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MUHLENBERG, THE ¥
"UTHERAN Clergyman Who Raised a
Regiment from His Frontier Congre-
sation and Rose to Be Major General and
United States Senator—One of the Noblest

Members of a Really Great German-Amer-

|
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THE MUHLENBERG FAMILY.

Henrlch Melchior Muhlenberg,
patrinrch of the Lutheran church
in America, pioneer and patriot;
born Eimbeck, Hanover, Septem-
« ber 6, 1711; died Trappe, Pa,, Oc-

.tober 7. 1787.
SECOND GENERATION
E John Peter Gabriel, American
t soldier and statesman, pastor

Woodstock, V born October 1,
1746, at Trappe; dled October 1,
1807, in Philadelphia
Frederick  Augustus,
statesman, Lutheran clergyman,
first speaker of Congress; born
January 1, 1750, at Trappe; dled
June 4, 1801,
THIRD

Peter. American soldier
Francls, American statesman.
FOURTH GENERATION.
Willlam Augustus, P. E clergy-
man, founder St. Luke's Hospital,
New York; musician, hymn
writer, organizer of the first Prot-
estant Eplscoprl Sisterh born
Philadelphia, September 16, 1796;
died New York, Aprll 8§, 1877,

American

GENERATION

noet,

ROM mountain cabin and valley

farm there gathered in the rude.

1y built little church at Wooi-

stock in the Blue Ridge country
of Virginia one Sunday In January,
1776, #uch a multitude as the house of
worship never had held before. For 60
miles or more about the parishloners
had assembled, so that when the shap-
herd of the flock ascended the pulplt
he benches were filled, the
:d and the doors and windows
choked with people. The pastor was
only 29, tall, elean-limbed, athletic. He

alsles

had none of the orator's gifts except
fervor and slmplicity of statement. It
was his farewell serie he was (a2

preach, and after a prayver he plunged
into his subject. He told his congre-

ANCIENT LUTHERAN CHURCH AT TRAPPE
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—————————

larger measure of freedom, religious
and politleal, in the New World, and
how they had gone into the wildernass
to get it. He told of his father, the
patriarch of the church In America,
and of his work. He told of his own
career, +f his trip to Germany as a boy.
of his attendance at the Unliversity of
Halle, of running away after striking
a brutal instructor, of enlisting in a
regiment of dragooms, of returning to
America and completing his education
under his father's direction and of his
admisgion into the ministry

And then he took up the wrongs of
the colonists. In a clear, plain way le
sketched the attitude of England to-
ward the American subjects, the harsh,
unbending, unsympathetic’ character of
the king: the insistence of the ministey
in Imposing whatever In the way of
taxation It saw fit to visit upon the
colonists; the denlal of the right to the
colonlsts of having any voice or any
representation in the matter of taxa-
tion; enforcement by military power of
the orders of the crown when these or-
ders conflicted with the legal rights of
the people, and of a multitude of other
acts that had embittered the people. He
traced step by step the aggressions of
the government, and named one by one
the privileges that had been withdrawn
from the people. With every withdraw-
al of privilege the freedom of the peo-
ple had been restricted more and more
Absurd laws had been brought into uss,
the only purpose of which seemed to be
to harass, embarrass and madden the
people.  In his own ecase, for example,
how ridieulous It was to compal| him
to go to London and go through the
form of being admitted to the Church
of Englund ministry before he would
be permitted to become pastor of the
Lutheran church at Woodstock. He
told of the efforts made by the colonists
to protect themselves, first ‘by appeals
to the government's sense of justice,
then by blunt refusal to submit to asts
that invaded their legal rights and then
by threats of armed reslstance. In
words that aroused the coldest he told
his parishioners that, although the
brunt of the contest was being borne
by the English speaking colonists, the
German colonists of the Blue Ridge
valley and the German colonlsts
throughout the New World were no
less concerned. A struggle for frecdom
wias one of sacred character. Invasion
of the rights of the people was the
concern of all. He feared and he be-
lieved there was no withdrawal from the
stand taken eltherby the crown or by tne

render by the other. Surrender by the
colonists meant a condition little short
of slavery.

“In the language of holy wrii,'" =sald
he, *“‘there fs a time for all things, a
time to preach and a time to pray, but
those times are passed away, There is
a time, too, in which man must fight,
and that time now has come.”

Then he pronounced the benediction.

THE CALL.

For 30 seconds or more there was a
stillness such as the little church never
had known before in times when the
congregation were present. Then, slow-
1y and reverently, the pastor took off
his priestly robes and stood before the
congregation in the uniform of a Con-
tinental colonel. Laying his clerical
dress on the pulpit rall and drawing his
gword, he descended from the pulplt

“Beat the drums! Benat the drums for
reeruits!”™ he called to boys he had sta-
tioned at the church door.

As the sound of the drumbeats was
heard there was a scene in that rude
little chu at Woodstock such as the
Amerlcan Revolutlon, rich as it is in
glorious examplés of patriotic devotion
of the people, affords no parallel
Thrilled to the highest degree by the
impassloned words of the young clergy-
man, Imen struggled through the
orpWwded” aisles’ 'or climbed over the
benches In their eagerness to shake his
hand and to be ranked among his fol-
lowers, Old men brought forward their
sons, wives their husbands and wid-
owed mothers thelr boys to place them
under the pnstor’s parental care to fight
the battles of their adopted country.
Wonderful, indeed, was the record
made that day in that frontier church.
Nearly 200 men of that congregation en-
listed that Sunday under the banner of
John Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg, and
the gown the young clergyman laid on
the pulplt rail never was sworn again.

A fine American was Peter Muhlen-
berg (he dropped the John and Gabriel
from his name after leaving the minls-
try). From out of the Blue Ridge val-
ley he got nearly every able-bodied man
to serve before the war was over and
he himself was In the strife from first
to last His appointment as colonel
had been made on the recommendation
of George Washington and Patrick

gatlon their own story, how they Yvad | colonists. Each had gone too far to nc. | Honry, and he had his regiment in the
left Germany years before to seek a cept anything except complete sur- | field =so early that it took part In the
l'
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first battle of Charleston, when Corn-
wallls trled to take that city and was
repulsed. Gen. Charles Lee, in his res
port of the engagement, pralsed the
German regiment highly.”I think it jus-
tlce,” he says, ‘to publish the merits of
Colonel Moultre and his brave garrl-
son; and I know not which corps I hava
the greatest reason to be pleased with,
Muhlenberg’s Virginians or the North
Carolina troops. They were equally
alert, zealous and spirited.

Consldering the fact that Lee, what-
ever hig faults may be, had been a gen-
eral in the army of England and the
army of Poland, and was considered
ono of the highest military authoritics
of that day, this was quite fattering
for raw recruits, Jjut Muhlenberg's
regiment had other claims for recognl-
tion, It was the first one that was com~
plete for Immediate service and it was
tha best armed, best clothed and best
equipped In the Continental army

Throughout 1776 Muhlenberg served
¥n the zouth. In February, 1777, he was
promoted to be brigadier general, rank-
Ing In the army list immediately after
Anthony Wayne, He took command of
hie brigade in May, and had it in a high
state of dlscipline at the time of the
battle of Brandywine If it had not
been so the Continental army might
have been destroyed in that battle, for
it was this brigade that checked Corn-
wallis after his lordship had turned
Washington's flank. Ono of the English
generals, in his report of the battle,
said this of Weedon's and Muhlenberg's
brigades; “They exhlbited a degree of
firmness, order and resolution and pre-
served such a countenancs in extreme-
ly sharp service as would not have
discredited veterans."

STURDY AND TRUE.

These two reports, that of Lee
Charleston and the English general at
Brandywine, alford an excellent line on
Muhlenberg’s men as they were
throughout the war. They were good
fighters, very hard to dislodge once
they took a position. They were not
brilliant, but they always could be
relied upon. And the general was a
good deal like them. No one ever
credited him with being a military gen=
lus, but he knew how to put his own
good flghting spirlt into his men, and
he kept up a higher degree of discipling
than perhaps any other general in the
continental service except Wayne.

It is not to be supposed that he was
lacking In abllity, In the battle of Ger-
mantown he did exactly what Wash-
ington asslgned him to do and was the
only general to carry out his orders to
the letter. If the others had done as he
did the whole Britlsh force would have
been captured, but Muhlenberg carried
out his orders so well that he penetrat-
ed to the point of concentration, only
to be there without support and to
have to fight his way out. He lost one
regiment before he could extricate
himself, but the wonder is that he was
not crushed.

Throughout the winter at Valley
Forge Muhlenberg had charge of the
outer seml-cirele, and In the battle of
Monmouth his brigade formed the right
wing of General Greene's division,
Greene recelved high praise for the
conduct of his divisilon, so it can be
accepted as a fact that the Muhloen-
berg brigade did pretty wall In the
grueling fight that rfollowed the rout
of Lee's force,

It was not until the magnificent af-
falr of Stony Point that Muhlenberg
came prominently Into notice agaln.
While Wayne made his dashing assault
Muhlenberg, with 300 picked men of his
brigade, covered and supported the at-
tack. The glory of the assault belongs
to Fleury, but the fact that in this haz-
ardous undertaking Washington should
have selected Muhlenberg as second
in command is evildence of how highly
the commander-in-chiet considercd the
pastor of Woodstock.

REAL WORK.

In 1779 Washington sent Muhlenberg
back to Virginia. The British had met
much resigtance and thelr victorles in
the north had been barren, but in the
south It had been different. The south,
while the richest part of the young re-
publlc, was the weakest, large sec-
tions of Georgla and the Carolinas
belng disaffected, and Sir Henry Clin-
ton had taken advantage of this con-
dition to send wvarious expeditions to
the south. One of these expeditions had
ravaged, plundered and burned the Vir-
ginla  seaboard without opposition,
Much as Washington would have liked
to defend his own state he could not.
He did not dare withdraw his threaten-
ed attack upon New York, and he hna
urgent need of every reglment in his
command. Something had to be done,
h_un'r:\ er, for the protection not only nf
Virginla, but for the support of an
army that would keop the British busy
In the Carollnas and Georgla. So he
sent. Muhlenberg to Virginia, bui
kept Muhlenberg’s  brigade on the
Hudson. The parson not only had to
rilse and drill a new force, but seo to
the equipment of the iments. How
successful he was |In carryving  out
Washington's desires is shown by the
large body of troops under his ang
Lafayette's command, which penned
Cornwallls up in Yorktown and started
the fight that ended the war. 3

Probably throughout the whole Revo-
lutlonary  struggle General Muhlen-
berg dld no better service for the coun-
try than In this perifod of recrulting an
army, Hls great popularity among
tho Germuns ho used to the utmost de-
gree, and then he used the fine cx-
ample set by the Germans o Influence

at
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others to enlist. And when voluntary
enlistment had about reached its limit
he was not averse to orting to con-
seription. He was in Virginia to ralse
an army and he ralsed one. What he
had to contend with may be appreci-
ated when a letter he sent to Washing-
ton In response to one the commander-
In-chief had written to him begging
him to hurry forward recruits to Gen-
eral Gates, who had taken command
in Georgia, is read

“They would have gone on before this
time.” Muhllenberg wrote, "but there is
a total want of everything necessary
to fit them for the field There are
nelther teams, tents, nor blankets, and
it is but a few days since we were able
to procure arms fit for service

BENEDICT ARNOLD

While stlll engaged in filling the
gaps In Gates's army, Muhlenberg had
something new to worry him. A Brit-
Ish fleet of 60 sail entered the James
river and began  disembarking 3,000
men, Hurrledly collecting hls recrults,
Muhlenberg marched with 800 men to
meet the Invaders, leaving General
Weedon behind In Richmond to collect
troops to reinforce him. Before he
left Richmond, however, he rushed a
dispatch bearer to General Washing-
ton with a message explaining the po-
sition of the British, recommending that
the French fleet be sent to blockade
the enemy’s fleet, and promising to
keep the land force busy and get It into
a net If the French checked escape by
sea.

Muhlenberg got  reinforcements so
rapldly that he advanced on Ports-
mouth, drove In the enemy's plckets

and kept General Leslie confined to
his . int®*:nchments There was no
overrunning the country, and there

na escape for Leslie if the French
fleot appeared But the French did
not arrlve. Washington either had
other ideas or the French had other
ideas At any rate, Leslle was ab
to board ship and =ail away, hils ¢
pedition a fiasco, but the Americans
more disgusted than he possibly could

L

In January, 1781, there was a now
invasion of Virginia, Benedict Arnold
landing at Portsmouth to do what
Leslie had falled to do. Of the 65,000
volunteers that Muhlenberg managed
to get together around Portsmouth
when Leslle was cooped up there, 4,000
had disbanded and the remainder were
illy provided for Baron Steuben
had been sent to Virginla, and, being
Muhlenberg’s superlor, superseded him
In command. Muhlenberg was absent
on furlough when Arnold landed, and
the traitor was ravaging the country
before the pastor was In the field again.
Before the month closed Steuben and
Muhlenberg had gathered enough foree
to drive Arnold into Portsmouth. Muh-
lenberg trled valnly to put through
a4 plan concelved by Thomas Jefferson
to eapture the traitor, and was much
distressed over its fallure. He tried,
too, to draw Arnold out from the fortl-
fications and risk a battle, but Arnold
would not accept his challenge. Then
there came a development that changed
the whole situation. A detachment of
the French fleet appeared, and Baron
Steuben, supposing, as he had gond
reason to, that it would cut Arnold off,
left Muhlenberg to look after the in-
vestment of Portamouth, while he,
with about 1,000 men, rushed to the ald
of General Greene, who had supplanted
Gates and  who was threatened by
Cornwallls

The French fleet, after capturlng a
frigato and some smaller vessels, salled
away, Admiral Tilly saying there was
not enough water for his ships,

The importance of capturing Arnold
so appealed to Washington that he
mado a vigorous protest against Tilly's
conduct and Admiral Destouches prom-
fsed to repair the situation by golng
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with his whole fleet and in addition
landing 1,100 infantry on the Chesa-
peake shore. Washington dispatched
Lafayette with 1,200 regulars from the
main army to co-operate with the
French and to assume command of the
forces In Virginia.

It looked as if Arnold was caged sura
enough and there was great rejoleing
when a blg fleet arrived. But the re-
joleing did rot Jast long. The fleet was
that of Admiral Arbuthnot. It had met
Destouches off the capes and smashed
the Frenchman. With the fleet came
3,000 men under Gen. Phillips. These
men were to unite with Arnold's, the
whole force to joln that of Cornwallls,

YORKTOWN

The eclouds hanging over Virgiala
were growing darker. The British,
tired of inaction, and now having a

great preponderance of force, took the
aggressive, ascending the James river.
On March 25 they attacked Petersburg,
Muhlenberg, with 1,000 militlamen, con-
ducting the defense. The British force
of 2,300 was reslsted stubbornly for two
hours, and then the Americans retreat-
ed. The conduct of the militia won the
highest praise, and the resistance was
so spirited that the British were de-
layed a sufficlent time to permit La-
fayvette to join forces with Muhlenberzs
and effectually prevent a junction of
the commands of Phillips and Corn-
wallls at Richmond, where they had
planned to come together

Phillips after some ralding returned
to Portsmouth, where he died and Ar-
nold resumed command.  Cornwallls
and Arnold Jolned forces on May 20 at
Petersburg and then began that fine
game between Lafayette and Cornwal-
lis, which resulted in the Yorktown sur-
render. Cornwallls looked upon Lafay-
ette as insignificant. No doubt he was
far below the British lord in ability,
but It is unwize to undervalue an op-

ponent. And then Cornwallis was ham-
pered by his orders from Sir Henry
Clinton. When orders came for them to

retive from Virginia he planned to em-
bark at Portsmouth, but Yorktown was
forced upon him and when on Aug. 28,
1781, the fleet of De Grasse arrived in
the bay Cornwallis was doomed.

In the attack on the two redoubts
that forced the surrender the Baron de
Viemenll led the French party that cap-
tured the right redoubt, and Alexander
Hamilton and Gen. Muhlenberg led the
American party that stormed the re-
doubt to the left, Muhlenberg being In
command.

THE CLOSING CHAPTER.

So far as mlilitary matters were con-
cerned Pater Muhlenberg's career was
closed with Yeorktown. He was ma-le
a major general, and a grant of 10,000
acres of land in the Ohlo valley was

m REVOLUTION |

fees, but he was to see no more fight.
ing. He lived for a time at Woodstock
and then he went to his father's home
at Trappe, Pa. In the spring of 174
he started for the Falls of Ohlo (now
Loulsville), intending to locate there
That he had a discerning eye may he
soen from what he wrote regarding the
river country and Loulsville, Of the
Ohlo valley he said: “From what I have
seen of the river Ohlo and the lands
on both sides I make no doubt that In
time this will be the first and most
valuable settlement in North America.
At present the country Is inhablted by
wildl beasts only."

Loulsville he deseribed as
house, a jail and geven huts hesides the
fort.'”” He added, howevyer, rom the
progpect of the lands in the vicinity ol
the town, and its eituation, it promises
fair to become u place of great Im.
portance.’

He returned to Pennsylvania withoul
cettling at Louisville, and in 1785, ¢
though he had been a resident of thg
state only two years, he was ¢l
vice president of Pennsylvania, B
min Franklin®*being elected presi
These electlons were held under the
Constitution of 1776, which assignec
these titles to the first and second of-
flcers of the state. The general con-
tinued In this office until wher
the present Constitulion of the Tnitec
States was adopted Under the new
Constitution General Muhlenberg was
elected a member of the first Congresa
to serve from March 4, 1789, to March 4

‘a court

1788,

1801, His brother, Fr X Augustus
Muhlenherg, wa . speaker o
the house of 1o Vs Tht

general was a member of the
of the Sixth
a strong =appd
and, when in 1801 the choice of a pr
dent between Jefferson and Burr
dendlocked ir the house of repres
tives, Muhlenherg worked for his
fricnd as he never worked before !
only that, but when it was planned by
prominent Federalists to declare the
election null and void and vest the ex
ecutive power in the chief justice =o a:
to keep the Federal party in control, it
was announced by Jefferson that o
such an attempt was made it would be
resisted by force.  Gen. Muhlenberg
was selected by Jefferson to depose tin
usurping government with the militls
of Pennsylvania. ©On the thirty-sixtk
ballot, however, Jefferson was elected
president.

On Feb. 18, 1801, Muhlenberg war
clected United States tor. Ht
served only a few months, and resigned
to become supervisor of Internal reve

Third ane

nue, In 1802 President Jefferson made
him collector of the port of Phlladel
phia, and he held the office until Te

died, Oct. 1, 1807.
He dled of a disease caused by ex
posure in the Revolutionary war, £
trouble that caused him great suffering
for a year prior to his death. Hi
body was laild away alongside that ol
his rather In the chu ard of the old
Lutheran church at Trappe, Pa., the
cradle of Tutheranism in Amerlca. Per
haps no madest old churchyard in al
America gontulns the dust of so man)y
great men as does that in Trappe
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We can collect any size elalm you
may want, It does not need to be a
large one, nor necessarily for $400.00
We collected $400.00 for each of the
following cllents. Read the list. You
will know some of them:

£400 for R. W. Sloan, Insurance,
McCornlck block, Salt Lake City,

§400 for Sam Christensen, grocer,
Gth E. and 7th So. Sts., Salt Lake City,

$400 for J. H.
Francisco, Cal

$400 for J. D. Craven, sheep-ralsor,
Payson, Utah.

$400 for G. I. & H. B. Beckstead,
sheop-ralsers, formerly of Riverton,
Utah,

$400 for John Strickley, Kentucky
Llguor Store, Salt Lake City.

$400 for Niel Isaacson, Utah Liquor
Btore, Salt Lake City,

Bacon, banker, San

There are several others not me ntloned,

ter. Turn in your claims and we wil

THE 400

There will be more hereaf-
I collect some for you,

MERCHANTS' PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION.

BCIENTIFIC COLLEUCT OR
Reoms 77 to 100, Cemmercial Nati 1
Francis G. Luke, General Ma

5 OF HONEST DEBTS,
Bank Bldg., Salt Lake City. Utah
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