1I
1807 In Philadelphia

FrederickFrederic AugustusAu ustus American
statesman Lutheran clergyman
first speaker of01 CongressConfessCon ress born
January 1I 1750 at Trappe dieddie
June 4

THIRD GENERATION
Peter American soldier
Francis American statesman

FOURTH GENERATION
William Augustus P E clergyclergy-

man
clergy-

manman founder St81 Lukes Hospital
New York noet musician hymn
writer organizer of the first ProtPotProt-
estant

Prot-
estant Episcopal Sisterhood born
Philadelphia September 1016 17901796
died Newew York April S8 1577

ROi f mountain cabin and valleyalloyvalle

FROMF farm therethel gathered In the ruderude-
ly

rude-
ly

rude-
lyly built little church at WoodWood-
stock

Wood-
stockstock In the Ridge country

of Virginia onoone SundaySundar Inht January
1776 such aL multitude as thothe house of
worship nevernover had hold before For 6050

miles or more about the parishioners
had assembled soo that when the ship
herd of tho lockflock ascended thothe pulpit
thothe benches were filled the aisles
crowded and the doors and windowswindow
choked with people The pastor was
only 29 tall athletic HeKo
had none of the orators giftsgirts except
fervor and simplicity ofoC statement It
was his farewell sermon ho was to
preach and afterater a prayer ho plunged
Into his subject He told his congrecollcongre-
gation

re
gationgatlon their own story how theyther bad
left Germany years before to seekseck a

IN

largerlarser measure ofor freedom religious
and political In the New World and
how theythe had gonegono into the wilderness
to get It He told ofoC his father the
patriarch ofoC the church In AmericaAm rica
and of his work HoHe told of01 his own
career ofd f his trip to Germany as an boybo
of01 hisattendance at thetho University ofor
HalleHalie ofoC running awayawa afteraCter striking
aLL brutal Instructor ofoC enlisting In a
regiment of dragoons ofoC returning to
America and completing his educationloll
under his fathers direction and oofoC his
admission into thethu ministry

And then heho took up tho wrongs oforor-

thethe colonists In a11 clear plain way helie
sketched the attitude ofoC England toto-

ward
to-

ward
to-

wardward the American subjects the harsh
unbending unsympathetic character ofoC

the king the insistence of the ministry
in imposing whatever In thetho way of
taxation It saw fit to visit upon thetho
colonists the denial ofoC thothe right to thothe
colonists of having anyan voice or any
representation In the matter ofor taxa-
tion

taxataxa-
tiontion enforcement byb military power of01
thetho orders of the crown when these oror-

ders
or-

ders
or-

dersders conflicted with thothe legal rights ofot
the people and of a multitude of other
acts that had embittered thothe people He
traced step by stop the aggressions ofot
thetho government and named one byb oneon i

thothe privileges that had been withdrawn
from the people With everyeely withdrawwithdraw-
alal ofoC privilege the freedom ofoC thetho peopeo-

ple
peo-

ple
peo-

ple had been restricted moromore and more
Absurd laws had beenboen brought Into useus
the only purpose ofot which seemed to bebe-
to

be-
to

be-
toto harass embarrass and madden the
people In his own case for example
how ridiculous It was to compelscompelcomp lj him
to go to London and go through the
formtorm of being admitted totp the Church
ofoC England ministry before heho would
be permitted to become pastor of tinthe
Lutheran church at Woodstock He
told of the efforts made bybr the colonists
to protectprot t themselves first byb appeals
to the governments sense ofoC justice
then byb blunt refusalreCusa to submit to actsact
that Invaded their legal rights and thenthen-
hbyh threats of armed resistance In
words that arousedamused the coldest helie told
his parishioners that although thethu
brunt of the contest was being borne
byb the English speaking colonists thethc
German colonists ofoC thothe Blue RIgRidge
valleyvalle and thetho German colonists
throughout thetho New Worldorld were nonuno-
less

no-
lessless concerned A struggle for freedom
was one ofoC sacred character Invasion
of thetho rights of thetho people was the
concern of all HolIo feared and ho bebe-
lieved there was no withdrawal from the
stand taken either by the crown or by tilethe I

colonistscolonist Each had gone tooloo far to acaccac-
cept anything except completecompleto sur

r

T
II
tf

l
JiIIr-ro

1
5

render byb the other Surrender byb the
colonists meant a condition little short
ofor slavery

In thetho language of holy writ said
he therethero is a time for all things a
time to preach and aa time to praypra but
those times arearc passed away Thoro IsIs-

a
Is-

n
is-

aan time too in which man must fight
and that time now has come

Then he pronounced thetho benediction

THE CALL
For 30 seconds or moremoro there wasvas11 a

stillness such asns thothe little church never
had known before In times when the
congregation were present Then slowslow-
ly

slow-
lylyI and reverently thothe pastor took offore
his priestly robes and stood before thetho
congregation in the uniform of a Con-
tinental

ConCon-
tinental

Con-
tinental colonel Laying his clerical
dress on the pulpit rail and drawing his
swordsord he descended from thetho pulpit

BeatBea thothe drums BeatBent thetho drums for
recruits he called to boys he had stat-
ioned

stasta-
tioned at the church door

As thothe sound ofor the drumbeats wasvas
heard there was a scene in that rude
little church at Woodstock such as the
American Revolution rich as It is inin-
glorious

In-
glorIous

in-
gloriousglorious exampless of patriotic devotion
of thetho people affords no parallel
Thrilled to thothe highest degree byb the
impassioned words of the youngoung clergyclergy-
man

clergy-
man

clergy-
manman men struggled through thethotho-

rr r leJ orf climbed over thothe
benches In their eagerness to shake his
hand and to boho ranked among his folfol-
lowers

fol-
lowers

fol-
lowerslowers Old men brought forward their
sons wives their husbands and widwid-
owed

wid-
owedowed mothers their boysboS to place them
under tho pastors parental carotaro to fight
the battles of theirthel adopted country
Wonderful indeed was thothe record
mademado that dayda in that frontier church
Nearlyearl men of that congregation enen-
listed

en-
listed

en-
listedlisted that Sunday under the banner of
John Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg and
thetho gown thothe youngoung clergyman laid on
the pulpit rail never was worn again

A fine American waswag Peter Muhlen-
berg

Muhlen-
bergberg holie dropped the John and Gabriel
from his name afternIter leaving the minisminis-
trytry11 From out of tho Blue Ridge val-
ley

valval-
loy

nInI-

loloyleylo helie got nearly everyever manman-
to

man-
to

man-
toto Derv lbefore thetho war was over and
he himself was Inn thothe strife from first
to last His appointment as colonelcoonel
had been made on the recommendation
of George Washington and Patrick
HenryHem and holie had his regiment In thothe
field so50 earlyearl that It took part In thotiro

Iff
first battle of Charleston when CornCorn-
wallis

Corn-
walliswallis tried to taketako that cityelt and was
repulsed GenCen Charles Lee In his rere-
port

re-
port

re-
portport ofoC the engagement praised the
German regiment think It JusJus-
tice

jus-
ticetice hetie saysas to publish thothe merits ofoC
Colonel and his bravobrave garrigarri-
sonson and I know not which corps I havohaha-
thothothe greatest reason to bobe pleased with

Virginians or01 the North
Carolina troops TheyThC were equallyequall
alert zealous and spirited

Considering thothe fact that Lee whatwhat-
ever

what-
ever

what-
everever his faults mayma bebo hadhind been a gengen-
eral

gen-
oraoraleralora In the army of England and thethc
armyarm of Poland andwid was considered
onoone of thetho highest military authorities
ofoC that dayda this was quitoquite
for raw recruits ButDut
regiment had other claims forfOl recogni-
tiontion It was the first onoone that was comcom-
plete

com-
pleto

com-
pletopleto forCor ImmediateImmediato servicesenico and It was
thothe best armed best clothed and best
equipped In the Continental army

Throughout 1776 Muhlenberg served
in thothe south In February 1777 he was
promoted to bobe brigadier general rankrank-
ing

rankI-
nG

rank-
inging In the armyarm list Immediately after
Anthony Wayneayne He took command ofoC
hishl brigade in Mayta and had It In a high
stateslate of discipline at thothe time ofoC tho
battle ofoC Brandywine If it had not
been so thothe Continental army might
havohave been destroyed In that battle forfor-
it

for-
It

for-
Itit wasvas this brigade that checked CornCorn-
wallis

Corn-
walliswallis after his lordship had turned

flank OnoOne ofor thetho English
generalsgeneral In his report of thothe battle
said this of and
brigades TheyThe exhibited a degree of
firmness order and resolution and prepropre-
served

pre-
servedserved such a countenance In extremeextreme-
lylyh sharpharp servicesenico as would not havohave
discredited veterans

STURDY AND TRUE

TheseThee two reports that of Lee at
Charleston and the English general at
Brandywine afford an excellent linoIIno on

men as theytho were
throughout the war TheyThe were good
fighters veryveI hard to dislodge once
theythe took a position TheyThe were not
brilliant but theythe alwaysahas could be
relied upon And thetho general was a
good deal like them No ono ever
credited him with being a military gengen-
ius

gen-
Ius

gen-
iusius but holie knew how to put his own
good lightingfighting spirit Into his mentaco and
he kept up a higher degree ofoC discipline
than perhaps any otherothel general in thetho II

continental service exceptc Wayneayne
ItH is not to bobe supposed that he was

lacking In ability In thetho battle of GerGer-
mantown ho did exactly what WashWash-
ington

Wash-
Ington

ashash-
Ingtonington assigned him to do and was thothe
only general to carrycarr out his orders to
tho letter Ifrr the others had donedono as ho
did thetho whole British force would have
been captured but uhlenbergMuhlenberg carriedcurried
out his orders so well that hohe penetrat-
eded to the point of concentration only
to be there without support and to
havehavo to fighttight his waywa out Ho lost one
regiment before helie could extricate
himself but the wonder Is that he was
not crushed

Throughout thothe winter at ValleyValleForge Muhlenberg had charge ofoC the
outer semicircle and In thetho battle of

his brigade formed thetho right
wing of General Greenes division
GreeneGreeno received high praise for the
conduct of his division so it can bobe
accepted as a fact that thothe
berg brigade did pretty well In thegrueling lightfight that followed tho rout
ofor LeosLees force

It was not until the magnificent afaf-
fair

af-
fairfairCall ofor Stony Point that Muhlenberg
came prominently into notice again
While WayneVa no made his dashing assault
Muhlenberg with picked men ofoC his
brigade covered and supported thothe atat-
tack

at-
tachtacktach TheTho glory of the assault belongs
to FlouryFleury but the fact that In this hazhaz-
ardous

haz-
ardous

haz-
ardous undertaking Washington should
havehavo selected Muhlenberg as second
in command Is evidenceenco ofoC how highly
thetho considered thethopastor ofor Woodstock

REALHEAL WORKWORE

In 1779 Washington sent Muhlenberg
back to Virginia The British hadhud met
much resistance and their victories inthe north had been barren but In the
south It had been different The south
while thothe richest part of the young re-
public rere-
public

re-
publicpublic waswall the weakest largo sec

of GeorgiaGeor la and the Carolinasbeing disaffecteddi and Sir HenryHenrS Clinton had takental en advantage of this conto send various expeditions tothetho south OnoOne ofoC these expeditions hadravaged plundered and burned thothe Vir-ginia VirVir-ginia Vir-giniaginia seaboard without opposition
Much as Washington would have likedto defend his own state helie could notHe did not daredaro withdrawraw his threatenedcd attack uponUllon New York and hohe hadhindurgent need of every regiment In hishlcommand Something had to bobe donehowever fortor the protection not only ofVirginia but for01 thothe support of anarmy that would keep the British busyin the Carolinas and Georgia So lieJiesent to Virginia butkept brigade on thotheHudson ThoThu parson not only had toraise and drill aLL newnaw force but stysee tothothe equipment ofor thothe regiments Howsuccessful hotie was In carrying outdesires is shown by thothelargo body ofoC troops under hisIlls andLafaLaa command whicH pennedCornwallis up in Yorktown and startedthe light that endeden ed the war

Probably throughout the wholewhale RevoRove
struggle General

bergbelg did no betterhatter service fortor thothe country than InJn this period ofoC recruiting anarmy His great popularity among
thothe Germans hohe used to the utmost dodegreegre andanti then ho used thothin fine example set by the Germans to Influence

I 71 kies 4
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others to enlist And when voluntary
enlistment had about reached its limit
hohe was not averseaveno to resorting to concon-
scription

con-
scrIption

con-
scription He was In Virginia to raise
an armyarm and he raised one Whathat he
had to contend with mayma bobe appreci-
ated

appreci-
ated

appreci-
ated when a letter ho sent to WashingWashing-
tonton in response to one thothe commander

had written to himhint begging
him to hurry forward recruits to Gen-
eral

GenGen-

eral
Gen-

eraleral Gates who had taken command
I

In Georgia Is read I

They would have gonegono on before this
time wrote but there IsIs-

a
Is-

a
is-

aa total want of everything necessary
to fit them for thetho field ThereThero are
neither teams tents nor blankets and
it is but a fewrew daysdas since wowe were ableablo
to procure arms fit for service

BENEDICT ARNOLD
While still engaged In filling thethin

gaps Inn armyarm Muhlenberg had
something new to worryworn him A BritBrit-
ish

BrIt-
Ish

Brit-
ishish fleet of CO60 sail entered thethin James
river and began disembarking
men Hurriedly collecting his recruits
Muhlenberg marched with men to
meet thothe Invaders leaving General
Weedon behind In Richmond to collect
troops to reinforce him BeforeDefore he
left Richmond however ho rushed a
dispatch bearerhearer to General WashingWashing-
tonton with an messagemelage explaining the popo-
sition

po-
sition of the British recommending that
the French fleet be sent to blockade
thetho fleet and promising toto-

IkeepI eop the land force busybus and get it Into
a net IfIr the French checked escape by
seasen

uhlenbergMuhlenberg gotgoot reinforcements so
rapidly that he advanced on PortsPorts-
mouth

Ports-
mouth

Ports-
mouthmouth drove In the pickets
and keptkent General Leslie confined to
his Int There was no
overrunning the country and there
was no escape forf r Leslie if the French
hoot appeared But thethin French did
not arrive Washington eithercither had
other ideas or thetho French had otherothor
Ideas At any rate Leslie was able
to board ship and sail away his exex-
pedition

ex-
pedition

x
a fiasco but thothe Americans

moromore disgusted than he possibly could
bebeInIn JanuaryJanuar 17811751 thornthere was a now
invasion ofoC Virginia Benedict Arnold
landing at Portsmouth to10 do what
Leslie had failed to do Ofor the
volunteers that Muhlenberg managed
to get together around Portsmouth
when Leslie was cooped up therethero 1000
had disbanded and thothe remainder were
illy provided for Baron Steuben
had been sent to Virginia and beingbeins

superior superseded himhim-
In

him-
In

him-
inIn command Muhlenberg was absent
onen furlough when ArnoldArnod landed and
thetho traitor was ravaging thethin countrycountr
before the pastor was In the field again
Before thothin month closed Steuben and

had gathered enough force
to drive Arnold Into Portsmouth Muh-
lenberg

Muh-
lenberg

uhuh-
lenberglenberg tried vainly to put through
a plan conceived byb Thomas Jefferson
to capture the traitor and was much
distressed over its failure Helie tried
too to draw Arnold out from the fortifortlforti-
fications

forti-
fications and risk a battle but Arnold
would not accept his challenge Then
thorothOlO came an development that changed
thothe whole situation A detachment ofoC
thetho French fleet appeared and Baron
Steuben supposing as ho had good
reason to that it would cut Arnold off
left to look afteraCter the InIn-

vestment
In-

vestment
in-

vestmentvestment ofoC Portsmouth while he
with about 1000 men rushed to thothe aid
of General Greene who hadlead supplanted
Gates and who was threatened byb
Cornwallis

ThoThe French fleetlI t after capturing a
frigate and some smaller vessels sailed
awayaWa Admiral Tilly saying there was5
not enough water for his ships

ThoThe importance of capturing Arnold
so appealed to Washington that heho
madomade a vigorous protest against
conduct and Admiral Destouches promprom-
ised

prom-
Ised

prom-
ised to repair thothe situation byb going

with his whole fleet and in addition
landing 1100 infantry on the Chesa-
peake

Chesa-
peakepeake shore Washington dispatched
Lafayette with 1200 regulars fromCrom thethin
main armyarm to cooperate with the
French and to assume command of thetho
forces Init Virginia

It looked as if Arnold was caged suresura
enough and there was great rejoicing
when a big fleetneet arrived But thetho icrere-
joicing did notrot last long ThoThe fleetlect was
that ofor Admiral Arbuthnot It had met
Destouches offore tho capes and smashedsmas led
the Frenchman With thethin came

men under Gen Phillips ThThesesese-

men
se-

menmen were to unite with Arnolds tinetheth
whole force to Join that ofoC Cornwallis

YORKTOWN
ThoThe clouds hanginghansIng over Virginia

were growinggrow inS darker The British
tired of Inaction and nowno having a11

great preponderance ofor force tooklook the
aggressive ascending the James river
On Marchlarch 25 theythe attacked Petersburg
Muhlenberg with 1000 militiamen concon-
ducting

con-
ductingducting the defense TheTho British force
of 2300 was resisted stubbornly for two
hours and then the Americans retreatretreat-
eded TheTho conduct of thetho militia won thothe
highest praisese and the resistance waswas-
so

was-
soso spirited that tho British were dede-
layed

de-
layedlaed a sufficient time to permit LaLa-
fayette

La-
faette

La-
fayettefayettefaette to Join forces with Muhlenberg
and effectually prevent a junction ofIC
thothe commands of Phillips and CornComCorn-
walliswallis at Richmond where theytho had
planned to comecomo together

Phillips after somesomo raiding returned
to Portsmouth where he died and ArAr-
nold

Ar-
nold

Ar-
noldnold resumed command Cornwallis
and Arnold Joined forces on MayMa 20 at
Petersburg and then began that fine
gamegamo between Lafayette and Cornwal-
lislis which resulted in thethin Yorktown sursur-
render

sur-
renderrender Cornwallis looked upon LafayLafay-
ette

LafaLafa-
ette

Lafay-
etteette as Insignificant No doubt he was
far below the British lord In ability
but It Is unwise to undervalue an opupop-
ponent

op-
ponent And then Cornwallis was hamham-
pered

ham-
pered

ham-
pered

1

byb his orders from Sir Henry
Clinton When orders came for them to
retire fromCrom Virginia hohe planned to emem-

bark
em-

bark
em-

barkbark at Portsmouth but Yorktown was
forced upon him and when on Aug oS
17811751 thothe fleet ofoC De Grasse arrived Inin-

thethothe bay C was doomed
In the attack on thothe two redoubts

that forced thetho surrender thetho BaronDaron do
led thetho French party that capcap-

tured
cap-

tured
cap-

tured thetho right redoubt and AlexanderAle
Hamilton and Gen uhlenberg led the
American partypart that stormed the rere-

doubt
rre-

doubtdoubt to thethan leftleCt Muhlenberg being Inn
command

THE CLOSING CHAPTER
So far as military matters were concon-

cerned
con-

cerned
con-

cerned Peter career wasw s
closed with Yorktown Ho was malemademade-
a

male-
aa major general and a grant ofor
acres of land in the Ohio valley wawws I

madomade to him In recognition ofoC his

ices but he wasteas to seeseo no more tightfightfight-

inging He lived for a time at Woodstock
and then ho wentent to his fathers norm

at Trappe Pa In thothe spring of 17311711 I
he started for thetho Falls ofor Ohio now
Louisville Intending to locate there
That hoIto had a discerning eyeeyo may bebe-

BseenB n from what heho wrote regarding the
river country and Louisville Ofor thethuth
Ohio valley he saids ld From what IIhahave
seenBeen of the river Ohio and thetho landslandland-
on

lands-
onon both sides I make no doubt that In

I

time this will bo00 thothin first and mostmoat j

valuable settlement In North America JJ-

AtAt present thetho country is inhabited bjby Iwild beasts onlyonh
Louisville holie described as a

house a jail and seven huts besides ththe
fort He added however fromCrom the
prospect of thothin lands in the vicinity ol010

thetho town and Its situation itht promiseses

fairall to become ua place of great im-

portance
lmim

po I
Tielie returned to Pennsylvania without

settling at LouisvilleLou W Ille and In 1755 alal-

though
aL-

though
11

thoughthou h hohe had been a resident ofoC tittinth
state only two years he was
viceI e president ofoC Pennsylvania BenjaBenja-
min

Benja-
minmin Franklin being elected president if

These elections were held under lhthe
Constitution ofoff 1776 which assignedc
thesetho titles to thethoth first and second oforof-

ficers
of-

ficer of the state Therhe general coneonScon-

tinued In this office until 1753
tinetile present Constitution of thothe
States waswa adopted Under thethc newneune
Constitution General Muhlenberg wasteat
elected a member of the first Congress
to servesere from March 4 17891759 to Marchlurch I1 i

His brother Frederick Augustus
was the first speaker oloJ

the house of representatives Tin
general was a member of thothe Third antanCant-
of

I

of the Sixth Congress Helie alwaysahas vatwaivat-
aa strong supporter of Thomas Jefferson
andamI when Inn 1801 theth choicecholet of a piespresi-
dentdent between Jefferson and Burr wastent
deadlocked in the house ofor representsrepresenta-
tives

enta
ticstives worked for hisiris ole
friend as he never worked before NotNoiol
only that but when it was planned bjbyb
prominent Federalists to declare tittin
election null and void and vestest the exox

powerp Hel In the chief justice so aa-

to
matat-

toto keep the Federal partypart In control liIt
waswai announced byb Jefferson that it1

such anall attempt wasas made It would bebdbe-

reresistedre isted byb force Gen
was selected by Jefferson to deposedepo tinthe
usurping government with thetho
of Pennsylvania On thothe
ballot however Jefferson was elected
president

On Feb IS18 ISOl waswat
elected United States senator HHt
served only a fewfow months and resigned
to become supervisor of internal reveree
nueflue In 1502 President Jefferson mattmadema
himhinn collector of thothe port of

and hohe held thetho office until hhthI
died Oct 1 15071807

He died ofor an diseaseo caused byb exex-
posure in thothe Revolutionary war St
trouble that caused him greatrent
for a yearcar prior to his death HhH
bodybod waswars laid away alongside that oiof
his father In the churchyard of the oKold

Lutheran church at frappeTrappe Pa tinttin
cradle of Lutheranism in America PerPelPer-
hapshaps no modest old churchyard inhim atal
America contains the dust ofIf so ninny
great men as docsdoes that In Trappe

RICHARD JLANEE
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