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Aritten for this Paper

THE AGE WE LIVE IN.

Men are very loath to believe that
tbhey will reap ar tbhey bave sown,
Splte nf ovbservation and possibly of
experiepce, there are countless antici-
pations which are destined to failof
realization, because of the basis upon
which they are reared. The English-
man who after enjoying hie beer and
belng told that it was made of mail,
sowed a little patch with that article,
wab Jleappointed in his expectation of
more beel; Just uathe woman was with
hert first experlence in raising fowls—
she expected chickene from ducks’ eggs
pecause they were hatebed by a hen,

Therte may be exaugeration bere, but
things equaliy foolish are expected in
the every-day routine of Hfe. Mvn sow
speculalion and extravagance and bope
to earn the reputation of being smart
and liberal. Tbe observer can bardly
make & mistake as to the result, but the
chief actor on a atace litke this is oply
mlsled by the red fire whicb be creates,
rather than by the clear light of reason,
which judges caure snd eftect. From
a business sltandpoint men mlelead
themselves, spite of fallure, assign-
menis or bankruptcy around them.
“i'bey Indulge bere and there, slightly
of course, but apjetite “'grows by what
it feeds upon,’® and bahits are more
easily fixed than overcome. Nome
glve away their means from ostenta.
tion; otbere that they may be thought
}ibera) and they gmell to and trustthe
unwortby, Bome sell for sll they
can  get, never expecting to esee
their customer agarin. Others buy
s0 eueptciously, exhbibit so much
feasr of the desler and cob-
fidence in themeelves, that tbhey pro-
woke a man to take advuntage ngninst
s wil), Some rell witbout judgment,
buy without discrimination,trade with-
out cognizance of the cuteide market,
and credit without tbought of Becurity
or repuatation; hut eachb one of these
writes bis own enitaph, *He died of
wviolation of law.?

Men sow Lo ignorance and expect to
reap intelligence. They neither pre-
vide mental food for themseelver or
their dependente. The movements of
mankind, the discoveriee of socience,
the progress byY machinery, the en-
largement of commeroe, the ques-
tionps of political economy, and
the elements for an increaeed
power in sooial life, are all
unknown, They eat and live,
they vegeiate and die; the animal
wants are all there s of man; “as their
fathers did so do they.’” They remaln
narrow, ocircomecribed, llving in a
e nall shell, so to speak, Thelr congep-
tions of the cuter world are meager and
without nttraction; ite progress, gtand-
eur, development, are witbout interest,
Oblivious are they, save lo their own
little corner, with its cramped condi-
tione and stifling air, They may per-
petuste thelr kind; they are satisfied,
and sc will be their generations unlesa
awakened by the moral esrtbquukes
which Providence urdeins from tine
to time.

Men ordain politicr, they move by
Btrutegy, they give bribhes and take
tohem. Iop secret caucus they lay thetr
plaos, they manpipulate the masses by
fear, through misrepresentation. They
1lbel their opponents and eulogize be-
yond bounde thuse whose afiliations

they secure, Notbing 18 sacred but
their own echemee, notbing of valne
except It bend to their interest; and no
one kuowe anything bui tbemeslves,
Whearever tbere is a battle, they ‘‘acent
it afar off;”” to win it they cajole, lle,
promise and betray. - It s party above
right and trutbh, and =elf above party,
if that be in the way. It ie place they
wabnt—and pluoder, from the ward
heeler and tbe candidate for muni-
cipal bonore, to the echeming and
trickery, the bribery and perjury
which land tbe candidate in the gilded
chambers of the Benate or bigber, if
that’s the game, Thegre gnl] politics **a
filiby pool.’” They would bave no wo-
man contaminated by it, nor would
they admit ibe fair sex into the secret
cbambers therecf, lest they should
look into thbe facea of husbande, sons
and frlends and koowing of their
trickery and cunning, they should
fajlto witbbold bonor and deferscce
in the pacted prec¢incts of bowe and in
the midst of an unsugpecting family.
No woman ruffrage, lest a man should
be cutapelled to glorify bis honesty and
manhood hy abjurirg tbhe methods
which everywbere prevail and are
acknowledged without = tinge of
sbame,

The leaves of n certain tree were ‘“for
the hesling of (be matipons,’* The
natioma nre sick, and quackery only i
invoked to win the sufferer back to
health, The “*bead Js slok, the bheart
ia taint,’® the pulee is fitful, feverlsh or
langujd, a8 if the criels bad arrived,
and the end was not far off. Social
tarpitude flaunts itself; 1t takes
poseesslon of the courtls, it fills the
pages of the newsgpaper; the sexual
relativn by abuse bas become ‘‘com-
mon and unclean;® ita errots, sine and
orlmes ate famliliar to the once unso-
pbisticated youth; divoroes are ground
out in the judiclal mille with a non-
chuslance, frequency and detail which
would buve horrified our fathers and
motbers; the old ory in tbe rallroad
atations of “Ubicago! twenly minntes

for divorce,’”” has psssed its fa-
cilities to tbhe basins of the
Rocky mountaine; the bonds of

society are loosened, ils covenanls are
a thing ot naught, progrees (?) has
made of marriage sometbiog ““to be
entered into at nleasure, and dissolvea
at lefsure;?’ infidelity is common, lib.
erty brooks no resiraini, and passion
knows no obstacle to its gratification;
‘‘free love® hias become AD undeniable
fact in tbe dornestic circle, and bosts
of oblldren are growing to masnbood
and womsnhood, who, It untinctured
by the same spirlt would Jdisowp the
father who begat and tbe motber who
bore them! If{ SBodom was destroyed
for ils abominations, ‘*sball oot my
soul be avenged on euch & nation ae
thie?®?

Turn to what sbould be grandest and
most ennobling of all the features of
our common Iite—its religion, which ls
sapposed to be of divine origin—God-
given to fuifil]l a divine purpose, Mark
its diversities, its contrarieties; ite hol.
low ness, its subserviency, its fear ot
man. Bee its leaders, its professionsls,
all intent on dogms, party snd seg-
tarlaniom; boasting more of nnmbers
than of tives, more of contributione
tban of converts, and of architectural
glery and depominationpal wealth,
than of spiritual growth and commun-
fon with tbe heavene, Forme, vest-

ments and gepufiexions are more tham
the mpirit, the form more tbantbhe
power,and tbe comfortable pew and ils
ootable cocupant, than the preaching
of the {1oepel on the highwaysand by=
ways of mapkind, Their sermons are
surcbarged witb eloguence. Claseic
literattre and historic anecdote serve
to while away the Babbatb boura, A]Jl
the graces of rbetoric, poetry, arl, are
used to touch the brain of ertlated
listenerr, The beart js ignored, the-
Hfe is untoucbed, the soul is unfed,and
chaff is more often the psabulum pro-
vided for tbe bearer than thal power
which atirs the conecience, rebukes
sin. commande restitution, or points’
out the dutiee and reeponsibilities of a
fleeing lite.

The world with ail its streoge and’
unwonted activities I8 yet aaleep;:
it doee not know ‘‘the day of
tts  visitation.” It clamors for-
wealth, for plessure, fer riot--
ous living, for the *'good things” of
the eartb, But the slumbering fires of
volcapo are beneath its feet, 'The
day o! declzsion—of reckoning—Is at’
tbe very door. Yet thbere are ‘“‘eyes
tbat ree not, ears that hear not, and
uncounted hearts that do not under-
stand!?’

While this i & ploture, a truo ple-
ture, we would not ondervalue or
ignore the good that ls—tbe truth,
bonesaty, ¥irtue, righteousness that In-
fluences many soule. We cannot over-
look the (act that thete is much
religious faith and power that will be
acknowledged of God; many happy
and loving bomes which help to pre-
serve onr eocfsl life from utler
putridity and rottenness; much patriot-
ism, love of country and of man; much
intelligence which is working to soive
ihe problems which affect bumanity;
much of businese where honesty and
integrity bear sway. But with it
all there ig foreboding, unrest, dread
of calamity and vengeance, Many
realize that ‘‘tbe Lord?’ is bolding
a'* gontroversy with the natione,*’ and
tbat *‘those who will not eerve Him
abal] ulterly perish and be Wwasted
away.”

No man wants to be ‘‘a propbet o
evil’”*—yet the prophets bave spoken.
Few men would wantonly or wickedly
putsue a coutse to their everlasting
detriment; but they are undet a delu-
sion, Their Jearoed men, teachers,
clergy, bave fostered uabelief; they
have destroyed faith in God and in His
Cbrist, They bave rejected tbe mees-
sage of life, bence they are *lefi to
tbemeelves,”” and bave one and all,
as the propbet said, *‘become as dumb
dogs whkich cannot bark,” as ‘salt
which bas lost Its savor.”” If men will
“s0w to the flesh, of the flesh they wilk
reap corruption, but it they sow to the
Bpirit they shall of tbe Bpirit reap
everlasting life.”’
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OKLAHOMA MISSION CONFERENCE.

MARBHALL, Logan Co.,0. T.,
April 22, 1895,

Lt is our pleasure to mall you this af-
ternoon =0 socount of out remi-annual
conference of the Churcb beld in
Beven Sea Flat, Oklahoma branch of
the I. T. mission.

Sunday morning, April 14tb, Elders
Epbralm Jeppeon, Arthur N, Wallace,
Edwsrd M. MeArthur, Isasg A. Jen.
sen, Wm. D. Bowrniog, Wm, E. New-




