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blied on one side or the other as occa-
sion required

three hours of laborious jolting over
rocks and gullies and the summit of the
balkans was reached the rain had
mearly stopped our driver and horses
had rejoinedrejoiced us the oxen and the irir owner
were dismissed and we began our des-
cent for a time the roads were hardy
and fine comparatively the horses bad
rested the driver anxious to get into
quarters for the night so we sped along
at a good pace our jangling bells

keeping time time time
with a sort of runic rhyme

that reminded us of a new england
sleigh ride soon the forest began to
clothe ahe mountain sides while e
wcascadesades foaming and tumbling among

the trees and the white branches of
Vossoming hawtho ins gleamed ghastly
among the dark masses of foliage ateraftera little we canecame to a sawmill whose
fridge bad been carried away bbyy the
floodsaloois and here we were forced to dis-
mount and pick our uncertain way over
stonesatones and loose planks while the horses
zandjand carriage were taken beaw where a
lordford made it possible to get them across
with great difficulty

from here on our route was variedft landslideslandslides fords and most precarious
bridges until at 103010 30 more dead than
alive we dragged into the little town of

lovitz our destination for the night
accommodations here were not at all
sumptuous ane khan with its fl or of
earth was sui surroundedrounded by a courtyard
where already tourfour or five arab ass and

0oxo teams were quartered foror the night
the drivers meanwhile congrecongregatingcongregationgatin ininthe barroom which constituted the arstfirst
floordoor of the khan an outside stairway
led atheto the sleeping room above to whichI1 was unceremoniously ushered by a
sheepskin clothed young man the
loorway was very lowow and the room

small and dirydir y its furnishings were
simple in the extreme two beds with
dirtydirty gorghan covers aniand a wooden
standid holding a beer bottle a candle anda coarse comcomb1 set artistically in a clothes
brush there was no lock on the door
and no means of washing my mud be
grimed features

when my soaked belong wereJrbroughtought in I1 tried by signs to make the
young man understandstand that I1 wished to
wash my face and was evidently under-
stood in a measure for he vanished
and returning brought a bottle of water
tutbut neither basin norcor towel he seem-
ed pained that his overtures at conve-
rsations failed of response 0onn my part
andnd again departed to bring back with
him the village oracle a young apothe-
cary in european dress and a red red
fosecose in hisbis hand this kindly creature
knew no english but achieved a few

of french whereby he gleaned
the fact that I1 was an american and en
route for the danube two facts c f whichch
thie history of the town afforded no pre-
cedent

when at last our interview was con-
cluded I1 threw myself on the dittydirty bed

in my travelingtraveing wraps ready for
any emergency I1 had hardly closed
imycay eyes when the door opened and I1J
saw the figure of a man in the native
dress standing there upon inquiring
what he wanted he made answer though
toato what effect I1 never knew and withanh
drew tpto seat himself outside my window
and there smoke hisbis lonely pipe again
I1 dropped into a sleep of sheer echaus
lion until aroused againstagain at 3 by

the familiar jangling of our bells I1
sprang to the door to find our driver al-
ready preparing torfor the start while from
the interior otof the otheroiher voitures and
arabas other drivers were struggling
forth adjustadjustinginz their sashes whichaich
seemed the only part of their to lettes
worth mentioning

between the horses and wagons ran
divers ducks pigs and geese while sev-
eral village women in dirty embroidered
white petticoats and head garnish ings
to correspond stood waiting to see the
start I1 stoodflood on the platform outside
of my room using my bottle of water to
the best advantage possible for my ab-
lution swallowed a few mouthfulsmouth fuls of my
luncheon and descending clambered
agan into my coach still unpleasantly
moist from the day before and again
we were upon the road where already
groups of peasant women with broad
bladed hoes over their shoulders were
on their way to the fields outside the
town the sun waswas doing its best to
shine though in the face of evident dis-
couragementcoura gement in the shape of frequent
showers soon we metamet a long line of
buffalo teams drawing wicker wagons cf
freight covered with canvas each wagon
with its swinging ox horn of lack grease
fastened to the side

along the roadside alders bloomed
and in the tretsbrets were great nests where
storks had set up their habithabitationshabitationatio ns and
from here on the costumes otof the people
bcbegangan to change the white petticoats
of the women grew shorter and in place
of the dark blue upper gown waswas a
double shifted gay plaid back with a
long narrow plaid apron in front while
the mens white coats grew longer and
their sashes broader bare legs were
the order of the day for the whole
country was one sea of mud

at ferdinand where we stopped fofor
luncheon and to rest the horses cne
after another of the inhabitants was
brought in to see the american woman
who talk bulgar and I1 grew
to realize the feelings that must possess
the breast of oroi bearded wo-
men ot side shows who are placardedplacarded to
the gaping public as the greatest living
curiosity one woman came and
touched my gloves with a dittydeity fore-
finger evidently under the impression
that my epidermis was variegated and
then announced her impressions to the
gaping crowd As we passed through
the town in nearly every open doorway
stood women with spindle and distaff
while even the women riding along in
the buffalo carts spun the black wool as
they rode for the bulgar woman is in-
dustry personified

along the roadsides wherever a well
sweep announced the village well were
women with curious choppingchoppin tray like
tubes wherein they sousedousedsousedTandand beat
their garments with no economy oiof
strength orifraboror aborlabor while along the rivers
thethey spread their wash on the flat stones
and beat resoundingly with flat paddles
justjuet why the people should all wear
white garments in a country where mud
is so palpably the r ccff the day is a
questquestionion that must confront every house-
keeper for milemiless and miles no man was
seen without the white trousers and the
over garment that grew with the journey
from a short norfolk jacket effect to ianightshirt reaching to the ankles

and so we rode all day fording rivers
so high as to come over into the carriage
ploughingsloughinghing through mud above the hubs
of the wheels passing miles of grain

its bearded heads just visible over the istanding water past villages where the I1
thatched roofs peered out like islands
until at nightfall we arrived at lomb onthe danube where we were to take
boat to continue our journey to belBel
grade here too was the story of the 3
flood writ in water to be sure but only
too evident one whole quarter of the J
town had been flooded and the deso

houses and muddy gullies gave
promise otof an epidemic to follow later
and this is the story all along the dan- hwi

ube town after town has shared in
this disaster the sum of whose fatalities
has not yet been written and can
scarcely be computed and still it rains
and the people otof the balkans wait forthe bow in the cloud

EMMA PADDOCK

PREACHING IN THE SOUTH

the followsfollowingng communication was re-
cently deceiveded from eldereder 1 G kimball
for publication in the NEWS

daviner received letters written by
several elders laboring in the Sosouthernutherastates mission iromfrom eldereider elias S kirdgioi
ball who is presiding over said mission
it is desired that portions of said letteletters
be made public the object being to
show latter day saints that the faith
enjoyed by the ancient saints and bybiU

elders of the church of jesus christ oroflatter day saints still exists and what
can be accomplished by fasting and
prayer second that friends can be madefrayerforor elders who travel without purse orscrip third that the words of the
et wilford woodruff are fulfilled vizvix
that the bitterness and hatred is beav
taken out of the hearts of the childrchildredchildrep
of men fourth that oungboung men ate
teaceteachinging the latter day saints the value
of following the counsel and beant
obedient to those placed over themthern tbpreside

in the spring of 1894 elder elias SMSU
kimball succeeded me as president 4the southern states mission I1 accoaccod ff

danied elder kimball to chattanooga to
give him all information connected
with the mission on reaching
chattanooga received a telegramtele grm
that elders beecher and camb I1

bell had been arrested while endeavorende avd
ing to preach the gospel in the city 0
birmingham alabama and placed saiba
jail it seems the city had passed an 0or
denance that punished people for askiasking
for tood and shelter all arranarrangementsarrangementgemen 4

were made for elder elias kimball to go
abonceat once to birmingham secure a good
attorney and test the matter

no sooner had these arrangements I1
been made than word came to us that
the elders bad secured motleymoney sufficient
to pay their fines and were released I1
desire to now show bow the people J

and city ordinances have changed
tthroughb h the softening influence of theI1
holy ghosthost as well as the mighty faith
eabexhibitedted bby the young elders

elder albert matheson president of
the north alabama conference writes
to elder kimball from birmingham as
followsfolows

elders haight and myself aream
here we tried without success toseto
cure a hall or a public place in which to
hold meetings however we are thank
ful thatteat the streets are at cur dispodisposalsail
good use is being made of the streetsstreet g
for we hod two and three meetings10

everydayevery day A great many gather around
us at our meetings and pay strict att


